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TO THIS TRANSLATION. 


3 following tranſlation was made by a gentleman 
for his own uſe only, in order to paſs his time agree- 
ably by that exerciſe, and to entertain his mind with ſuch 
proper thoughts and ſentiments, as the time and place 
wherein he was required. The ſame is now publiſhed in 
order to do ſervice to others, and if the work happens 
to pleaſe, he ſhall think his labour well beſtowed. The 
book was partly tranſlated into Engliſi ſome time ago 
by R. Mellon, D. D. and printed Anno 1721: what ſtill 
remained untranſlated, chiefly engaged the fore-mention- 
ed gentleman to tranſlate the whole. 


Much cannat be ſaid in commendation of Dr. Weltor's, 
tranſlation, becauſe of his frothy and too affected pom- 
pous ſtyle, improper expreſſions, and many times running 
out into a great abundance of words, ſometimes different 
from the meaning and ſenſe of the author. He does not 
indeed wilfully, or out of any bad view, depart from the 
author's meaning; he has even left in their full force, 
the expreſſions in the addreſſes to the B. Virgin, Angels, 
and Saints at the end of the Contemplations; and he 
brags of having tranſlated more honeſtly and faithfully 
than many others do. The preſent tranſlator does not 
pretend to pr efer his tranſlation to Dr. IWeltort's, but only 
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ſays, that he has endeavoured to keep as near as he could 

to what he tranſlated from; and to give it in the lan- 

guage and expreſſions he thought proper and decent for 
the ſubject. 


Of the book itſelf, its other different 8 the 
deſign, uſe, and advantage thereof, F. Alleaume in the 
preface to his French tranſlation of it writes thus : © This 
book was originally written in Portugueſe, by a holy reli- 
gious man, in the year 1578, during a ſevere and long 
captivity amongſt the Moors of Africa, and in the actual 
experience of the croſs. It is ſo full of unction and ad- 
mirable ſentiments on ſufferings, that we need not won- 
der it has been ſince printed in ſo many different lan- 


guages. 


« When it appeared in Portugal, it was received with 

a general approbation, and regarded as a treaſure of grace 
and light for all ſuffering perſons. It ſoon paſſed into 
Spain, where Don Chriftoval Ferreira de Sampayo tranſlated 
it into Spanih. From thence it ſpread into Taly, where 
it was tranſlated into Valian by Lewis Fiori a Jeſuit. It 
was afterwards carried into Germany, where F. Henry 
Lamparier, a Bavarian Jeſuit, had it printed in Latin at 
Munich, under the title of /Erumna Domini noflri Feſu 

_ Chrijii, And lately heard it was put into French, about 
forty years ago, and printed at Hon, with this title, 


Travaux de Jeſus. 
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« The author's deſign, as F. Alleaume obſerves, is to 
teach all ſuffering Chriſtians to love their ſufferings, to 
conſider them as a treaſure which God puts into their 
hands, and to make a good uſe of them. And becauſe 8 
nothing is ſo efficacious for perſuading to the love of the 
croſs, as the example of Jeſus ſuffering, he has made 
choice of every thing that is laborious and painful in the 
life of our Saviour, and has reduced the ſame into fifty 


articles, which he calls /abours, or ſufferings. 
cc Upon 
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EFH 1 
Upon every article he does two things : Firſt, he do- 
clares and lays open the myſtery with a great deal of per- 
ſpicuity 3 from whence he afterwards draws ſuch inſtruc- 
tions as may ſerve for the regulation of manners and the 
nouriſhment of piety. Secondly, he pours forth his foul 
in affections towards Jeſus Chriſt on each of his ſuffer- 
ings, and docs it at once in a moſt tender and ſolid man- 
ner. So that the firſt part is properly the declaration of 
the myſtery ; and the ſecond a contemplation on Jeſus 
Chriſt, wherein the ſoul ſpeaks to him with a fervor, 
capable of inſpiring the moſt inſenſible perſons therewith. 


But what is moſt ſurpriſing and ſingular in this work, 
is that the author could maintain ſuch a fervor on each 
of our Saviour's ſufferings, for ten or twelve pages to- 
gether, with affections proceeding from an almoſt con- 
tinual equality of heat, of piety and devotion; that thoſe 
affections ſhould neither be empty nor weak; and that 
they ſhould expreſs, in a ſublime manner, every thing 
that is moſt profound and affecting in a ſpiritual life. 


„As he had no books in his priſon, where the infidels 
had ſcarce left him his cloaths, he wrote only what God 
nſpired him with, and what his memory could ſuggeſt 
o him: So that this work will neither be found copied 
rom others, nor. filled with quotations. But inſtead 
ereof, we fhall find it every where abounding with. 
ood ſenſe, a ſound and orthodox doctrine, a profound. 
nd exact knowledge of religion, a fublimity of thoughts, 
nd a vivacity of ſentiments, which, in my opinion, are 
ot caſily to be met with in other books of piety. 


„But, then, continues F. Alleaume, as there is no 
rſon entirely exempt from ſuffering; and as, by a. 
daduct of God full of mercy, even the moſt exalted 
ations are not free from croſſes, it will be found by. 
kperience, that this book is moſt proper for touching” 
ſinners, 
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ſinners, awakening the lukewarm, and ' ſupporting the 
Juſt in the different troubles of this life. 


This book may alſo afford ſubiects of mulation; 
ſince it contains the whole life of Jeſus Chriſt, except 
thoſe myſteries which are commonly called ful, becauſe 
the Author always treats his en in a moſt affectionate 
and interior ſtrain.“ 


This tranſlation is printed in two volumes, each con- 
taining two parts. The firſt volume contains the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt during his Hidden Life, and during his 
Public Life. The ſecond contains the Sufferings of Chriſt 
in his Paſſion, and in his Death. In theſe different parts, 
we ſhall find inſtructions very helpful for rendering 
profitable, the ſufferings that happen to us in all the 
different ſtates of life. 


We muſt ſuffer even in this life both in ſoul and 
body, either with or againſt our will, which way ſoever 
we turn ourſelves, as the author of %e imitation of Chri/t 
ſays. Let us therefore chearfully take up our croſs and 
follow Jeſus Chriſt, that we may be like him and all 


his faithful. ſervants. Let us in humility and obedience, | 


with reſignation and patience, do and ſuffer what God 
requires of us, to his Glory, for our own Sanctification, 
and the Edification of others. Let us conſider and 
meditate on the Sufferings of Chriſt, which were for us; 
earneſtly begging that he may join our ſufferings to his, 


ſanRifying them thereby; and by the conſtant ſupply 
of his Grace, prepare us by all our tribulations to enter | 
into the Kingdom of God. May God beſtow his bleſſing 
on theſe inſtructions; and grant that every one that reads 
them, may reap ſpiritual profit thereby, and have applied 


to their ſouls the merit and efficacy of the ſufferings and 


death of their Lord for obtaining his grace here, and | 


Iternal Glory hereafter. Amen. 
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- Father Thomas of FESUS. 


ith ſome ſpiritual advice, by the ſame futhor, fer reading the 


d Sufferings of Car1sT profitably. 

er 

ft 

all ATHER Thomas of Jeſus was the ſon of Ferdinand Alvarez: 


de Andrada, of one of the chief families in Portugal. He 
yas but about ten years old when his father put him under 
he care of F. Lewis de Montoya, a religious man of great 
irtue, of the order of the hermits of St. Auguſtin, to be 
brought up in the fear of God, and ſtudy of learning. At 
he age of fifteen, he took the habit of the ſame order, in 
he monaſtery of Our Lady of Grace at Liſbon, Having finiſh- 


nis, d his ſtudics of philoſophy and divinity at Cynimbria, and. 
ply oP ftcrwards preached with great fruit, he was made maſter of 
ter Ie novices: he directed them with ſo great a care and ſuc- 
ing es in the practice of ſolid virtues, and particularly in the 
q Poe of God and prayer, that the whole order, in proceſs of 
; > nme, rcaped a confiderable advantage from ſo holy an. edu- 
1ed MPation. 8 


As he perceived ſome of his religious, touched with the 
leſire of a greater perfection, going into taly, becauſe there 
ere certain monaſteries there of that order, wherein the 

RS: h religious 
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religious lived in greater retirement, and in all the ſeverity 
of their firſt ſpirit; his zeal for the rigor of obſervance, 
cauſed him to undertake a like eſtabliſhment in Portugal.— 


Father Lewis de Montoya greatly approved of that defign ; 


and cardinal Henry, who was afterwards king, ſupported him 
with his protection: but F. Thomas met with ſuch great ob- 
ſtacles in the execution thereof, and ſo dreadful a ſtorm was 
raiſed againſt him, that he was obliged to quit his undertaking, 


even by the advice of thoſe perſons who were moſt favourable 
towards it. He ſuffered this perſecution with a filence, meek- 


neſs, and peace of mind, which edified every one; he returned 


| ſeveral good offices to thoſe who had oppoſed him; and he 


once anſwered a friend of his, who ſeemed ſurprized thereat, 


that in order to do our neighbour a kindneſs, we muſt not 


regard his conduct towards us, ſince God does not expect our 
merit for communicating his grace to us, but beſtows upon us 
a thouſand bleſſings, even when we offend him. 


He ſlept little, and applied himſelf ſo much to prayer, and 
to the reading of the fathers of the church, that in a ſhort 
time he became very learned in the knowledge of the ſaints ; 
and he received from God a particular gift, for making 
others reliſh the ſame. He had a great zeal for the advance- 
ment of God's ſervice, and extraordinary charity for the poor 


and fick; and theſe virtues acquired him ſo great a reputation 
throughout the kingdom, that king Sebaſtian made him quit 


his ſolitude, and accompany him in that unfortunate expe- 
dition into Africa, in the year 1578. He was a wonderful 
help to the whole army, by the care he took in preventing 
diſorders, and aſſiſting the fick, both as to body and ſoul. 
Whilſt he was exhorting the ſoldiers in the heat of battle, 
to fight valiantly againſt the infidels, he was wounded by an 
arrow in the ſhoulder: he was aſterwards taken by a Moor, 
and ſold to a Morabut, which is the name given in that coun- 
try to the Mahometan monks. This Morabut treated him 
at firſt very mildly, and promiſed him great things, that 


he might engage him to renounce Chriſt; but ſeeing this | 
artifice did not ſuececd, and that on the contrary he had great 
difficulty himſelf to reſiſt F. Thomas, who urged him to 
embrace the chriſtian faith, by ſhewing him clearly the 
abſurdity of that of Mahomer, he had recourſe to violence; 


he ſtript him of his cloaths, loaded him with chains, and 
threw him into a frightful priſon, where he cauſed him to 
be cruelly beaten, and allowed him' no more food than what 


was neceflary for keeping him alive. 


Tt 
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y It was there that F. Thomas of Jeſus compoſed this boo 
e, of the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſupport, and comfort 

— of his captive brethren, whom he could not help any other 

1; way. He laboured in this pious. work, only for ſome hours 
m in the middle of the day, by the help of a faint light which 

b- he received through an air-hole of his dungeon, The Morabut 

far from becoming better natured towards him, redoubled his 

cruelty eyery day, reſolving to deprive him of life by torment 

if he could not deprive him of Jeſus Chriſt. 5 


Din Franciſco d Aceſta, whom King Henry had ſent into 
Morocco in quality of ambaſſador, to treat about the redemption 
of captives, having ynderſtood the miſerable. condition Fa- 
ther Thomas was in, delivered him with great difficulty from 
the Mrabut's hands, and placed him with a chriſtian mer- 
chant, that he might. recover his ſtrengtlh. He remaiged not 
long there, but went a few days after to Morocco : where as 
ſoon as his arrival was known, the Portugueſe nobility. that 
had been taken in the battle, and expected their ranſom, 


ort would willingly have retained him with them; but by his 
ts; entreaties he obtained the favour of being ſent to the Sagena, 
ng which was the priſon of the poor chriſtian ſlaves, where the 
ge- ſheriff detained two thouſand thereof of different nations; 

and he affirmed that he ſhould ſooner recover there than 


on in the midſt of conveniencies and plenty. What he foretold 
uit came to paſs: for in a very ſhort time he recovered his perfect 
pe- health; and then wholly employed himſelf in the comfort 
ful and ſervice of thoſe miſerable perſons. When they returned 
ing from their labour, and at thoſe hours wherein their maſters 
ul. allowed them to hreathe a little, he aſſembled them, by the 
tle, WT ringing of a little bell, in order to make them pray to God, 


and to inſtruct them; all their exerciſes were fo regular, that 
this place ſeemed more to reſemble a religious houſe than a 
priſon, of flaves: He begged alms of the rich tor the poor, 


im WT: <conciled differences, prevented diforders; and his only grief 
hat vas to ſee, that many of them, in the midit of ſo lamentable 
this WH avery, till lived in an extreme licentiouſneſs. 

eat | 


Eis charity was not confined to chriſtian ſlaves; he viſited 
8 oc who had apoſtatized, exhorted them to return, and ſor- 
ot nothing that was capable of making them re-enter into 
Phe way of ſalvation. God gave ſuch a blefling to his lahours, 
hat ſome having abjured their errors, returned to the chri- 
ſtians; and that others ſuffered death in defence of the faith. 
wter Navarre was one of the moſt chnſiderable : he was of 
Atrdiid, 
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Madrid, and had become Makometan in Africa. The ſheriff 
who had a particular regard for him, had giving him a poſt; 
and he was called among the Mors, Alcaide Amet. As he 
was attempting to withdraw into a Chriſtian country, with 


| ſeveral flaves that were under him, he was taken and brought 


back to Morocco, where after ſuffering dreadful torments, he 
was at laſt faſtened to a croſs, and confeſſed Jeſus Chriſt until 
his death. Antony Mendez, a Portugueſe ecclehiaſtic, having been 
made a flave with F. Thomas, had profited ſo well by his doc- 
trine and example, that he ſucceeded that holy man in 
zeal and charity; and after him performed the fame ſervices 
to the poor chriſtians of Barbary. He ſuffered martyrdom at 


laſt in the city of Morocco, with ſeven young Portugueſe, who 


having heen taken at the battle of Alcazera, were made pages 
to the ſheriff. 


F. Thomas had been a captive in Africa about four years; 
and during all that time, the counteſs of Linares his ſiſter, and 
his other relations, had endeavoured to procure his ſreedom. 
King Philip II. had even recommended this affair to Don Pedro 
Venegas de Cordoua his ambaſſador at Morocco, and they had be- 

n to treat about his ranſom. So ſoon as F. Thomas knew it, 
he declared that whether he was free or a ſlave, he was reſol- 
ved to die in the ſervice of the chriſtians, who were captives 
in Morocco; that they would do him a great pleaſure, if they em- 
ployed that money in redeeming others, to whom that favour 
would be more neceſſary; that for his part he eſteemed himſelf 
happier without compariſon, if he could live and die a flave 
for the ſalvation of his brethren, than to obtain his liberty. 
He wrote in the ſame manner to thoſe of his relations, who 
intereſted themſelves moſt for his delivery; and particularly to 
a nephew of his, who was a religious man, earneſtly entreat- 
ing him to obtain the favour of his family not 'to think of 
Ry his liberty; being well perſuaded that God would 

ave him remain in that ſtate, wherein he himſelf was very 


content, and had no other diſpleaſure in it than to ſee himſelf | 
more favourably dealt with than the other flaves, on account | 
of the care and concern which the Portugueſe ambaſſador had 


for him. 


To the painful employments of his zeal, and the rigors 


of his captivity, he added alſo thoſe of penance; faſtings and 


diſciplines were common to him; he never interrupted his ex- 


erciſes of mortification, and he augmented them during the 
time of Lent, altho' he preached every day, which brought 
upon 
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upon him a very ſevere fickneſs. Perceiving immediately 
that the end of his life approached, he prepared himſelf for 
death in a moſt pious manner, and received the ſacraments of 
the church on Thur/day in holy-week : and the Portugueſe am- 
baſſador viſiting him on Good-friday, F. Thomas moſt earneſtly - 
recommended the poor captives to him. The extreme weak- 
neſs in which the ambaſſador found him, induced him to be- 
lieve that he had only ſome few moments to live; and either 
out of friendſhip or from a deſire of ſeeing how the ſaints die, 
he ſtaid with him in order to be preſent at his death ; but F. 
Thomas having aflured him, that his hour was not ſo near, and 
that he ſhould not die till after Eaſter, Don Franciſco d' Acofta 
departed. N : 


On Eafter-monday the fick perſon being acquainted, that ſome 
ſlaves, weary of their ſlavery, and deſpairing of being ranſom- 
ed, intended to become Mahometans, he ſent for them to his 
bed-fide ; and gathering up the little ſtrength which remained 
in him, he exhorted them to perſeyerance, ſhewed them the 
day in which: their ranſom was to come, and made them pro- 
mife that they would not renounce Jeſus Chriſt. A moment 
aſter his ſtrength failed him, and pronouncing' the name ob 
Feſus, he meekly gave up his foul to God, on the 17th of April 
1582, in the z d Year of his age, and the 4th of his capti- 
vity. The ranſom of thoſe ſlayes came on the very day that 
he had foretold it. 1 


F. TH O- 
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F, THOMAS'S SPIRITUAL ADVICE. 
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Inſtructions concerning the fruit which we are to reap from the con- 
fideration of the ft ufferings of Chriſt. | 


T happens but too often, that thoſe who aſpire to chriſ- 
I tian perſection, are deceived in their manner of takin 
ſpiritual things. When they read the acts of the ſaints, an 
conſider their auſterities, their fervor, their extaſies, and the 
other extraordinary favours which the Holy Ghoſt operates in 


thoſe mortified ſouls, they are charmed with what is wonder 


ful in them, without confidering what was the foundation 
of that great edifice, and the way by which they arrived at 
that ſanctity. This is an error ſo much the greater in our 
time, as matters of piety are become more common, and every 
one ſpeaks of them, though very few people apply themſelves 
ſeriouſly thereto, or know them by experience. 


II. What contributes to eſtabliſh this opinion is, that God, 
who is always wonderful in his works, often communicates 
himſelf with ſo much ſweetneſs and light to thoſe who begin 
to ſerve him, that when they come to judge of their adyance- 
ment, by thoſe firſt impreſſions which were ſo ſweet and ſenſi- 


ble, they eafily imagine that they have made great progreſs in 


virtue; like a man ignorant in painting, who beholding 
the firſt ſketch of ſome excellent painter, looks upon it with 
admiration, and imagines the work already finiſhed; whereas 
another who is ſkilful in that art, would judge that it requires 
ſtill much time and labour to compleat it: ſo thoſe perſons, 
deluded by ſome relation which they find betwixt the good 
ſentiments wherewith the mercy of God prevents them, and 
what they have read or heard of the interior ſtate of the ſaints, 


imagine themſelves already perfect, erect a fabric without a 


foundation, 


, 
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foundation, and at laſt diſcover byfatal relapſes, how much 
they were deceived. 


III. Three things commonly diſcover this deceit : The. firſt 
is a certain ſecurity, to which they falſly give the name of 
peace, on which they ſo firmly depend, that they no longer 
give ear to the counſel of any one; and that they eaſily judge 
and condemn others under a pretence of zeal : although the 
aints teach us, that in the ways of God we muſt conſult 
>xperienced perſons ; that it is being very remote from con- 
emplation, to abound in one's own ſenſe ; and that the cha- 
acteriſtie of true virtue, is to have a great regard for our 
eighbour, and contempt of ourſelves: The ſecond thing, 
yhich is a conſequence of the firſt, is the attachment to their 
dyn will, which renders them incapable of ſuffering the leaſt 
ontradiction, under a pretence of loving the truth; fo that 
hey are commonly impatient, nice, cenſorious, ready to 
blame others, and to excuſe their own faults, fo as to be wil- 
ing often to make them paſs for virtues; and yet it is certain 
here is no virtue without denial of one's own will; without 
patience, meekneſs, and filence. The third mark of their 
iſtake is, that they are ſo poſſeſt with the beauty of their 
wn way, and with the conſolation they feel in the exerciſes 
* piety, that they do not apply themſelves to the practice of 
hriſtian virtues, but even look upon them as an impediment, 
Ithough they are the ſolideſt fruit of ſpiritual exerciſes, and 
it were the nerves and traces of an interior life. 


IV. A whole book would be neceſſary to ſhew all the dan- 
ers to which thoſe ſouls are expoſed ; the grievous falls which 
dey ought to fear, and the means of preventing them, or of 
xcovering themſelves from thence. The chief is fully to 
now the ſubſtance of a ſpiritual life, and to regulate one's 
ole conduct thereby. Now this life conſiſts in two things, 
ortification, and the love of God. That mortification which 
es not kindle love is ſuſpicious ; And that love which mor- 
es not, deſerves not the name of love. He that would ap- 
dach to God, muſt not ſeparate thoſe two things, which are 
the ſame time the foundation and height of perfection 
becauſe God and the ſoul concur together in free actions, 
ce it is, that the interior life is ſubject to many illuſions, 
m the difficulty there is in diſtinguiſhing what proceeds 
m God and what from man. | 


Wherefore - 
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Wherefore he that wouid walk ſurely, chiefly applies him- 
ſelf to mortification, is careful of dying to himfelf, and leaves 
to God, who is faithful in his promiſes, and the maſter of 
perfection, the care of communicating his gifts to him, in 
ſuch time and manner as he ſhall pleaſe: but it is true, that 
he ſeldom communicates them to any but to mortified fouls : 
and if he beſtows any ſhare of them on thofe who are not fo, 
tis only to induce them to the love of mortification and the 
croſs. As ſeveral authors have treated of this matter, I ſhall 
only ſpeak here, of what is neceſſary for reaping ſome profit W 
from the conſideration of the ſufferings of Chriſt. =_— 


V. Mortification chiefly :confiſts in an entire and conſtant 
refignation of one's ſelf, and of all exterior, interior, and 
celeſtial goods into the hands of God, without any voluntary 
reſervation. This is eaſy to be ſaid, and agreeable to be 
heard, but infinitely difficult to be practiſed, becauſe of the 
extreme oppoſition of nature thereto. It is this combat off 
which St. Paul ſpeaks, (Gal. v. 17.) of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit, 
and of the ſpirit againſt the fleſh e the fleſh would be at liberty, 
and the ſpirit would bring it into ſubjection to itſelf, and tof 
the will of God. This victory is the end which the ſpiritualf 
man propoſes to himſelf, in all his exerciſes of piety ; that he 
may become a pliable inſtrument in the hands of God, who 
never fails to beſtow his bleſſings plentifully on thoſe fouls 
wherein he finds ſuch happy difpohtions. For the more free, 
diſengaged from paſhons, ſubmiſſive and reſigned to the will off 
God the ſpirit is, the more purely divine love operates therein; 
and in proportion alſo as love is purified, reſignation becomes 
perfect: theſe two virtues go hand in hand, as one may fay 
and affiſt one another; reſignation augments love, and love 
perfects reſignation. 


This entire refignation to the order of God being therefore} 
the foundation of ſanctity, and the moſt perfect preparation} 
to the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; we muſt not wonder if the deW 
vil and corrupt nature endeavour ſo much to-deſtroy it; and 
if it is oppoſed by all manner of temptations. It is for this rea 
ſon that God, who knows all our evils and their remedies, han 
ſo wiſely ordained, that the croſs and ſufferings ſhould be th: 
way to heaven. For on the one hand, the ſenſe of pain taking L 
from man the reliſh. of pleaſures, diſengages him by degree 
from the earth; and on the other, the experience of hi | 
own miſery, obliges him to have recourſe to God. Thu: 


the croſs produces at the ſame time theſe two moſt wholeſomY 
effects 


* 
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NY effects; it breaks the chains which link us to the world, and 


— VI. God has eftabliſhed true wiſdom in the eroſs: out of 
lat this way there is nothing but labyrinths and precipices. He 


s: vas pleaſed that the croſs ſhould be a certain proof of his love, 
that his moſt intimate friends ſhauld have the largeſt ſhare 
thereof, and that they ſhould place their delight therein, in 
conſideration of his love; he has exempted none from it, not 
even thoſe in whom he has found the greateſt purity and inno- 
cence: and the bleſſed Virgin, the pureſt of all creatures, was 
alſo the moſt afflicted therewith. | 


One cannot imagine, without having experienced it, what - 
thoſe ſaints ſuffer who appear the fulleſt of the love of God, 
and the moſt prevented with the bleflings of his ſweetneſs the 
fervour of their charity becomes ta them an inexhauſtible 


: . ſource of croſſes, the weight of which increaſes daily in pro- 
. portion to their love. Chriſt was pleaſed to ſubject himſelf 
ty to this law, and to manifeſt to us how much he loved us, by 
1 tos thewing us with his blood the way we were to follow. For 
nal fnce the moment of his bgcoming man for us, as he found no 
c hel time nor place but what was proper for loving; ſo neither did 
hol he find any but what was proper for ſuffering: his mother's 
nl; womb, his infancy, or his youth, were not exempted from it; 
he and it may be ſaid, that from the firſt moment of his life, un- 


til his death, he was continually upon the croſs. | 


VIE. Since this means is ſo neceflary for obtaining true 
wiſdom, and the pure love of God; and that on the other 
hand, nature having fo great a reluctance thereto; nothing un- 
doubtedly is more profitable to the ſoul, to aſſiſt it in carrying 
the burthen of its croſs, and ſubjecting itſelf to God in all 
things, than the continual remembrance of Chriſt's ſufferings: 
for they make us comprehend what our Lord has done for us, 
how much he deſerves our love, and with what confidence 
wc may caſt ourſelves into the arms of fo charitable a father. 
lk his love induced him even to ſacrifice himſelf for our falva- 


ion, will he forget any thing that can render us happy, when 
. hl © reſign ourſelves to him without reſervation? This reſigna- 
on produces, in all the accidents of life, an unalterable peace 


and tranquility of mind; becauſe the confideration of the 
offerings and love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, makes us receive 
from his hand, the greateſt afflictions whatever that befal us. 
From whence arifes alſo an entire confidence in his =——_ 
Wit 
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with reſpect to what is paſt, preſent, and to come; with an 
equal difidence of ourſelves, when we come to eonſider that 
our wounds were ſo great, that the ſufferings and death of a 
God were neceſſary to heal them. This conſideration inſpires 
us with a faving horror of ourſelves and our fins, and ſhews 
us clearly the depth of our miſery, which renders us capable 
of falling by our own weakneſs into the greateſt crimes, and 
incapable of riſing again without the help of the ſufferings of 
a Saviour. | | ne 


VIII. All theſe conſiderations excite in us an ardent love for 
his divine perſon; but a love that is efficacious and urges us to 
become like him, to repair the time we have ſpent without 
loving and imitating him, and to run inceſſantly after the 
odour of the perfumes of Jeſus ſuffering and crucified. | 


The love of Chriſt and the defire of imitating him, produce 
another very confiderable advantage, which may be regarded 
as one of the foundations of a ſpiritual life; and which is a 
ſweet facility to virtyous actions. For though the ſoul is not 
always in a ſtate of practiſing them, it has by this love the 
actual reliſh of all virtues, and is always diſpoſed to perform 
acts thereof, when the occahon preſents itſelf. This is per- 
' haps what the holy fathers mean, when they affirm that all 
virtues are practiſed in prayer (S. Chry/. I. 2. de orand. Deo.) which 
cannot be underſtood of every virtue in particular, whoſe 
matter is not always found in prayer ; but becauſe a perſon 
practiſes the love of God therein, which produces in the ſoul 
the ſame effect as the frequent uſe of the other virtues would 
do, by giving him a facility and inclination to the exerciſe of | 
them, which the doctors call habit. This makes St. Paul ſay, 
(1 Cor. xiii. 4, 7.) that charity is patient, is benign that it believes 
all things, hopes all things, bears all things : becauſe it urges us to 
pleaſe Jeſus Chriſt, and to do every thing which can render us 
like him. 


The mind of man cannot comprehend what treaſures of 
graces flow from theſe three ſources, which the confideration ⁵⁸ 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt produces in us, which are, the love” 7 
of our Saviour, the imitation of his virtues, and the refigna- 
tion of ourſelves into the hands of God. Thoſe fouls that 
faithfully perſevere in his holy exerciſe, ought to be content 
with being filled with honey from the rock, and with drinking 
large draughts of that ſweet liquor which runs out of our 


Saviour's wounds His croſs is a frightful aſpect to the eyes of 
worldlings; 
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worldlings; but yet it is the ſource of life, the way of ſalvation, 
and as it were the ladder by which we aſcend to the higheſt 
perfection. 


| Thus in order to reap advantage from the meditation of the 
X ſufferings of Chriſt, we muſt enter upon the ſame with a deſign 
= of inflaming our hearts with the fire of his love, of reſigning 
& ourſclyes entirely to him, and of imitating him with a perfect 
fidelity: having always before our eyes, that as in heaven, we 
all be like God; becauſe we ſhall ſee him as he is: (1 John iii. 2.) 
Jo we ſhall alſo become like Jeſus Chriſt, when we behold him 
often ſuch as he is upon his croſs. He that ſays he abides in him, 
en as he has walked, ſo ought he himſelf alſo to walk. (I. Jo. ii. 6.) 
Nou he walked in ſuch a manner, that he became very like us 
Fn our miſery ; we ought therefore out of gratitude and love, 
hiefly to employ ourſelves in becomeing like him in his ſuffer- 
Pings. For if we only regard ſpiritual things as an ordinary 
occupation, wherein we are willing to employ ſome ſhort time 

he other actions of life will be performed without fruit, anc 

he omiſſion of the exerciſes of piety will paſs for a ſmall loſs ; 
but if we conſider them as the moſt important affair we have in 
he world, as the end for which God has placed us therein, and 
he principle of our eternal happineſs, they will produce in us 
amirable fruits of virtue and ſanctity. x | 


This is what S. Cyprian has ſo well expreſſed in few words. 
= you are ſufficient for God, why is not God ſufficient for you? 
Serm. I. de aſcenſ.) That is, if you were the principal end 
vhich Jeſus Chriſt propoſed to himſelf, and the cauſe of his 
abours and mortal life; is it not reaſonable that he ſhould be 
Iſo the end of your actions, and the principel of your life? 
et us remember that when Chriſt became man, the firſt mo- 
on of his heart was a loving reſignation to the will of his 
ather; that he accepted, with a voluntary ſubmiſſion, what- 
ver was requiſite to be ſuffered for our ſalvation; that his firſt 
Mords were, as St. Luke relates (ii. 49.) that I muſt be employed 
out thoſe things which are my father's; and that the laſt which 
pronounced at his death, were theſe ; father, into thy hands I 
mend my ſpirit. (Luke xxili. 46.) So that our Saviour's con- 
ct was always uniform; he began his life by loving, obeying, 
ad ſuffering ; and he continued and finiſhed it in the ſame 

anner; and it is for this reaſon, that his true friends ac- 
punt all that time of life as loſt, which they have not em- 
oyed in loving and imitating him. | 


Vol. I. | B CHAP. 


ginners to have a director, tc preſcribe them the ſubjects and 
gifts and talents, in the way whereby God draws them to him- 


Imitation, and to ſubmit themſelves entirely to him by the: 
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I 


ft. 


Hoto to profit by the confideration and reading of the ſufferings m Þ 


T is certain that God liberally communicates motives, ſen- 
timents, and interior motions to thoſe who defire to be his 
ervants, whereby he inflames and dilates their hearts, in 
order to induce them to walk in his ways with greater 
confidence and eaſe : he enlightens their underſtandings with 
heavenly truths, inflames their wills with his love, and ſome- 
times teaches them more in one moment by the unction of his 
ſpirit, than all the maſters and books in the world could do in 
many years. Nevertheleſs it is according to order, and the advice 
of the ſaints, that thoſe perſons who begin, and even thoſe who 
are already advanced, when that divine fun hides himſelf behind 
any cloud, ſhould have recourſe to inſtruction, reading, and 
preparation; theſe means commonly render the mind more 42 
attentive and recollected, fill the memory with good choughts, 43 | 
awake the will, ſoften the hardneſs and dryneſs of the ſoul, 3 
and conduct it into the ways of prayer with more ſafety : for 3 
want of this precaution perſons often fall into a dangerous 
lazineſs and drought ; becauſe they are not inſtructed in what 
manner they ought at that time to treat with God, they go to | 
prayer with difficulty, they depart from it with diſguſt, and at 
laſt they leave it off altogether. 2 


IT. It is therefore not only vrofitable, but neceſſary for be- 


manner wherein they ought to employ themſelves in prayer; 
or that knows how to conduct them, according to their ſeveral 


ſelf. For though they all propoſe to themſelves the ſame end, 
which is to be united to God by love, to become like him bi 


ſpirit of reſignation and mortification ; he nevertheleſs makes 
uſe of a multitude of different ways for conducting them to 
the ſame limits: ſome go thither by the hatred of themſelves 
and of their fins; others by the ſweet attraction of his preſence. 
ſome by the tranſport of his love, and the deſire of poſſeſſing 
him ; and all theſe ſeveral ways make us admire the greatnebi q 
of God, and the infinite treaſures of his wiſdom, 


5 
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| He who is ſo happy as to find a prudent and learned direc- 
tor, reaps much profit in a ſhort time, when he is faithful in 
obedience; as it appears in thoſe religious houſes, which are 
well regulated, wherein the novices are educated by ſpiritual , 
and experienced maſters, who follow them cloſe, preſcribe 
them whatever they are to do every day, and lead them as it 
were ſtep by ſtep in the way which God opens them, till they 
can walk without a guide; and till, being well eſtabliſhed in 
n- the exerciſe of mortification, and interior familiarity with 
his God, they become men truly ſpiritual. 

* There may indeed be met with perſons conſiderable for 
ith their doctrine, and natural qualities, in religious orders, 
ne- where the uſe of mortification is neglected; but there are not 
his many fervent religious found therein: ſo that ſuperiors who 
in take little pains about the education of novices; and maſters 
ice of novices, whoſe application goes no further than exterior 
ho things, are properly they who relax regular diſcipline; be- 
ind cauſe not affording thpſe ſouls, whom God has placed under 
ind their conduct, the nouriſhment of the interior life, the whole 
order loſes by degrees the vigour that ſupports it, and falls at 
aſt into a deplorable remiflneſs. 


ef 


. 
1 * 
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for III. As to thoſe who live in the world, they may aſſiſt them- 
ous ſelves in their conduct by the reading of pious books, and by 
hat the direction of a prudent confeſſor, or ſome other ſervant of 
o to God, to whom they diſcover their conſcience; and above all 


by the frequent uſe of the ſacraments, which is the moſt ef- 
ficacious means for obtaining interior light from God; and if 
ny one will make uſe of this book, it is proper that he ſhould 
SK now the order which is obſerved therein. 


8 Firſt, the myſtery of each of our Sayiour's ſufferings is laid 
eral pen, with an inſtruction proper to excite a deſire of imitating 

Fe ; atterwards is ſet down, by way of exerciſe or affection, the 
end. ſe that may be made thereof, and the fruit that may be drawn 


, by om thence : every one may uſe the ſame when the Lord 
the peaks not; for when he pleaſes to let his voice be heard, we 
akes 8 duſt apply ourſelves only to hear him in an humble ſilence. 

n to | 

Ive Fach exerciſe contains three principal points: humiliation, 

nce auſed by the knowledge of our own miſery ; oblation and 

no 0gnation of ourſclves into the hands of God; and a deſire of 


itating Jeſus Chriſt, and of being like him. Theſe three 
| ings, which we ought always to have in view, in all our 
ctions and exerciſes, are mingled with aſpirations and ſenti- 
B 2 ments 


14 F. Trxomas's ſpiritual Advice. Cray. II. 


ments of love. We have alſo joined thereto, adorations, 
petitions, and thankſgiveings, that nothing may be omitted 
that can kindle in the heart of man, a love of the divine 
beauty and goodneſs. But that the mind may act with more 
freedom, and enter with more eaſe, into thoſe affections to 
which it finds itſelf moved, we have not thought proper to 
ſubject it to any particular order. 


IV. In order to reap more profit from this work, it will be 
good to obſerve the following inſtructions. f Fe 


1. He who would be a true ſervant of God, muſt before all 
things endeavour to diſcover his predominant paſſion, and the 
faults to which he is moſt ſubject ; that he may fight againſt 
them by prayer, and the practice of contrary virtues ; * 
eſpecially let him beg continually the love of God and humi- 
lity ; becauſe theſe two virtues purify the ſoul from whatever 
is diſpleaſing to God. Þ% 


2. Let him apply himſelf to the knowledge and accom- 
pliſhment of the duties of his ſtate; being fully perſuaded that 
God abſolutely requires that of him; and Jet him eſtabliſh his 
devotion and exerciſes upon that foundation. For as St. 
Bernard ſays (Serm. Ecce nos religuimus) the offerings of ſuperero- 
gation are not pleaſing to God, when we perform not thoſe 
which are of obligation. Now thoſe are called obligations or 
duties of one's ſtate, which the law of God exacts of every man 
in his own condition, of a religious, of an ecclehiaſtic, of a 
magiſtrate, of a judge, of a married man, of a maſter of a 
family, &c. and if any doubt ariſes concerning this matter, 


not to pleaſe men, but with a view only of God's ſervice, and i 
the ſalvation of thoſe who conſult them. | 
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2. After having ſettled his conſcience by a general confeſſi- 3 
on, and diſcharged the obligations which are conſequent # 
thereto, let him regulate his defigns, occupations, and exer- 
ciſes with relation to a ſpiritual life, as to the principal end 
which he ought to propoſe to himſelf. Now it is one of the 
miracles of divine grace and wiſdom, that every ſtate of a law- x 
ful life, that is, which is not reproved by the law of God, may 
be referred to the end of which we ſpeak : and experience 
daily ſhews, that the actions which we perſorm for diſcharging Wl ft 
the duties of our ſtate. though they ſeem ſometimes very 
diſtracting of themſelves, bring us nearer to God, than they 
remove us from him; that they augment the defire of his 
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preſence, and that he communicates himſelf to the ſoul in 
ſuch a manner by ſecret and unknown ways, in the midſt of 
neceſſary diſtractions, that it is never delayed thereby. 


4. Let him ſeek the glory of God in all things, and not 
content himſelf with avoiding fin, but aim at, and advance in, 
what is moſt perfect within the bounds of his condition; let 
him compare his defires with thoſe which Jeſus Chriſt would 
have had on the like occaſion; which may eaſily be known by 
his doctrine and examples: this is a ſure means of advancing 
greatly in his imitation, and conſequently in ſanctity. 


* 


c 


4 5. Let all his actions be regulated in ſuch a manner, that 
he may be always employed, and know what he is to do in 
every hour of the day; by this means he will live in greater 
innocence, and be leſs expoſed to the temptations of the 
devil. Let him not begin any action or exerciſe without an 
elevation of his heart to God, to beg his light and grace, that 
he may do nothing but what is for his glory, and according 
to his good pleaſure. | 


iis 6. Let him receive every affliction or pleaſure that befals 
him, with an entire conformity to the divine will, praifing 
God and blefling him without intermiſſion, in ſpite of the re- 
=X pugnances of nature; let him entreat him not to regard the 
corrupt ſentiments of human weakneſs, but the good deſires, 
2 with which his bounty has vouchſafed to inſpire him; and let 
him remain in the calmeſt diſpoſition he poſſibly can, till the 
ſtorm be entirely ceaſed. | 


de 4 If he receives from God any particular graces, let him 
iſcover them only to thoſe who direct him, to whom he 
Pught lincerely to diſcloſe the bottom of his ſoul, that he ma 


1 void all miſtake, and not fall into the ſnares of the devil. 


8. There are many ſorts of temptation, ſome induce us to 
In, others withdraw us from perfection. This js a general 
Precaution in regard of all. 


1 Firſt, to be diffident of thoſe things for which we feel a 
Fong. inclination, how good ſoever they may ſeem to us; 
y decauſe every thing, except God alone, that we ardently ſeek 
ter, and forſake with difficulty, is the objec of diſorderly 
ore, and becomes a ſource of temptations, and a hindrance 
> the perfect knowledge and pure love of God, which ought 
o be the aim of all our deſires, ; 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, not to allow any thought to enter into our mind 
which might diſturb us, but to reſiſt it in the beginning, by 
imploring the help of God: if it becomes too importu nate, 
we mult have recourſe to our ghoſtly father, to the uſe of the 
ſacraments, to the interceſſion of the bleſſed virgin and ſaints, 
and to the avoiding of all occaſions which might make us lofe 
our interior peace; for the ſtrongeſt often yield thereto; 
whereas the weak find in their flight, ſtrength and victory. 
The temptations of the fleſh and pride are the moſt dangerous, 
becauſe they more directly attack the life of the ſoul ; but we 
muſt be perſuaded that they never hurt whilſt they diſpleaſe ; 
that we are not forſaken of God, though we are not ſenfible 
of his help; and that to leave off our exerciſes of piety at that 
time, would be baſcly yielding to the temptation. | 


* an 
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Thus, very far from ſhunning the phyſician and the remedy 3 
when we are fick, it is particularly at that time that we mult 
caſt ourſelves at the Lord's feet, with a firm confidence, that 
he will not only have the goodneſs to help us, but that his 
wiſdom and love will turn all the puniſhments we ſuffer to 
our advantage. 
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What we have ſaid concerning the regularity of life, the 2 1 
purity of defires, and the reſiſtance of temptations, ought to 4 1 
be a great conſolation to perſons given to prayer, by giving 
them that confidence with which they muſt approach to God, 43 
and interior peace ſo neceſſary for treating with him. I ſay 2 
ſtill more, that though we ſhould find ourſelves ſo oppreſſed BW; 
with the remorſe of any fin newly committed, that we ſhould i 
not dare, out of a juſt ſhame, to appear before God, we 
ought not even then to keep at a diſtance from him ; but to : 
preſent ourſelves before his mercy covered with confuſion, to 
acknowledge the greatneſs of our evil, and humbly to 9 4 
to God, that we know no other remedy after having offended WM 
him, than to have recourſe to him : for that which appears 
a reſpectful fear, is only in effect a ſecret pride, which cannot 
bear the ſhame and humiliation of fin. 


9. Let him not depend, for the accompliſhment of his re- 
ſolutions, either on his own merits, or induſtry; but only ＋ 
perform what belongs to him, in preparation of himſelf for 
what it ſhall pleaſe God to communicate to him: and let 
him think he does no ſmall matter, if he faithfully perſerersy 4 
in this diſpoſition, by daily renewing his good deſires. | 
him be aſſured that the work of God will be always rand in 9 Ic 


ſuch a manner as is moſt agreeable to his glory, and the of 
0 A 
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d of his ſoul : but let him not appoint himſelf the judge of his 


Y EE own advancement, nor of the communications of God, who, 
e, dy a conduct full of wiſdom, often hides from us what he 
© operates in us, even when he operates what we defire ; for he 
s, requires us to live in confidence and reſignation, to continue 
ſe knocking at the gate of his mercy, and to be always ſenfible 
„ of our own poverty and miſery. > | 
)-. 5 ED 

is, 10. Let him therefore never leave off his prayer, what dry- 
ve gneſs ſoever he ſuffers therein; but endeavour on the contrary 
e; Jo perſevere conſtantly in it: for though it be without reliſh, 


le Wt is not without fruit; and it is always profitable, though we 
at Are not always ſenſible of its advantage. But when it pleaſes 
God to ſoften our hearts by the ſentiment of his love, we muſt 
he attentive to its operation, and not carry our thoughts elſe- 


dy Zrhere, ſo long as there remains one fingle ſpark of this divine 
uit ire: for this ſpark perhaps will cauſe a great conflagration, 
at rhich will produce in the ſoul the change it deſires, 

his | 


to . Let him be careful to elevate his mind to God often in 

the day, by reſigning himſelf to him, bleſſing his holy name, 

hanking him for his favours, imploring his help, ſpeaking ta 
the im affectionately, embracing him lovingly, and fighing after 
to he poſſeſſion of him; that he may perpetually entertain the 
ng re of divine love. For it frequently happens that God grants 
od, Wt thoſe moments, what he refuſes in the time of prayer; to 
ſay each us that it is to his goodneſs, and not to our own care, 
led hat we owe our happineſs: which will alſo ſerve to augment 
uld pur love to him, and to diminiſh our pride. | 


to 12. Let him be fully perſuaded of theſe two things; the 
, to ne which will be a great help to him in his puniſhments and 
teſt mptations, that God proportions them always to our ſtrength, 
ded nd never leaves more upon us that we can bear with the 
ars iſtance of his grace. For as a holy Solitary very wiſely. 
not MPferves, (St. //aac) although we always feel the temptation 
fore grace, yet it is certain that grace always precedes 
e temptation; ſince God never permits temptation but ac- 

re- Mrding to the meaſure of grace; which ought to inſpire us 
nly th great courage and confidence. The other, is the re- 


for embrance of God's preſence, eſpecially in ſuch occaſions, 
let are capable of diſtracting us, wherein we muſt obſerve, 
eres 4 much as poſſible, a reſpectful attention to God who ſees us 
Let 4 d acts with us; by this means the door of divine commu— 


, in cations will not be ſhut, and we ſhall always be in a ſtate 
being introduced, whenever it ſhall pleaſe the Lord, into the 
cellzr 


ood 
of 
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cellar of his delicious wines, (Cant. II. 2.) where he pours out 
the torrents of his love, where he diſpels the clouds which 
hide him from us, where he communicates himſelf — 
to the ſoul, where far from the noiſe of human words, and 3 
in the filence of univerſal nature, he ſpeaks to us himſelf 
heart to heart, and where he ſleeps and reſts in peace with us. 
(P/. iv. 9.) O! who could behold that happy moment? Grant ; 
us this grace, O Lord! if it be for thy glory, and the ad- 
yancement of thy ſervice. | 


. 


The method of meditating on the ſufferings of Chri 4 in 
prayer. 


E who would apply himſelf to this exerciſe, ought, whes 3 
the hour of prayer is come, to behold with the eye of ® B A 
faith God preſent in the bottom of his heart, and more inti- E 
mate to the ſoul than it is to itſelf; or above him, by con- 
ſidering himſelf at his feet as a miſerable creature: he may 3 
alſo regard himſelf plunged in the immenſity of God, as a . 
fi in the ſea; or encompaſſed on every fide with his good- 
neſs, as a man would be with the light of the ſun at mid-day 
in an open place. Let him chuſe of theſe conſiderations that 
which will inſpire him moſt with reſpect, attention, faith, 
confidence, and union with God; and be aſſured that his q 
goodneſs will hear him favourably, and aſſiſt him in all his 
neceſſities : let him afterwards caſt his eyes upon the myſtery il 
he propoſes to meditate on; not looking upon it as paſt, but 
as preſent, fince it is fo indeed in the idea of God; but if the 
action of the myſtery be paſt, the virtue of it is not ſo, nor 
the love wherewith Chriſt performed it; fer that love is infinite, 
immutable, always the ſame, as ardent as when he ſhed his 1 
blood, and gave his life for our ſalvation, and moſt ready to WP 
do it Rill, if it were neceſſary. 45 4 


* 


| 


II. Thus after having recollected all his ſenſes interior 
and exterior, adored God with profound reſpect, made the 
ſign of the croſs, ſaid the Lord's prayer and angelical ſalutati- 
on, in order to obtain the light of heaven; let him by XZ 
the; 


Har. II. F. Thomas's ſpiritual Advice. 19 


his exerciſe by reading attentively that ſuffering of our Savi- 
dur which he is to meditate upon, ſtopping his reading at ſuch 
places where he finds himſelf touched, that he may hear God, 
Wind let him act in him; and afterwards continue his reading: 
Shen it is finiſhed, let him addreſs himſelf to our Saviour, as 
che beheld him with his eyes in that ſtate of ſuffering, which 
Ws the ſubject of his prayer; and let him declare his love to 
him by affectionate words, or only by the motions of his 
®Heart, according as God ſhall inſpire him: for we muſt always 
ithfully follow the impreſſions he gives us: and fince it is he 
hom we ſeck, we ſhall remain at eaſe when we have found 
im. 5 
Let the underſtanding act as little as poſſible; for beſides 
having but little light whilſt the ſoul is incloſed in this mor- 
al body, it ought only to ſerve for preparing the way for the 
Prill, and opening, as one may ſay, the gate to love. Now if 
od vouchſafes through his mercy, without the help of the 
nderſtanding and imagination, to fill our ſouls with a ſweet 
peace, or with the admiration of thoſe truths which faith diſ- 
Movers to us; or with a lively ſorrow at the fight of our fins, 
Ind the ſuffering. of our Saviour; or with regret for having 
Mee gun ſo late to love him; or with a defire of being entirely 
i- Mis; or with a tranfport of love which may induce us to em- 
race him affectionately ; or in fine with any other motion 


gw hatſoever that may unite us to God; we muſt remain calm- 
s a Dy therein, without employing ourſelves with any other 
od- thought, how holy ſoever it may appear to us: not that 
lay other thoughts are bad; but becauſe the ſoul finds in this in- 


erior peace, the fruit and end of all good thoughts. 


th, | 

his The mind of man is too cloſely canfined in this life ta 
his Mrhink on many things at once. It is a diſorder to ſow when 
ery Ne ought to. reap, and a temptation to defire to fill ourſelves 


2 with holy thoughts when we ſhould gather the fruit thereof 
F<! the ſoul therefore enjoy the fruit of its paſt labours, and 
Wake its reſt; as a ſheep does that is filled, which without 


nor 

ite, Froubling itſelf with ſeeking for freſh graſs, that his ſtomach 
his perhaps could not digeſt, ſweetly chews over again what it 
to Pas already eaten. A day will come when being diſcharged 


rom the weight of this earthly body, it will find itſelf equally 
A oſſeſſed of knowledge and love, and not the one be any 
'F pm pediment to the other. Eg > 


ati- 71]. The time of prayer being ended, retire from it with 
diſpoſition of peace and loye, as one that poſſeſſes God 
; TO IR 5 within 
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within himſelf: apply yourſelf afterwards to the affairs of 
your ſtate with a recollected mind, and endeavour to preſerve | 
the fervour, light, and repoſe of prayer. But if it has been ac- 
companied with dryneſs, heavineſs, and other pains, be not 
grieved thereat; but in concluding it, bleſs the Lord who is 
always juſt in judgments, acknowledge your own unworthi- 
neſs, offer him your troubles, proteſting that you did not un- 
dertake this exerciſe, for receiving the conſolations of God 
therein, but for the doing his holy will, to which you entirely 
reſign yourfelf. Examine in fine what may have diſtracted 
you: if you had been the cauſe of it yourſelf, by your own 
fault or negligence, before or in time of prayer, accuſe your- 
ſelf thereof with ſorrow, and puniſh yourſelf for it by ſaying 
ſome prayer in the ſpirit of ſatisfaction: by this means it will 
happen, that going from prayer, humbled and confounded, i 
you will reap no leſs fruit from thence, than if you had been 
filled with conſolation therein. God who takes more care of 
our ſpiritual advancement than we ourſelves, knows alſo 
much better than we, what is moſt convenient for us. There- 


fore we ought to carry to prayer an entire reſignation of our- 
x 


ſelves into his hands, and a ſincere deſire of ſerving him; not 
agreeably to our own liking, but according to his good plea- 
ſure; equally thanking him, whether he humbles or comforts 
us; ſince both equally proceed from a father full of affection 


and goodneſs towards us. 
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IV. But that we may have our minds more recollected, and 
conſequently better diſpoſed to treat with God, it is of great 
importance to give him the firſt fruits of our thoughts in the 
morning, by-elevating our hearts to him at our being awake; 
to have certain appointed times alſo in the day for doing it, 
by frequent aſpirations; and in fine to lay ourſelves down to 
ſleep at night in his preſence and at his feet. For it is very 
difficult for him, who lets his mind be diſtracted in other ac- 
tions, to find recollection in prayer. As purity of heart is 
alſo a neceſſary diſpoſition to the divine communications; and 
as a rigorous examination of our faults may greatly contribute 
thereto; I ſhall here preſcribe the method of doing it every 


day. 


4 


o 
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is CC BE 4:3 IV. 
b Of Examination. 
| f Y a » kg, . . 
* Na ſpiritual life there are certain important maxims, which 


he who would make any progreſs in muſt obſerve in his 


* Ponduct. Some are general, and regard all times, places, 
\ Ind perſons. Others are particular, and annexed to certain 
fi ircumſtances. The general ones are theſe: 


a 1. To be continually on our guard, that we be not wil- 
| ngly poſſeſt with any object, deſire, or thought, which may 
ſo Ne di! 3 to God. 

2. To be frequently mindful of his preſence, that we may 


dore and bleſs him with a profound reſpect. 


3. Not to commit any fault, whether interior or exterior, 
ichout immediately conceiving ſorrow, and begging pardon 
rr it. | 


4. Never to take any reſolution till having firſt conſulted 
od; that we'may do nothing but what is conformable to his 


. 
12 3 ill. 


1 

on 

d 
3 

bo * 


65. To be watchful in mortifying our ſenſes, and particu- 
SFarly our tongue, that nothing may eſcape them but what is 
Negular and juſt. 


18 6. To do our neighbour, whoever he be, all the good we 

d n: and fo to enlarge our hearts towards him, that the pow- 
=& of athſting him may be wanting always rather than the 

ill. | 

7. Never to harbour any hatred or bitterneſs, how ſmall ſo- 

er it be, and though of ever ſo ſhort a duration. 


I 8. Never to ſuffer any fin on our conſcience, particularly 
it is conſiderable, without bewailing it, and having ſpeedy 
:courſe to the ſacrament of penance. | 


9 Never 
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9. Never to neglect our exerciſes of piety, nor the inſpi- 
rations of God; and faithfully to purſue thoſe motions he in- 
ſpires us with. 


10. To be diſtruſtful of thoſe things for which we feel af b 
ſtrong inclination, whether they be good or bad; and to have 4 
always the fear of God before our eyes. 3 


Not to be attached to our own will, but to condeſcendi | 
to that of others, when it may be done without fin. We 


12. Not to have any eſteem of ourſelves, and to do nothing 4 
for gaining that of men; to propoſe to ourſelves only God 
glory, and never to prefer ourſelves to any one, how imper- I 
fect ſoe ver he may appear to us. F 


— — 


13. To bleſs God in all the accidents of life, and to receive 4 
them from his hands with thankſgiving. F 


= 
£ 


II. Beſides theſe general inſtructions, there are ſome par 
ticular ones which regard, 1. The duties of every perſon in 
his own ſtate of life. 2. The amendment of his common 
failings. 3. The attention which he ought to have to thor 
occaſions which might aſſiſt or impede his ſpiritual advance. 4 
ment. 4. The regulation of his time and actions. 5. The 
manner in which he ought to act and converſe with his 
neighbour. For he that would pleaſe God, ought always to A 
have in view, the advancement in his love, the avoiding of} f 
fin, the profiting by every thing that happens, and the re- 
newing, changing,” augmenting, and diminiſhing his refolu- 
tions, according to the circumſtances which offer themſelves. 
For, as it is very well obſerved in the book of the contempt 71 4 
the world, our advancement is ſuch as our reſolutions are. I: 
is neceſſary therefore to neglect nothing in ſuch an important | 
affair, and to examine ourſelyes ſtrictly with regard to all 
theſe things. 18 


= 
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III. Let him then who deſires to acquire the purity of heart, 
after having made the hgn of the croſs, and ſaid the Lord 
prayer, preſent himfelf in preſence of God, as a * tical 
child that returns to his father; or as the publican, who + 
dares not to lift up his eyes to heaven; or as holy Magdalen 
bewailing her fins at her Saviour's feet ; or as the leper, beg- 
ging his cure of him at a diſtance; or as the wicked ſervant, 
being proſtrate before his maſter, and not having wherewithF- 

to 
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pi- Jo ſatisfy him, has recourſe to his patience and goodneſs; or in 
in- Ine as a miſerable creature, who overwhelmed with the 


Peigght of his miſeries ſtands in great need of the mercy of 
is creator. Let him afterwards make a fincere acknowledg- 
SHent of all his fins in particular, and beg pardon for them 
rich ſorrow and humility : let him compare his faults with 
is reſolutions, bleſs the patience of God for his long-ſufferance 
e him, and laſtly conclude his examen by this, or ſome 


nd ch like prayer. 
| 1 | : 
2X 1V. Behold here, O my Lord and my God! this miſerable 
ing eature. Behold him whom thou ſupporteſt with ſo much 
d oodneſs, and for whom thou haſt done ſuch great things: 
er. Mis unprofitable, weak, and ungrateful ſervant, rebellious 


> thy light, and faithleſs in thy ſervice; who has done fo 
auch ill, and fo little good. What will become of me? 
Lord] if thou haſt not mercy on me? Thou without whom 
am nothing, I know nothing, I can do nothing but fin, and 
Mot reclaim myſelf; fall, and not riſe again; go aſtray, and 
ot return into the road; loſe thee, and not ſeek thee; 
end thee, and not appeaſe thy wrath, unleſs I am affiſted 
ich thy light and grace. Thou knoweſt that all comes from 
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once, the will, the deſire, and the execution. Thou art the 
oſe >fuge of the poor, and the comfort of the miſerable. 


ehold here a poor and miſerable finner, who caſts himfelf 
ito the arms of thy mercy. Look upon me, O Lord! with 
ioc eyes of thy goodneſs; forget my fins, com paſſionate my 
toWWiſeries, and moiſten the dryneſs of my heart with the 
ZE lutary- waters of thy grace. O divine light, diſpel my 
Warkneſs! O infinite power, fortify my weakneſs! receive my 
efire, O Lord! aſſiſt my will, forget what I have committed 
ainſt thee, and give me what thou haſt merited for me. 
ch as I am, I defire to be wholly thine; ſupply my 
=p worthineſs by thy grace; let that ſame goodneſs, which 
ſpires me with the defire and reſolution of ſerving thee, 
li lige thee to operate in me what thou defireſt from me, that 
ay never do any thing but to thy glory. Amen. 


V. After having ſpoken to God in this manner, let him 
1 d plore the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed virgin, his angel guardian, 
d his patrons; and then conclude with the defire of being 
ho ithful to God, and of performing his reſolutions. But when 
god, by a ray of his light, diſcoyers to the ſoul the great 
rity he requires of it, he gives it alſo a clearer knowledge 
its defects, urges it to examine them more ſtrictly, and to 
arch for its moſt ſecret inclinations, not only the vicious 
but 
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but natural ones. Would to God that ſinners would bewail 


bewails its ſmalleſt faults! As ſuch a ſoul dwells in a region of 
light, I do not write this for it, but only for beginners. 


La: A Þ. V. 


Conſiderations proper for exciting in us the love of Chriſt ſuffering. 


MONG an infinite number of motives, capable off 
kindling in our hearts the love of Chriſt, in confidera-M 
tion of his ſufferings; and of ſhewing us the obligation we 
have of imitating him; we ſhall only ſet down ſome of them 
here, hoping that God will be pleaſed to ſuggeſt others to! 3 
thoſe, who ſhall come, according to the expreſſion of the b 
prophet //azah, to draw waters in joy from the fountams of our 
Saviour, (xi. 3.) . 


I. He ſuffered willingly, and out of the pure love he had 
for us; without being obliged thereto either in rigcur of 
juſtice, or by reaſon of our merits: for on the one hand wel 4 
are all ſinners; and on the other, though he was engaged to 
ſuffer by his promiſe and obedience, both having been 
voluntary, yet his ſacrifice was not ſo much a ſacrifice oi 
Juſtice, as of love. (P/alm iv. 6.) 1 


II. He ſuffered joyfully : for though the ſcripture compare 
his torments to the waves of a raging ſea, he was urged with 
an earneſt deſire of undergoing them; and it is in this viene 
the prophet Jeremy foretold of him, that he ſhould be filled win 
reproaches. (Lament. iii. 30.) This is a moſt bitter food, and 
very hard to digeſt; but it was ſo palatable to Chriſt, that he b 
required a great deal of it to ſatisfy his hunger: that hunge 
which was the meaſure of his ſufferings, ought alſo to be that 
of our love. 4 7 
( 


III. That deſire of ſuffering excited by love, ſweetened toll 
him the bittereſt things. Thus it was ſweet to him to bei [ 


ſubject to his parents, during ſo great a number of years; to 
Jive 


: 


} 


nay. V. E Tromas's ſpiritual Aloice. - 25 


ive among men, whoſe manners were ſo different from his 
wn; to be tempted by the devil; and to ſubject himſelf to 
any other moſt humbling and grievous. puniſhments ; of 
Prhich we are to ſpeak at large; and in which his love made 
im find incredible delights. | 


V. 
ail 
En x 
of 


u. He wrought in himſelf a continual miracle, that he 
Night be able to ſuffer : for beholding God clearly, and con- 
F-quently enjoying happineſs, he refuſed his body the glorious 
*KHualities of brightneſs, agility, ſubtilty and impaſfibility, 
Thich the ſoul ſhould naturally have communicated to it: 
nd that love which made him ſo often work miracles, for 
eeing the martyrs from the ſenſe of pain, made him work 
me, that he himſelf might become capable of ſuffering and 


ing for us. 


V. He has transferred to and made us a perfect donation of 


ra. hatever he merited by his ſufferings; as he himſelf was 
we glready happy, he had no need of merits but for his exterior 
lem glory, which he miraculouſly ſuſpended in the manner we 
3 ton 


ave mentioned, and which he prevented from being out- 
ardly reſplendent. Thus he merited all the reſt for us; that 
to ſay, the pardon of, and ſatisfaction for, fin; grace and 
Nory; but in ſuch abundance, that tho' one fingle ſigh of his, 
Huld have merited for all men the means and poſſeſſion of 
had ernal ſalvation, by the infinite value which the dignity of 
ol is perſon gave to the leaſt of his actions; yet he was pleaſed, 
wehr ſatisfaction of his love, to ſuffer the moſt dreadful 
1 tofWrments : and this was the foundation of that ſuperabundant 
eel EE demption, and inexhauſtible treaſure of graces, which he 
e Ain dittributes daily to us, with the ſame goodneſs, as if he 
d but juſt merited them for us. 


q 


arc VI. His love had no beginning, and will never have an end: 
with r though it appeared only in time by the works which God 
vieVW&rformed exteriorly, it burnt from all eternity in his heart; 
i d as it is eternal and infinite, it is incapable of any change: 
and Chriſt loves us with his whole eflence, and with the ſame 
it he re which unites the three divine perſons together. As there 
ngel but one eſſence in God, there cannot be a plurality of loves 
that him: therefore he loves his creatures with the ſame love 
Ich which he loves himſelf, every one in proportion to its 
Wcrits; and he has done no leſs for me than he would 
ed to ve done for himſelf, if he had been in the ſame neceſſity as 
o beam. 
S ; ON 
Jive 


VII. This 
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VII. This love is neither divided, nor capable of diviſion, 
God loves me with the ſame love wherewith he loves all men; 
he has ſuffered no leſs for me alone than for them ; and he 


belongs as much to me as he does to all others together. 8 


that I may ſay with St. Bernard, thou art wholly mine, O my 
amiable Jeſus ! and wholly ſacrificed to my neceſſities. I may 
call him, with the apoſtle St. Thomas, my Lord and my God; 
as if there was no other ſoul in the world but mine for which 
he died. And though he communicates himſelf to men in 
proportion to the diſpoſitions he finds in them, becauſe he 
will not do violence to their liberty, yet it is certain that, by 
his own inclination, he is always ready to do each of them in 
particular as much good, and even more, than to all the 
others together; as he did to the moſt bleſſed virgin his 
mother: for, according to the obſervation of St. Chry/oftom 
(Hom. 20. in Matt.) it is alway the fault of him that aſks 
when he receives little. It cannot be doubted but mat God's 
goodneſs is infinite ; therefore the ſmallneſs of his gift pro- 
ceeds not from his little love, but from our want of diſpoſition. 
If God beſtows a ſmall bleſſing on his creature, it is not 
becauſe of the little love he has for it, but of the ſmallneſs of 
his love to him. When he ſuffered I was preſent to his 
knowledge, which is no leſs infinite than his love; and he 
offered his ſufferings to his eternal father for all my neceſſities 
in particular, as if he had ſuffered only for me alone. 


VIII. In order to reſemble me the more, he had no regard 
to himſelf: he concealed all the ſplendor and majeſty of his 
divine perſon, that he might ſubject himſelf to all thoſe 
humiliations, which he could ſuffer without fin. He paſſed 
for a ſinner, was treated as a ſlave, and made no account of 
his own life, though it was the moſt precious thing in the 
world, further than it might ſerve for my ſalvation. He per- 
mitted his ſoul, which was happy and incapable of ſuffering, 
to be chaſed by the violence of torments out of a body which 
had always been perfectly ſubject to it, and to which it natu- 
rally defired to remain united. He was pleaſed that his divi- 
nity, which could not ſuiter of itſelf, ſhould concur at leaſt in 
all his labours and ſuffering after a particular manner. Ina 
word, he was not fatisted till his body, ſoul, and divinity, 
were become my nouriſhment ; and he has ſet ſo high a value 
upon me, though a miſerable wretch as I am, that he has given 
me all he had to beſtow, and ſuffered for me whatever he 
could. ; 


IX. Many 


__ 
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IX. Many of his pains were to ſuch a degree of violence, 
that he could never have ſupported them without dying, if he 
had been a mere man; ſuch was his faſt forty days in the 
deſart, his ſorrow in the garden of Ollbes, which St. Luke calls 
an agony, and which was indeed a mortal aceident: but be- 
cauſe it was not fit that he ſhould deſtroy himſelf, he fyſtam- 
ed his humanity by the divine power, in order to make it 
ſuffer more than the weakneſs of nature could bear. In the 
ſame manner alſo he uſed his body during his paſſion: for 
though ſuch violent pains ought naturally to have deprived 
him of life, he preſerved it by the power of his divinity, 
until be had filled up the meaſure of thoſe puniſhments he had 
reſolved to ſuffer for us. So he concealed at the ſame 
time the ſplendor of his divinity, that he might not be ſpared 
in his ſalicrings and he excited its power, to add to the hu- 
manity the ſtrength of ſuffering the more. 


X. In fine, what infinitely exalts the greatneſs of his chari- 
ty, as the apoſtle St. Paul ſays, (Rom. v.) is the unworthineſs 
of thoſe whom he loved. It is not perhaps above the mind of 
man to comprehend, that one might give his life for a juſt 
man: becauſe he who, by an unjuſt condemnation, ſulſers 
death for an innocent perſon, augments thereby his own merit 
and glory, very far from loſing any part of either; but to die 
tor a wicked, criminal, ungrateful perſon, one who perpetual- 
ly offends his own benefactor; and even makes ufe of the fa- 
vours he has received from him to his diſhonour ; this is what 
ſurpaſſes human underſtanding, and what the love of God 
alone is capable of comprehending and executing. - For when 
we were enemies to God, the eternal father delivered up his 
only ſon to death for us; the ſon offered himſelf joyfully 
thereto; and the Holy Ghoſt, that divine fire, kindled in the 
father and fon that infinite charity by which we are loved, in 
ſpite of our unworthineſs and demerits. God does not regu- | 
late the love he bears us according to our merits, but to his own” 
goodneſs; and the more unworthy we are of it, the greater, 
more pure, and worthy of him is his love. It is your duty, O 
Fans ſoul! to confider what you owe to God for all his 

avours. 6 
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I. Suffering of CRRILST. 


His forefight and acceptance of whatever he was to ſuffer, 01 


0 Lord made uſe of ſuch efficacious remedies for  *< 
reſtoring human nature, corrupted by the fin of the m 
firſt man, and ſo proper for the cure of our wounds, that it I tic 
may be truly ſaid, he has redeemed us after the moſt perfect I 
manner. For befides our being born and living in fin, and I be 
ſubject to all the puniſhments it has brought upon us; it alfo 
cauſed in our nature ſo great a diſorder, and ſuch a violent del 
inclination to evil, that Chriſt was no leſs neceflary for the but 
re-eſtabliſhment of order, than for the expiation of our fins; tat 
and we equally ſtood in need of reformation and redemption. 
It was for this reaſon that the ſon of God, having vouchſafed dea 
by his infinite mercy to redeem the world, was not fatisfied 
with meriting for us the remedy of our evils, by every action in! 
of this mortal life; but he has left us the example and form dur 
of all thoſe virtues, that are to ſerve for the regulation of our fro: 
manners: which makes St. Paul ſay, (1 Cor. xv. 49) that as 
by the fins in which we are born, and wherein we live, and 
we have borne the image of the earthly Adam, ſo we ought to thir 
endeavour 10 bear alſo the image of the heavenly one, by a life ill 
altogether new; eſpecially ſince we are become one and the thir 
ſame body with him by the grace of baptiſm: and the ſame 
apoſtle 


I. Suffering of Chrift. | 
apoſtle adviſes us alſo, (Rom. xii. 14.) f put an our Lord Jaſus 


29 


Chrift ; and to live as having 


been 
inſtructed by his example. 5 


redremed by his blood, and 


II. Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour and maſter both, has obſeryed 
in the reformation of man, the ſame order which had been 
purſued in his deſtruction ; but he has practiſed therein the 
virtues directly oppoſite to thoſe vices which had deſtroyed us. 
For firſt, in place of Eve, he made choice of the bleſſed 
virgia Mary, as a companion of his labour, endued with an 
angelic purity of ſoul and body, perfectly ſubject to God, and 
the inſtrument of all our evil. Secondly, Adam was Seeg, 
with great advantages of nature, and moſt plentiful helps o 
grace, whereby it was eaſy for him to have continued in that 
happy ſtate: and notwithſtanding he ſinned almoſt imme- 
diately after his creation. The ſecond Adam, in order to 
repair the fault of the firſt, was pleaſed that his body ſhould 
be formed, and his ſoul and divinity united thereto, in an 
inſtant ; being unable to wait the ordinary term of man's 
formation, thro' his impatience of beginning the work of our 
redemption. | 


III. As diſobedience had been the firſt fin, the firſt action of 
Chriſt was an act of obedience. A perverſe will, and a plea- 
ſure delighted in, contrary to the prohibition of the creator, 
were the origin of our ruin : the ſenſe of pain ſuffered in ſub- 
miſſion to the order of God, was the beginning of our repara- 
tion. So that our Saviour in deſcending on earth was united 
to our nature; and at the inſtant of his conception, in which 
he might have been truly adored as Man-God, he began his 
firſt labour and our firſt remedy. He could not ſuffer the leaſt 
delay, nor that there ſhould be one ſole moment in his life 
but what was full of mercy and grace for ſinners. The eternal 
tather repreſented to him at the firſt inſtant of bis life, the 
labours, troubles, ignominies, ſorrows, derelictions, torments, 
death, and in fine all the torments he had to ſuffer, with all 
their circumſtances, their weight, number, and meaſure; but 
in ſo lively and diſtinct a manner, as when he had actually en- 
dured them. Befides our Lord, who was full of light and grace, 
from whom nothing could be hid, and who beheld all theſe 
things as if they had been preſent, ſubmitted himſelf joyfully 
and entirely to his father's command; and accepted of every 
thing that was ordained for him to ſuffer from his conception 

ill his death, with a will as ready and compleat, as if no- 
thing had been propoſed to him: but glory and pleaſures. 


IV. But 


C2 


W-- 0 Suffefing of Chriſt. 
IV. But as, by all the actions of his life, he put in execu- 
tion every particular of the will of God his father, how ſevere 
' Joever they were to nature; ſo we ought to believe, that he was 

mot content with accepting in general of every thing he was 
to ſuffer; but that he then reſigned and delivered up in par- 
ticular his head to thorns, his eyes to tears, his cheeks to buffet- 
tings, his face to affronts, and his mouth to gall and vinegar; 
and that he offered his body, life, honour, and what was in 
him capable of ſuffering, for the glory of his father, and the 
ſalvation of men. This was a moſt ſenfible pain to his ſacred 
humanity, which was then ſo tender and delicate: for as our 
Lord never ſpared it in the ſmalleſt matter that might afflict 
it, it cannot be doubted but that this repreſentation was moſt 
grievous to it ; becauſe his infinite knowledge fupplied what 
it wanted of the experimental part; and though this ſenſe 
made a greater appearance exteriorly in his prayer in the 

arden ; yet it may be faid, that it was not more violent than 
in that firſt moment of which we ſpeak. £4; 


V. This voluntary obedience of the word incarnate, was 
accompanied with a profound humility, and ardent love, 
an extreme ſorrow, and an infinite merit; it was ſo agreeable I h. 
to God that it was ſufficient for the redemption. of all men; Ie 
and that the eternal father could then have revoked the fen- 
tence and command which he had given to his ſon, taken 17 
him up to heaven, and made him fit down at his right hand: 
for the merit of that fingle action was capable of taking away 
all the fins of the world, of chaining down the powers of hell, I m 
of filling the whole world with treaſures of grace, and opening ll c. 
to all men the gates of heaven: becauſe Chrift being a divine = 
and infinite perſon, and the value of actions correſponding 2 
always to the merit of the perſon, the leaſt of his was more bf. 
than ſufficient for redeeming a hundred thouſand worlds. wil 
This is what [/aia/ foretold of him in thefe words; (viii. 3.) ood 
Call his name, haſten to take away the poils, make haſte to take pres: alu 
for before the child knows how 10 call for his father and mother, the the 
Brength of Damaſcus /hall be taken away, that is, the power of. 1- 
the devil and fin, to which the whole world were flaves. The blig 
prophet foreſaw that the Maſſias would not delay our remedyſfthe 
one moment, and that he would be ſo impatient to accom- Her. 
plifh his father's deſigns, that in the firſt inſtant of his life, he; 
would abundantly merit for us, by his obedience, all the fa- 5 
vours of the divine mercy, not only before he could ſpeak, 
but even before he was born. Such was the charity which 


drew down Chriſt on earth: one fingle action of his was ſuffi- 
cient 
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cient for our ſalvation, but not for his love. Behold what a 
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VI. What more ſalutary inſtruction can we therefore defire, 
for the reformation of our manners, than that which- this divine 
maſter gave us in the beginning of his life? the want of obe- 
dience, ſays the holy ſcripture, , was the cauſe of our miſery : 
and this virtue having been in Chriſt, as it were the foundation 
of all thoſe graces he merited for us; he was pleaſed to mani - 
feſt to us thereby, that we ought like him to eſtabliſh the 
whole fabric of chriſtian perfection upon obedience ; and as 
he did not ſpend one ſingle moment of his life without obeying 
God his father, ſo we ought alſo to account all thoſe for loſt, 
which we do not conſecrate to obedience. Let us conſider then, 
how much of our time we ſpend in ſleep, in eating, in idleneſs, 
and what is ſtill more to be regretted, in criminal actions, 
irregular pleaſures, ard in all other things which ſeparate 
us from God; with what faintneſs and remiſſneſs do we ſeek him, 
with what facility do we quit his ſervice, and with what ne- 
gligence do we labour for our own ſalvation, which coſt him ſo 
much? If we compare the coldneſs in which we live, and the 
reaſons which prevent us from loving Chriſt with our whole 
heart, with the ardour he had to ſuffer for us, and the rigour he 
exerciſed over himſelf in ſatisfaction for our fins, we Il be 
equally covered with confuſion and filled with graticude in 
his preſence, | 


VII. So much has been written upon obedience and ſub- 
miſſion tothe will of God, that I ſhall content myſelf with 
ſaying here; that Chriſt by teaching us in what manner we 
ought to pray, has taught us alſo how to obey, in theſe words; 
thy will be done on earth as it ts in heaven. (Matth. vi.) For the 
bleſſed in heaven not only deſire and do nothing but what God 
wills, but they cannot think even any thingcontrary to what he 
ordains. So we ought not to be ſatisfied with keeping our wills 
always conformable to that of God, but we-muſt afpire to 
the perfection of obedience, and ſubmit our underſtandings 
alſo to him. There ate ſo many maxims in the world, efta- 
bliſhed. approved, and even conleerated, as ane may ſay, by 
he ſpeeious pretences of honour, N and duty, which 

>d ; and the corrup- 
ion of our bearts makes us daily find out ſo many reaſons 
or diſpenfing ourſelves from obedience, under colour of the 
Flory and ſervice of God, that it is very eaſy to be deceived 
herein, if we are not ſtrictly upon our guard. Let us there- 
ore pray to the Lord with David, to turn away our eyes that they 


may 
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may not ſee vanity (Pſalm cxviii. 37.) nor take it for the truth 
to illuminate us with his light in order to diſcover his will to 
us; that the purity of his doctrine, and the perfection of 
hs example, may be the only object of our thoughts and 
eſteem. For he that ſhall fix his eyes on Jeſus Chriſt our Lord . 
and maſter, who is the ſpotleſs mirror, and perfect image of 
the divine goodneſs, with a fincere defire of imitating Lim, 
and of ſubmitting his underſtanding to him, ſhall immedi- ! 
ately be free from a multitude of errors, | q 


CONTEMPLATION 1 


On Chriſt's forefight and acceptance of every thing he was 10 ſuffer, Nhe 


Son of the living God! O my ſaviour and redeemer! OW: a 

the comfort of my miſeries, and the only remedy of my 
evils! Thou art come into the world to ſave our loſt ſculs, to 
ſhew how much thou loveſt ſinners, and the deſire thou haſt I 
of ſatisfying for them. Thou burneſt with ſuch an ardent 
thirſt after torments and the croſs, that thou wouldſt not live 
one ſingle moment without ſuffering : I even preſume to ſay, O th 
my God ! that had it been poſſible or convenient, thou wouldſt . 
have come into the world on the croſs, and have remained ! 
faſtened thereto, from the firſt inſtant to the laſt breath of thy... 
life; ſo incomprehenſible is the exceſs of the love thou beareſt — 
us. But at leaſt, if thou waſt not always upon the croſs where- YT, 
on thou diedſt, thou never livedſt without ſuffering ; thou 5 


didſt not ſpare thy holy humanity in a body extremely deli- i 
cate, and but newly. formed. How pure, how great, and aſe 


bow divine is thy love ! As thou didſt never judge that body 
too ſmall to be without the bleſſed ſoul that was to animate it, 
or without the divinity that was to be united to it; ſo thou 
didſt always think it big enough to ſuffer ; even to make it 
feel at once, in the moment of its formation, all the pains it 
was to ſuffer at different times, in the whole courſe of its life; 
Thou ſhewedlt it at that time the tears, ſorrows, hunger, in 
conveniences, poverty, fatigues, injuries, and contempt 
which it was toundergo ; the fetters wherewith it was to be 
| boun 


, 
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bound, the ſtripes with which it was to be torn, the thorns 
o Wit was to be pierced with, the croſs whereon it was to be 
FF Wl faſtened, the gall and vinegar that were to be preſented to it, 
d che extreme deſolation whereto it was to be reduced, and in 
d ane the eruel death that was to conſummate its ſacrifice. | 


II. If at the age of thirty three years the only thought of 
thoſe torments, which were prepared for thy holy humanity, 
occaſioned it ſuch a profound ſorrow, that it was caſt thereby 
into an agony, and bathed in a ſweat of blood; what mull its 
grief have been, when, at its entrance into the world, every 
thing it was to ſuffer during the whole courſe of its life, was 
repreſented to it in ſo clear, fo lively, and fo. certain @ 
manner? I comprehend, O my God! that that puniſhment - 
was one of the greateſt thou didſt ever endure; fince thou 
waſt then man to feel it in its whole extent, and God to fore- 
ſee it in alt its circumſtances. Thou didſt at the ſame time 
foreſee all, accept of every thing, and was ſenſible of all; 
becauſe thy love permitted thee not to ſpare thyſelf in the 
malleſt part of thy labours. O divine love! always active, 
r. how many artifices haſt thou employed, and how many 
means haſt thou invented to gain our hearts | There was no 
place, time, nor age, which thou haſt not thought proper 
for the execution of thy deſigns; and when the age and 
place rendered thee incapable of ſuffering exteriorly, thou 
procuredſt thyſelf interior croffcs, in order to beſtow con- 
tinually upon us the treaſures of thy grace ; to maintain that 
fire with which thou waſt conſumed; and to make thoſe 
_ of its heat whom thou loveſt, and defireſt to draw ta 
thee. 


III. Miſerable creature that I am! when 1 conſider thy 
agerneſs of ſuffering for my ſalvation in ſo tender an age, 
and in a body ſcarce yet capable of human figure ! What can 
ay, and how dare I appear before thee ? For, alas! in what 
ime of my life ſoever I look upon myſelf, I ſee nothing but 
m; and methinks there is no part of myſelf but what is 
Wo fccted therewith, as there was no part of thee but what was 
ierced with farrow. In my mother's womb, tho' I was 
ncapable of action, | was already like the old Adam by 
vriginal fin, wherewith my ſoul was defiled ; being born, and 
nable as yet to fin, becauſe TI had not the uſe of reaſon, 1 
elt violent inclinations to anger, lying, pride, gluttony, 
iſoyedience, and to many other diſorders, ' which ſhewed 
ufficiently at that time what the corruption of my heart was. 
Fhen I was arrived at the age of diſcretion, and capable of 

. knowing 


C | 
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knowing thee, O my God! inſtead of producing thoſe fruits 
thou hadſt reaſon to expect from me, into what diſorders did 
J not fall? O infinite mercy ! who haſt borne with me till now, 
do not confound me! Pardon me the eagerneſs wherewith 1 
purſued the bent of my corruption. What vanity, what 
deceit, and what preſumption; how many bad thoughts, 
criminal defires, and ſhameful actions have I not been guilty 
of? I have lived in a profound forgetfulneſs of thy bleſſings; I 
have been inſenſible of thy goodneſs, rebellious againſt thy 
light, deaf to thy inſpirations, diſobedient to thy law, a lover 
of the world, diſguſted with eternal . attached to myſelf, 
remote from thee, full of ſelf-love, and void of the love of 
thee ! I found the time too ſhort for ſatisfying my pleaſures; 
and the world too little for ſatiating my corrupt defires : but it 
ſeemed great to me when I was to love it preferably to thee, 
or to loſe thee for the ſake of it. Every age appeared to me 
far enough advanced for offending thee, but too feeble for 
ſerving thee. I committed by will and defire, the evil that 
age and ſtrength did not permit me to commit in deed : always 
powerful to fin ; but fainting, tepid, and ſlothful in thy ſervice. 


IV. Thou, O my God! as the true friend of my ſoul, moved 
with compaſſion towards it, thou  wouldſt not even wait the 
days employed by nature in the formation of bodies; thine 
was formed, animated, and filled with the divine majeſty, i 
an inſtant, out of the defire thou hadſt to make an advance 
of every moment, and to beſtow on the work of love and 
grace, the time that nature requires for hers. And for m 
part, O infinite goodneſs! though I had not the uſe of reaſo 
till many years after my birth, I did not know thee even then; 

and tho' I found thy blefhings heaped upon me in the courſe ol 
my life, I did not ſeek thee, nor ſerve thee, neither did [ 
concern myſelf about loving thee; but I contented myſel 
with a languiſhing, or rather with a dead faith. I was preſent 
in thy thoughts when thou began to ſuffer; thou kneweſt me 
when thou accepteſt of ſuch great puniſhments, and the 
foreſight of my miſeries excited in thee the impatience 0 
remedying them. Have mercy on me, O Lord! and conve 
me to thee, that I may begin, 'at leaſt now, to love and obe 
thee ; make me weep bitterly for the diſorders of my paſt life 
and change me ſo into thee, that I may no longer breathe 
after any thing but thee. | 


V. O that I had neyer offended thee ! O that I had employe 
the whole time of my life in loving and ſerving thee! If 1! 
the firſt moment when I return to thee with my whole hea 
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I find myſelf fo touched, ſo changed and ſo different from 
what I was before; what muſt I have been, O my, God! if I 
had never departed from thee? I ſhould have been now thy 
faithful ſervant, wholly filled with thy love, and wholly tranſ- 
formed into thy ſpirit. O infinite patience. that has ſo long 
expected me. O infinite gooxinels 3 that haſt borne with me 
till now. O infinite love! that calleſt me to thee,, poſſeſs me, 
and transform me wholly into. thee. From this moment to 
the laſt of my life, I refign myſelf to thee, to ſpend it entirely 
with thee; I am extremely ſorrowful for having offended thee, 
O my God! behold me now at thy feet, content thy juſtice, 
and take of me all the ſatisfaction thou pleaſeſt. I only 
cntreat thee, that the ſame love which urged thee in fo lively 
a manner to ſuffer for me, may cauſe a continual fountain of 
tears to flow from my heart, that I may weep, all the reſique 
of my life, for the misfortune of having diſpleaſed thee. 
This is the buſineſs of thy love; to it I reGgn all my concerns; 
treat with it about all my neceſſities; and J beg e from 
thee but what it bogs for me. : 


VI. Was it not reefanable that thou ſhouldſt ſpend the firſt 
hours of thy coming into the world, with the moſt bleſſed 
Virgin, whom thou foundeſt full of grace, love, and purity; 
and who was ſo agreeable to thee, that thou wouldſt decome 
her ſon ? Thou deſiredſt that I ſhould have a ſhare in thy love, 
and thou waſt at that time wholly employed about my 
miſeries and their remedy. _ O divine ſhepherd! who cameſt to 
ſeek, not the juſt, becauſe there were NONE; but finners; how 
thou didſt love this poor ſtrayed ſheep ! However the, ſoul of 
the bleſſed Virgin loſt nothing of its right for all thoſe benefits 
thou beſtowedſt on us: thou waſt rich enough both for her 
and us. As thy love is diving, it is neither limited nor 
divided ; and thou giveſt thyſelf at the ſame time wholly. to 
all, and wholly to every one in particular. I was no lefs 
preſent to thy knowledge and love than the bleſſed Virgin, 
though ſhe was moſt ſtrictly united to thee by the bond of per- 
fect charity. After what I ſee, what I believe, and what T. 
owe thee, O my divine Saviour! can there remain in me any 
thing that does not burn with the fire of thy love? O the 
lukewarmneſs! O the obſtinacy of my heart! deſtroy it, 
O Lord! and inflame me entirely with that heavenly fire, 
fince all my happineſs conſiſts in being conſumed therewith. 
When thou waiſt pleaſed to accept, for my ſalvation, of all 
the pains which thy father ſhewed thee in the moment of thy 
incarnation, by that love, obedience, and perfect reſignation, 
and by the violent ſorrow wherewith thy holy humanity was 


overwhelmed, 
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overwhelmed, thou acquiredſt the pardon of my ſins, the 
diſſipation of my darkneſs, the remiſſion of eternal puniſh- 


ments, and the change of temporal ones inte the merit of 


grace and glory. Thou meritedſt for me faith, hope, charity, 
and all other virtues, the victory over my enemies, and a 
perfect deliverance from all my evils; thou didſt at firſt fill me 
with bleffings, and at thy entrance into the world thou didſt 
ſo accompliſh the work for which thou cameſt thither, that 
though thou hadſt ſtopt there, I ſhould have been more than 
ſufficiently redeemed: why then, O my God! was not that 
ſufficient tor thy love, which was ſufficient for my ſalvation ? 
O God of love! he who loves thee not, knows thee not, and 
has never conſidered what thou haſt done for him. 


VIE. We are never wearied with what pleaſes us; we defire 
it, and love the continuance of it. Thus the abundant com-. 
munication of thy bleſſings, and of thyſelf, being to thee a 
moſt agreeable thing, thou wouldit not return into heaven, 
nor be ſatished with thoſe firſt ſufferings, which did but pro- 
voke the hunger wherewith thou waſt opprefled ; thou wouldſt 
ſatiate it, as one may ſay, by thirty three years labours, and 
the death of the croſs. O love! immenſe love! infinite love! 
let every tongue be filent, and every underſtanding remain in 
a profound admiration ; diffuſe thyſelf throughout my ſoul, 
O holy love! melt its ice; ſoften its hardneſs, that thou mayſt 
no longer find therein any refiftance to thy divine impreſſions; 
inflame, dilate, and fortify my heart; and grant that I may 
love thee without meaſure ; for I cannot otherwiſe correſpond 
to the manner in which thou loveſt me. What ſhall I ſay, 
O divine love! I conſecrate to thee my life, my ſoul; my 
powers, my faculties, and whatever I am. Diſpoſe of me, 
and what belongs to me, according to thy will, and permit 
not mine ever to depart from it. I defire nothing but thee 
alone; give me as great a defire of being thine, as thou haſt 
of ſuffering for me, that I may always love thee, and ever 


flefire to love thee. 


O mother of God, virgin moſt pure, and diſpenſatrix of 

aces ! love you that Lord for me, who has granted me fo 
many bleflings by you; and ſince you know the greatneſs of 
my obligations better than any one, obtain for me the pardon 
of my paſt fins, and the grace of ſerving that divine Saviour 
faithfully for the future. O celeſtial court! O bleſſed inha- 
bitants of heaven, you who are the conqueſt of that God made 
man for the love of men, bleſs him and love him for me; and 
inflame me for ever with that fire wherewith you perpetually 


burn. Amen. 
II. SUFFERING 
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u. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Tie nine month# which he paſſed in the womb of his bleſſed mother, 


'EEING the ſon of God was ſo intent on ſearching out the 

means of ſuffering for us, the leaſt circumſtance of his 
actions ought not to eſcape our notice; and in order to preſerve 
an eternal acknowledgment thereof, we ought to tix them 
deeply in our mind. His love made him invent a new kind 


of pain, which he alone was capable of enduring; and this 5 


was a nine months impriſonment in the bowels of his mother: 
he rejected every thing that could mollify its rigour, and would 
let nothing paſs that might _— it: for very far from re- 
ceiving any comfort from the divine Nature, fince he had mi- 
raculouſly ſuſpended the ſweetneſs, which his blefied ſoul ought 
to have diffuſed over his body, by virtue of the hypoſtatical 
union, the divinity ſerved only to make him ſuffer ſtill the 
more. The bleſſed virgin herſelf, though ſhe was to him a 
true paradiſe of delights, by reaſon of her perfect purity, did 
not diminiſh his ſenſe of corporal pain: becauſe thoſe de- 
lights, containing nothing ſenſible, conſiſted only in the bleſ- 
fings which our Lord communicated to that holy ſoul, and in 
the mutual Jove which united the ſon and the mother, but 
after a moſt- pure and ſpiritual manner: for the quality of 
mother of God did not exempt the blefled virgin from a 
buman ſtate; and though her pregnancy, which was the work 
of the Holy Ghoſt, was free from many miſeries common to 
other wamen; yet ſhe was ſubject to all thoſe that could be 
compatible with ber virginal purity, and eminent ſanctity, 


II. The Son of God being willing therefore to become like 
the children of Adam, embraced all their miſcries, ſin only 
excepted; and there was nothing with regard to the humanity, 
that could ſweeten the inconveniencies of his priſon. As his 
moſt holy conception was Gad's Work, and not man's, it was 
accompliſhed in an inſtant, and his body formed by the 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt, in the full extent required by 
human nature for the functions of life; but with ſo many 
perfections, that there never was any one more compleat. The 
ſoul which was united to it in the ſame moment, was ſo full 
of grace and wiſdom, that it not only excelled every human 
and angelic creature, but was worthy of being united to the 
divinity, and of becoming the moſt perfect inſtrument of the 
wonders which God defigned to work for the ſalvation of men. 

1 Chriſt 


EET Io 
Arn 


| 1 = \ l - = 
NETS WAR. 7 SCIENCE 


XI 
— — 


"= 


-4©-- 


—— EEE . < Bom ti—_  e — — — 


— — 
. . 


he is, the more heroical is that friendſhip. He had no regard 
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Chriſt then poſſeſſed that plenitude of grace and wiſdom in ſo 
eminent a degree, that it could not increaſe in him with 
age; and he had no leſs. thereof in his mother's womb, than 
when he aſcended into heaven, and ſat at his father's right 
hand: for to grow in wiſdom, had been to acquire ſome degree 
of it, which he had not before, and this defect could not 
agree with the dignity of his perſon. Certainly if any of us 
conſiders attentively what reluctance we ſhould have, to enter 


again into our mother's womb, with our, preſent reaſon and 
knowledge, and how much more readily. we ſhould.chuſe to 


undergo any other kind of pain, we ſhall comprehend what 
Chriſt was during nine months, who had more light and 
reaſon than all men together. 


Nicodemus was terrified, when our Saviour told him, that 
unleſs a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, (John 
iii. 3.) For as he groſsly underſtood that ſentence, it ſeemed 
frightful, and even impoſſible for a reaſonable man, already 
old, to return into his mother's womb, and be born again: 
Hence it is alſo that St. Auguſtin, in the Hymn he ſung with 
St. Ambroſe on the day of his baptiſm, makes uſe of this ſtrong 


expreſſion, ſpeaking to Chriſt; O Lord, when thou tookeft upon 


thee to deliver Man, thou abhorredſt not a virgin's womb. Now the 
expreſſion of horror, or abhorrence ſhews an averhon accompanied 
with a reluctancy and indignation. Our Saviour however had 
none of theſe to hinder him from ſhutting himſelf up in that 
ſtrait and incommodious priſon; he bore the trouble of it 
with the ſame love and patience, as he did all. the other 
ſufferings of his life, and he remained therein as many 
months, as it is thought Adam had ſpent hours in the delights 


of the earthly paradiſe. He would not even retrench from 


thence the forty days in which other children have neither 
life nor ſoul; but he anticipated the time of his own, con- 
trary to the order of nature, that he might the ſooner begin 
to ſuffer. | Ek 


III. As Job never gave greater marks of his love to God, 
than when he was reduced, from the higheſt pitch of human 
proſperity, to live on a dunghill; ſo the ſon of God, who 


could not bear that any one ſhould ſurpaſs him in love, ex- 


preſſed his in a particular manner, by deſcending from heaven 
into the bowels of a woman, to remain therein for ſeveral 
months. He accommodated himſelf in this ta the opinion of 
men, who believe that the ſureſt proof of friendſhip, is to 
fuffer much for him one loves; and that the more unworthy 


to 
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to the ſmallneſs of our merit, but only fixed his thoughts on 
what manner he could expreſs much love to vs; that men 
who are naturally ſociable and ſenſible of friendſhip, might 
be touched with his, and prefer him to all Creatures. This 
alſo obliged him to conceal his majeſty, that he might be able 
to abaſe himſelf unto us: for as St. Auguſtin ſays (Serm. 8. 
de nat. Dom.) Love cannot bear majeſty, becauſe the one removes, 
and the other attratis; majefly takes away confidence, and love 
eftabliſhes it; majeſty keeps every thing below it within the bounds 
of reſpect, and love puts thoſe upon a level that love one another. 
Therefore that. we might have recourſe in our miſeries to the 
divine goodneſs with greater freedom, it found out that 
admirable means of hiding its majeſty ; and it has had ſuch 
regard to our lowneſs, that it ſeems to have ſacrificed its own 
grandeur thereto. | 


IV. This clearly ſhews how. little God will eſteem thoſe, 
who have a great deal of love for themſelves. © God is hugh, 
ſays St. Auguſtin, (Serm. 2. de Aſcenſ.) if you exalt yourſelves, 
he will fly For you; if you humble yourſelves, he will deſcend unto 


Don. Therefore although one may ſometimes conceal his 


humility, and knowledge of one's own nothingneſs, before 
men, on account of his employments, poſts, dignity, or for 
ſome other reaſon; yet we muſt confeſs, that nothing ſhews 
more fully, how near to, or how far from one God is, than 
the interior fentiment one has of himſelf in the prefence of 
his majeſty. But becauſe it is eaſy to be deceived herein, and 
a man who thinks he has but a ſmall eſteem of himſelf, often 
nouriſhes a fecret pride in the bottom of his ſoul : in order to 
diſcover this ſnare, we muſt confider whether in common 
life we love what humbles us, whether by any interior con- 
viction of our own meanneſs, and by a true hatred of 
ourſelves we fincerely deſire contempt: and the loweſt place, 
and whether we ſhun being preferred through the ſear of 
diſpleaſing God; for then one may be affured of the ſolidity 
of his difpoktion ; and when the glory of God, the good of 
his neighbour, and the quality of his employment requires it, 
he may maintain his authority before men, and ftilf be 
humble before God. But if the honour of the world puffs us 
ip, if contempt caſts us down, and if confufion oppreſſes us 
and fills us with ſadneſs and difpleaſure, with indignation and 
rouble; we ought then to lament- in the preſence 'of God 
over our ſtate, beg of him with tears the ſpirit of humility, 
and acknowledge how far we are from the purity of his love, 
ince true humility is ſo neceſſary a diſpoſition to perfect 
harity; and to be fully perſuaded, that we cannot obtain the 

| love 


love of God, but by ſuch means as Chriſt made uſe of for 
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teſtifying his to us. 


V. We muſt not here forget the extreme defire our Saviour 
had, of being cloſely united to thoſe ſouls whom he loved fo 
much. For although he could have built himſelf a paradiſe 
of delights, as he did for the firſt man, and have remained in 
it after he had cloathed himſelf with our humanity ; he 
rather choſe to conceal himſelf in the holy ſacrament of the 
euchariſt, that he might become our nouriſhment, and unite Mu 
himſelf to our hearts in the moſt intimate manner that could d 


be imagined. t 


He thereby accompliſhed in an admirable ſenſe theſe words Nu 
of the apoſtle St. Paul, (Rom. v. 20.) where fin abounded, grace ¶ te 
did abound more; for grace now reigns where ſin did reign, and MW 7 
Chriſt dwells in thoſe hearts which fin had become maſter of. tl 
Man was created not to be miſerable, but to be happy; and tc 
for that reaſon God gave him a paradiſe to abide in. But * 
though man loſt that place of delights through his fin, God to 
did not change his reſolution with reſpect to him; he gave re 
him a new paradiſe in giving him the lamb of God, who is, Wm 
as St. John ſays, (Rev. xxi. 23.) the lamp of the holy city, and the no 
happineſs of the heavenly country. "Tis he who is the ſource ¶ Bu 
of all thoſe good things wherewith that happy abode is filled, MWuil 
and he makes a Paradiſe wherever he is; he was-pleaſed alſo Mdiv 
to make himſelf one of our hearts, by the love he bore us, Imi 
that thoſe who love him may poſſeſs him, and find in his poſ- Wan: 
ſeſſion a continual paradiſe by penance and love, if they Wwh 
happen to loſe him by fin. In this paradiſe we are fed with 
the fruit of life, warmed with the fire of divine love, and 


honoured with heavenly viſits. 


Whoever therefore ſhall behold, with enlightened eyes and 
a pure heart, the inventions of the divine love, may very 
well ſay with David, (Pſalm Ixxxiii. 2.) My heart and my fleſh 
have rejoiced in the living God. My fleſh, becauſe it ſees itſelf, 
not only united to the divine word, but alſo deſtined to receive 
him within its bowels; and my heart becauſe it finds itſelf 
capable of poſſeſſing him on earth, who is the delight ot 
heaven, with a ſweet confidence of poſſeſſing him alſo for all 


eternity. 


2 O N- 1 n 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt's having paſſed nine months in the womb of his bleſſed 
| mot ier. 


Ho ſhall ever be able, O my God! to comprehend the 
defigns of thy eternal wiſdom? I adore thee to the 
utmoſt of my power; and I wiſh I could do it equal to the 


d deſerts of thoſe wonderful works which thy infinite love cauſed 
thee to perform for my ſalvation. I defire to love thee with 
my whole heart, to ſerve thee with all my ſtrength, and to be 

ds WI wholly thine. But what I offer thee is nothing in compariſon 

ce WM to thoſe infinite mercies, which thou haſt firſt beſtowed on me. 
nd Thou comeſt, O ſon of the living God! from the boſom of 
of. thy father, where thou art the eternal word, God of God, equal 
ad to him in divinity, in ' majeſty, iv power, in greatneſs, in 


wiſdom, in glory, and ineternity of happineſs. Thou comeſt 
od to cloath thyſelf with our nature, and thou abhorreſt not to 
ve remain nine months in the womb of a woman, who, though 
is, Wmoſt agreeable to thy eyes by the ſanctity of her ſoul, was 
he not free from thoſe corporal miſeries common to other women. 
rce But here is ſtill, O my God! lefs reaſon to be ſeized with aſto- 
ed, MWniſhment, than to adore and love the immenſe riches of that 
lp divine goodneſs, which reduced thee to ſuch a profound hu- 
us, I miliation for my ſake. Thou waſt very glad, O my Lord 
of- Wand my God! to ſuffer what others ſuffer not. "Tis thy mercy 
ey Which proportions all our eroſſes. So thou waſt a father full 
ith f goodneſs and meekneſs towards us, and thou hadſt ſeverity 
;nd only towards thyſelf. - Thou art the only one among all men 

rho had ſuffered the miſery of ſo troubleſome a priſon, and 

hou ſufferedſt it with as much knowledge and wiſdom as thou 
andFrt poſſeſſed of at preſent. Mayſt thou be eternally bleſſed 
ery nd glorified for fo great a mercy. 


ſelf, II. Thou muſt needs have loved ſufferings well, O my 
iveſÞ-viour ! fince thou inventeſt new ones, which thou alone art 
ſelfapable of enduring. Thou wilt ſurpaſs all men in all things, 
t oi" loving without bounds, in humbling thyſelf beyond meaſure, 
- Al" ſuffering without ſparing thyſelf, and in ſhewing my ſoul 
dit it ought to have no other friend, no other father, and no 

ther refuge but thee. Whence comes it then, O my God! 

nat I love not thee with my whole heart? What can l do for 

bee that is not intiaitely below what I owe thee ? Thou keep- 
Nil no bounds in thy ſuſferings, becauſe thy love is the mea- 
| | lure 
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thyſelf who art our reſtorer and true father, only a place full 
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ſure of them. But thou obſerveſt not the ſame method in thoſe 
thou ſendeſt me; and thy goodneſs always proportions them 
to my weakneſs. Notwithſtanding, O my Got! I complain 
thereof, I refuſe the cup which thou preſenteſt me, and I re- 
move it as far from me as poſſible. Odivine Jeſus! O eternal 
beauty! how little do I love thee, and how much ought I to 
love thee ! Change into ſtrength and a defire of ſuffering for 
thee, the weakneſs and cowardice of my fleſh; teach me to hate 
it; and fince thou perſecutedſt it in thyſelf even unto the 
death of the croſs, deſtroy in me the love I have for that fleſh 
of fin which ruins me; and render, it O Lord! as ſubject as it 
ought to be to the motions of thy ſpirit. 


III. But why gaveſt thou, O my Saviour, thou who art 
the glory of heaven, and the joy of the bleſſed, to our firſt 
father at his creation, a place of delights, exempt from all 
thoſe miſeries which we ſuffer ? And why didſt thou chuſe for 


of inconveniencies and miſeries? O infinite wiſdom ! O the 
phyfician and remedy of my wounds! how clearly haſt thou 
ſhewn in the creation of the firſt man, that thou takeſt no 
pleaſure in ſeeing us ſuffer; and that thy defign was that we 
ſhould be happy, without labour, or ſorrow, and brought up 
like princes in a paradiſe of delights, in order to paſs from 
thence to the poſſeſſion of the eternal kingdom. But the 
weakneſs of our nature could not bear fo great a happineſs, 
without forgetting itſelf; and fince Adam loſt it in the midſt 
of pleaſures, his children muſt endeavour to recover it by 
ſufferings. | * 


Tis therefore out of neceſſity and the deſire of ſaving us 
that thou haſt put us into this ſchool of labour and tears, that 
we may learn therein the humility and obedience which w. 
owe thee : and to expreſs thy love to us, thou comeſt thyſell 
to ſeek us in our wanderings, to comfort us in our ſufferings 
and to ſhare them with us. But this divihon thou makeſt 
unequal: for if I receive one ſtroke from thy paternal hand 
thou receiveſt a thouſand for me; and if thou layeſt any bur 
then upon me, thou beareſt me and it upon thy ſhoulder 
So that thy happineſs and delight ſeems to be in comfortmi 
me, in inſtructing, healing, and accompanying me, and ine 
riching me with thy bleſlings. 


IV. O infinite mercy ! I bluſh with confuſion in thy pre 
ſence, when I confider myſelf, and compare myſelf with thee 


Unhappy child of Alam, I am baniſhed out of Paradiſe, a 
I ſee 
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ſeek a new one upon earth, although it be an abode of miſe- 


ies. I am attached to earthly things, ſo as to ruin myſelf. on 
\ Wheir account; they carry away my thoughts, ſenſes, and de- 
- Wires, as if they were true and eternal goods; in order to poſſeſs 
1 Whem 1 throw myſelf headlong into death, and I abandon thee, 


D thou life of my foul! Thou wouldſt not paſs one fingle 
noment without ſuffering, and J would ſpend my whole life 
n pleaſure and delight. I make to myſelf gods of thy crea- 
ures, by ſacrificing a heart to them which I owe only to thee 
one, but which I am miſerable enough to refuſe thee; the 
xceſs of my folly goes even fo far as to make me love thy 
nemies, and render myſelfſo much a ſlave to fin, as to com- 

Nit it every day againſt thee. O unhappy hours! O time 
of Wonployed in iniquity and abomination ! Thou knoweſt them, 
AW Lord! and I bluſh to mention them. However I will con- 
111 Wis them before thee in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. Blot them 
or Nut, O my God!, by thy mercy ; pluck from my heart the 
111 Wove of fin and the world; and repair the ruins of my interior 
he an. * | 


no! V. O that I had never offended thee ! Grant me the grace 
we at all worldly pleaſures may be changed with regard to me 
up Wo gall and vinegar ; that my whole delight may be in be- 
om MWg humbled and in ſuffering with thee, O my amiable Jeſus ! 
the lat I may no longer have a reliſh of any thing but thee, and 
ef, Nat I may be ſenſible only of thy love. How like art thou in 
ah! things to thyſelf, O thou venerable friend of my ſoul ! - 
by ways the moſt beautiful amongſt the children of men; beautiful in 
ie beginning, in the continuation, and in the end of thy life, 
ways thyſelf; ever rich in mercy and love. At thy en- 
ance into the world thou refuſedſt not to lodge in human 
thaiowels, that I might believe thee, when thou telleſt me J 
| welÞ'a1! poſſeſs thee within mine. Tis to acquaint. me there- 


yiellW'th that thou incioſeſt thyſelf in thoſe of thy bleſſed mother, 
ings id to perſuade me before-hand of the defire thou haſt to be- 
eſt me our nouriſhment and very ſubſtance. What! O my 
land 0d! It is not enough for thee to ſeek human bowels, whilft 


ou liveſt among men; thou wilt alſo dwell in them when 
den ou art glorious in heaven. Is it poſſible that thou ſhouldft 
Wouchſafe to remain with me, to enter into my body, and 
auch more ſtill into the interior of my ſoul ? O how true it 
„O Lord! that thy detights are to be 25th the children of men ! 
rov. viii. 31.) What findeſt thou in me to make thee defre 
pre carneſtly to be with me? Thou bringeſt thy riches with 
thee ee; what more canſt thou find in a poor creature wha is 
othing but miſery and fin, that thou art not content with 
Vol.. I. D being 
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being alone, but defireſt to live with it? Thou art thyſelf ; 
Paradiſe of infinite delights ? What advantage doſt thou p 

tend to find in my indigence ? And how can it be that I ſhoul 
become, as one may. ſay, the paradiſe of him who is the eter 
nal felicity of the blefled ! Why have I not, O Lord! a ſuff 
ciency of thy light to comprehend thy wonders, and enougl 
of thy love to ſeek thee without intermiſſion ? Ah! I plain 
ſee why thou deſireſt to be with me ; tis becauſe thou art th 
center of my happineſs ; and being in thee, I ſhall be in 
delicious paradiſe, where I ſhall taſte the true fruit of life, wi 
dom, and love, by the communication thou wilt make to m 
ſoul of thyſelf, of thy riches, and of the bleſſings of thy 


{weetneſs. | 


VI. Grant me the grace, O my God and ſovereign good! t 
find more joy in thee than in all creatures ; more than in healt 
and beauty; more than in glory and honour ; more than i 
power and riches ; more than in knowledge and friendſhip 
more than in reputation and praiſes; and more in fine thani 
all things thou canſt give me, whether' vifible or invifible 
for thou art infinitely more amiable than all thy bleflings 
thou alone art moſt high, moſt powerful, moſt beautiful, ar 
moſt noble. Thou art a true paradiſe, and a paradiſe withe 
thee would be a real baniſhment. My heart can find a perfet 
peace in nothing but in thee alone. Thou knoweft it, 
Lord! and therefore thou haſt invented ſuch admirable meat 
of abiding in me, that I might abide in thee; thou ſeeke 
me when I forget thee; thou comeſt to me when I fly frot 
thee; and thou threateneſt me with death when I depart frot 
thee: O Jeſus, moſt pure ſpouſe of my ſoul ! When ſhall It 
delivered trom myſelf, that I may dwell in thee ? When wi 
the happy moment. come, when wholly taken up with th 
perfections, I ſhall taſte how ſweet thou art? When ſhall 
give myſelf entirely to thee, that being wholly poſſeſt wit 
thy love, I may no longer feel any thing of myſelf? Ho 
many things are there ſtill wherewith I am concerned, wWhie 


remove me from thee, which diſturb me, afflict me, and oc H 
fion me a thouſand obſcurities and diſtractions, which deje * 
me towards creatures, and hinder me from entering into, Au. 
poſſeſſing thee ? Behold me in thy preſence, O Jeſus ! W. 

art the ſplendour of glory, and the conſolation of my pile * 
mage; but I know not what to ſay to thee, the voice of 1 * 
poverty will plead better for me than my own, and the abi A 
of my miſeries will bring into my heart the abyſs of thy ime 145 


cies. Hear that voice, O my God ! and make haſte to con 
to thy poor and unworthy ſervant, that thou mayſt comfe 
| : hit 


III. Suffering of Chriſt. 45 


if n by thy preſence; thou / art my joy, and without thee T 
p nnot be content; Iam miſerable and full of blindneſs and 
ould, and I ſhall be always ſo till thou haſt diſcovered thy coun- 
zterinance to me, and till I am delivered thereby from myſeif, 
uh others ſeek what they will: for my part nothing pleaſes. 
wer ſatisfies me but thee alone, O thou love of my ſoul ! Come 
inlen, and ſince thou defireft to be with me, behold me here 
thaWdy to receive thee : open my heart, O amiable Jeſus ! ſay ' 
in Of it theſe words of life, I am thy ſalvation, and kindle it at 
wile ſame time with the fire of thy love, (Pſalm xxxiv. 3.). 
o m | 152 
th o moſt holy mother of God! virgin moſt pure, who deſerv- 
co contain that heavenly treaſure for the ſpace of nine 
pnths ; you did not poſſeſs it for yourſelf alone; you kept 
1! tl you nouriſhed it, and it was entruſted to you for me; let 
eali then have a ſhare of it, O mother of mercy ! Give me 
an it ſame Lord, and may I loſe every thing that ſeparates me 
ſhipWm him and his love; fince he vouchſafes to abide in us, 
an ii d abhors nothing but fin, obtain for me that purity which 
gble{Wy render me capable of poſſeſſing him, And ye bleffed 
ingWrits ! over whom that amiable Saviour "reigns at preſent” 
„ anWhout controul, drop down upon me a ſpark of that love 
thou erewith you are inflamed, that it may burn in my ſoul, till 
rfefWhare with you that happineſs which you enjoy. Amen. © 
it, \ | | | 
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violence he did hus love, by retaining it * months without action. 


HRIST ſuffered alſo another pain in the womb of his 
moſt blefſed mother, which is a natural conſequence of 
t zeal therewith our Saviour was conſumed for his father's 
Wy. This pain was the extreme violence he then did his love, 
delaying to labour in the work for which he came. Love is 
the nature of fire; it is the moſt lively of all the motions 
he heart, as fire is the moſt active of all the elements ; 
God is called in the holy ſcripture, à conſuming fire, (Deut. 
24.) becauſe of the ſurpriſing works of his love, which 
D 2 would 
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would appear unworthy of his majeſty, if they did not pro- 
ceed from an infinite goodneſs, as that of ſtrong, mwvincibly 
omnipotent, violent, inflamed, and transforming, perfectly agree witli 
the divine love, and expreſs the property of that eternal fir 
which is the principle of thoſe wonders which God performs; 

and as fire never makes its activity more ſenſible, than whe 
it falls upon a well prepared matter, ſo that force with which 
love inflames the heart of God is incomprehenſible to eve 
created underſtanding. It was with that fire that the inca 
nate word burned in the womb of his moſt bleſſed mothe 
in waiting the courſe of nature for his coming into the wor 
to inſtruct us in heavenly doctrine, to ſuffer the puniſhment 
which we had deſeryed, and to pour torrents of graces upo 
us. He was urged at the ſame time with a defire of accon 
pliſhing his work, and conſtrained to remain hidden and un 
known, not only for ſeveral months, but for many yea 
till the moment appointed in the eternal counſel. _ 


II. Therefore that love finding no iſſue, and being violent 
detained by Chriſt, it acted upon his heart, devoured and col 
ſumed it. Jf hope that's delayed affiifts the ſoul, according to ti 
expreſſion of the holy ſcripture, (Prov. xiii. 12.) and if tl 

more a thing is defired and eſteemed, the more ſenſible is f 
delay of it, what was then the pain of that bleſſed ſoul, | 
ſeeing it obliged to wait for the increaſe of its body to accot 
pliſh its work, that is to ſay, for heaping bleſſings upon 
and for being oppreſſed with all thoſe evils which it had 
ſolved to undergo. St. Auguſtin affirms, (Ep. 144.) that if G 
were capable of any pain, it would be of that of lo 
tor, as he is full of love, or rather all love, nothing co 
afflict him but the not being loved, and the ſeeing that what 
had done and ſuffered for men, would be unprofitable 
them: but what he could not ſuffer for them in his divine 
ture, he ſuffered in that which he united to himſelf; he il 
willing in the firſt moment of that union to ſhew us the gie 
neſs of his love; but the time he was obliged to paſs in 
mother's womb, not permitting him, that delay gave h 
extreme pain. 


He took upon him our humanity, as the propereſt in 
ment for betokening an infinite love, and he was obliged 
ſtop its motions from a neceſſity of waiting. This truth el 
ly appeared when his love had the power of acting; al 
what manner did he treat his ſacred humanity ? What artiß 
found he not out in order to make it ſuffer ? Nature uſed 
its endeavours to moderate the exceſs of that love; but 

Savi 
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Saviour ſeeing that his 2 could not ſuffer ſo much as 
he defared, he invented, before his death, the means of be- 
oming our nouriſhment ; that making one and the ſame body 
with us, he might in the following ages, even to the end of the 
7orld, be capable of doing and ſuffering in us, what he could 
not do nor ſuffer in himſelf. He was willing alſo that after his 


e each his fide ſhould be opened, as well to ſatisfy his love, 
hl: to declare to the whole world, that by aſcending into heaven 
0 ith that wound and thoſe of his hands and feet, theſe divine 


ources ſhould he eternally open for us. 


III. Two things may ſerve to illuſtrate what we have been 
ſaying concerning the love of Chriſt to men; the love which 
ſaints bear to God, and that which worldlings have for crea- 
-0" ures. The love of the ſaints is a ſpark of that eternal fire 
hich burns in the heart of God, and wherewith our Lord was 
co inflamed: it alſo produces commonly in the ſaints ſuch 
ffects as it produced in Chriſt. It torments them without in- 
ermiſſion, and makes them lead a life full of ſorrows : they 
uffer becauſe they do not behold him whom they love, and 
Whecauſe they are unable in their baniſhment, being oppreſſed 

ith the weight af the fleſh, to accompliſh all that God re- 
quires of them. Hence it comes that they often loſe the reliſh 
of ſenſible objects, ſpend whole nights without ſleep, and that 


. he moſt innocent diverſion, and even eating itſelf, becomes 
cCOWpainful to them; becauſe the divine love which urges them, 
4 Wpreads bitterneſs over every thing elſe, and permits them not 


to be employed with any thing but him. Whatever they do 
ppears nothing to them; they burn with the defare of being 
ntirely conſumed with that ſacred fire; and the ſoul over- 
burthened by the weight of the body, being unable to follow 
he attraction of the ſpirit, they ſpend their lives in continual 
pain. Tis for this reaſon that thoſe who arrive at this ſtate, 
are commonly infirm, and of a weakly health ; what they 
ſuffer interiorly is ſtill much more; but this is not the place 
o ſpeak of it, and every one is not capable of comprehending 
t: none but thoſe who have experienced it, know what pure 
love oceaſions that ſoul to ſuffer which it poſſeſſes; how diffi- 
ult it is to expreſs with words that ſweetneſs and peace, al- 
7ays mingled with ſorrow and torment ; and how much more 
patience in fine is neceſſary at that time to ſupport the weight 
and trouble of life, than to endure the evils of this world. It 
as in this ſenſe that the apoſtle thought himſelf ſo unhappy, 
Rom. vii.) becauſe the weight of his body permitted him not 
0 follow the motion of the ſpirit; and it was for this reaſon 
hat finding Jeſus Chriſt lived in him, he looked upon death as 

; the 
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the beginning of his happineſs : (Phil. i. 21.) and that Daw 
comforted his afflicted ſoul, by making it hope that one-day 
it ſhould be wholly employed in the praiſes of God; and thai: 
his tears were his food day and night, becauſe he beheld not hi 
God, Pſalm xli. 4. The holy prophet ſufficiently gave to un 
derſtand thereby, that the interior torment of his love fafpf 
ſurpaſſed what he ſuffered exteriorly. e 


IV. Now if one ſingle ſpark of the divine love, which we o 
conſined within the narrow bounds of this mortal life, occa 
honed the ſaints ſo much pain, that their exile ſeemed inſupſ 
portable to them, what muſt Chriſt's pain have been, whatw 
poſſeſſed the plenitude of that love, when he ſaw himſelfd 
obliged to wait ſo long for the time of labouring for the glonWir 
of his father, and the ſalvation of mankind ? # 


There are few but know the tranſports of profane love or 
and the violence with which it moves towards its object; hene eg 
ariſes grief from being ſeparated from it, eagerneſs of ſecingilſh f 
it, joy in poſſeſſing it, fear of loſing it, and ſorrow for having 
loſt it: ſuch love conſiders not the nature of its object; wheWts 
ther it be good or bad; and it purſues it with ſuch earneſtneſsWxt 
that it eſteems as nothing the trouble it takes in gaining it en 
Every thing that oppoſes its defires, how juſt ſoever it may ben 
appears unjuſt and hateful to it; on the contrary it approve n- 
purſues, and embraces, without diſtinction, whatever ſerves the 
fatisfy them : it tries all things, undertakes every, thing, and 
nothing is difficult to it but the privation of what it loves. A 
man in this condition becomes inſenſible, blind, obſtinate, 
incapable of any good counſel, and follows ſuch a conduct a 
he himſelf would condemn, if he were leſs prepoſſeſſed with 
his paſſion. This appears ſtill more clearly in thoſe, who 
being touched with any motion of grace, endeavour to break 
their chains, and to rid themſelves of the creature, in order to 
return to God: for we ſee then with what obſtinacy and blind 
neſs a heart, plunged into thoſe earthly affections, reſiſts right 
reaſon, the truth, and God. | 


. T omit many other reflections which experience daily fur- 
niſhes us with, and only mention that the pains of this life 
proceed commonly but from the diſpoſitions of our heart, 
which defires too earneſtly what it cannot poſſeſs, or finds not 
its reſt in what it poſſeſſes, after having ſo much defired it; 
becauſe the heart of man being greater than the goods it 
loves, it can never be filled therewith : agitated therefore 
inceſſantly by its own defires, it ſuffers the juſt * 

| which 
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Da ich God has eſtabliſhed for thoſe who love him not. Fer 
dai hou hoſt ſo ordained, O Lord ! ſays St. Auguſtin, and it always 
tha :opens, that every irregular mind becomes its own puniſhment, 

t hi | 


unf Now if earthly love, which far from being a participation 
f the divine, is but at moſt a rough image of it, or like a 
painted fire in compariſon of a real one; if this love I fay has 
o much power over men, what muſt not the holy love have 
lone, which was violently retained in the heart of Chriſt ? 


ſupMW v. But when a Chriſtian eomes to caſt his eyes upon theſe 

wo different loves, what ground has he not for being confound- 

nſelf&+4d? For if he compares his own with that of Chriſt, he will find 

Winſelf, as St. Auguftin ſays, ſpeaking of his own wanderings, 

n a vaſt region of difhmilarity; becauſe the excellence and 

lignity of the ſoul conſiſting in bearing the image of its crea- 

or, when it forſakes, as another prodigal child, the happy 

Negion of the divine reſemblance, it can go no where but into 

far country, where it will be overwhelmed with miſery and 

onfuſion, and find nothing that approaches to the purity of 

ts creator. Now if man cannot comprehend what the 

ef Wxtent of Chriſt's love was, he will ſee at leaſt that he is very 

it emote from it; he will feel by the baſeneſs of his affections, 

7 bend the diſpleaſure they give him, that he loves only himſelf; 

vesſWnd he will be aſhamed that he does nothing for him to wham 
We owes all he is, all he has, and all he hopes for. 


t a — — 

vith | 

who 

eak f 

r to NM re 

nd- 

gb the violence Chriſt did his love, by retaining it nine months 
without action. 

ur- HOU canſt not remain without action, O celeſtial fire! 

life O divine love! and when thau ſeemeſt to do nothing 

art Putwardly, tis then thou makeſt the greateſt havoc within. 


hou art a God of love, O amiable Jeſus! thou art a pure 
re, and thou haſt need of nothing but thy own love for tor- 
s itnenting thyſelf. To what extremity doſt thou reduce it, by 
eeping it thus confined in ſuch a ſmall compaſs? What 
1olence doſt thou not do it? One has always a lively Seung 

0 
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of what one ardently deſires; thou burneſt with the defiren 1 
heaping bleſſings upon me, of waſhing me in thy — n 
ſuffering and dying for me, and of being wholly ſacrificed 1 
for my love and falvation; and the delay of thy ſacrifice t! 
makes thee ſigh, and conſumes thee interiorly. k 


Thou defireſt to -appear in the world, and thou art con t 
ſtrained to live hidden therein: thou defireſt to declare thy p 
holy truths, and thou -art obliged to keep filence; tho 
deſireſt to call finners, to heal the fick, to fill the world with 
thy miracles and graces, to ſuffer in fine and die for men al 
and thou art compelled to remain unknowvn among then m 
Thou obeyeſt thy eternal father out of love: but obeying 1: 
thou defireſt, and deſiring thou expecteſt, painfully the courſꝗ O 
of nature: thou art not in a condition of ſuffering thoſg al 
immenſe labours to which thou art deſtined ; but tho th 
ſuffereſt the delay of them: this is a torment for thee which th 
the world is unacquainted with; there's only he who love its 


thee, O my God ! that can comprehend it, af 
fo 

II. If thy ſervants, when thou giveſt them a ſmall taſte n« 
of the purity of thy love, are touched in fo lively a mannei re 


with the blindneſs of the world, the continuance of thein in 
baniſhment, the zeal of thy glory, and the ſalvation of -thein w 
brethren; if the incapacity of accompliſhing whatever thy th 
love, and the deſire of pleaſing thee, inſpires them with, be ti th 
them a continual martyrdom ; if a fingle ſpark of that fire] th 
which proceeds from thee, and falls upon them, conſume th 
them, what a conflagration muſt there not be produced i 

thee by thy defire, expectation and delay, with the whol 

plenitude of pure love? ho 


But, O Lord! haſt thou not wherewith to employ thy love go 
canſt thou not aſſuage thy torment? behold here a pooi to 
ercature at thy feet, full of confuſion and fin, who expects n he 
remedy but from thy goodneſs alone. ' Caſt upon his interiorfff thi 
miſery the eyes of thy infinite mercy, and heal the mortal me 
wounds wherewith he is covered. 


III. How remote am I from thee, O my God! and ho 
oppoſite is my conduct to thine ! What thy love performs i 


thee in. order to bring thee to me, terreſtrial love does the 

ſame in me to ſeparate me from thee. I run with an inſatiate an 

thirſt after the goods of this world; I am afflicted when TI poſ 

ſeſs them not, or when they are not ſuch as I with them 

expect them impatiently, ſeek them eagerly, enjoy mn ha 
wit 
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with diſquiet, and Joſe them with grief; and they juſtly cauſe 
me all theſe pains, fince they te me from thee, who art 
my only 71 95 ſovereign happineſs. Miſerable wretch 


that Lam! tho' I know the vanity of theſe amuſements, yet I 
know not, O my God! either what I am, or what thou art; 
otherwiſe I ſhould die with grief for having eſteemed thee leſs 
than the world, and for having forſaken thee for a moment's 
pleaſure.” / 1 115 | 


How much am 1 obliged to ſing thy mercies eternally : for, 
alas! where ſhould I'be without thee? What would become of 
me, O divine goodneſs! if thou wert not infinite? Could a 


* limited patience ever have borne with me? How many times, 


O my God! when thou enteredſt into my ſoul with a defire of 
abiding in it, and enriching it with thy gifts, have I baniſhed 
thee from thence without ſhame: to myſelf, or reſpec to thee, 
that I might make my irregular affections reign therein in thy 
ſtead. Thou ſaweſt afterwards how far they carried me 
aſtray. Thou calledſt me back, I returned; and I have 
found in thee a father full of affection, a friend full of good- 
neſs, and a heart ready to forget my wanderings. Thou 
receivedſt me, thou gaveſt me a favourable welcome, thou 
inſpiredſt me with wholeſome counſels, and thou filledit my 
whole foul with joy at thy return; and after all I have ſtill 
the obduracy and ingratitude not to refign myſelf entirely to 
thy love; I even return to my former affections, I remove 
thee from me by new fins, and JI rather chuſe to offend thee 
than to poſſeſs thee. 


IV. Is it poſſible that I am ſtill living, O my God! and 
how can I think on all theſe things, and confeſs them before 
thee, without dying with grief? O infinite mercy, O immenſe 
goodneſs! O eternal ſweetneſs! How great reaſon hadſt thou 
to baniſh me from thee for ever, to caſt me headlong into 
hell, and to deliver me up to the rage of devils? And yet 
thou wouldſt not do it; thou beareſt with me, thou expecteſt 
me, thou even ſuffereſt me to deſpiſe thee, and thou till 
oftcreſt me thy hand. O thou life of my ſoul! in what a con- 
dition am I when I abandon thee? I am void of life, void of 
ſtrength, void of light, and void of love, a flave to fin and 
the devil. This is ſaying too little: I am without thee who 
art my God! my all, my ſovereign good, and my only hope; 
and this compleats my miſery. | | | 


— 


How unhappy am I] will not the time of this pilgrimage 
have an end? and ſhall I never ſee myſelf out of the danger 
of 
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of loſing thee? Pardon me, O Lord; pardon me, divine i 
Jeſus; pardon me, O Lamb of God! what diſpleaſes thee in 
me, grant that I may be contrite with ſorrow at the fight of Wl | 
my tins: I caſt them all, and myſelf with them, into that i 
fire which burns in thee; heal me, O Lord! purify me, 
transform me into thee, and accompliſh the eternal defigns Wl 1 
which thou haſt upon my foul. e per" t 
| v 

V 


V. When ſhall J ſee'myſelf poſſeſſed with thy love in ſuch 

a manner, that I may truly ſay thou art my God, my love, 
my Lord, my all, and I am wholly thine? When. ſhall 1 
deſpiſe all the things of this world, ſo far as to defire W4 
nothing but thee alone? When ſhall I be ſo ſufficiently Wu 
weary of this life, as to hate it equally to the love I have Mp 
borne it? J burn at preſent with the defire of loving and a 
poſſeſſing thee, O thou life of my ſoul! grant that this fire Wi 
may always continue, and that the ſufferings, with which-it W m 
ſhall pleaſe thee to try me, may never extinguiſh it. What T 
wilt thou have me to do, O my ſweet love? May every thing 
I have hitherto loved be turned againſt me, that I may be 
obliged to turn to thee. I am reſolved to break with- all 
creatures, and to be at peace only with thee alone. I 
renounce all things for love of thee; I defire nothing but 
thee ; I give myſelf to thee, and I refign myſelf entirely into 
thy hands. Make me ſuffer what thou pleaſeſt : the ſevereſt 
croſs ſhall be ſweet to me, provided I be faſtened to it with 


thy love. 


Teach me, O Lord! to bear the weight of my fleſh in ſuch 
2 manner, that I may never offend, nor loſe thee. Teach 
me to ſuffer much for thee; and to eſteem thee infinitely 
above every thing that is leſs than thee. Let me account 
nothing for the future as a loſs bur of thy grace, and as a gain 
but that of thy love. May I hate every thing that removes 
me from thee, and love ever thing that brings me to thee. 
Thou art my only love, and the ſole aim of my life, of my 
defires, and of my actions. May I ſeek thee, figh after thee, 
and be united ta thee ; may every thing that is not thee be- 
come inſupportable to me, may my thoughts and ſentiments 
be terminated in thee alone, and may I find no joy but in 
ſuffering for thee, and in doing thy will. | 


Forget, O Lord! the fins I haye committed, and regard the 
defires thou inſpireſt me with. Thou knoweſt better than any 
one, what torment is cauſed by the expectation of a good 
that is ardengly deſired; make haſte then, O amiable Jeſus! 

| _— 


* 
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to come to me, and unite me to thee: for I am violently 
opprefted with the defire of poſſeſſing thee. Come, Lord, dif. 
pel the darkneſs of my ſoul by thy preſence, and yu that 
its greateſt pain may be to expect thy coming. O holy love 
when wilt thou accompliſh thy work in me? Muſt thou be 
wholly employed in tormenting that innocent lamb? Wilt 
thou not alſo undertake to ſubdue and tame this ravenous 
wolf which I preſent to thee ? and ſhall I never ſee myſelf 
ch Wl wholly changed into, and poſſeſſed with thee? * 


1 VI. Is there any reaſon to wonder that I ſhould defire thee 
re ſo carneſtly, O thou God of my ſoul! Alas! I am miſerable 
ly WW without thee; and thou findeſt no advantage with me but the 
ve Wl pleaſure of loving me and heaping thy bleſſings upon me: for 
nd Waltho' thou remaineſt in obſcurity and filence, tho' thou 
ire ſufferedſt not ſo much as thou defiredſt during the firſt nine 
it months of thy life, yet thou didſt not ſpend them in idleneſs. 
at W Thou employedſt all that time in feeling my evils, in offering 
ng W thyſelf to thy father to be my remedy, in obtaining me the 
be W pardon of my fins, and in meriting for me an infinite number 
all Wof graces. I was preſent to thee at that time, thou lovedſt 

I Wme, and thy love called me already to thy union and ſervice. 
ut WThe corporal nouriſhment and increaſe thou waſt pleaſed: to 
to Wtake, and every drop of blood which, was formed in thy body, 
eſt Wwcre offered to thy eternal father for me. In every moment of 
th thy life, thy love was renewed, and produced in thee freſh 
defires of ſuffering for my ſalvation. | 


ch What couldſt thou have done more for me, O my Saviour! 
ch though I had been thy laſt end, as thou art mine? I adore 
ly chat infinite love, ſo general and fo particular at the ſame 
nt time, ſo antient and ſo new, ſo conſtant and ſo frequently 
un Wrenewed : I have not words to expreſs what I feel, and I can 
ves Monly admire and be ſilent. | 


ny VII. What, O Lord, wilt thou come to me, wilt thou be 
ee, Macrificed for me? permit me to aſk thee whether thou con- 
de- Wideredſt what thou art, and what I am : art thou not blinded ' 
nts through the exceſs of thy love? "Tis me then whom thou 
in Woveſt and ſeekeſt, O unlimited goodneſs! O boundleſs love ! 

ome, O Lord! perform in me what thou performeſt in 

thyſelf; and fince love is the ſole rule of thy conduct, let it be 
he alſo that of mine. Canſt thou be any thing indebted to me 
ny Wor the weak deſire I have of loving thee tenderly, and of 
od Wiving only for thee ? Alas! what I can do is nothing in regard 
as! f what I owe thee. I cannot be the firſt in loving; let me 
to be 
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be at leaſt the ſecond, and let me correſpond, by the ſmall 
love which I am capable of, to the infinite love thou haſt for 
me. But 1 can do nothing without thee, O divine love! and 
the very defire which I feel is thy work. | 


Remove from me, O Lord! every thing that can remove 
me from thee; break down that wall which ſeparates me from 
thee; and may that love which made thee deſcend unto me, 
make thee alſo deſtroy in me whatever is diſpleaſing to thee. 
Regulate my defires, my hope, my ſtrength, my whole ſoul, 
my whole y, and all my actions, according to thy holy 
will. Thou alone knoweſt me perfectly, thou alone ſeeſt the 
extent of my miſery, as thou art its only remedy. Behold me 
here in thy preſence, O my God! thou knoweſt what I deſire, 
with what earneſtneſs, or tepidity, I defire it; what I owe 
thee, and the need I have of thy love. Grant me what thoy 
knoweſt to be neceſſary for me, and prepare me to receive 
what thou alone canſt give me. I am thine, O my God! 
and thou hateſt nothing of what thou haſt made; let thy love 
plead before thee for me: thou beholdeſt me proſtrate at thy 
— breathing with my whole ſoul and ſtrength after the 

appineſs of poflefling thee. When wilt thou come and 
inflame me with the fire of thy love, O my Saviour! my 4 
life, and my moſt amiable Jeſus! 


Who can ever comprehend, O moſt bleſſed mother of God! b 
the graces you received during the nine months of your] ,; 
regnancy? Here alſo my tongue muſt be filent to allow my ti 
1 to ſpeak. Give me that Lord whom you poſſeſs; give: 
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him to me, O miſtreſs of my life! give him to me, O ſource 

of my hope! I can neither wiſh nor aſk for any thing better m 
and you know I deſire nothing but him alone. Obtain for me m 
an ardent heart to defire him, a pure heart to receive him, 


and a conſtant heart never to loſe him. O bleſſed ſpirits! iy 
whoſe joy conſiſts in loving always, and in being ever loved, N, 
grant me a ſhare of that happineſs which you enjoy, that I fr. 
may always love, fince I am ever loved by that divine Saviour] th. 
who lives and reigns in you. Amen. x & 
| | fee 
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CONTEMPLATION. 
On Chrift in the Monient of his Incarnation. 


living God! I adore thee, O true God! cloathed with my 

ſh, and ſubject to my miſeries! Thou art come then, O thou 
defired of all nations, the ſalvation of my ſoul, the true life 
and only relief of ſinners! Let not heaven glory in being thy 
only place of abode, fince thou art become-the companion of 
my baniſhment: let no creature deſpiſe me, how noble ſoever 
it may be: for in fine I adore no angels, and yet the angels 
adore a man! Thy hour is come, O fountain of living waters! 
O river abounding in mercies! and thou art going to overfiow 
the earth with the riches of heaven. Thou forgetteſt our fin 
and thou takeſt our miſeries upon thyſelf. Thou com 
O ſpouſe of our ſouls! and thou comeſt full of grace and 
truth; but of what grace? of what truth? Ah! how true art 
thou in thy promiſes, O my God, when the world leaſt deſerved 
it, when fn reigned therein, when all nature was corrupted, 
and when thou hadſt the greateſt reaſon to hate us; it was 
then thou madeſt thy truth appear, thou gaveſt thyſelf to us, 
thou cameſt to ſeek us and aſſiſt us by thy preſence, and thou 
becameſt like us. None but thou alone can be ſo true in all 
things; and thou never faileſt to fulfil thy promiſes at the 
time appointed for their accompliſhment. | 


[ Adore thee, O word incarnate! I adore thee, O fon of the 
_ 


When thou ſeemeſt far from us, thou art near us; and thou 
makeſt us feel thy preſence always accompanied with grace and 
mercy; for thou bringeſt with thee riches, ſalvation, life, 
peace, plenty, greatneſs, and the true felicity of thoſe fouls 
thou comeſt to ſeek, and of the world thou comeſt to ſave. 
No, my Lord! thou comeſt not alone, thou leaveſt not thy 


treaſures in heaven, thou bringeſt all thy bleffings with thee; 


thou loſeſt nothing of what thou art, in becoming what I am; 
I ought no longer to keep at a diſtance from thee thro' the 
fear of thy greatneſs, fince I behold thee encompaſſed with my 
miſery. I embrace thee, therefore, O my. God! and I love 
thee, becauſe thou art my happineſs, the fountain of all my 
bleſſings, the companion of my pilgrimage, the repoſe of my 
foul, my joy, my glory, and my ſalvation. | 


IT. O how rich am I in poſlſefling thee! How the angels 
envy me now, fince I have in thee an adyantage which they 
have 
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have not; for I have a God who has taken my nature upon 
himſelf, and they have not a God who has taken upon him 
the nature of angels. Adore him, O ye blefſed ſpirits! who 
is my ſovereign Lappinef and yours. O divine love ! how 
powerful art thou! I cannot commit ſo many fins, but thou 
canſt ſtill pardon me more; and all my ingratitude never 
deprives thee of the will of granting me forgiveneſs. Though 
I leave thee, I do not loſe thee: when I depart from thee, thou 
draweſt near to me; and thou bindeſt me with the chains of 
thy love, in cloathing thyſelf with my fleſh of miſery. Thou 
giveſt thyſelf wholly to me, and thou mingleſt thyſelf with me, 
in ſuch a manner that I cannot ſeparate myſelf from thee, 
nor loſe thee without lohng myſelf, fince thou art become 
what I am. J r * 


I plainly perceive it, O Lord! that thou art drawn by love, 
and that it is love which thou requireſt. Thou comeſt to us 
entirely burning with that divine fire, that we may be inflam- 
ed therewith; and that we may never burn with any other, 
thou diffuſeſt it every where; even thoſe who periſh feel its 
heat; and they are loſt only becauſe they ſhut their hearts 
againſt the holy flame thou caſteſt into them. 1 open 
mine, to thee, O Lord! Irefign it wholly to thy love, and it is 
my greateſt defire that it may be conſumed thereby. Why 
have I not an infinite love that I may love thee infinitely ? It 
is true thou art an infinite good, and my love is limited ; but 
ſince thou art wholly mine, I love thee with thy whole ſelf. 


III. O that I had always loved thee! O that I had always 
burnt with thy love! O that thou hadſt always been the 
maſter of my heart ! O that I had never done any thing that 
could have ſeparated me from thee! Though human nature 
be perfect in thee, and though it be moſt pure and full of 
grace, yet it is a part of mine, however miſerable I am. In 
thee it can neither be guilty nor corrupt, as it isin me; on the 
contrary in thee it becomes the inſtrument of my happineſs ; 
and whilſt I am loſt in it, thou vouchſafeſt to ſave me by it. 
Save me then, O my true happineſs! Enlighten me, O pureſt 
light! Support me, O divine ſtrength ! fince thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed to ſubject thyſelf to all the miſeries of my temporal 
life, give me thy eternal life, and grant me a ſhare of thy 
graces, fince thou art filled therewith, to beſtow on me. 
May that mercy and love which oblige thee to become man, 
force thee alſo to compaſſionate that humanity which is ſo 


weak and corrupt in me. 
| Thou 


* 
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Thou haſt been pleaſed to ſhew, O my God ! that whatever 
hou doeſt amongſt men, thou doeſt as it were for thyſelf, 
fince thou art become like them, Heal then my wounds, as 
if they were thy own: guide me, govern me, aſſiſt me, and 
purify me, fince I am thine; and fince for the honour of that 
nature thou haſt aſſumed, thou wouldſt have all men to be pure, 
holy, rich, and happy. I am thine by juſtice, and I defire 
rich all my heart to be thine alſo by love. Thou beholdeſt 
ne at thy feet, O Lord! I cloſely embrace them, and will not 
leave them, for thou art wholly mine. Irefign myſelf entirely 
o thy will, fince thou haſt acquired the poſſeſſion of my ſoul 
by thy love. O divine love] change me fo, that thou mayeſt 
alſo ſay, thou art wholly mine, poor creature. O that I 
ould ſee theſe two har, accompliſhed ! that I were wholl 
hine, as thou art wholly mine; but there is only thou, 
divine fire! that canſt do it; it is thy part to warm me, to 
nflame me, and to transform me into thyſelf, * 


P 


F 
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IV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
The ſeverity wherewith he treated his body at his nativity. 


HE hour being come, in which the word incarifate was 

to be born of a virgin, and appear to the world, the mo- 

ion of his joy was ſo great, that the royal prophet compares 
t to the firſt effort of a giant in ſome great enterpriſe : 
lle has rejoiced, ſays he, as a giant to run his race. (Pſalm xviii. 7) 
zeing come upon earth and finding it ſtill harder frozen by 
he indifferency of men, than by the coldneſs of the ſeaſon, he 
alled the angels of heaven to congraltuate him at his coming. 
The other creatures, and even the moſt inſenfible, would not 
ave failed doing it alſo after their manner, if they had been 
allowed; and they would have exprefled as much joy at his 
birth, as they did ſorrow at his death. But as our Saviour's 
leſign was to diffuſe upon earth a moſt heavenly ſpirit, he 
Ippeared thereon. at firſt in a ſtate oppoſite. to the love of 
arthly things; and becauſe he came to condemn the vain 
oys of the world, he would ſuffer nothing but the n 
| o 


58 IV. Suffering of Chriſt.” 
of heaven. The B. virgin received her creator alone, and 
faluted him for herfelf and all mankind; becauſe ſhe alone way 
capable of acquitting herſelf of that duty, and ſupplying the 
defect of all human nature. | 


IT. So when ſhe perceived herſelf near her time, not by any 
new pains, like other women, but by the encreaſe of her love, 
and the defire ſhe felt of ſeeing before her eyes, and holding 
in her arms, the only fon of God and her own; ſhe came to 
Bethlehem with Joſeph her ſpouſe, in order to obey the emperor's 
edit; and to pay for herſelf and her fon the tribute which 
was ordained. This was a ſmall city, where there was at that 
time a great concourſe of people; . becauſe all that were of 
the race of David were obliged to repair thither. So the 
B. virgin finding no inn, nor any other — that ſhe could 
lodge in, was obliged to retire into an _ ſtable. It was not 
without a particular wiſdom that ſhe ſtayed there, fince ſhe 
was directed in all things by the Holy Ghoſt. Though ſhe 
found herſelf near her delivery, and though this reaſon might 
have hindered her from leaving Nazareth, yet ſhe departed 
from it to ſeek the place, where ſhe knew that the ſon of God 
made man, whom ſhe carried in her bowels, had reſolved to be 
born ; and like a faithful ſervant, the quality of which ſhe no 
leſs eſteemed than that of mother, ſhe choſe rather to follow 
her ſon's will, than her own deſire of bringing him into the 
world, in a place leſs unworthy of ſo high a majeſty. 


— m 


III. She retired into a corner of that ſtable, which was ex- 
poſed to the cold and winds, and fell into a profound contem- 
plation. Then the word incarnate, by his own power, and 
a ſubtilty proper to glorious bodies, came into the world with. 
out hurting the integrity of that moſt pure virgin, at mid 
night in a ſmall body, but perfectly beautiful; and was laid 
upon the ſtraw by the hands of his mother. At that moment 
ſhe found her breaſts miraculouſly filled with a moſt heavenly 
milk; and proſtrating herſelf upon the ground, ſhe humbh 
adored the ſon of God, and her own : ſhe took him up in herWuſlc 
arms, wrapt him up in ſwaddling cloaths, gave him ſuck, anon!) 
beheld him a long time in admiration and filence. I leave te e 
the contemplation of pious perſons, what words cannot exWou! 
plain ; and I do not pretend Gs to repreſent what the ſenti 


ments of the B. virgin were at that time, nor what her hear gi 
ſaid to her ſon. The angels likewiſe rendered their duties toret« 
him, acknowledging and adoring him as their Lord: they allo} . 
called the ſhepherds thither by heavenly ſongs, praifing on 2 
| and Vo 
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nd nd ſaying; Glory in the higheſt heavens to God, and on earth on 
as Wo men of good will, (Luke ii. 14.) 


Theſe angelical words have ſeveral ſenſes, all which 4 
f very great conſolation to us. 


ve, w. Firſt, they ſignify that the war kindled by fin dee 
neg god and men is at Ig happily ended; and that the peace 
to Which is newly made and confirmed for ever, by the new born 
T's Wa viour, gives a free acceſs to God, to every good will, to 
w- very good defire, and to every ſincere love of the heart of 
at Man 


the Secondly, that men may now ſhelter themſelves from the 
ald ſtice and wrath of God, under the protection of the word 
not icarnate; becauſe the divine goodneſs finds in him more 
ſne han ſufficient reaſon for pardoning us, and receiving us into 
ſhefWis friendſhip, and requires nothing but our good will: that 
ght to ſay, that this peace is the work of the n of God, 
tedhnd the good will of men. 


be Thirdly, theſe words have alſo another ſenſe moſt agreeable 
no the love which God exprefles to us in this myſtery.” Sinners 
lowMe called in the holy ſcripture, children of wrath, of perditi- 
then, and of death, becauſe they are ſlaves to fin: but we are 
come through our Lord om Chriſt, the adoptive children 
God. As this happineſs proceeds not from our own merits, 
ext from the love and good will which God expreſſes to us in 
m- v ing us his ſon, we are called by the angels, men or children 


and good will; that is, of the divine will, always employed 
ith- doing good. Thus the angels declare peace to the chil- 
nic en of Kat t paternal goodneſs 8, Which is the fountain of all 
laidFod things. | 


nh v. Theſe ſongs of the angels, and all the marks of their joy, 
wo uſt not make us forget the pain which our Saviour already 
herÞuſes his humanity to ſuffer ; ſince in the midſt of this hea- 
andn1y rejoicing, he loſes not the remembrance of our ſalvation. 

e te could have been received in purple at his birth; but he 
ould be laid on the ground upon ſtraw, and have no bed 
t what was common to. him with beaſts. Thus it is he 
egins already to treat his body, and to fulfil what David had 
retold of him, that he ſhould be a worm, and no man : a reproach 
men and out caft of the people. (Pſalm xxi. 6.) | 
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\ Matters our inclinations, ought not to hope for the ſalyation! 
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VE That ſtate wherein he is born cannot be attributed either 
to his weakneſs or infancy ; fince he neither offered himſelf 
nor was born, but becauſe he would be ſo ; but to a particular 
_ diſpoſition of his providence. For being maſter of the whole 
world, he ordained that at his birth the ſceptre ſhould be out 
of the Houſe of David, from whence he\ deſcended in a right 
line by the B. virgin his mother, that he might be born of x 
mother that was poor ; that the Romans ſhould then be maſten 
of Judea; that Auguſtus ſhould have all his ſubjects numbered; 
that thoſe who were of the Houſe of David ſhould be obliged 
to go to Bethlehem; that his B. mother ſhould at that time be 
near her delivery; and that ſhe ſhould not find any othe 
place to retire into but a ſtable. He clearly ſhews from 
thence how far the ways of God are from the thoughts of 
worldly men, all the maxims of whom he overturns by hi 
birth alone: the ſmall account we ought to make of temporal 
conveniencies which are ſo paſſionately ſought after; and th 
ſeverity wherewith we ought to treat our bodies: for if Chrill | 
treated his ſo roughly, which was pure, innocent, and perfect 
ſubject to the divine will, what contempt ought we not wif 
have for ours which is a body of fin, and the capital enemy : 

| I 


of our happineſs ? 


VII. He was pleaſed therefore for our inſtruction, that hi a 
body, though ſacred and delicate as it was, ſhould be laid on tt 
ground upon a little ſtraw; becauſe he knew how dangeroui d 
the love of our own fleſh, and the falſe peace we keep witli t 
its concupiſcences, is for our ſalyation ; ſince it occaſions us tal c: 
loſe all the fruit of thoſe labours which our Saviour endure p. 
for us, and of the merits he has acquired us. And certain of 
if ſelf-love, ſeparate from corporal weakneſs, cauſed ſo mu 0 
diſorder in heaven amongſt the angels, and precipitated a greii th 
number of them into hell, what will it not do in creature 
formed of clay, who abandon themſelves to their irregul: 
appetites? This made St. Bernard lament : “ Alas! ſaid he, 
© fhall never be entirely delivered from ſelf-love till in heave 
te tis a natural propenſion which we ſhall carry thither, bd 
& which will be fo ſatiated there with. the poſſeſſion of God 
ic that it will loſe all the malignity which it makes uſe of 
« pervert us, whilſt we live on earth.” But whoever appli 
net himſelf to combat it in this life, and to regard it as 
enemy ſo much the more terrible, as it the more ſweet! 


his ſoul. 
| " CO 


" CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift in his Nativity. 


„Ns in this moment, O divine Jeſus ! that I ought to be 

wholly inflamed with the fire of thy charity. Entighten 
my mind with thy eternal light. Reunite the multiplicity of 
my thoughts; recollect all my interior ſenſes; diſpel the 
clouds and darkneſs of my ſoul, that I may fee thee, hear 
thee, love thee, receive thee, and embrace thee, with a heart 
pure and worthy of thee. How beautiful art thou, O ſpouſe 
of my ſoul! how rich art thou, and how many bleflings 
bringeſt thou to us in thy birth ! How full of love and goodneſs 
towards men is thy entrance into this place of miſery! Mayeſt 
thou be for ever bleſſed, fince thou comeſt in the name of the 
Lord, and art thyſelf the Lord of Heaven and Earth. Come, 
O my ſalvation ! come my glory! come the defire and happi- 
neſs of thy poor creature. I adore thee born in my fleſh; I 
adore, that body, that ſoul, that divinity, that love and 
infinite mercy with which thou comeſt to us. Thou appeareſt 
in a Jand deſert, void of all good, and full of all evil. Thou 
art in the midſt of finners, furrounded with poor ſhepherds, 
thou haſt made a heaven of the earth, and of a ſtable a para- 
diſe. The angels deſcend from heaven to come and adore 
thee on earth. Our exile is crowned with glory, and the 
canticles of the bleſſed ſpirits are heard in this valley of tears. 
Paradiſe is wherever thou art; becauſe thou art a paradiſe 
of ſpiritual delights to thoſe ſouls that love thee. With thee, 
O Lord! every thing is pure, holy, and peaceable, every 
thing is ſweet, amiable, and happy. 


IT. If thou ſcekeſt us, O my God! when we ſeek not thee ; 
e, and if thou vouchſafe to come into our miſerable abode 
zwei without being invited thither, what wilt thou do for him who 
r, bi deſires thee, invites thee, and calls thee ? I call thee, O divine 
Goo Jeſus! with all my power; come Lord, enter into and be 
f 1 born in my ſoul, fill it with thy light, give thy peace to its 
good will: for, alas! thou wilt find no good works in us. We 
are fo deſtitute of virtues, that we have at moſt only good 
defires, and they alſo muſt come from thee. Thou reſerveſt for 
thyſelf all the labour and pain; and it is ſufficient for thee 
to perceive a good will in us, which thou thyſelf wilt fulfil, 
and give it grace to accompliſh what it deſires T he 
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good can I have without thee? Animate this ſpark of love 


my God and ſovereign good. 
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If there be any good in me, 'tis becauſe I am thy work, 
and the child of that paternal good will, which is an 
inexhauſtible fountain of bleflings. Thou alfo requireſt 
nothing of me, but a good will, in order to communicate to 
me thoſe bleſſings thou deſigneſt me, I offer it to thee, 
O Lord! and I offer thee nothing but what is thine, ſince thou 
giveſt me it; and fince I receive from thy goodneſs the defire 
I actually feel of loving thee, poſſeſſing thee, and of being 
wholly thine. Supply, O ſovereign perfection! the weakneſs 
and imperfection of my will : for, alas, what am I, and what 


thou giveſt me with thy breath, O divine ſpirit! grant it may 
become a flame, and that I may be conſumed thereby. 


III. How different art thou from what thou appeareſt, O 
divine infant! Human eyes are not piercing enough to diſcover 
any thing elſe in thee but a ſmall, weak, and delicate body, 
frozen with cold, weeping, in want of every thing, laid on 
the ground among beaſts, and as it were the outcaſt of the 

eople; and yet thou art the ſon of the eternal father, 
the ſplendor of has glory, and the figure of his ſubſtance, (Heb. i. 3.) 
God infinite, and omnipotent, the treaſure of divine riches, 
the joy of the bleſſed ſouls, the delight of thoſe who love thee, 
the happineſs of thoſe who defire thee, and the repoſe of thoſe 
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who poſſeſs thee. How great and how little art thou at ther 
ſame time. O infant God! thou haſt put thyſelf in this ſtate to 8 
draw our tenderneſs the more eafily to thyſelf; thou rejecteſt 5 


none, thou art born in an open place, every one has a free 
acceſs to thee, and thou permitteſt all to embrace thee with <4 
love. Come then into my arms, O divine infant! fince in © 
embracing thee I embrace my God, I hold my God, I enjoy 


Thou concealeſt thy majeſty, O, God of glory! that men 
may approach to thee without fear, and treat familiarly with 
thee. | For who would preſume to appear before thee, if thy ſh; 


goodneſs rendered thee not as acceſſible as thou art,? Come thi. 
into my ſoul, O divine infant! and ſatisfy its defire of poſ: 1 
4 


ſeſſing thee; remain with me, repoſe in me, ſhew me the 
beauty of thy countenance, ſoften the hardneſs of my heart 
by that meekneſs ofa lamb, and transform it entirety into thy 
love. Let me never depart from thee, let my heart encreaſe 
with thee, may it be dilated, and acquire ſtrength to love the: 
conſtantly, ſerve thee faithfully, and accompliſh thy holy wil 


in all things. : 
IV. Adorable 
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IV. Adorable Jeſus, divine word, and eternal wiſdom !_ 
thou comeſt to ſeek men, why art thou not born as they are, 


and amongſtthem ? why art thou born in a ſtable ? why takeſt 
thou not at leaſt an abode of men? why treateſt thou thy bo- 


2 dy ſo inhumanly ? It is neither by chance or out of weakneſs 
chat thou uſeſt jt ſo, fince thou art the increated wiſdom, and 
re ſupporteſt the univerſe by thy power: thou art born thus, 
g becauſe thou art ſo pleaſed ; and the uſage thou ſuffereſt is thy 
18 own choice. But why chuſeſt thou, O Lord, this ſo rigorous 
at a treatment? why ſo much ſeverity againſt ſo innocent a 
ve body? It is becauſe thou knoweſt my evils, as thou art their 
ay only and true remedy : thou knoweſt that my body and fleſh 


are my cruelleſt enemies; that the law of my members rebels 
continually in me againſt the law of my mind, and makes 
owe loſe ali the fruit of thy mercies. Thou treateſt thy fleſh, tho it 
be purity itſelf, and the inſtrument of thoſe infinite bleſſings 


J thou beſtoweſt on me, as I ought to treat mine. How blind 
— am I, if I fee not what thou teacheſt me by this conduct; 


he how miſerable am I, if ſeeing it I am not aſhamed to flatter my 
body, and ſpare this enemy of my ſalvation, fo far as to pre- 
fer its intereſt to thine, to loſe thee for ſatisfying it, and to 


— loſe thee for ſparing it. 
of: O light of my heart ! O maſter and mode] both of eternal 


the truths! how clearly doſt thou ſhew me what I owe my body! 
grant alſo that the ſame love, which reduces thee to this ex- 
reſt Wl <£15 of ſuffering for my inſtruction and cure, may produce in 
me a ſpirit wholly new, which may make me hate my fleth 


pr equally to the love I have borne it. 
100 V. But my body, O Lord! is a part of myſelf, it walks 


with me, it accompanies me every where, jt enters into and is 
concerned in the ſame things which regard thy ſervice ; but 
it would have the firſt place therein, and I am ſo remiſs as to 
condeſcend to its defires, What ſhall I do, O my God? how. 
{hall I be able to ſupport the weight of ſo many miſeries, and 
this law of my fleſh ever contrary to the law of thy command- 
ments? I can only find in thee alone, O heavenly phyſician! 
the remedy I have need of; and 'tis t give me it that thou 
art born, and already treateſt thyſc.? ſo feverety. Heal theres: 
fore the corruption of my heart by the purity of thine, and 
ſupport by the vigour of thy ſpirit the weakneſs of mine. The 
place where thou art born cannot be ſenñble of thy preſence, 
it will always remain what it is, and thou wilt not change its 
nature; but thou canſt, O Lord! by thy preſence ſoften the 
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hardneſs of my heart, correct the irregularity of my affections, 
and elevate the lowneſs of my defires. Quit then the ſtable, 
and come to abide in me; that thou mayeſt enlighten, touch, 
and change me. Come, O my God! that I may know thee, 
adore thee, and embrace thee; and that I may hate myſelf 
to love thee. Enter into my ſoul, and I ſhall be humbled and 
confounded by thy preſence, and thou wilt be glorified by my 
humiliation ; thou wilt teach me thy truth, thou wilt commu- 
nicate thy ſtrength to me for overcoming my enemies, and 
thou wilt deſtroy in me this earthly ſpirit to make thy divine 
ſpirit live and reign therein. Be ever prefent to my eyes, O 
divine Jeſus ! eſtabliſh thy abode in my heart, and may I be 
fo charmed with thy beauty and ſweetneſs, that I may entirely 
loſe the taſte of the things of this world. | 


VI. All my miſery proceeds from my accompliſhing the 
deſires of the fleſh contrary to thy will. Thou knoweſt my 
infirmity, O Lord! and the little ſtrength I have for reſiſting 
the occaſions of offending thee : nothing but thy omnipotent 
hand is capable of fortifying and defending me againſt myſelf. 
I caſt myſelf at thy feet; I preſent myſelf before thee with 
al! my wounds and miſeries. I will do whatever thou requireſt 
of me, and I deſire in all things only the accompliſhment of 
thy holy will; if my rebellious fleſh refiſts thereto, humble it, 
O Lord! mortify it, and make it ſenfible of the force of thy 
bleſſed ſpirit. . 


O moſt holy virgin mother! be ſenſible of my miſery, aſſiſt 
me in breaking the hardneſs of my heart, and deſtroying 
the contradictions of this miſerable body, that every thing in 
me may be ſubject to that divine Saviour, and that I may not 
loſe the fruit of his labours, obtain for me the grace of over- 
coming myſelf and of ſerving him, of hating myſelf, and of 
loving him. O angels of heaven! O moſt pure ſouls! who 
enjoy the ſovereign happineſs, eternally bleſs the Saviour of 
my ſoul, and render him infinite thankſgivings for all the 
bleſſings he has beſtowed on me; be my interceſſors with 
him, that I may not be overwhelmed with the weight of my 
fleſh, but that it may be always ſubject to the ſpirit of God. 


men. 


v. SUFFERING 


„ ee e 
i, V. SUFFERING of CHRIS T. 
E, | | 

: The tears he fhed for our fins. 
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HE firſt thing our Saviour did at his coming into the 
world, was to weep, as other children do; and it is a 


d Wercat ſubject of admiration to us, to behold the ſon of the living 
le od thus conceal his eternal wiſdom ; the divine word remain in 
O lience; the joy of the bleſſed ſhed tears; and the ſovereign power 
e Frrapt in ſwaddling cloaths in the arms of a woman. As all 


heſe appearances of weakneſs proceed only from love, they 
furniſh thoſe who love Jeſus Chriſt with an ample mattor of 
ontemplation, and caſt them into aa profound aſtoniſhment 


de Wt the fight of ſo many wonders. For though he yees like - 
J Mother children, the cauſe of his tears is infinitely different. 
18 avid had foretold of him, that he ſhould be devoured with 
at he zeal of the houſe and the glory of God, (Pſalm Ixviii. 12.) 
If. Jo far as to take upon himſelf the expiation of all the crimes 
- pf the whole world: indeed he felt in ſo lively a manner, at 


is entrance into the world, the infinite number of fins, which 
his eternal wiſdom placed altogether before his eyes, that he 
hen began to weep, and afterwards ſpent his life, and died at 
laſt, in forrow and grief. Thoſe tears ſhed for finners, joined 
o the dignity of his divine perſon, were ſo powerful with God 
his father, according to the teſtimony of the apoſtle, (Heb. v. 7.) 
hat they rendered him favourable to us, and merited for us 
he pardon of our offences. For whilſt our Saviour . was inte- 
iorly taken up with the thoughts of our miſeries, and his bleſſ- 
d foul, with all its powers remained united to God, whom it 
learly beheld, his body was bathed in tears, and his heart pe- 
etrated with a moſt lively ſorrow for all the crimes, which 
ad been cammitted from the beginning of the world, and 
which would be cammitted till the conſummation of ages. 


IT. As he never ſpared himſelf in any thing when he was to 
ny Wexpreſs his love to us, and as the ground was wholly, moiſtened 
d. Nvith the blood he ſweat in the garden of Olives, (Luke xxii. 44.) 
ſo we may believe, that he bathed every place where he prayed 
with his tears; that his bed was watered therewith eve 
night, according to the expreſſion of the royal prophet, (H. vi. 
7.) and that he diſpoſed himſelf, by that bath of tears, to the 
baptiſm of blood after which he fighed : but how bitter theſe 
IG Wtcars were is inexpreflible, ſince they were cauſed by a ſorrow 
10 


/ 
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ſo much the more lively as it was more interior and pro. 
found. bY | 


None but thoſe who have felt the pains of the mind, knoy 
how far they ſurpaſs thoſe of the body. The impreſhon mad 
on the ſoul by any evil, commonly follows, from the knoy 
ledge it has thereof: now Chriſt alone perfectly knowing the 
number and enormity of the evils for which he wept, he alon 
was alſo capable of feelingthe whole weight of them. This mad: 
him ſay to his father by the mouth of David, Save me, O God 
For the waters have entered even into my ſoul. I am come into t 
depth of the ſea, and a tempeſt has overwhelmed me. I have labour: 
crying my eyes have failed————the zeal of thy houſe has dt 
voured me, (Pſalm Ixvili. 1, 10.) 


III. When the ſaints would expreſs the deformity of fi 
they affirm that if men ſaw it clearly, the abhorrence the 
would conceive of it would be capable of making them die 
This is a truth which God has made ſome of his ſervants ſer 
fible of; but as he always ſpares their weakneſs, he never give 
them that clear fight but for a ſhort time, and after an abun 
dant communication of his ſpirit :and though this light be giva 
them only for purifying themſelves, he ſtands cloſe by the 
at that time, that they may be able to bear it; he conceals 
part of it from them when it becomes too ſtrong; and he in 
ſpires them with a quite new confidence in his goodneſs, whid 
engages them ſtill more ſtrictly to ſerve and love him. 
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If any one thinks this is ſpeaking with too much exaggeraſſn 
tion of the horror of fin, let him caſt his eyes on Chriſt, an vu. 
comprehend that this equitable judge of the greatneſs of ow. 
evils, did not think it was too much, when he gave his bloo an 
his life and infinite merits for expiating them. This very ide wr 
of the deformity of fin, was one of the reaſons which oW@!e: 
caſioned his ſweat of blood, and the mortal agony he ſuffere Hof 
in the garden of Olives. bu 


IV. The ſon of God having therefore taken upon himſelf le 
ſatisfy for all the fins of the world, the greatneſs and multitudi 2ra 
of which he perfectly knew, it is eaſy to judge with what ſen 
and bitterneſs of heart he wept for them. For though the 
were the evils of others, his pain was not mollified on thi 
account ; becauſe his love made him regard them as his ow 
and he was as deeply touched with them as if they had been 
hisown committing : beſides which, he not only felt in fin thoſi we 
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diſorders it had cauſed amongſt men, but much more ſtill the 
injury which the divine majeſty had received thereby, and 
this made him paſs his life in continual ſorrow. 


Though other children have many reaſons to weep at their 
coming into the world, fince they are born children of wrath, 
and enter into a baniſhment, far from heaven, and are in dan- 
ger of loſing it, expoſed to a thouſand evils which end but 
by the greateſt of all, viz. death, joined to the uncertainty of 
a better life: nevertheleſs as they are born deprived of the uſe of 
reaſon, they are inſenfible of their misfortune, and know not 
till afterwards the juſt grounds they have had for deploring the 
miſery of their condition. But Chriſt having nothing of 
childhood, but the ſmallneſs of body, and the outward form ; 
and being at the ſame time the fon of Adam and the wiſdom of 
God, knew the whole extent of the evils for which he wept ; 
he clearly ſaw the tyranny of the fleſh and the world, the vio- 
lence and inundation of human paſſions, the oblivion of 
eternal goods, an averhon to holy things, the baſeneſs and 
amuſement of earthly cares, the infinite . multitude of bad 
thoughts, criminal deſires, irregular words, and the unlawful 
actions of all men that had lived till then, and that were to 
live till the end of the world. He knew that his mercy was the 
only remedy of all thoſe evils, and to which he was engaged 
by the obligation he had laid himſelf under of ſatisfying for 
the fins of the world. 


But nothing affected him fo ſenſibly as the foreſight of the 
ſmall profit of his labours, and the ingratitude of men. He 
was ſo penetrated with all thefe confiderations, that his eyes 
were become two fountains of tears which continually flowed, 
and ſpurted up even into heaven, there to extinguiſh the 
wrath of God juſtly provokedagainſt us: for he was not only 
ſenſible of the fins of the whole world in general, but likewiſe 
of thoſe of every one in particular; ſo that there is none of us 
but may regard thoſe divine tears as ſhed for himſelf, enjoy 
them as a bleffing which belongs to him, acknowledge that 
he is the cauſe of them, and thus diſpoſe himſelf to receive that 
grace of remiſſion which Chriſt has merited for him. 


V. God ſhewed in a viſion to the prophet Ezechiel. a mag- 
nincent temple, wherein was a fountain of living water Which 
ſprung up to the right hand, and had the. virtue of healing 
all that came to the temple, ( Ezech. xIvii.) By the right hand 
we muſt underſtand, according to the common expreſſion of the 
ſcripture, 


the holy ſcripture, (Job xxi. 13.) They ſpend their days in jt 
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ſcripture, the power of God; and by that fountain, the -abuy- 
dance of good things which are found in the-living temple of 
the divinity, that is, in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; becauſe in his 
body, which he himſelf calls a temple, dwells all the pleni- 
tude of the divinity; and at his birth there flowed from hiz 
two eyes, as from two ſalutary fountains, a torrent of living 
water, the virtue of which was able to cure all our infirmities. 
We muſt no longer aſk why thoſe that weep are called bleſſed 
in the goſpel, fince they have Chriſt's tears for their conſolati- 
on: for this divine Saviour by taking upon himſelf his chil- 
dren's debts, performs on their accounts the office of a true fa- 
ther ; he weeps alone for them, and ſends his angels to declare 
to men the peace and joy which he procures them by his ſor: 
rows. Parents labour and give themſelves a thouſand pains 
for their children, whilſt theſe children ſport and live with: 
out diſquiet: thus it is that Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and true 
Father acts towards us; he would have us be chearful, content, 
and calm, whilſt he labgurs, ſuffers, and weeps alone 
for us. 


VI. The holy ſcripture teaches us a great truth, when he 
ſays, that it is better to go into the houſe of mourning, than into tha 
of feaſting, (Eceleſ. vii. 3.) not only becauſe the joys of thi 
world are cloſely purſued by ſadneſs or death ; but alſo be 
cauſe there is commonly found in the midſt of exceſſive Jo 
a great forgetfulneſs of God and eternal ſalvation; and men 
arrive thereby at ſuch a degree of blindneſs, that thoſe thing 
which make them weep, are no leſs ſhameful than thoſe which 
rejoice them : they eſteem riches, the proſperities of this work 
the pleaſures of the fleſh, and according to the expreſſion ol 


and wealth, aud in a moment they deſcend into hell, where they ar 
undeceived fruitleſsly, and weep without conſolation and 
hope. They think themſelves unhappy in this life, when the) 
want the means of ruining themſelves, when they cannd 
atisfy their deſires, and when they are in adverſity, though! 
be their ſureſt way to ſalvation: but they deplore not the 
vils of their ſoul, the offences committed againſt God, thi 
joks of heaven, and the danger they are in of eternal dam 
nation, 


We ſee na ſuch thing in the ſtable of Bethlehem; there is ne 
thing in that houſe of tears, where Jeſus weeps, but angelica 
rejoicings, ſpiritual delights, celeſtial favours, and a holy ſe che! 
fiety, compoſed of Mary, Jeſeph, and ſome poor ſhepherds h hi 

| | the, 
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ey there bewail their ſins, deſpiſe pleaſures, merit heaven, 
d taſte a folid conſolation. It is therefore better to go into 


uu at houſe of tears, than into a houſe of joy. 

u | 

hu VII. Tears are commonly figns or effects of ſadneſs ; be- 
ne use they are occaſioned either by the privation of a good 


hich was dear to us, or by the preſence of one which 
akes us paſs in a moment from ſadneſs to joy. The tears of 
riſt have the ſame principles: for tho' he cannot feel the 
ant of any good which belonged to him, ſince he poſſeſſes the 
enitude of all goods, yet he is ſenfible of the privation of 
oſe we have loſt, and of the return of thoſe which we re- 
ver in him. Thus is he the companion of our tears, as well 
thoſe which ſadneſs makes us ſhed, as of thoſe which joy oc- 
fions us, by the intereſt and concern he takes in all our good 
d evil. 


It belongs therefore to every one of us to examine the 
ttom of our hearts, and to ſee what our inclinations and 
erſions are; that we may judge thereby whether we have 
y ſhare in the tears of Chriſt : for a Chriſtian - ought to fear 
thing ſo much, as that facility with which he gives way to 
rthly affections, unworthy of a heart which is made only for 
dd and eternal good things. Hence comes that indolence 
d falſe peace, which makes one ſpend his life calmly in fin, 
dentirely neglect the purity of his conſcience, as if he had 
ver done any thing which deſerved to be wept for, or had no 
dund to fear death and the judgments of God. People even 
quently reckon that a happy day wherein they have ſatis- 
1 their moſt criminal defires : whereas if men made a little 
lection upon the irregular motions of their hearts, and the 
e they beſtow on the world, vanity, and pleaſures, they 
uld find great reaſon to fear leſt Chriſt had wept unprofita- 
for them, and leſt they themſelves ſhould be con- 
ned one day to weep without any fruit for all eter- 


V. 


III. O how much wiſer is the conduct of a ſervant of 
d, who living unknown to the world and judging all 
n joys unworthy of him, mingles his tears with thoſe 
his Saviour, taſtes thoſe ſpiritual delights which they 
duce in this life and expects thoſe which they merit 
the other ! How much happier is the penitent man, who 
ched with regret for his fins, joins himſelf to Chriſt to weep 
h him for them, and to obtain through him their remiſh- 

| on ! 
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on! how much more prudent is he, who entering again im 
his heart, aſks an account from himſelf of his paſt life, reform 
his manners, is employed in the ſalvation of his ſoul, return 
ſincerely to God, gives himſelf wholly to him, is received. ty 
the communication of his love, and taſtes that divine peaq 
which is given only to thoſe, who having wept bitterly wit! 
Jeſus, find a moſt ſweet conſolation in his mercy, 


CONTEMPLATION 
On the tears Chriſt ſhed for us. 


| HENCE come theſe tears which thou ſheddeft in fu 
abundance, O divine infant! thou who art the conſola 

tion of thoſe that weep? Why melteſt thou in tears when the 
entereſt into this land of finners, ſince thou comeſt hither! 
make them happy? The angels make the air reſound wil 
canticles of joy; they declare exceeding gladnefs to tl 


ſhepherds, becauſe thou art born; and they order men - 
rejoice, becauſe they have a Saviour: 'tis thou, O amiat | 
Jeſus ! who art that Saviour; and there js only thee alonet * 
weepeſt amidſt the rejoicings of heaven and earth. May 
thau be bleſſed for ever, O my God! Thou comeſt to us willifl © 
ſo great a deſire of redeeming us, that thou wilt not intern 


the work of our redemption for one moment: thou weept 
with impatience to die, forgetting nothing for our remed 
and becauſe thou knoweſt that many will water thy feet w 
their tears in ſorrow for their fins, as Magdalen did, thou wilt! 
the firſt in ſhedding thine before thy father, to render hi 


favourable to us, and to ſanctify our tears by thine. Tg 
beginneſt at thy entrance into the world, to perform hy d * 
tears what thou art one day to perform by thy blood. © % 


II. What ſhall I render thee, O thou love of my foul! 
all thoſe bleſſings thou beſtoweſt on me? Thou weepeſt li 
other children, but thou haſt other reaſons for weeping th 
they have: they have occaſion to weep for the baniſhm 
they are beginning, the fin they bring with them, the dang! 
they are expoſed to, and the miſeries they ſuffer ; and thou 

9 
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ey are ignorant of them as yet, nature performs in them 
hat they would do themſelves if they knew them. But thou 
eternal wiſdom ! thou weepeſt becauſe thou beholdeſt the 
imes of all men, the injuries done to thy father, the ruin of 
zuls, their interior and unknown neceflities, the errors which 
lind them, the pleaſures which corrupt them, and the 
abits which damn them. Thou weepeſt becauſe thou ſeeſt 
e contempt of thy law, the forgetfulneſs of eternal 

e negligence of ſalvation, the love of earthly things, the 
pire of fin and the devil, the wrath of God, the danger of 
ernal damnation, the falſe peace wherein the world lives 
mongſt ſo many ſubjects of fear, and the impoſſibility we 
e in of finding any remedy beſides thee for all the evils which 
compals us. ? 


III. But becauſe we find in thee that only, ſovereign, 
nd true remedy, thou wilt have the earth to rejoice at thy 
rth, and heaven, which is to be filled wich men whom thou 
pmeſt to ſave, to partake in that joy. Thou alone wilt be 
eeping, whilſt we enjoy the merit of thy tears; they proceed 
bundantly from that heart, wholly burning with charity, to 
zal the wounds and melt the ice of mine: make thoſe divine 
ars, O fountain of heavenly bleſſings! flow into my heart, 
at it may be healed, ſoftened, and purifted. I adore thee, 
divine love! O immenſegoodneſs! O infinite mercy! I adore 
zee, Olamb of God! who takeſt away the hns of the world: 
adore that care and eagerneſs thou haſt for procuring me 
> cthcacious a remedy. 


How well has the prophet 1/ara deſcribed - thee, by ſaying, 
e away the ſpoils ſpeedily, quick take preys, (viii. 1.) fince bein 

able to wait till the age of ſpeaking, thou already carrie 

ray by thy tears, the heavenly treaſures, the mercies of God, 
da thouſand ſpiritual graces, for finners. O divine ſpouſe 
my ſoul! O charitable father of this unhappy finner, thou 
aſt good reaſon to ſay, that the :9mpanions of the bridegroom 
nnot mourn ſo long as the bridegroom is with them but the days 
Ul come, when the bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, and then Hall 
y faſt, and mourn, (Matt. ix. 15.) becauſe they are deprived 


- 1 his fight : for when he is preſent, he takes care to provide 
* the neceſſities of his family, and to comfort it by his pre- 
Sr nce whilſt the children take their diverſion and reſt under the 


Ire of their father. Thus it is, O divine Jeſus ! that at thy 
trance into the world thou wouldſt have us be in joy, whilſt 
| | thou 


[ 
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thou weepeſt for us, and that we ſhould abandon the care 


ourſelves to thee, whilſt thou alone laboureſt in acquiriz 
us eternal good things. N a 


IV. But thou not only beginneſt thy life by weeping, 
thou God of my ſoul! thou contmueſt it in the ſame mant 
and thoſe tears are only to end by the death on the en 
Thou wilt paſs days and nights in prayer, with thy count 
nance bathed in tears, and the very ground where thou ſhi 
pray will be watered therewith ; thou feeleſt my evils, as if thy 
were thy own, and thou beggeſt for me the bleſſings of heay 
as if they were neceſſary for thyſelf. Although thou ſhoul 
never ſuffer any other pains, will not thoſe tears, ſhed for 
wailing evils which thou committedſt not, and thoſe ſighs th 
ſendeſt forth for meriting us the remedies which thou needy 
not, ſuffice to convince me of thy love and to draw mine 
thee? O inexhauſtible fountain of mercy ! why am TI 1 
melted in tears, and burnt with the love of thee? Is 
poſſible that I ſhould let thee veep alone for the fins I ha 
committed, without mingling at leaſt my tears with thin 
O ſweet and ardent tears, ſoſten my heart, and make mine fl 
in abundance ; that I may affiſt you in waſhing away my f 
and be inflamed with the love of my Saviour, 


Since there was nothing in me, O eternal wiſdom ! whit 
could engage thee to ſuccour me, but the neceflity I was 
of lamenting all my life; how great is my blindneſs to n 
after the pleaſures of the world, without any ſenſe of n 
miſery ? Enlighten, O divine light! the darkneſs of my fol 
that I may know and hate myſelf; ſeparate my heart fre 
the love of terreſtrial goods which ſeparate me from thee ; tal 
from me thereliſh of all things which hinder me from reliſhit 
thee, and which oblige thee to weep. | 


V. O infinite goodneſs ! always patient in bearing withn 
and ever liberal in heaping thy bleſfings upon me! whe 
ſhould I have been, if thou hadſt not had pity on me? Whe 
I look back on my paſt life, I find great occaſion there 
of fear and ſorrow, not only on account of thoſe evils which 
have never wept for, but even of thoſe which I ha 
hitherto wept for with ſo much rs rome; th for have I el 
felt the loſs of thy love, O my God! in as lively a mann 
as I have that of a temporal good or pleaſure? I weep it 
a father, a brother, a relation, a friend, who cannot deli 
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ne from my evils, and whom I muſt neceſſarily loſe ſooner 
or later: I loſe thee every day by myfins, O my ſovereign good 

deſerve to be deprived of the eternal happineſs for which I 
vas created, and this loſs concerns me not. If a man offends 
e, if he does not reſtore me what I think is my due, or if any 
hing happens to me againſt my will, I am diſturbed thereby 
oth interiorly or exteriorly. Iam ſenſible of the loſs of ho- 
our and reputation; I cannot bear without an extreme difh- 
ulty that another ſhould be more eſteemed than myſelf; I 
pend my life in diverting myſelf, and flattering my- capital 
enemy; that is, this material and corruptible body which 
s the ſource of all my evils; if it wants any convenience or 
pleaſure, I am- afflicted thereat, fo as to loſe all repoſe: and 
hat is ſtill more deplorable, I employ, O my God! the time 
hou haſt given me for meriting eternal goods, in every thing 
hat may rob me of them for ever; I am even ſo miſerable 
hat I cannot ſuffer myſelf to be deprived of the-occafions of 
periſhing, and loſing thee at the fame time, thou who art 
y only happineſs. | 


I am weak againſt temptation, overcome in the leaſt aſſault, 
ukewarm; without fervor, remiſs in good, bold in evil, with- 
but light, without charity, without any defire of pleafing 
hee, without application to thy ſervice, without a will to ſuffer 
or thee, without interior peace, in fine without any good, 
xcept it proceeds from thee. But this is ſaying too little, I 
m without thee, O the true life of my foul! I behold myſelf 


0 
of n the region of the ſhadow of death, and am unconcerned 
y ſol hereat, neither do I melt into tears before thee. Art thou not, 


D divine Jeſus! my true father, brother, and friend, the com- 
anion of my pilgrimage, my comfort, my treaſure, my glory, 
nd my ſovereign felicity ? Why then am I not aſhamed to 
eep for temporal misfortunes, and to be inſenſible of the miſ- 
ortune of loſing thee ? O tears of an infinite price! ſupply the 
eakneſs of mine, and obtain me thoſe bleflings which you 
erit. 


Put an end to my miſery, O Lord! and permit me not to 
emain any longer in the blindneſs wherein I am. I have 
Iready ſacrificed a great part of my life to earthly cares, what 
have remaining thereof is not too much for meriting heaven. 
ay I begin at leaſt now to ſerve thee, O my God! I am 
duched with regret for my fins, and I fincerely defire to weep 
ir them with thee. But it belongs to you, O powerful tears! 
hich open heaven, to open alſo my eyes for making mine — 
Wa 
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Waſh away, O ſweet tears! all the ſpots of my ſoul; kindle in 
me, O ardent tears the love of God, and the hatred of my. 
felf. O tears which pierce the heart of the eternal Father, 
pierce mine alſo; and ſince you may make all ſorts of bleſſing 
deſcend from heaven upon earth, elevate this earthly heart to 
heaven. When will the happy moment come when I ſhall 
feel in my ſoul the effect of thoſe precious tears? let them 
beg for me, O divine Jeſus! what I know not how to beg for; 
hear them, for I deſerve not to be heard, and grant me the 
bleſſings which they beg for me. | 51 


VI. It is true that tears are commonly the effect or end 0 
ſadneſs; becauſe ſadneſs being nothing elſe but ſorrow for 
having loſt a good which was dear to us, we weep only for the 
privation of what we love ; and when we recover that good, 
ſadneſs ends alſo by tears. Tis for this reaſon that thy ſer 
vants who ardently ſeck thee, weep ſometimes with ſorrouf 
for the evils which ſeparate them from thee, and ſometime 
with joy for the bleſſings which thou communicateſt to them 
being unable to ſupport without melting in tears, eithe 
the ſweet impreſſion of thy preſence, or the regret of havin 
diſpleaſed thee. But thou, O divine Jeſus ! what reaſon hal 
thou to weep? Is there any good thou haſt not? Thou thyſell 
art the ſovereign good, thou poſſeſſeſt all the treaſures of th 
wiſdom and knowledge of God; and as nothing is wanting 
therein, ſo nothing can be added thereto : thus thy tears regan 
only men, and being rich with thy own goods, thou deſireſ 
none but for them. Thou wilt never be ſatished, O devouring 
fire! till thou haſt transformed into thyſelf all thoſe ſoul 
which thou haſt created for thee. But art thou not infinite! 
Art thou not omnipotent ? Who then can hinder thee fron 
conſuming in me what is diſpleaſing to thee, and from changin 
me wholly into thyſelf, that I may pleaſe thee ? 


VII. Let my tears be my food day and night, till J poflel 
thee, O infinite goodneſs! grant that I may weep for the mi 
fortune of having loſt thee, and for the danger of loſing thee 
fortify me by thy preſence, that my enemies may be diſperſe 


I teel myſelf touched with the defire of praying to thee, MI 
loving thee, and of wiping off the tears which thou ſheddeiy- -. 
for me; but there is ſomething in me which makes thee ſhall - 
them, and which. my blindneſs hinders me from knowing 1 
thou, O Lord | who perfectly knoweſt me, and ſeeſt the bottol : 4 


of my ſoul, heal in it thoſe evils which afflict thee, and gil. 
me all thoſe bleſſings which thou defireſt for me. O how wel irt 
; I no) V 
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I how comprehend that it is better to go into a houſe of tears, 
than into one of joy; ſince the tears of this life produce the 
joy of the other! Thou art born here below, O my God! and 
thou dieſt in tears, and 'tis thou who in Heaven wipeſt 
off all the tears of the juſt, whilſt thoſe who in this world 
ſpend their days in pleaſure fall in a moment into hell. I 
therefore chuſe rather a thouſand times to go into the ſtable 
here thou weepeſt, than into palaces where the powerful of 
the world rejoice. There is no pleaſure on earth but what is 
mixed with ſadneſs, and the pureſt joy that is taſted here, is 
o weep with thee. The juſt who ſpend their life in tears, and 
igh inceſſantly after thee, are filled with conſolation ; grant, 
D Lord! that I may be of that ſmall number. O happy 
oment ! wherein, whilſt the body is bathed in tears, the foul 
enderly embraces thee. ot; 


Embrace me, O divine infant! that we may weep together, 
hou for the love of me, and I for the love of thee; thou wilt 
onvert me, and I ſhall poſſeſs thee ; thou wilt comfort thyſelf 
rich me, and I ſhall comfort myſelf with thee. What ſweet- 
neſs doſt thou give, and what bleſhngs doit thou communicate 
o thoſe who weep with thee! O how true it is, according to 
y word, that thoſe are happy who weep thus! Remove from 
e, O divine Jeſus! all the vain joys of the earth, that I may 
igh and weep in time, in order to have the conſolation of 
oſſeſſing thee in eternity. 


VI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
The coldneſs of the ſeaſon in which he was born. 


HRIST not only undertook to fight againſt fin, in order to 
merit for us the grace and glory which we had loſt; bur 
Iſo to leave us examples of virtue, in which we might clearly 
iſcover, both the evils that fin occaſions us, and the means 
f avoiding it. Therefore he has particularly declared himſelf 
gainſt thoſe vices which are moſt predominant in the world, 
nd of which the occaſions are pop? ; frequent and dangerous; 
| gil nd has eſpecially applied himſelf to the practice of contrary 
ies, ſuch as humility, patience, the ſhunning of pleaſures 
no vor. 1 F a and 
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and of every thing the world moſt eſteems. But becauſe the 
love of the body, and the care one takes of it, is one of thoſe 
things wherewith men are moſt taken up, and which cauſes 
the greateſt diſorders ; the ſon of God at his birth, and through 
the whole courſe of his life, treated his body in ſuch a 
manner, that thoſe who have the dehre and fortitude of dying 
to themſelves, find in him continual examples of mortifica- 
tion; and thoſe who have not the courage to ill-treat 
themſelves, diſcover at leaſt how much they ought to fear a 
domeſtic enemy, that is able to make them loſe eternal happi- 
neſs. 


| 


One of the convenicncies of the body, in which many 
employ the beſt part of their life, is that proviſion of cloaths, 
and a thouſand means which they daily invent for defending 
themſelves againſt the inclemencies of the weather and change 
of ſeaſons, or for feeling leſs what they cannot wholly avoid. 
We muſt add thereto magnificent houſes, commodious apart 
ments, gardens, woods, waters, moveables, an elegant table 
muſic, and an infinite number of other pleaſures ſought after 
with ſo much care, to hinder the ſenſe of every thing that may 
incommode the carnal man. But as there is nothing to be e 
pected from an enemy too well uſed, but treaſon and rebelliof 
the holy fathers, inſtructed by the divine ſpirit, have invented 
for preventing this diſorder, that fimple and common life whict 
is led in monaſteries, where retrenching all luxury an 
ſuperfluity in lodging, eating, and cloathing, they content 
themſelves. with what is neceflary, - and have frequent occafion 
of mortifying the body and ſenſes. Many have evey retired 
into profound ſolitudes, where they lived without houſe 
cloaths, and human food; others ſpent their lives in con 
tinual faſting; and ſome have lived on the tops of pillan 
expoſed to the heat, cold, and inclemencies of the weather ie 
and they were all as diligent in refuſing their bodies thofen 
very things that were neceſſary, as worldlings are intent cf, , 
procuring them what are ſuperfluous. 


IT. Chriſt was pleaſed not only to be born naked like th 
other children of Adam, but alſo in an inconvenient place, i 
the ſevereſt ſeaſon of the year, at midnight, trembling will 
cold, and deprived of all manner of help. He did not chang 
in proceſs of time that feamleſs garment which his bleſſe 
mother had wrought him with her own hands, but wore | 
Until his death on the croſs. During his hidden life, he hal 
not, in the poor houſe where he dwelt, wherewith to defen 


himfelf, either againſt the cold or heat; and when he bega 
i 


1 © * 
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> converſe with men, the ground was his ordinary bed: he 
as very frequently - expoſed to rain, wind, and ſnow, to the 
eat of the ſun, and to the dew of heaven; and after thus 
pending the day, he retired in the evening upon a, mountain, 
r into a garden, there to ſpend the night in prayer; and 
ny Wotwithſtanding he was the maſter and creator of times, he 
ca- gad diſtinguiſhed the ſeaſons for the profit of men, and ar. 
coat time foreſaw the inconveniency he was to receive one day 
i 80m thence. Thus in procuring us a thouſand. pleaſures by 
Pc earth's fertility, and that plenty of fruit which the variety: 
f ſeaſons produces, he prepared himſelf ſufferings; - for he 
aſted the agreeable things of the ſeaſon but very little, and 
auge felt all the rigour thereof. 1 | 
in 111. Here the poor find great ſubject of inſtruction and 
1; om tort : for although they be deprived of a thouſand thin 
dia herein the rich abound, fo far as often to want the —— 
ommon and neceſſary, yet they learn by the example of our 
aviour, that it is chriſtian prudence to make a virtue of, 
Hal -ceflity. St. Chry/ofom affirms that God eſteems the diſpolition 
ne the heart, and the good will of men, above all things; and 
at he conſiders neceſſary ſufferings no leſs than thoſe which 


101 of our own choice, provided we join love and reſignation 
ted the neceſſity of ſuffering, (Serm. de amore Dei, Sc. tam. 5.) 
niche opinion of this father is founded on a very ſolid reaſon; 


r though I cannot avoid thoſe evils, yet nevertheleſs they 
me from the hand of God who ſends me them, and conſe- 
oNWLently requires me to receive, and ſuffer them. Thus he , 
echhors upon my acceptation of ſufferings, as a ſervice I do him, 


ule a ſubmiſſion to his order, and as a fulfilling the good-will | 
5 hich he inſpires me with. o | Fu ; 
a | 9 op 
heiß If the poor had the ſpirit of God, they would efteem,” phe 


emſelves happy for being in the ſame ſtate which Chriſt was 

te. who being born amongſt Jews, many of whom were both . 
ſt and rich, preferred to their company that of Mary, Joſeph, 

d ſome ſhepherds who were poor. What an advantage is it 

r all thoſe that are ſo, to be able to unite their poverty to 

at of their Saviour, and render it meritorious by his? But 

the virtue which proceeds from neceſſity is ſo precious in 


ange ſight of God, of what value will that neceſſity be which 
elleWmes from virtue? Certainly thoſe voluntary poor who fill 
1 e deſerts and religious houſes, refuſe themſelves whatever is 
> Nat 


perfluous, and treat their bodies ſo ſeverely, will find in 


iſt, not only the example, but alſo the ſtrength of 
egal F 2 . accompliſhing 


78 VI. Suffering of Chrift. 
accompliſhing what ſeems impoſlible to nature: for love, a 
St. Peter Chry/ologus fays, (Serm. 147.) pleads no excuſe con 
cerning the difficulty of things; and the more difficult the 
are, the more courage it has for undertaking them. | 


Henee it is that ſome holy women of whom Palladius ſpeak 
after living a long time incloſed within four roofleſs walk 
being aſked how they had been able to bear ſo ſevere a priſon, 
anſwered that they were ſo charmed with the beauty of thei 
ſpouſe, that they had little feeling of what they ſuffered ft 
loving and pleafmg him. If worldlings knew the ſpiritu; 
delights which God makes thoſe taſte who quit the world fe 
him, they would have a great contempt for the pleaſures ( 
the body: but becauſe this truth is comprehended much betta 
by example than words, it is ſufficient to mention here, ſo 
giving a faint idea of the happineſs of the ſaints in this lik 
that they live more content in poverty and ſuffering, tha 
worldly men do in the midſt of abundance and pleaſure ; a 
that they would not change a fingle moment of the pail 
which they endure with Chriſt, for all the joys in the world 
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IV. There are ſome perſons in the world, who are neithe 
fo irregular as to ſeek the conveniencies of life to the prejudic 
of their ſalvation, nor ſo fervent as to reſolve to leave 
things with a defign of pleaſing God: and although what! 
have ſaid does not regard them ſo directly as thoſe who aſpit 

to chriſtian perfection, yet it is certain that they find 
Chriſt's auſterity a great ſubject of conſolation for chew, at 
powerful reaſons for loving him; for he has ſo much good; 
towards us, that even when he walks before us, and pives 
ſuch bright examples of the ſevereſt mortification, he does ni 
oblige us to practiſe it in that degree of perfection: al 
whilft he refuſes himſelf all things in order to merit for 
eternal bleffings, he permits us the uſe of temporal 
veniencies, provided they deſtroy not in us the love at 
obedience which we owe to him. Therefore although thoſe 
whom we ſpeak ſtill allow great liberty to their ſenſes, if the 
frequent the ſacraments, practiſe the virtues proper for the 
ſtate, and prevent the care of the body from making the 
abandon that of the ſoul, God may raiſe up children 
Abraham from thoſe ſtones, roſes from-thoſe thorns, and 
from that barren ground. 


They have alſo a means of drawing down the mercy 
> God upon themſelves, by being confounded in his preſence, 
compar 
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comparing their delicacy with the auſterity of their Saviour 
begging his pardon, for their remiſſneſs, and grace. to avoid 
whatever may deſtroy his love in them : far Chriſt loves us ſo 
affectionately, and eſteems the humility of heart ſo much, 
that our good deſires often make him excuſe our defects. 5 


V. Our firſt father was condemned after his fin to eat his 
bread in the ſweatof his brow, that is, that he could not live 
but with an extreme pain, in labouring much, and-xeaping 
little, from a land which produces him. every where thorns 
and briars. Chriſt ſubmitted to the ſame law in all its rigour ; 
his life was a continual labour through the goodneſs he had 
for us; and he drew: little profit from his laboaun becauſe of 
our malice : he ſowed the ſeeds of life in an ungratefyl land, 
which produced fruits of death and eternal damnation. 


CONTEMPLATION . 
On Chrift in the rigour of ile ſeaſon wherein he was born. 


WII doſt thou not ſoſten the hardneſs of my heart, O 
divine tenderneſs! that I may love and adore the 


WW inventions of thy.mercy ! How canſt thou ſuffer my ſoul. to 


remain cold and frozen in the midſt of ſo many flames as ſur- 
round it on every fide ? Permit not that fire, O Lord! which 
deyours thee. to. be wholly employed. in thyſelf, make ſome 
{parks of ir fly unto me, where it will find matter to exerciſe 
its activity upon; that is to ſay, a great deal of hardneſs to 
mollify, many fans to deſtroy, and ſeveral imperfections to 
conſume. I adore thee, O divine infant! I love thee with all 
my heart, O my ſovereign good! Thou art great in every 
thing, always like thyſelf, and that little body of thine eannot 
conceal from us the abundance of thy riches; there is nothing 
weak in thee, but what appears to human eyes. But what 
wilt thou do, O Lord! when that body is ſtronger and more 
capable of ſuffering, ſince at a time wherein it ought to be 
ſpared, thou treateſt it with ſo much rigour. I behold it trem- 
bling with cold, laid on the hard ground, tender and delicate 
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rity which we ſo much hate. For how often has the riſing ſun 


- cloaths been ſoaked with the rain and dew? And how many 


with exterior cares, even fo far as to forget interior things, 
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which I uſe for ſatisfying it; the more I give it, the more it 
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as it is, and yet thy providence interferes not to ſoften the ſea- 
ſon, or diminiſh its ſufferings; the B. virgin is ſo poor, that ſhe 
ſcarcely has wherewith to cover thee ; the ſtable is open to 
every wind; there is no fir to warm thee; and nothing is to 
be ſeen- in that place but an extreme poverty,- and a general 
privation of all manner of conveniencies. 


II. Thou leaveſt not thy work imperfect, O divine Saviour! 
after having commenced thy life by ſuffering, thou continuelt 
and finiſheſt it in the ſame manner. Thou always lovedſt auſte- 


found thee with eyes livid, and countenance pale, through the 
coldneſs of the night? How many times have thy hair and 


times has thy moſt pure body been bathed with ſweat in thy 
labours and journies ? Thou kneweſt, in creating the world, 
and diſpoſing the ſeaſons, that thou ſhouldſt one day feel the 
rigour of winter, the heat of ſummer, and the inconvenience 
of the winds; thou waſt pleaſed, as one may ſay, very ſoon 
to enjoy thy work, by ſuffering at the moment of thy birth, 
the rigour of a very cold night; and thou haſt expreſſed for 
thoſe ſufferings which thou preparedſt for thyſelf, the ſame 
taſte and eagerneſs which worldly men have for enjoying the 
gardens and houſes which they have built. 


III. O charitable father of our ſouls ! O maſter of the pure 
and eternal truth! O faithful companion of poor ſinners | 
how remote art thou from thoſe who perform nothing of what 
they command others ! thou ſpeakeſt not as yet, and thy works 
already ſpeak for thee. Thou ſeeſt I ſpend my time in flatter: 
ing this miſerable body of mine, that I am wholly taken up 


that I obey the deſires of the fleſh even with the danger of 
lofing thee, and that I live in the arms of ſo formidable an 
enemy, without refuſing it any thing of what it deſires. I know 
by my own experience how unproftable all the endeavours are 


requires of me; the more I ſpare it, the more untractable it 
is; and in order to recompenſe me for my complacency to it, 
it ſeparates me from thee, O my ſovereign felicity ! it abaſes 
my ſoul to every thing that is maſt groſs and unworthy of it; 
and it cannot ſuffer me to ſcrye thee in prejudice of its own 
pleaſu: es. | 


How 
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How many reaſons have I here to bewail and deplore my 
wn miſery ! thou ſeeſt the depth of it, O Lord | have mercy 
n me, and chaſtiſe me not in thy wrath; thou alone knoweſt 
my interior ſtate, and the evils which the ſlavery of this body 
accalions my ſoul to ſuffer. Although I ſhould weep all my 
life, there would ſtill remain a thouſand things to be wept for; 
and what pardon ſoever thy goodneſs grants me for the paſt, I 


| Wave always reaſon to tremble for the future. 
eſt | | 1 
ſte- IV. Aſſiſt me therefore, O Lord! againſt myſelf: thou 
ſun Wc noweſt what I have to fear, for having given to the care of 


ny body the time I ought to have employedin thy ſervice; and 
ow I ought to bluſh with the remiſſneſs wherewith I have 
ought thee, when thou preventedſt me with thy grace: for 


in 
hy ave I ever done as much for thee, O divine Jeſus! as world- 
rid, Wings are wont to do for their bodies? They obſerve no bounds 
the Wn the luxury of cloaths, magnificence of houſes, and fearch 


df conveniencies; they grudge no expence for removing 
very thing from them that might give them pain; they reſuſe 
othing to their carnality, whilſt the poor, the widow, the 
drphan, and thy altars, O my God! are neglected, and want 
he moſt neceflary things; and as for me when ] return to 
hee, drawn by thy grace, and when thou comeſt into my 
oul, what a reception do I give thee, what an abode do I 

Where prepare for thee ? with what purity do I receive thee 
ure herein, O infinite goodneſs ? ſo patient in bearing with me, 
rs nd fo eaſy in pardoning me. 


Although one ſingle moment of thoſe divine ſweetneſſes 
yhich thou makeſt them feel that love thee, be infinitely 
ore precious than all worldly delights, yet the. men of the 
yorld take a great deal more pains for thoſe falſe pleaſures, 
han I do for the true ones; my foul is ſo penetrated with 
orrow and confuſion for it before thee, O my God! that it is 
dnly capable of a profound filence ; have mercy on thy poor 
reature, for whom thou haſt ſo much goodneſs. I labour 


are 
re it on tinually for my body, and ſcarce do any thing for thee ; 
je it miſeries are proportioned to my wicked heart, which is 
o it, expanded for evil, as it is ſmall and contracted for good: 
aſe ut the greatneſs of thine, O Lord! appears in ſuffering for 


ne, in loving and pardoning me, in taking no notice of my 
ins, and in accommodating thyſelf to my weakneſs : for 
hou obligeſt me not to do every thing thou doſt ; thou per- 
nitteſt me to take a moderate care of my body, and only re- 
;uireſt me to love thee. 

V. O when, 
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thyſelf, fince they are profitably employed on nothing but 


.moſt, the cold occafioned thee by the ſeaſon, or that 
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V. O when will the time come when the ardour of my lou 
ſhalt ſupply the languor of my body, O divine love! that 
canſt do all things, make thyſeif the maſter of my heart, 
and work thy wonders therein. Give me, O Lord! an abſo- 
lute empirè over my body; and if T cannot ſuffer ſo much in 
my fleſh as thou ſuffereſt in thine, infpire me with ſo inſatiable 
a hunger after juſtice, that I may at leaſt have the deſite 
of doing much for thee, whilſt thou doſt much for me, 
Take from me all ſuperfluity, and teach me to give this ene- 
my only what is neceſſary : turn all my thoughts towards 


thee : take thou care of what concerns me, that there may no 
further care remain to me than that of loving and pleafing 
thee. What can I defire beſides thee, O my ſovereign good! 
and what ſhall be wanting -to me if I am happy enough to 
poſſeſs thee ? O loſt years | O life iN employed as that which 
] have ſpent at a diſtance from thee ! Thou art the only 
repoſe of my ſoul, the true remedy of my evils, and my ſure 
remedy in all my pains; why then art thou not ſufficient for 
me ? Open this heart, ſound the depth of its corruption, and 
heal its inveterate wounds; for in fine, O Lord! ſuch as I am, 
I am thine; and fince I am already thine by juſtice, make 
me alſo ſuch by love. | 


VI. But permit me to aſk thee here which torments thee 


which thou beholdeſt in my ſoul ? Every thing ſpeaks in thee, 
O Lord! teach me to hear and obey thee. I plainly perceive 
that thou endureſt the rigours of winter for expiating my de 
licacies, and that thou endureſt them joyfully to pierce thi 
tepid heart with the darts of thy charity. Alas what will 
become of me, O infinite mercy ! I do not remember to have 
ſpent ſo much as one hour of my life in the fervour of thy 
iove. Thou ſuffereſt cold and heat, as # traveller does who 
hopes to refreſh himſelf when he is arrived at his own home 
and when thou comeſt into my heart, to repoſe therein as ii 
thy own houſe, thou wouldit gladly find in it affection 
ſwectneſs, and peace. O that I always received thee with! 
pure love | that I ſhould never reject thee by my tepidity ! 


Thou doſt nothing, O my God ! but what thou doſt for me; 
thou halt created me for thyſelf, and haſt given me a hear 
which cannot find its repoſe in any thing but thee ; thou wil 
be the centre of my defires, and it ſeems thou haſt put me il 
his place of baniſhment only io make me figh after = 

; 0 
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at ſinee thou ordaineſt me to ſupport the fatigues of this life, 
view of the end whereat I am to arrive; permit me not, 
- 2 traveller paſſing over a dry and barren country, to ſtay 
the way. Ah Lord! thou preventeſt my deſires; I already 
el thy preſenee, and find thee within me; comfort therefore 
y dejected ſoul, fortify it, and tell it thyſelf that thou art 
5 ſalvation and ſovereign happineſs. 


If I ſeek thee at anytime without finding thee, and if thou 
layeſt to come to me; it is that I may defire thee more 
rdently, and have a better reliſh of the ſweetneſs of thy pre- 
nce afterwards : for thou wilt eſtabliſh in me, thy abode, thy 
poſe, and thy delight. If thou findeſt my heart frozen 
gainſt thee, or poſſeſſed with another love, thou art deeply - 
pncerned thereat : but when the place is vacant, or ready to 
xceive thee, thou thinkeſt thyſelf well recompenſed for all 
y ſufferings. How many times haſt thou knocked at the 
bor of this heart, and I have not opened it to thee, O eternal 
forfWeauty | How many times have I baniſhed thee from thence. 
ina ter having received thee. How many times have I choſe ra- 
er to loſe myſelf, than to poſſeſs thee * Why do I live, O m 
50d! if I live not for thee? Put an end to my miſery, 0 
ord ! and fince, in ſpite of all my repulſes, thou till trieſt to 
nter into my ſoul, grant that thou mayeſt be received therein, 
nd never depart from thence. 


VII. Come, my hope and ſalvation ! drive out thoſe uſurp- 
rs who have taken poſſeſſion of thy houſe, kindle therein the 
re of thy love, ſhut it up againſt every other but thyſelf, 
nd ſuffer nothing to go into it againſt thy will. Efpecially, O 
willWord ! be diffident of me; for thou knoweſt that in thy pre- 
anne, I am always rich in promiſes and deſires; and that out 
thy fit 1 become remiſs in thy love, and flow to execute what 
who have promiſed thee. Do thy work, O Lord! in ſpite of my 


me Neſiſtance; for I can have no good but what comes from 
is ieee. Let not the deſigns of thy goodneſs be traverſed by my 
tion alice; re-eſtabliſh what is deſtroyed, reſtore me what I have 
ith it, glorify thyſelf in thy creature, reign in thy own kingdom, 


wellin thy own houſe, and never permit me to be ſeparated 
om thee, who art my God and ſovereign felicity. 


VIII. Thou did condemn Adam to eat his bread in the 


eat of his brow, and often to gather nothing but thorns, 
ae here he had ſown good grain, and thou, O my God! who art 
thee new Adam, our true father, and who haſt no ſweeter food 


than 
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than the love of our hearts, although thou kneweſt - thej 
would produce thee thorns, yet thou haſt not - ceaſed to ſoy 
the ſeeds of eternal bleſſings therein. Thereby, thou haſt u 
dergone the puniſhment of our firſt father, with this difference 
that he. ſuffered for his own fin, and thou ſufferedſt f 
Mine. | $44 | 


But, O Lord ! what advantage canſt thou draw from oy 
love? Pardon me, O my God! I defire perhaps to know tc 
much, and it is enough for me to be aſſured that thou defir 
to be loved. If thou requireſt nothing elſe from me, Why. 
I not love thee ? Thou beſtoweſt a great favour on me by lo 
ing me, thou granteſt me a great one by deſiring me to loj 
thee; and I know not which of the two is the moſt advantag 
ous for me. O love! that loveſt ſo tenderly, and forgette 
nothing for making thyſelf be loved, what hinders thee fro 
accompliſhing what thou defireſt ? How can I love thee wil 
out thee? Thou commandeit me to love thee, give me wh 
thou commandeſt me, and command me what thou pleaſe 
Burn the briars and thorns which choak in my-ſoul the got 
grain thou ſoweſt therein; open this earthly heart, plant th 
divine love in it, warm its tepidity, and poſſeſs it entirely; h 
open thy treaſures at the ſame time, O eternal love ! for the 
canſt do whatever thou wilt. | 
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O mother of God! moſt pure abode of the word incarnati 
you who have received him within yourſelf after ſo gracious 
manner, obtain of him for me what he requires of me, fin 
you know there is no ſalvation for me but in him alon 
Bleſſed ſpirits, citizens of the heavenly Jeruſalem, moſt pu 
hearts wherein God repoſes for ever, remember that you we 
once. as we are now travellers on earth, caſt your eyt 
upon the dangers to which we are expoſed, and beſeech ti 
Lord that I may one day become his abode for all eternit 
Amen. | 
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VII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His Circumciſion. 


HRIST was pleaſed, ſoon after his birth, to begin the 
ſhedding of his blood; and to give us, as one may ſay, 
e firſt-fruits of that which he was to ſpill in abundance for 
r remedy. Therefore on the eighth day of his Itfe, accord- 
g to the command which God had given of old to Abraham, 
> ſubmitted himſelf to that law whereof he was the author, 
ough he had ſeveral reaſons for diſpenſing himſelf therefrom. 
pr, in the firſt place, it had been eſtabliſhed as a public pro- 
tation of the faith of the Meſias, whom the Hraelites 
pected. Now Chriſt being himſelf this promiſed and ex- 
ted Meſſias, he could not expect another, nor confequently 

obliged to ſhew by circumcihon the faith and hope he had 
him. | | W 2 


Secondly, it was the mark of the covenant which God had 
ade with Abraham, whereby he had engaged himſelf to 
knowledge //aac's poſterity for his people, and they were to 
ve no other God but the God of Abraham and [faac ; the 
her nations having been rejected becauſe of their idolatry. 
t Chriſt that good ſhepherd, being come to reunite. all the 
tions of the world without diſtinction in one and the ſame 
d, and to ſave all men who ſhould live and die in his faith 
d love, necded not to bear the character of a contract 
ich he was to change afterwards, in order to extend it to all 
tions. | 


Thirdly, the circumciſion of the body obliged the //raelites 
cut off the hardneſs of their hearts, and all affections con- 
ary to the love and law of God. But Chriſt being of an 
finite purity, and coming to purify the world, had nothing 
cut off in himſelf, ſo that command regarded not him. 


Fourthly, as it was a ſacrament of the old law, whereby, 
making profeſſion of believing and hoping in the Meffias 
o was to come, they were delivered from original fin; fo 
at ſacrament ſuppoſed the fin whereof it was the remedy : 
t our Saviour, being the author of grace, the remiſſion of 
3, the lamb of God who takes away the fins of the world. 


and 
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in doing great things, than in abafing himfelf to little on 


and he takes the remedy of an evil which he has not, to tea 
is always contemptible in the fight of God. 


' Chriſt for having borne the pain and character of a finner, 


with finners, the H. Ghoſt who appeared upon him in 
' heard, and St. John who baptiſed him, declared that he 
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and conſequently impeccable both as God and as man, \ 
no leſs exempt from the obligation of bearing that charady 
of a finner, than he was remote from all fin; and it was; 
extreme humility in him, to vouchſafe to ſubje& himſelf to 
law, eſtabliſhed for healing an evil ſo incompatible with hi 
ſanctity. | 


II. The divine love, which finds no obſtacle invincib 
was pleaſed to ſhew the greatneſs of its power, by ſubmitti 
God himfelf to a law ſo unworthy of his majeſty. God is 
great that he cannot increaſe ; and his greatneſs appears 


Therefore Chriſt has teſtified a greater love to us by ſubjecti 
himſelf to our miſeries, and to the humbling actions of « 
humanity, than by working the wonders of his power. Th 
ought to confound a certain kind of pride ſo common ama 
the children of the age, who are not afraid of committ 
moſt grievous fins in the fight of God, and fear to pass 
ſinners before men. Hence it comes, as St. Bernard fa 
(Serm. I. de circum.) that they have no ſhame for the evils 
their ſoul, but have it for the remedy which can cure the 
Chriſt defiring to deſtroy in us, by his example, this un 
fonable and unjuſt inclination, obſerves a quite contrary ei 
duct: for though there is nothing in him but truth, purity, a 
ſanctity; yet he conceak all theſe perfeftions under 
appearance of fm: he is circumciſed, as if he was. a ſinm 


us that he eannot be confounded, who paſſes for a ſinner, 
is not ſo; but that he who is a ſinner, and appears nat ſut 


III. It appears that we owe a particular acknowledgment 


his, circumcjſhon ; for in the other myſteries of his life ; 
death there always ſhone thro” the appearance of fin, fol 
ray of the majeſty which was hidden in him. When he 
bora weeping and ſhivering with cold, like the other child 
of Adam, the angels, the ſhepherds, and the wiſe men came 
adore him. When he was preſented in the temple as a finn 
the holy old man Simeon and Anna the propheteſs, publilt 
his divinity. When he was pleaſed to be baptiſed in Ja 


form of a dove, the voice of the eternal father which 


the ſon of God. When he ſuffered himſelf to be tempted 


, 
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e deſert, the angels came to ſerve him as their Lord and 
naſter. And when he was awakened and oppreſſed with fa- 
gues, his miracles manifeſted his power. 


When he permitted himſelf to be ſeized in the garden of 
Mives, he by one word overthrew thoſe that were come to 
zke him. When he was faſtened to the croſs between two 
ieves, the ſun which was darkened, the earth which quaked, 


tue loud cry which he himſelf ſent forth at his expiting, the 
luenturion who confeſſed him, and the veil of the temple 
s 18 hich was rent, gave all ſo clear a teſtimony of his divinity, 
a at even thoſe who had crucified him returned from thence 


riking their breaſts, and acknowledging that he was truly the 
pn of God. And ſo in all the occaſions wherein he had 
ppeared as a finner, there was always ſomething that diſco- 
ered his divinity. | 


* There is only his circumciſion wherein he ſeems to have 
W "50 himſelf. There appears in it neither angels, nor 
he iracles, which can diſcover what he is; becauſe he was 


leaſed at that time to taſte in its whole extent the pleaſure he 
ad in ſeeing himſelf like us, and to oblige us thereby to 
ecome like him; and though he afterwards endured greater 
ains, yet this ought not to be leſs precious to us, fince he 
bjected himſelf thereto for love of us, fo far as entirely ta 
orget his own greatneſs. ' 


IV. Though circumcifion had had no other pain than that 
f the fleſh, Chriſt would have ſubmitted himſelf thereto for 
at only reaſon: for he came into the world with fo great a 
eſire of ſuffering, that it was not eafy for him to moderate 
imſelf, nor to confine himſelf to ſuffer only what other 
hildren ſuffer. Nevertheleſs that pain muſt have been very 
enſible, becauſe circumcifion was made with a knife of fone, 
ccording as Ady/es's wife had practifed it in regard of her 
hildren, and as God had commanded it to u for all the 
dcople, before they ſhould enter into the land of promiſe. 
ommon children ſuffered it without knowledge, which 
iminiſhed their ſenſe of it; but Chriſt, who bad at that 
ime his perfect reaſon, felt in a lively manner the pain 
f that wound, and ſhed that little blood with the ſame love, 
hich made him pour it out upon the croſs even to the laſt drop. 


V. God had ordained in the old law, that the firft-fruits of 
he product of the earth ſhould be offered him : and becauſe 
bs 


3 +». 


ſalvation, and expreſſing his love to us. | 
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his ſon was to be born in ſo great a poverty, that he ſhoulf 
have nothing of his own, not even a place where to lay hi 
head, the eternal father required the firſt-fruits of the blood d 
that well-beloved ſon ; cur Saviour ſubmitted himſelf joyfully 
thereto, and nothing could hinder him from ſuffering for us i 
fo tender an age: for on the eighth day of his life he gave ig 
the firſt drops of his blood, which was all entirely to be ſhe 
upon the croſs, and to flow alfo after his death by the opening 
of his fide. 77 ; 


Behold what Chriſt has done for thoſe who pafs their tu! 
years in ignorance, their youth in diſorder, /and the reſt 
their life in a ſhameful attachment to their bodies. O what 
great ſubjects. of confuſion would a man, enlightened by th 
divine light, diſcover here, for having ſo ill requited Jeſu 
Chriſt, who ſpent no day of his life without labouring for ou 


VI. It is not without reaſon that our Saviour was pleaſe 
our ſalvation ſhould coſt him ſo dear: his defign was to makt 
us comprehend how much more he eſteemed us than even 
thing elſe which he had created. The creation of man col 
him no more than that of an emmet ; he made all things by 


the ſole motion of his will, without care or labour; and Wal 

would have been but little concerned at the loſs of otheliil** 
creatures: therefore, if he has done and ſuffered ſo much f 
preventing that of man, it was that we might be ſenfible hoy v 
much he loved us; and that if our creation was ſo eaſy to. him 

our redemption coſt him infinitely dear. Tis for this reaſo E 


that St. Paul affirms we are obliged to ſacrifice our bodies and 
fouls to his ſervice, becauſe we have been bought with à grei 
price, (1 Cor. vi. 20.) It is true he could, if he had pleaſed 
have redeemed us for leſs: but what was ſufhcient for o 
ſalvation, was not ſufficient for his love; and nothing leſs wal 
requiſite for ſatisfying this, than a laborious life finiſhed by tht 
death of the croſs. 


St. Cyprian adds, that God was not willing to redeem us ati 
ſmall expence, leſt the facility of the remedy might augment 
our liberty of ſinning: for we are ſo inclined to evil, that i 
Chriſt had ſuffered leſs for delivering us from thence, we 
ſhould not have ſufficiently comprehended the danger which 
fin draws us into; and if after every thing our Saviour ha 
endured, we.ſtill fin with fo great a facility, what ſhould we 
have done if he had not thewn us, by the PO 0 his 

| abour 


Ky 
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bours and ſufferings, how much he hated fin ? Let every one 
\erefore examine what the diſpoſition of his heart is, in regard 
ſo many diſorders committed without ſhame or caution, | 
pnfidering at the ſame time that our Saviour did not ſpare his 
\fancy, and that a death full of ſorrows and reproaches was 
-cefſary for ſatisfying his deſire of our ſalvation. | 


VII. Children had their names given them in circumciſion : 
r this reaſon Chriſt was pleaſed that his holy name, which 
nifies a Saviour, ſhould be written, as one may fay, upon 
is fleſh,- with that very blood which he was one day ta:thed 
r our ſalvation. St. Bernard affirms, in conformity ta the 
ply ſcripture, that this name was not given him then for the 
ſt time, but that he had brought it with him from heaven, 
id it was only declared in eircumeiſion; becauſe Chriſt being 
ſentially the ſalvation of the world, he was to bring at his 
rth a name conformable to what he was. Men commonly 
ar names which agree not with them, ſince they are not 
ly what thoſe names fignify. The names of riches, trea- 
re, majeſty, greatneſs, and excellency cannot ſuit thoſe 
whom they are given, becauſe they have not really thoſe 
alities : but Chriſt is the true ſalvation of our ſouls, he has 
his own nature every thing that the name of Jeſus ſignifies, - 
d was pleaſed that this name ſhould be publiſhed on the 
| day of his ſhedding that precious liquor, which was to be 
e cure of all our wounds. 


VIII. The prophet Iſaiah (viii. 8. ix. 6.) had given him the 
mes, Haſty to take away the ſpoils, Emmanuel, Admirable, Caunſel- 
„Cad, Strong, Father of the world to come, Prince of Peace, and 
eral others which are included in the name of Jeſus, and 
e only explanations of it. For in order to be truly a Saviour, 
ought to be earneſt in drawing ſouls from the power of the 
vil, from the tyranny of fin, and from the darkneſs of blind- 
ſs; he ought to be a God converſing with men, the maſter 
Id author of an admirable doctrine for diſhpating all our 
rors; he ought to make peace betwixt heaven and earth, to 
the father of eternal life, to open the gates of heaven, and 
reign with the elect in all future ages. 


* f IX. The Son of God has expreſſed much more love to us, by 
hic ding this name, than we can imagine. God was pleaſed of 
=_ 0 be called the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, his faith- 


: frierids, that he might honour them thereby, and in them 
K hi their poſterity : but the Son of God feeing.he had ſcarce 


20ur any 
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any friends left in the world, took his name from his o- 
enemies, whom he deſigned to gain to his friendſhip; and ie 
the ſame manner as God honoured fome of his ſervants, | 
joining their name to his, our Lord was pleaſed alfo to honoy 
all men; and to regard them as his friends, how great finne 
ſoever they were, by cauſing himfelf to be called the 
Saviour. 


Mofjes can no longer glory in being the only friend of G0 
becauſe he beheld him face to face; nor all the patriarch 
becauſe they treated familiarly with him; God has grante 
us a much greater favour, when he vouchſafed to cloath 
himſelf with our nature, to live as a ſinner amongſt us, to di 
between two ſinners, and to be called our Saviour in heave 
and on earth. His name is thereby become terrible to he 
glorious in the world, adorable in heaven, ſweet to the juf 
ſalutary to ſinners, our ſafety in dangers, our reſt in labour 
our help in need, our hope in this pligrimage, our ſupport i 


fear, our comfort in ſadneſs, the ſource of all our bleſſing 1 
and the remedy of all our evils. do 
nit 

mi 

- — ] 

bor 

; tho 
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On Chriſt in his Circumciſion. p 


OW is the moment, O divine 22 wherein thou art 
going to begin to ſatisfy the defire thou burneſt with « 
ſhedding thy blood for finners. Make me enter into that fur 
nace of love, that I may behold therein the fire which cot 
ſumes thee, and the earneſtneſs wherewith thou expectel 
thoſe firſt pains which thou art to ſuffer for us. I owe thee n 


leſs, O Lord! for the love and joy thy heart feels on that a * 
count, than for the puniſhment thou endureſt, and the prob 
I receive from thence. Where can we find, O my God! a lon. ” 
like thine? O that my heart was going to thee, as thou at _ 
coming to me! But, alas! I have delayed my converſion il. 
long, I am always remiſs in thy ſervice; and eight days a}. 
pear ſo many years to thee through impatience of ſuffering ol, > 


me 
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me, and of giving me the firſt- fruits of thy blood. Here thou 
i employeſt neither violence, law, nor threats, for bringing me 
do thee; and though the law of circumethon binds not 

au thee, yet thou ſubmitteſt to it, becauſe it is a law of ſuffering, 

that thou mayeſt ſhew me that law of love, which renders 
the victim of finners. | 


II. Break thou with love, O my heart! for a God ſo full of 
goodneſs; be thou opened and dilated, that I may receive him. 
Thou findeſt nothing difficult, O my God! when thou art to 
expreſs thy love to me; the tenderneſs of thy age, the great- 
neſs of thy majeſty, and the ſeverity of a law which was not 
made for thee, prevent thee not from doing it. The greater, 
more independent, and abſolute thou art in thyſelf, the 
more amiable thou appeareſt to me in humbling thyfelf for 
me. Thy love is the only law thou followeſt; thou doſt every 
thing, becauſe thou loveſt; and thou ſuffereſt, becauſe thou 
loveſt. But, Lord | who is he whom thou loveſt ? Thou ſeeſt 
nothing in me that is worthy of thy love, unleſs my fins draw 
down thy compaſſion, and give thee reaſon to ſhew the inft- 
nite treaſures of thy mercy towards the greatneſs of my 
miſery. 


III. It was not enough for thy love to become man, to be 
born an infant, poor, weeping, and ſubject to our miſeries; 
thou wouldſt alſo appear a finner, and receive in thy moſt 
pure fleſh the remedy of fin, though fin be ſo remote from thee, 
that if thou wert capable of finning, thou wouldſt not be what 
thou art. 


But if thou haſt ſuch an abhorrence of fin, how canſt thou 
onſent to paſs for a ſinner? It is the deformity of fin whieh 
renders hell ſo dreadful; it is the ſtain which it makes in our 
ſouls that cauſes us to loſe heaven, and renders us the objects of 
hy hatred. Whence comes it then, O my God! that being 
olineſs itſelf thou ſuffereſt, and ſeekeſt the form of a ſinner, 
not only by being born in the fleſh of Adam, the firſt of all ſin- 
ers; but alſo by ſubmitting thyſelf to a remedy which thou 
rdaineſt only for the expiation of fins? Thou wouldſt be eir- 
umciſed, though thou inſtitutedſt that ſacrament only that 
nners in receiving it might declare their faith in thee, and 
bbtain by that acknowledgment the remiſhon of original ſin. 
twas thy will that their proteſtation ſhould be made by ſhed- 
11z of blood, becauſe thou hadſt not yet ſhed thine. But 
=. O infnite purity! who art the true Meſſias, by the 

Fei . 8 faith 
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faith and love of whom we are ſaved; who art thyſelf the 
ſalvation of finners, what need hadſt thou of the remedy of 
fin? I love thee, O infinite love! I adore thee, O immenſe 
goodneſs! and I bleſs the incomprehenſible defigns of thy eter: 
nal wiſdom. | 


IV. Thou hateſt fin, but loveſt the ſinner ; and thou vouch- 
ſafeſt to ſuffer his puniſhment, though thou haſt no ſhare in 
his fault. Thou haſt taken my ſins upon thyſelf, that thou 
mighteſt incur the chaſtiſement which I deſerved, and thou 
haſt more regard therein to my remedy than to thy own glory. 
Thou art ſo high, O my God! that no evil can reach thee ; ſo 
pure, that fin cannot defile thee; and fo holy, that the figure 
of fin cannot hurt thee ; but though it be infinitely diſtant 
from thee, yet nevertheleſs thou haſt taken it upon thee. 
What haſt thou found in me, O infinite love! to love me t 
that degree? As thou haſt done all things of thyſelf, tis of thyſelf 
alſo that thou loveſt with ſo much excels: it is for thy owt 
ſatisfaction that thou deſcendeſt to what is moſt abject and 
humbling : thou wilt appear what thou canſt not be, that 
beholding thee become like me by love, I may comprehend 
what thou art and how much I ought to love thee. 


V. O God of love ! who penetrateſt the bottom of my foul 
how many labours didſt thou ſuffer for enlightening ſuch pro 
tound darkneſs, for humbling ſuch a fooliſh pride, and fa 
making me return into the good way? When I ſee thee f 
great on one hand, and humbled on the other, even to m 
low condition; then it is I comprehend that neither lefs power 
ſanctity, nor love, were neceflary for raiſing me up and heal 
ing me. Enlighten my eyes, that I may behold myfelf in the: 
O mirror of divine goodneſs ! that in ſeeing thee I may hum: 
ble myſelf, in humbling myſelf I may pleaſe thee, and it 
pleafing thee I may obtain a new light, which may difcove 
to me that my happineſs conſiſts in being wholly poſſeſt wil 
thee, as thou art wholly ſacrificed for me. 


If it be a great mark of love in thee to be willing to appeal 

a ſinner, though thou canſt not be one; is it not an inſuppori 
ble pride in me to be willing to be a finner, and to be unwilln! 
to appear ſuch; to love my wounds, and to be aſhamed « 
their cure; to be deſtitute of every virtue, and to wiſh tha 
ople would think me virtuous? Deſtroy in me, O Lord! a 
theſe contradictions. I cannot deny but fin is ſhameful, fin 
I bluſh to appear a finner; and yet I am as earneſt il 
| | com 
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© Wl committing it as if it was honourable. I am aſhamed to be 
| puniſhed leſt I ſhould paſs for a wicked perſon; and I am ſa- 
e tified with myſelt when, by offending thee, I accompliſh my 
own will. I am ready to recover with my blood the honour 
people deprive me of, when they ſay of me what I really am; 
and my greateſt care is to be in effect, what I cannot bear to 
be called by others. O ſtrange blindneſs! O deplorable diſ- 
order ! I love the evil which deſtroys me, and I hate the ac- 
knowledgment of it which would heal me. I give way to the 
Jove of fin, that I may taſte the pleaſure of it; and I feel the 
hatred thereof only becauſe I fear its remedy. There is as 
much evil in hating fin thus as in loving it: for I love it in 
order to commit it always, and I hate it in order to love it 
onger. | 


VI. This diſorder produces another, which is no leſs un- 


ſelſ eaſonable. I believe with a firm faith that thou art my ſo- 
Wcreign Lord, and that thou beholdeſt me. I know by expe- 
* ence that men who ſee me are weak and miſerable. I am 


perſuaded that I may be condemned to an eternal puniſh- 
ment by thy ever equitable judgment, and that the judgment 
pf men, how unjuſt ſoever it may be, cannot hurt me but for 
| ſhort time. I know that I am truly what Jam in thy fight, 
ound not what I appear to the eyes of men. I know alſo that 
proßg cannot, with all my diſguiſe, make myſelf better than am : 
dend with all theſe knowledges I bluſh not, O my God ! to be in 


* hy fight what I am; and ſeck to appear before men what I 
4. m not, againſt the very teſtimogy of my own conſci- 
"W | | 


nce. 


the cannot however conceal from myſelfthe corruption of my 
Wn heart, though I] let others ſee nothing but a plain and 
egular exterior: I affect ways full of chaſtity, and am full of 
mpure defires; I defire to be thought humble and modeſt, 
'hilſt a ſecret pride rules over me; I hide under the maſk of a 
oly and difintercſted zeal, an unmeaſurable ambition; in 
ne I cover my vices with the appearance of virtues ; and all 
| | = wounds are ſo much the more incurable as they ſeem to 
e healed. 


I ſpeak not here of that deplorable time, when I was aban- 
oned to vice and my irregular inclinations, ſo far as to 
ave no longer any ſhame of fin, and to make a jeſt of thoſe 
ho quitted it; when I gloried in my miſeries, and prided in 
jy infamy : I was deaf to the truth which condemned my 
an | G 2 deluſions, 
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delufions, rebellious to the light which illuminated my blind- 
neſs, and without fear or reſpect for every thing that could 
retain me in my duty. If I was at any time obliged in quality 
of a chriſtian, to have recourſe to ſacred remedies, I did not 
pluck up the root of evil from my heart, I left the principles 
of perdition therein, and was fo miferable that I loved the earth 
better than the ſalvation of my own ſoul. 


VII. O divine patience! who knoweſt all the miſeries ! 
confeſs before thee, who haſt them preſent when thou ſuffereſt 
for me, and who already prepareſt thyſelf to bear with me, to 


| 
| 
| 
expect me, and to receive me: it would ſeem thou deſpaireſt 
of ever ſeeing me conſent to the cure of my evils; and le: 
they ſhould occaſion my death, thou takeſt already the rem 
dy of them, What love, what acknowledgment do I not owe | 
thee ? Let my ſoul! O Lord! be abforbed in the ocean of thi + 
mercies: but how ſhall I do, fince it is already plunged in th 
abyſs of its miſeries? Nothing ſtrikes thy ears more quickly 4; 
than the voice of my fins : moved by ſuch cries, thou formerly þ 
deſtroyedſt whole towns and nations, and didſt precipitate mili : 
ons of finners into hell; but now, O my God] thou delivereſ 
us, thou takeſt upon thee the puniſhment. we have deſerved 
thou lookeſt upon us with goodneſs, thou pardoneſt us witli x 
mercy, thou helpeſt us with love, and thou uniteſt us to thi 1; 
ſelf ſo far as to be cloathed with our nature, that we might M ot 
faved by thy merits. | hi 
c 
Is it poſſible, O divine Jeſus! that thou art puniſhed for me je 
and that I ſhould ftill remain guilty ? O paternal bowel co 
have mercy on this prodigal child. O divine purity ! clean m. 
this leper. O eternal life! raiſe up this dead body. Let v 
drop of that precious blood fall upon me, that all thy crew i; 
tures may glorify thee, in beholding in thee, by my convert m) 
on, ſo great a power concealed under ſo much weakneſs ; a an 
that they may know that notwithſtanding thou appeareſt ¶ or 
inner, thou canſt change ſinners into ſaints, and make tg ch, 
pooreſt and moſt miſerable become in thee the richeſt an 
moſt happy. Sanctify us exceedingly, O Lord! becauſe th ( 
ſuffereſt and loveſt much: Thou haſt ſaid that many fins my 


forgiven to one that loves much, Luke vii. 479. Since thereſo 
thou  ſuffereſt ſo rigorovs a puniſhment to make me feel i our 
ſweetneſs of thy love, infuſe that love ſo abundantly WM cor 
my heart, that all my ſins may be pardoned. 


VIII. N 
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VIII. No, Lord! thou wouldſt not have taken the name of Jeſus 
with ſo much pain, and in ſhedding thy blood, if thou wert deaf 
to the voice of my miſery : thou wouldſt, even before thy birth, 
have an angel declare that thou ſhouldſt be called Jeſus, 
becauſe thou waſt to forgive fins. Behold here a finner at 
thy feet, O my Saviour! If thou ſuffereſt on the eighth day 
of thy life, that thou mighteſt be able to ſuffer longer, and 
if thou already takeſt the name of Jeſus, that thou mighteſt 
labour immediately in our ſalvation, begin with me, O amia- 
ble Jeſus ! I will no longer aſk thee any thing, thou knoweſt 
the neceſfities of my ſoul, do what thou pleaſeſt, thy holy 
name is ſufficient for me, with it I will go whitherſdever 
thou wilt; I will write it upon my eyes, upon my ears, upon 
all my ſenſes, and in my heart: I ſhall thereby be formida- 
ble to hell, terrible to the devils, known to heaven, and thou 
thyſelf wilt acknowledge me by this mark. Thou wouldſt not 
be my Saviour, if I were not a finner, and I cannot be a 
finner unleſs thou art my Saviour; for what means Jeſus, 
but a Saviour ! thou art Jeſus, becauſe thou art a Saviour ; 
and thou art my Jeſus, becauſe Iam a finner. 


Sing forth, O ſmful ſoul ! the mereies of Jeſus, be no longer 
afraid of any creature, nor even of himſelf. O fing with 
love, whilſt he is in the manger, for thou ſhalt weep when he is 
on the crofs ! Speak not to him now of thy fins, only fay to 
him in finging forth the glory of his holy name, O ſweet 
Jeſus! O amiable Jefus! O divine Jeſus! O Jeſus the moſt 
beautiful of the children of men, the defire of the eternal hulls, and the 
companion of my pilgrimage! O Jeſus my father, my friend, 
my Lord, my king, and my all, repoſe thyſelf in my heart 
which ſighs after thee, and burns with thy love. Tis true it 
is the heart of a finner, but thou art my Saviour. Ah, Lord 
my ſtrength fails me, my voice is weakened in thy preſence, 
and france F cannot ſpeak, let my love ſpeak for me to thee, 
or rather ſpeak to me thyſelf O my God! and make me hear 
thy voice in filence. | | 


O mother of Jeſas! how rich are you with Fun Enrich 
my poverty with the treaſures which you poſſeſs in him. O 
Yeffed Inhabitants of heaven! O celeſtial court of our Savi- 
our, who enjoy the fruit of his labours, and whoſe felicity 
conſiſts in bzholding him, receive me into your company, 
_ I may ſee him, and poſſeſs him with you for all eternity, 
AMen, 


VIII. SUFFERING: 


„„ 


Vil. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His flight into Egypt, and Herod's perſecution. 


UR Lord Jeſus Chriſt inſtructed men for the ſpace of 
O thirty years by his example only: he concealed his 
heavenly doctrine from them during that time, becauſe he 
was to publiſh it to the world in the laſt years of his life. He 
did thus, that the evangelical truths might be more convinc- 
ing ; that thoſe which offend nature and the ſenſes, might be- 
come ſweeter to us; that the falſity of the maxims of the fleſh 
and the world might appear more clearly; and that our 
ſlothfulneſs might be more inexcuſable. For loſt man being 
unable to return into the way of falvation, but by the imita- 
tion of God his creator, whom he ſaw not; God, according 
to the obſervation of St. Auguſtin, lib. 7. de Trin. c. 3. became 
man, that man might have at the ſame time a man whom he 
could ſee, and a God whom he could follow : but becauſe 
works have much greater efficacy than words for perſuading to 
virtue, God being become man, took thirty years to practiſe 
in, and only three to preach in. It was not agreeable to the 
quality of our Saviour to be one moment without fulfilling the 
duties thereof; for that reaſon he began his work in his 
infancy, and at that time gave us examples directly oppoſite 
to the falſe maxims of the world. | 


II. The commoneſt ſource of the errors and falſe maxim 
eſtabliſhed in the world is, that men, when they begin to 
know themſelves, follow that road which they find the moſt 
beaten, and approve or condemn what is approved or con- 
demned by the multitude; they then caſt their eyes upon the 
whole ſequel of their lives; form to themſelves projects of 
honour, eſtabliſhment, eaſe, and pleaſure ; propoſe to them- 
ſelves the ſatisfying their ſenſes and paſſions, and pleaſing the 
powers of the world; and think to bring a lawful excuſe for 
this conduct, by ſaying the ſtate wherein they are engaged, i 
improper for virtue, and that they muſt live like others. 
Hence comes that tepidity in the love of God, diſguſt of re- 
ligious duties, forgetfulneſs of God, and many other vices 
wherewith their lite is filled. All theſe evils turn at laſt into 
ſuch a, habit, that they are no longer ſenſible of them; and 


this obduracy is the ſource of an infinite number of fins, and 
the 
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the foundation of reprobation. For tho' the way which leads 
to heaven be ſurrounded with a thouſand dangers of one's 
being loſt, there is none greater than to begin one's life with 
that entire negligence of falvation ; becauſe it gives room to 
our enemies, who never ſleep, to lie in wait for us, and to do 
us very great miſchiefs, before we are aware of them. 


III. Hence it is that Jeſus Chriſt, the mirror of eternal 
truth, has given us examples of virtues ſo contrary to thoſe 
firſt diforders, eyen before the age that others begin to make 
uſe of their reaſon. He was not yet two years old, when he 
left his country and the help of his relations, tho' they were 
neceſſary to him in ſo tender an age; he would be tranſported 
into a place of baniſhment, and expoſed to Herod's violence, 
who perſecuted him without knowing him. 


The entrance of the wiſe- men into Jeruſalem, enquiring 
where the new king of the Jews refided, gave occafion to that 
perſecution : for Chrift being born at Bethlehem, made choice 
of ſhepherds among the poor, and of wiſe-men among the 
rich, to have himſelf adored ; but he called the poor, who are 
leſs taken up with worldly cares, by the voice of angels; and 
the rich, who are commonly more remote from the kingdom 
of God, by viſible figns to which they were accuſtomed: for 
as the wiſe-men delighted in the ſtars, and profeſſed aſtrology, 
he ſent them a ſtar, that they might follow its motion with 
more eaſe. Thus it is that God commonly acts in regard of 
us; he accommodates himſelf to our inclinations; makes 
uſe of what he finds in us for drawing us to himſelf; and, as 
a charitable father knowing the weakneſs of his children, 
makes uſe of all things for ſaving us. | 


There appeared in the heavens a new ſtar, different from 
others by its matter, ſituation, and motion: for it was not 
formed of a celeſtial matter, but of air or fire; nor fixed in 
the firmament, but ſuſpended in the midſt of the air; and its 
motion was not from weſt to eaſt, like that of other ſtars: 
though it was much leſs, it appeared greater, becauſe it was 
nearer the earth; it was ſo beautiful and brilliant, that it 
gave an inclination of knowing what it ſignified; and Chriſt 
joining an interior light to the ſplendor of this ſtar, the wiſe- 
men comprehended that there was born a king in Judea, to 
whom divine honours were to be paid, 


IV. As 
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IV. As they had not yet penetrated far into the defigns of 


God, they began their journey without any other yiew than 


to ſeek that new king in the capital of that kingdom, where 
they expected to ſee great marks of rejoicing. Our Saviour 
permitted them to find nothing anſwerable to the idea they 
had of his temporal greatneſs, but to have ſome difficulty 
even of finding himſelf, that their enquiry making known his 
coming upon earth, men of good-will might be excited to 
ſearch after ſo great a bleffing, and others to awake from the 
deep fleep wherein they were buried. Thus the wiſe-men being 
entered into Jeruſalem, found every thing therein ſo cool and 
quiet, that the new king was not ſo much as ſpoken of, whoſe 
ſtar they ſaid they had ſcen in the eaſt. 


. Herd, who was a ftranger, reigned then in Judea, according 
to Jacob's propheſy, who had foretold that the Meſias ſhould 
come when the ſcepter went out of the houſe of Judah; and 
the people who groaned under the tyranny of that Aumean 
prince, were ſo tar from thinking on the happineſs which was 
to happen to them at that time, that they were even troubled 
tor fear leſt that new king, whoſe birth the wiſe-men publiſhed, 
might be to Judea an occaſion of war and miſery. But no 
body was ſo ſtruck as Herod with that news, and with the 
| queſtions aſked by the wiſe-men through the city of Jeruſalem, 
concerning the place where the new king was born : for he 
knew, by his commerce with the Jews, that they expected 
the Mefjias, as the author of their liberty from oppreſſion; 
and he was afraid leſt the rumour which was ſpread about 
might be the beginning of his ruin: however he diflembled 
his uneafineſs, received the wife-men with great expreſſions of 
joy, and conſulted the moft learned among the Jews con- 
cerning what the ſcriptures ſaid of the Mefias, under pretence 
of deſiring to hinder the wiſe- men from being deceived. The 
doors of the law anſwered, that according to the prophecy 
ot Micheas v. 2. the ruler of Iſrael fhould come forth ont of 
Bethlehem, but they ſuppreſſed out of fear or flattery the 
following words which proved the divinity of the Meſſias, and. 
conſequently the unproſfitableneſs of Herod's precautions; and 
his coming forth is from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 


V. Herod reſolved at that time to put Jeſus to death in the 
cradle, and by that means to prevent without noiſe, the 
misfortunes wherewith he thought himſelf threatened. He 
took great care to cover his wicked deſigns with an appearance 
of zeal and religion; and as he conhded not in the you 

| whole 
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thoſe intereſt it was to pleaſe him, he reſolved to have private 
onverſation with the wiſe- men. He interrogated them con- 
erning the manner, time, and other circumſtances of the ſtar 
xey had ſeen, and concerning the reaſons which obliged 
em to come in ſearch of that new king: he lamented that 
e was not ſo happy as to diſcover in his own kingdom what 
icy had known at to great a diſtance, deſiring them to repaſs 
y Jeruſalem in their return from Bethlehem, that they might 
part to him what they had found, and telling them that 
e would make himſelf ready, whilſt he expected them, to go 
ith his whole court and pay his homage-to ſo great a king, 
id that he would have him brought up in the royal palace of 
zu/alem, with all the ſplendor that was due to his dignity. 
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The wiſe-men departed therefore for Bethlehem, without 
pſpecting any thing of Herod's true intentions, or being 
id Wecompanied with any one either from the court or city; 
a Wcauſe that whole people was blind and negligent in the 
as Wing in the world which was moſt important to them. When 
ed Ney were gone out of the city, they ſaw the ſtar again which 
d, Neceded and conducted them at laſt to the place where Jeſus 
no Was. At the noiſe of their entrance the B. virgin took her 
he In in her arms, as it were to preſerve her treaſure, and the 
m, Wilc-men interiorly illuminated proſtrated themſelves ro the 
he ound to adore the divine majeſty, concealed under the 
ed Weakneſs of an infant, and preſented him with gold, frank- 
n; Wcenſe, and myrrh. But God againſt whoſe deſigns the 
z ut Walice of men cannot prevail, advertiſed the wiſe men in 
ed Meir fleep, not to return to Jeruſalem : they went therefore 
of io their own country by another road, full of conſolation, 
»n- d deceived the falſe prudence of Herod. - 


he I. Whillt that prince expected the wiſe-men's return, and 
cy employed in other affairs of his ſtate; by a particular 

ſpoſition of divine providence, ſeveral days were paſt, 
the ring which Chriſt was preſented in the temple, and carried 
ind. Nazareth. Not that Herod had changed his deſign; but that 
was perſuaded its execution did not require haſte, and that 
ſhould always find-occalion of ridding himſelf of that new 
ng, who could not tor a long time be of age to diſpute the 


the Pen with him. The eternal father, knowing the thoughts 
the MW that ambitious prince, ſent an angel to St. Joſeph, to 
He {W'crtiſe him in his fleep, to retire into Egypt with the mother 
nee her child, and to remain there till further orders. 


The 
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The divine revelations which happen in ſleep, are con 
monly accompanied with ſuch a light as renders the thin 
revealed as certain, as if we beheld them with our own ey 
Wherefore the patriarch Jacob having ſeen during his fleep th 
myſterious ladder whereon the angels aſcended and deſcend 
ſays with ſo much certainty at his awaking, indeed our Lord! 
in this place, how terrible is this place! Gen. xxviii. 16. A 
thus St. 7o/eph after that revelation doubted not a moment 
the divine will, but aroſe immediately, and went away 
midnight. | | 
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VII. It is eaſy to be obſerved from all we have ſaid; hi 
ſoon Chriſt begins to ſuffer the perſecution of the world; at 
to teach us that we ought to be as ſtrangers on the earth, w| 
having no fixed abode, figh continually after - the etern 
manſon of the heavenly country. The principles of 
worldly life deſtroy all the foundations and hopes of etern 
life: for this is fomnded on the moderate uſe of periſhal 
goods; we arę permitted to make uſe of them, but not to en 
them; and being wholly taken up with the term of « 
pilgrimage, we ought only to take them in our way, and 
neceſſity alone: whereas the foundation of a worldly life hö in 
be attached to what paſſes away, as if it were to endure fre 
ever, in a profound forgetfulneſs of God, and of a better Wh 
Hence it is that St. Pai gives ſuch great commendations off 
faith of the antient patriarchs Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. | 
faith, ſays he, they dwelt in the land of promiſe, as in a fim 
country, dwelling in tents for they waited for a city ha 
foundations; whoſe builder and maker is God———confefſing | 
they were pilgrims and flrangers in the land they defired 
better, that is to ſay, a heavenly one, which was ſo agreeable rle 
God, that he was not aſhamed to be called their God. Heb. xi. % 
IO, 12, 16. | | | 


VIII. Travellers are contented with little, and ſeek not b. 
thoſe places they paſs through, that abundance they wolf” . 
find in their own country. The origin of the fins of mans 
and of their attachment to the earth, is their being deſirous dit 
make their country of the place of their baniſhment, andi 
eſtabliſh themſelves here below as if they were never to dei tb 
from hence. Chriſt was pleaſed in his infancy to ſuffer es 
pain of baniſhment, the inconveniencies of a long jour e 0: 
the . i of his parents who wanted neceſſary helps ont luc, 
road, and were obliged to live by their hand labour in 


ſtrange country: although their fatigues and indigence We 
| great 
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on reatly mitigated by the preſence of ſuch a ſon, yet neverthe- 
s they were extremely painful to the body and ſenſes. 

5 | 


th IX. The powers of the world perſecute Jeſus in his infancy, 


41 far as to endeavour to deprive him of a life ſo precious and 
neceſſary to the world; and Chriſt returns them nothing but 


eekneſs: he ſuffers in filence, permits his enemies to under- 
ke againſt him whatever they pleaſe, and even conceals the 
plendor of his majeſty, that he may be capable. of ſuffering 
eir violence. He could eaſily have withdrawn into heaven 
ring the time of his hidden life, but he choſe rather to be 
zbject on earth to all the inconveniencies of a troubleſome 
aniſhment, to teach us to ſeparate ourſelves from the world; 
d to conſecrate by his preſence the deſerts of Egypt, which 
ere to be one day a retreat of ſo many ſaints. 


An 
ate 


y 


Thus it is that God draws good out of evil, and that the 
ry fins of the world become the inſtrument of thoſe graces 
hich its Saviour beſtows upon it; and yet worldlings cannot 
ffer him; they ſeek to put him to death when he com- 
ences life ; they perſecute him unto death, and when Chriſt, 
ing for them on the croſs, expreſſes his want of ſome 
freſhment in the exceſs of his pains, they preſent him only 
th gall and vinegar. Behold what the world is which we 
rve ſo carefully, and to which we ſacrifice our own ſalva- 
dn: O what ſtrange blindneſs ! | 


1 | 
- X. Chriſt ſhews us clearly by his example, that the prophet 
* had reaſon to ſay, that 2 is good for a man, when he bears 
fire eke from fis youth. In the midit of the misfortunes of the 


brid he Hall fit ſolitary, and hald his peace; becauſe he has hfted 
xi, %% above him/elf, Lam. iii. 27, 28, and deſpiſing the earth, 

has applied himſelf betimes to the contemplation of 
leſtia! goods: in this ſenſe it is that the holy ſpouſe ſays to 
r bridegroom : all fruits, the new and the old, my beloved, I have 
pt for thee, Cant. vii. 13. that is, I have given thee the firſt 
ars of my life, as well as the laſt. David alſo proteſted to 
d that he did not delay his ſervice till the weakneſs of old 
e. I will keep my ftrength for thee, O God! P/alm Iviii. 10. 
is the part of true wiſdom to fill one's life with merits, by 
fer I exerciſe of chriſtian virtues, and labours ſuffered for the 
burn e of God. Now it is very difficult for a diſorderly youth to 
on ¶ ſucceeded by a holy old age. 


e Wt XI. But 
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XI. But Chrift before he retired into Egypt, would be oſſe 
ed in the temple to his eternal father, and receive his bleffin 
This was to ſhew that we ought to offer ourſelves to God wit 
our Saviour, and confecrate ourſelves entirely to his ſerviet 

4 


| 
] 


X 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chrift”'s vocation of the wiſe-men. 


1 WILL raiſe up my hope and deſires to thee, O my Le 
and my God! the remedy of my wounds, and the light. 
my darkneſs, becauſe I find in thee whatever I can defn 
My ſoul cannot conceive the immenſe bleſſings which it m 
hope for from thee; it hopes for much, but it comprehet 
not this much it hopes for; it hopes for all, but this all 
above its thoughts; it hopes for infinite bleflings, but 
knows not the extent of them. Thou art ſtill greater th 
that much, O thou God of my ſoul ! richer than that all, a 
more incomprehenfible than that infinite. When I lift upn 
mind to thee, and defire to have thoughts worthy- of the 
I find thee without compariſon greater than all the greatnt 
and immenſity that I can imagine. I feek no longer then 
fore to comprehend how great thou art, for it is not in! 
power to do it; but I preſume to defire and hope for that ab 
of bleſſings and greatneſs which I cannot comprehend. 


It is enough for me, O Lord! to believe that however gn 
thou art, thou art mine, and that I am the ſervant and en 
ture of that boundleſs majeſty and greatneſs. - O that my litt 
neſs and nothingneſs were ſwallowed up in that abyis 
thy infinite effence! O that my blindneſs were abſorbed 
that ſplendor of the divine light! O that my ignorance W 
drowned in that ocean of eternal wiſdom; O that my des 
were plunged in that fountain of life, my tepidity in t 
fre of love, and ali that I am in what thou art, O my 
and ſovereign good! It is in thee alone that J ſhall find 
comfort of my miſeries, the light of my eyes, and the g 
don of my fins; it is by thee alone that I ſhall be purit 
healed, inſtructed, and brought unto thee. : 

II. 
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II. As thou art every where, O Lord! it was eaſy for me to 
ad thee, if my fins had not put ſo great an interval betwixt 
ee and me; but I have removed myſelf from thee on one 
and, and thou haſt departed from me on the other. Thou 
rt ſo great, ſo pure, ſo holy, and ſo high above me, that I 
all never be able to come to thee, if I am not drawn thither : 
r n one can come to thee according to thy own word, unleſs thy 
uther draws him. John vi. 44. How then ſhall I be able to 
e thee in ſuch great darkneſs, without thy light? How ſhall 
be able to love thee amidſt fo much tepidity, without the fire 
f thy love? How ſhall I be able to raiſe myſelf up to thee 
om the profound abyſs I am in, if thy power ſupports me 
ot? and what ſhall nothing be able to do about him who is 
he ſource of all being? Draw me therefore to thee, O Lord! 
nce it is for that end thou art come upon earth. 


offer 
[fin 

Wit 
ict. 


Thou beheldeſt my wandering, and thou cameſt to put me 
gain in the right road; thou ſaweſt me ready to periſh, and 
hou cameſt to ſave me, thou obſervedſt me flying from thee, 
nd thou cameſt to call me back; thou perceivedſt me inca- 
able of coming to thee without thy help, and thou cameſt 
own to ſeek me, O my Saviour! my way! my truth, and my 
fe! I am that miſerable and wicked wretch, deſtitute of all 
ood, oppreſſed with weakneſs, wholly covered with the 
ounds of fin, and chained: down by its wicked habits; and 
o compleat my miſery, I diſcover not the deplorable ſtate 1 
min, I am inſenfible of my own miſery; I remain without 
ear in the midſt of vanity and deceit, I am continually wal- 
owing in the mire wherein I am plunged, and whilſt I am 
rgetful of myſelf, thou art wholly taken up with me, O my 
zod! thou art full of love for this finful foul, and thou per- 
detually thinkeſt on the means of bringing hack this ſtrayed 
cep. 


Thou waſt no ſooner born, than thou calledſt the poor ſhep- 
erds, and ſent a ſtar into the eaſt to the wiſe- men to conduct 
hem to thee. Thou wouldſt not be one moment on earth 
rithout ſeeking us, without drawing us to thyſelf, without 
enriching us with thy bleſſings, and without us with thee ; 
either wilt thou be content till we are there for ever. 


III. Thou waiteſt net for my loving, defiring, and ſeeking 
hee firſt ; thou ſtayeſt not for my beginning to ſerve thee, and 
eriting ſome favour from thee ; thou makeſt no account of 


hat thou ſhalt find in me; and becauſe thou knoweſt thou 
malt 
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ſhalt find no good in me proceeding from myſelf, thou furniſh 
eſt me with every thing from thyſelf, by exciting me to cor 
ſent and co-operate in good for which thou giveſt me ſud 
powerful helps. Thou loveſt me out of pure goodneſs, dray: 
eſt me without violence, and only requireſt me to receinf 
thee and allow myſelf to be drawn. Now if I were not ded 
to thy voice; if I were at leaſt the ſecond in loving, ſinee 
cannot be the firſt; if I had docility enough to follow the 
fince J have not ſtrength to ſeek thee ; if I permitted thee 1 
act; ifI would not ſet myſelf againſt what thou requireſt of m 
I ſhould immediately be TT in thy aght, and ſuch 
thou wiſheſt me to be. 


Thou calledſt the . O divine light! by the bright 
neſs of a material ſtar; but at the ſame time thou excited 
them by an interior motion to ſeek thee ; and tho thou wat 
hidden under the figure of an infant, wrapped in ſwaddlin 
cloaths, and in a poor houſe, thou taughteſt them to diſcove 
thee and to adore thee as their Lord and God. It was there tha 
they loſt all earthly thoughts, elevated their defires, conk 
crated their love to thee, ſubmitted their mind and liberty: 
thy law and ſervice, and regarded thee as their treaſure ; and 
that thou beganneſt in them, as in the firſt fruits of the Ger 
tiles, to take poſſeſſion of the ſouls thou cameſt to ſeek on earth 
Thou calledſt them, O Lord! thou conductedſt them, thou 
taughteft them thy ſecrets, thou ſatisfiedſt all their deſires, an 
filledſt their hearts with joy and conſolation. 


IV. What thankſgivings ought we not to render thee, On 
God! for all the bleſſings thou beſtoweſt on us, even whe 
we are moſt unworthy of them, and think leaſt of them! 
How often have I felt my ſoul awaked by thy light, and warm 
ed with the fire of thy love ? Then I approach thee, I find thee 
but, alas! I loſe thee inſtantly after. Sometimes I hold thee 
I embrace thee, and thou eſcapeſt from me immediate) 
Often when I think myſelf agreeable to thee, I dread Ian 
rejected by thee; and in this continual change of interior di 
poſitions, I take ſometimes one road and ſometimes anothe, 
that I may meet at laſt with that which leads to thee. Bit 6 
becauſe I have but little light, I walk in darkneſs, and oftet 
go aſtray, for want of knowing the way I ought to follow; | 
defire, and know not how to defire : I love, and neither knot 
how to love, nor how to find what I love. 


Thr oft 
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Thus my ſoul loſes by degrees, the hope it had in itſelf, 
ithout ceaſing to hope in thee; and it knows by its own ex- 
-rience that it deſires much, and is unable to do any thing. 
hou ſeeſt its trouble, O Lord! and thou ſeemeſt not to take 

otice of it till that happy moment, when fatigued with fo 
Hany viciſſitudes, it falls at laſt into an entire diffidence of 
ſelf: then thou openeſt its eyes, and it begins to ſee the true 
ay to peace and life. It knows that thou waſt nearer it than 
imagined, -and how eaſy it was for it to Have found thee; 
ſces, I know not how, but without any doubt, that thou call- 
it to thee ; thou inſtructeſt it all at once, without voice or 
ords, it thinks only on what poſſeſſes it, abandoning the care 
fits body and ufing it only with contempt and ſeverity; it 
dvances continually, and finally arrives at thee, without 
erceiving its motion. It then poſſeſſes thee, and fill ſeeks 
ee; and the more it ſeeks thee, the leſs it comprehends thee. 
thou commandeſt it to enter, it obeys; and if thou requireſt 
to depart, it forſakes thee not. It ſees, without knowing 
hat it ſees; it hears, and is ignorant of what it hears; it 
nows only who he is whom it hears; and becauſe he whom 
ſees falls not under the ſenſes, and he whom it hears ſpeaks'to 
without any voice, it contents itſelf with loving him, and it 
byes him continually more and more. Wards cannot ex- 
reſs, nor the mind comprehend what love receives from thee, 
my God! even in this place of baniſhment. 


How happy is that moment, O divine Jeſus! how pure is 
at light, how ineffable is that communication of thy 
lefſings! Thou knoweſt, O Lord! how precious that gift is, 
nd thy creature that receives it, knows italſo. Ah! if it were 
ithful, if it never departed from thee, if it knew how to pre- 
tre the grace it has received, how happy would it be! and 
t that is but a drop of that infinite ocean of bleflings which 
ou art one day to communicate to it. 


V. O foul of my ſoul ! what is my ſoul, and what good can 
have, when it poſſeſſes not thee? O life of my lite ! what 
mylife, when I live not in thee? Is it poſſible that my heart is 
* ipable of poſſeſſing thee, of enjoying thee all alone, of ęx- 
nding and dilating itſelf as much as it pleaſes in thee, and 

lat it can nevertheleſs be fo full of miſeries out of thee ? 
noo” thy creature elevate itſelf thus above itſelf, to repoſe in 
y arms, and after that depart from thce, bury itſelf in the 

th, and forget the bleſſings which thou communicateſt to 
loſe that love thee? O divine love ! who can{it and wilt im- 
: part 
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part the merits of thy ſuffering to all men, thou placeſt th 
ſelf in ſo many different ſtates only to accommodate thyſy 
to their different taſtes; can one approach to thee with 
being inflamed ? who can hinder thee from doing what thy 
pleaſeſt, or oppoſe what thou doſt? | 


Fill every place therefore with ſtars, O Lord! if they à 
neceflary to us for finding thee? Send thy angels througha 
the world, if we itand in need of them for coming to thee 
but rather, come thyſelf, O divine Jeſus! into our earth] 
hearts; ſhew thy light to our blind ſpirits, diſcover to oz 
wandering fouls the beauty of thy countenance ; give vent! 
that fire with which thou art conſumed, that its ſparks may | 
every where, and that we may be kindled therewith. Of wh 
uſe is free-will to me which thou haſt given me,'if I emph 
it not in loving thee ? Ah! Lord, I know not what I ought! 
ſay to thee: but hear the voice of thy love and of my miſey 
live always in me, and let me hve perpetually in thee and! 
thee, as I live only by thee. 
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VI. Unhappy is that finful ſoul that has ſeen thy light, ar 
plunges itfelf again into its own darkneſs; that has feltt 
heat of thy love, and reſumes its former coldneſs; that! 
received the pardon of its fins, and commits new -ones; th 
has been prevented with the bleftings of thy ſweetneſs, at 
the attractives of thy beauty, and falls back again into a f 
getfulneſs of its ſovereign good, finks into the mire, / at 
returns to its vomit! O divine beauty! that beareſt with the 
horrible ingratitudes, that expecteſt me, calleſt me, and | 
preventeſt me: I deplore before thee, in the bitterneſs of n 
foul, all thoſe fatal relapſes which I feel myſelf guilty of. 


It is with juſtice that thou delivereſt me up to my enemit 
vices, and paſſions; and that thou permitteſt me to | 
puniſhed and confounded by every thing that has ſeparated 
from thee; ſince after having been introduced into the cell 
of thy delicious wines, I have ſought to quench my thirſt ini 
muddy waters of creatures. I was unwilling to remain int 
houſe, and by a juſt judgment, I am now obliged to beg! 
ſtrange houſes, where I find nothing that can ſatisfy ti 
hunger I endure. Since I have fled from thy ſweet embra 
O thou ſpouſe of my ſoul! it is but juſt that I ſhould be un 
the feet of my cruelleſt enemies: ſince J have been faithle{! 
preſerving what thon gaveſt me, thou juſtly refuſeſt me wh 
I beg of thee: I cry, and thou heareſt me not; I call the 
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and thou anſwereſt me not. Nevertheleſs, O Lord! in ſpite 
of all my perfidy, thou art always my faithful friend, and the 
good ſhepherd of this wandering ſheep : for thou haſt not 
yet precipitated me into hell, nor abandoned me to the rage of 
devils; thou haſt not condemned me to be eternally ſeparated 
from thee, neither haſt thou quite forſaken me; mayeſt thou 
therefore be blefled for ever. | me: | 


I aſk thee not for thoſe ſingular favours thou granteſt to thy 
faithful ſervants; I only beſeech thee, O my God ! nat to 
turn me out of thy houſe, but to receive me ſtill into the num- 
ber of thy domeſtics, and to give me rather for conſtant food 


it only my tears, till I am as pure as thou deſireſt me to be, till 
ny interior eyes, diſengaged from that thick cloud which ob- 
* ſeures them, begin to behold again the ſerenity of thy coun- 
e enance, and till thou ſayeſt affectionately to my foul, I am 


ky ſalvation, thy ſtrength, and thy conſtancy : then humbled 
and convinced of its own weakneſs, it ſhall ſeek thee more 
ardently, and thou ſhalt be glorified by the return of a prodigal 
hild, by the cure of one that was wilfully blind, and by the 
hange of a faithleſs ſervant. | 


VII. I caſt myſelf at thy feet moſt miſerable as I am: 1 
adore thy divine majeſty hidden under the veil of infancy : 
| conſecrate myſelf for ever tothy ſervice with thoſe holy kings; 
nd I conjure thee, OLord! toreceive mewith them. Iam poor, 
and have neither frankincenſe, gold, nor myrrh to offer thee 
n acknowledgment that thou art God, king, and mortal man; 
but I offer thee all thou haſt given me, all thou art. I offer 
hee for my fins the profound ſorrow I have for them, and 
y ſincere defire to offend thee no more; I offer thee an ae- 
mnowledgment with heart and mouth of all the miſeries 
nto which I have fallen, for having departed from thee ; I 
fer thee the reſolution of ſatisfying thy juſtice : or rather, 
) Lord! take of me thyſelf all the ſatisfaction thou pleaſeſt, 
bat it may be more agreeable to thee. I offer thee the three 
Dowers of my ſoul; my underſtanding, that thou mayeſt illu- 
inate it with thy light, and eternal truth; my memory, 
hat it may be wholly occupied with thee, and that thou may- 
ſt put every thing out of it that can diſpleaſe thee ; my will, 


= hat it may be.purified by the fire of thy love, and that it may 
wT oC thee with all its ſtrength. I offer thee the three divine 
„uh tus which thou gaveſt me in baptiſm; faith, by which I 


elieve in thee, and acknowledge thee for my Lord, my creator, 
Vol. I. N H my 
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my Saviour, my God, and my all; hope, by which my hear 
is carried towards thoſe bleſſings which I can expect from thee; 
charity, which makes me figh after thy eternal poſſeſſion 
I offer thee, O divine Jeſus ! all that thou art pleaſed to be for 
the love of me: I offer thee thy moſt ſacred body, thy moſt 
pure ſoul, and thy divinity which is the ſource of all happineſ 
and wiſdom : I offer myfelf to thy father by thee ; to thyſelf 
by thy father; and by thy father and thee to the holy ghoſt 
who is the mutual love of both. 


But, O Lord! as thou reccivedſt the wiſe-men's preſent 
with their hearts, enlightenedſt them with thy knowledge, and 
preventedſt them from returning to Herod thy enemy; enlighten 
me alſo, O divine light, conduct me, O ſupreme truth! raik 
me up again, O increated life] ſeparate me from every thing 
that diſpleaſes thee, drive me not away from thee, but ſuifer 
me to remain at thy feet. There it is, O divine Jeſus! that! 
find my happineſs, my joy, and my delight; and taſte that 
peace of God which ſurpaſſes all underſtanding, Philip. iv. 7. 


O virgin and mother at the ſame time, who draweſt from 
their fountain thoſe infinite bleſſings wherewith you are filled! 
beſtow ſome ſhare on this miſerable creature, I mean not a 
the gold, frankincenſe, or myrrh which the holy kings offered 
to your ſon, but of thoſe heavenly treaſures which you are the 
diſpenſatrix of; may TI obtain by you ſomething that is worth 
of being preſented to him, and that may gain me his love, 
O celeſtial court ! who ſurround and inceflantly adore that 
divine monarch, and are always agreeable to him; what cat 
ye aſk of him but what will be granted you, fince ye behold in 
him what he is willing to give to theſe poor baniſhed ſouls! 
Obtain from him what is neceſſary for my coming to him 
that I may one day poſſeſs him with you. Amen. 
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* THE PRESENTATION 

7 Of JESUS CHRIST in the Temple, 

" n In the arms of Simeon. Ws 
* HRIS T was pleaſed that his moſt holy mother ſhould 
ind accompliſh, forty days after her delivery, two laws which 


ad not been made for her; the firſt was, not to enter into the 
ait emple till all that time was expired, during which, a woman 
ing lelivered of a male-child was reputed unclean ; and to offer, 
WF ſhe was rich, a lamb and a turtle-dove for her purification; 
r elſe two turtle-doves if ſhe was poor. | 


tel 


at! 

* The law of Maſes, which mentioned women in general in 
xpreſs terms, did not regard the B. virgin, who had conceived: 

on) the operation of the holy ghoſt. But after ſeeing with her 


wn eyes the divine majeſty humbled even to the reſemblance 
f fin, ſhe choſe rather to imitate the humility of her ſon and 
ord, than to preſerve before men the glory of her virginity, 


led! 
t of 


. ecauſe ſhe eſteemed the quality of handmaid and imitatrix of 
rthy eſus Chriſt ſtil} more than that of his mother. 1471 
ove. 


tha The other law commands that every firſt-born male-child. 
ea ould be offered to God, and conſecrated to his ſervice on 
que fortieth day; that in caſe he were of the tribe of Levi, 
hich was ſacerdotal, he ſhould be obliged to ſerve in the 
emple all his life; and that if he were of another tribe, his 
arents ſhould diſcharge him from that obligation, by re- 
eeming him with certain pieces of money : but Chriſt was 
ot ſubject to that law, becauſe he was born of a virgin, and 
he expreſſions of the law clearly denoted a common birth. 


als! 
11m, 


II. Their offering was that of the poor; for though the 
iſe-men had left with the B. virgin gold, frankincenſe, and 
nyrrh, ſhe had either diſtributed it all to the poor, that ſhe 
night ſuffer the poverty which Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſed to 
practiſe, and which he came to teach men; or if ſhe had re- 
crved any part of it, wherewith ſhe might have bought a 
amb, in order to accompliſh, by offering it, the whole 
tent of the Jaw ; yet ſhe did not buy any, becauſe ſhe offered 
he lamb of God, who was her only treaſure, for the fins 8 
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- pains proceed which our Saviour endured for us. 


© of all, could not be hid from the love which burnt in the hean 


ſalvation of the world, after which he had fighed ſo long. 
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the world; and for herſelf, two turtle-doves or two pigeom 
She gave afterwards, for recovering her divine lamb out of the 
prieſt's hands, the price which was ordained by the law for the 
poor, and thus ſhe redeemed the redeemer of the world. Le 
us not forget to obſerve here a holy combat of humility and 
poverty between the ſon and the mother, in which they bot] 
endeavoured to hide what they are, and would willingh 
appear what they are not. That divine emulation ought to be 
unto us a great ſubject of imitation and gratitude, fince i 
comes from the ſame ſource of love from whence all thok 


III. It is probable that Simeon was not one of the prieſts d 
the Lord, ſince the goſpel calls him only a juſt and rehgious man, 
expecting the conſolation of Iſrael, Luke ii. 25. full of years, an 
weary of life, being ſupported only by the aſſurance which thy 
holy ghoſt had given him, of ſeeing, before death had cloſed 
his eyes, the ſon of God made man; he went to the temple to 
wait for the mother of God on the day appointed for be 
coming thither. He was in a continual expectation, faxin 
his eyes on the door, to obſerve all that ſhould enter; for thy 
holy ghoſt had not yet ſpoke to his heart : but when Mary and 
Foſeph entered with the child, without pomp, or any othg 
attendance than that of poverty and fimplicity, he wa 
interiorly warned thereof; and what was unknown to the eyd 


of that holy old man. When he perceived Jeſus, he knev 
him, and being revived like the phœnix, by the heat of that 
divine ſun, he prepared himſelf to put off his mortal 
cloathing : and taking that divine infant in his arms whon 
he had already in his heart, he began like an old ſwan t 
declare by his ſong the end of his baniſhment, and willingne 
to die, fince he had ſeen with his own eyes the light 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift's preſentation in the temple. 


MIRROR of the eternal truth and divine goodneſs | 
O ſon of the living God! O Jeſus my maſter and 
Saviour! open my eyes that I may ſeek thee, with the bleſſed 
Simeon ; that I may ſee thee, know thee, and embrace thee; 
and that I may repoſe in thee as he did. Since thou loveſt 
humility ſo much, humble my pride; ſince thou haſt choſen 
poverty, pluck from my heart the love of riches; and ſinee 
thou vouchſafedſt to ſubmit thyſelf to the law of Mofes, grant 
that I may be always perfectly ſubject to thine. Thou knoweſt 
my weakneſs and floth, and 'tis for that reaſon thou requireſt 
ſo little of me: but thy love, O Lord! treats thee not thus; it 
diſpenſes thee from nothing, not even from what appears the 
moſt contrary to thy infinite majeſty. Teach me, O divine 
maſter! that law of love; love yields not to the fear of any 
difficulties, and when it is pure and true, it finds thee fo great, 
D my God! and ſo worthy of being ſerved, that its moſt 
violent defire is to be conſumed in thy ſervice. Every law is 
ſweet to love, and every burthen light, and jt eſteems itſelf 
happy when it can ſacrifice to thy greatneſs whatever is 
greateſt in the world. | 


But, O Lord! when will the time come, when thy love 
all render me humble, meek, poor, and diſengaged ? When 
all I begin to love contempt, to reliſh my own abjection, 
and to hate myſelf; and when crucified to body and foul, 
all I be thine as to every thing that Iam ? Thy molt bleſſed 
other is rich by the poſſeſſion of thee alone; St. Jeſeph, 
ontent with ſerving thee, loves his poverty ; the holy old 
me defires nothing but thee alone; and I, O Lord! who 
lieve all this according to the teſtimony of thy word, and am 
ven ſenſible of the truth of it, I ſeparate myſelf from thee. 


IT. But how can I ſee my going aſtray, O divine light! if 
hou enlighteneſt me not? If thou wouldſt have children 
tered thee before the uſe of reaſon, that when they know 
hemſelves they may know they are already thine; how can 
fire, O my God! that thou ſhouldſt ſuffer a miſerable 
reature, to whom thou haſt given reaſon and len 
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what thou art, not to be thine, and to refuſe to obey thee? 
Remedy this diſorder, O Lord! by thy mercy. Thou loveſt 
me to heal me, may I hate myſelf to be healed. Make me 
feel and deplore the loſs of the years of my infancy, during 
which I neither knew nor loved thee. For though I was not 
in a condition of offending thee, it is always true that thou 
lovedſt me, and that I correſponded not to thy love. May! 
ſtill have a greater regret for the firſt-fruits of my reaſon and 
will, which I gave thee not, my negligence in thy ſervice, the 
forgetfulneſs of thy benefits and of thyſelf, the fins I haye 
committed, and the irregular inclinations which I have 
followed from the time I was capable of offending thee to thi 
preſent, when I confeſs in thy preſence my ſhame and miſery, 
But what would it be, O my Saviour ! if I were to deſcribe my 
whole life before thee ? if I ſhould reckon the days, months 
and years I have ſpent in fin, and lived without thee, O thoy 
life of my ſoul! | 


Here I will cry out with my whole ſtrength, that thou 
mayeſt hear me; 1 will call upon thee until thou anſwereſt me; 
and will not ceaſe weeping till thou haſt pardoned me. I will 
follow thee every where, O ſweet Jeſus! I will keep myſel 
cloſe by thee; I will offer myſelf with thee, by thee, and Hh. 
thee to the eternal father, that I may be ſheltered from hi: 
Juſtice under the ſhadow of thy wings. The lambs offered in: 
ſacrifice returned not again to thoſe that offered them, bun 
were ſeparated from them for ever; I will not do ſo by thee, Wh: 
will offer thee for me, O divine lamb ! but I will either Hoy 
immolated with thee, or I will bring thee back with me; for Ha 
can neither in death nor life be ſeparated from thee. i 


III. O father of mercies, and the God of all conſolation ! 2 M. 
1. 2. I offer thee thy only ſon, caſt thy eyes upon him, thatub 
thou mayeſt pardon me, and receive me into thy favour for Has 
ſake. Have regard to that divine infant, that meek ang let 
humble lamb, who offers himſelf to thee for love of me. Hue 
ſpeaks not yet, O Lord! but his heart ſpeaks to thee in le 
behalf; he preſents himſelf to thee to be the victim of ali | 
ſinners, and none are excluded from the merit of his ſacrifice or 
he fulfils the law, and pays homage to thee for all. - ThouWnd 
ſeeſt, O my God! the fire with which he burns, the pardotarr 
which he begs for men, and the graces he merits for then lf 
T offer to thee with him all I am, and all I have ; my pove hen 
miſeries, defires, and life with whatever it contains eitheW:p; 
painful or agreeable; my, body with all its ſenſes ; my ſou: 
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e! Lich all its powers, and every thing that can be within me 
el: N good or evil; the good, that it may increaſe by thy grace; 

me and the evil, that it may be deſtroyed by thy mercy. © 


not Thy well-beloved ſon was pleaſed to begin his life by a 
olemn proteſtation of obedience, and to undertake nothing 
ithout having firſt received thy paternal benediction. Permit 
me, O my God! to beg it of thee, how unworthy ſoever I am 
o receive it, and to conſecrate myſelf from this moment to 
hy ſervice during the remainder of my life. Give me that 
pirit which diſcovered to the bleſſed virgin the counſels of thy 
viſdom, which conducted the holy Simeon into the temple, and 
hich made him know his Saviour: Create a clean. heart in me, 
D God and renew a right ſpirit in my bowels, Pſalm 1. 11. which 
ay conduct me to thee. I know how little I deſerve this 
avour ; but I offer thee for obtaining it, the infinite merits of 
hat ſpotleſs lamb, receive me through him into the number 
pf thy ſervants; extend upon me the love thou haſt for him, 
hound grant me the grace of perſevering in thy ſeryice unto my 
me;Wicath. ED 


y(el IV. Is it poſſible, O Lord! that thou couldſt conceal what 
d inWhou art in the midſt of Jerufalem, in the temple? Why is it 
hi hat all creatures acknowledge thee not, nor come to meet 
d ug bee with all the marks of joy they are capable of? The ſea, 
bund the Jordan fled before the Hraelites, when thou broughteſt 
ee, hem out of Egypt; the mountains and little hills leaped for 
r boy, and the rocks were changed into fountains of living 
for Whraters, becauſe they were ſenſible of thee, O Lord! in the 

idſt of thy people; the moſt inſenſible beings were moved at 

he paſſage of the ark of the covenant; and yet all thoſe 
; Cronders were only the figure of thoſe things whoſe truth and 
ubſtance are contained in thee, On this day thou thyſelf 
daſſeſt through that people, and no body knows thee but the 
leſſed Simeon and Anna the propheteſs. Immortal thanks be 
ven to thee, O my God! for the privilege thou granteſt to 
he humble and to thofe that love thee. When thou ſpeakelſt 
n the temple amongſt the doctors of the law, when thou 
rorkeſt miracles in the ſight of all Judea, thau art not known; 
nd here being a child, poor, ſpeechleſs,» without pgmp, and 
arried in the arms of thy mother, thou canſt not hide thy- 
f from thoſe that love thee : they even ſuffer their baniſh- 
ent only out of the defire of ſceing thee, and life ſeems 
pporable to them only in hopes of finiſhing it by embrac- 
g thee. | 


V. O my 
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V. O my falvation and riches ! O life whereby I live, and 
without which I die! why makeſt thou a heart which love 
thee languiſh thus? Where art thou, O my ſovereign good! 
O the eternal repoſe of my ſoul! thou wilt not allow man to 
"behold thee without dying. Well, O Lord! let me die, that] 
may behold thee. Why Fideft thou from me the beauty of thy 
countenance ? Let my ſoul feel thee, that all my - interior 
ſenſes, charmed with thy attractives, may abhor every thing 
that. is not thee, and' that my heart may continually figh after 
thee, O my God: How happy am I when I defire, love, and 
pleaſe thee ; and when the deſire of beholding thee gives mea 
diſguſt of all creatures ! For then I diſcover * in what ſtate 
ſoever thou appeareſt. | 


When thou art an infant, I am ſenfible of thy greatneſs; 
when thou art poor, I admire thy riches ; and even when tho 
art crucified, I am charmed with thy beauty. But when ny 
heart departs from thy. love, I no longer perceive thee, no 
even in the wonders thou workeſt, nor in the ſpler 
dor of thy majeſty. Unite me to thee, O my God! turn 
away my eyes from vanity, and grant that they may only be 
fixed on the contemplation of thy eternal truth; diſcover u 
this miſerable heart that thou art its ſalvation, and the center 
of its repoſe ; let me find no joy but in thee alone, who an 
my true friend, and all the glory of my ſoul. 


Take from me the reliſh of all earthly things, or give me 
the knowledge of myſelf, that I may not ſuffer myſelf to be 
ſeduced by the falſe goods of this world, or by my own 
miſeries; but that every thing within me may figh after thee. 
Come, O Lord! and delay not thy coming; for all the goof 
things which I defire will come with thee for me. Come, 
O ſweet Jeſus! into this ſinful ſoul, break the bonds of it 
| flavery, give it the freedom of thy children, that it may be 
tied to nothing; but be wholly thine; that it may follo | 
embrace, and poſleſs thee ; and that in poſſeſſing thee it maj 
ſing with the holy old man this canticle of joy. 


An EXPLICATION of the Song of SIMEON. 
Luke ii. 29. | 


2 * ft diſmiſs thy ſervant, O Lord! according to thy 


word in peace. 


ing 

b | | 

in LOVE thee, O divine Jeſus! and yet am obliged to live 
ea at a diſtance from thee. I ſpend my life in a continual 


hain, becauſe I behold thee not, and the defire of ſeeing thee 
enders all the ſweets of the earth infipid to me; theſe are 
alſe goods which have no ſolidity in them, and paſs away in 
moment : nevertheleſs I complain of their duration, becauſe 
hey ſeparate me too long from my ſoyereign good. The 

njoys its conveniencies, the ſenſes taſte their pleaſures, and 
vhen they think themſelves ſatisfied, they tell me they have 
len hat they defire. But my ſoul, to whom thou alone art 
um uffcient, O my God! and which eſteems every thing elſe as 
bel othing, continues to figh after thee with a profound ſadneſs; 
rnd this ſadneſs will not end till thou thyſelf comeſt to 
nte om fort me, who art my true joy. 


Deliver me, O Lord! from this obſcure priſon. Behold the 
appy moment, now is the hour I have ſo long deſired. 
mel adore thee, O my deliverer and my only happineſs ! I adore 


> be hee O thou life of my ſoul ! thou haſt heard at laſt the voice 
owt him that loves thee; and fince I have found peace, why 
hee Mould I live any longer in the danger of loſing it? No, 
ood) Lord! I will live no longer, I renounce the earth, fince I 
me WW olleſs the treaſure of heaven; it is time to break my chains, 
f in nd let me depart in peace from the priſon of this body. 

be | 
low II. Becauſe my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 
may 


My ſoul enlightened with that divine light, fortified by thy 
preſence, and penetrated with the love of its Saviour, has 
othing more to deſire than to ſee thee clearly, O my God!] to 
ove thee conſtantly, and 'to poſſeſs thee out of its priſon 
rithout fear of loſing thee. For although my ſpirit being far 
liſtant from thee, and encloſed within this earthly body, is 
leprived of thy fight, yet it knows that thou alone art its 
alvation; and charmed with thy eternal beauty, it has 
othing but diſguſt for all things elſe. Its only deſire is to = 

m 
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him that heals it, ſatiates it, fills it with Joy, and inflames j 
Thou art come upon earth only to kindle in all hearts the fi 
of thy love. | 


III. Which thou haſt prepared before the face of all people. 


The eternal father has given thee to men, that the juſt au 
finners, the Jews and Gentiles, and all people without diſting 
tion ſhould regard thee as their model, maſter, and light, they 
glory, treaſure, and happineſs. And becauſe men could ng 
behold thee, thou becameſt man, that we might poſleſs th 
in ſuch a manner as agrees with our weakneſs, and hay 
before our eyes, in our whole conduct, him who is the objed 
of our love, and the end of our deſires. 


IV. A light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy pen 
of Iſrael. | 


The moſt obſcure darkneſs is diſpelled before thee, O Lord 
all our errors are diſcovered, and we ſee by the favour of th 
light, that divine beauty wherewith our minds are charme 
The people of //rae! find in thee the accompliſhment of thok 
great promiſes which were made to them, and receive by the 
the crown of their glory. All ſouls by the brightneſs of th 
countenance become brilliant, rich, full of thee, and of th 
bleſſings. Iluminate me, O my light! heal me, O my faly 
tion! exalt me, O my glory! and ſatisfy me, O my felicity! 
Let my faith behold thee, my hope expect thee, my lon 
embrace thee, and my ſoul poſſeſs thee here below as much a 
it is capable of it, waiting till it ſhall be able to behold the 
clearly in the inſeparable union, and eternal repoſe of tix 
heayenly country. 


O mother of the ſalvation and light of the world ! by that 
love wherewith you offered your ſon to the eternal father fo 
all men, and conſecrated yourſelf to his ſervice, offer me all 
to his divine majeſty, that I may always abide in his houls 
and never depart from his will; and that during the whok 
time of my baniſhment, I may never ceaſe to burn with hu 
love. Bleſſed ſpirits who are already received into tho 
eternal abodes, clearly beholding him whom you have defired 
and poſſeſſing him with certainty never to loſe him, give m 
a ſhare of thoſe true bleſſings ye enjoy, draw my heat 
whither my treaſure and yours is, that the clouds of this _ ou 
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ple life being diſpelled, I may enter into the great day of 
ernity, there for ever with you to bleſs that God of mercy, 
hoſe vifion is the conſummation of your happineſs. Amen. 


a 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift's flight into Egypt. 


HOM doſt thou fly from, O Lord ! thou who art the 

maſter of the world, and the fon of the living God? 
hither doſt thou fly, thou who art the refuge of others, . and 
whom the guilty find a ſecure ſanctuary againſt the puniſh- 
jents wherewith they are threatened ? Death itſelf flies before 
tice, becauſe thou art eternal life, over which his. power does 
pt extend. The tyrant flies from thee, becauſe thou art 
e equitable judge that is to condemn him. Sin and malice 
y thee, becauſe thou putteſt them to confuſion. . The blind- 
:fs and the dark deſigns of thy enemies fly from thee, becauſe 
jou art the light that diſcovers them; affliction and miſery 
before thee, becauſe thou art the conſolation of the afflict- 
h and the ſtrength of the weak. But if it be neceſſary 
dr thee to fly, O thou God of my ſoul! come to me, hide 
yſelf in my heart, there thou ſhalt be ſafe againſt thoſe that 
ek thee to put thee to death: they will never believe, by 
eing a miſerable ſinner ſuch as I am, that his heart can be 
ly retreat, and then I ſhall poſſeſs thee without fear; thou 
lt pardon me my fins, renew me by thy preſence, and enrich 
e with thy love and ſpiritual bleſſings. 


II. How deplorable is my ftate, if the multitude of my fins 
move thee fo from me, that thou chuſeſt rather to fly into 
Get, than to remain in my heart, O Lord ! I plainly fee that 
ou wilt firſt obtain me mercy by thy ſufferings, and endure 
e pain of baniſhment for remedying my miſeries; but at 
aſt, O my God! take me with thee, that I may be the compa- 
ion of thy exile, and draw from the fountain-head the truth 
hich thou teacheſt. Thou art the maſter of the world, and 
ou liveſt in it as a ſtranger. Thou wilt have no fixed abode 
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in thy own dominion, and thou avoideſt an eſtabliſhment { 
earth, though it be thy own handy work. | 


Art thou then, O Lord! baniſhed like me from the abode 
happineſs? If thy ſoul is bleſſed, and enjoys the ſight of Goat 
what can it fear here below, and why doſt thou uſe it az 
ſtranger ? It belongs only to me, O my God! who am banif 
ed from heaven to be a ſtranger on earth. I ought not to eſt; 
bliſh myſelf in any place, becauſe I behold thee no when 
and I muſt live without any attachment to the goods of thi 
life, that I may not loſe thoſe which thou promiſeſt me in th 
other. But thou, O Lord, who ſanctifieſt every thing by th 
preſence, haſt nothing to fear, becauſe nothing can hurt thee; 
thou canſt not be at a diſtance from thyſelf, nor a ſtranger 
any place, becauſe there is none but what is thine; and ye 
thou remaineſt not even in that wherein thou art born: inth 
infancy thou undertakeſt a painful journey, and wilt on 
touch the earth as thou paſſeſt along. 


III. Open, O my God! the bowels of thy mercy, and th 
treaſures of thy patience, to bear with me, and pardon n 
the errors of my life. For though I feel the inconſtancy ther 
of, I am ſo much attached to it, as if it were to endure fi 
ever. n 


I am ſenfible in myſelf that I ſhall never find reſt in an 
thing but in thee; and that, as thou haſt created me only fa 
thyſelf, T ought to expect no true peace out of thee. I behalf 
with my eyes the revolutions of this world, every thing in it 
in a continual agitation, ſometimes high and ſometimes lo vir 
as if it were hurried by the rapid motion of a wheel, and nd 
truth is clearer or more ſenfible to me. 


I behold in thee, O thou God of my ſoul! that thou hat 
no certain abode in this world: I learn by thy.example thaWWith 
thou wouldſt not have me to fix my heart even upon tha 
goods thou giveſt me; and that however holy and divine the 
may be, I ought to regard them only as the means of odr 
taining the eternal bleſſings which thou prepareſt for m6 
With all theſe inſtructions, experiences, and lights, my heart 
remains in blindneſs and in the forgetfulneſs of | heave! 
diſtracted by a thouſand different objects, multiplied by an i wr 
finity of cares either unproftable or criminal ; and riveted Mee 
faſt to the earth, as if it were the place of its repoſe : ho"Wies { 


blind, unreaſonable, and ſenſelefs am 1! I clearly fee thoſe 
truths 
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raths, and behave as if I ſaw them not. Bur what hinders 
ne from ſeeing what I ſee? and if I ſee it, how blind am I? 
nhappy affection which attaches me to what flies away, poſ- 
eſſes me with what paſſes, and plunges me into thoſe very 
ings which periſh daily before our eyes! Thou ſeeſt, O infi- 
ite goodneſs! the mifery of this heart combated by itſelf, 
led with contradictions, and juſtly rent by a multiplicity 
f oppoſite errors, becauſe it forſakes the unity of thy eternal 
th. | 


IV. My ſoul fituated betwixt the promiſes of thoſe unchange- 
ble bleflings which it believes, hopes for, and defires; and 
e periſhable goods of the earth, which it ſearches after fo paſ- 
pnately, finds the time too long which it employs, and the 
duble too great which it takes, for meriting a repoſe that 
ill never end; its actions are cold, and its defires languid: 
t to enjoy earthly and corruptible pleaſures, it complains 
either of care nor application; life appears ſhort: to it, and 
ernity itſelf would not appear too long. How many fins 
iſe from, thence ? how many poiſoned fruits are afterwards: 
roduced from: this corrupt root? How can faith and chriſtian + 
ppe ſubſiſt with ſuch baſe inclinations, and ſuch monſtrous. 
rors? Thou who knaweſt them, O Lord! and weigheſt them. 
a juſt ſcale, ſeeſt the reaſon I have to doubt of my faith, of 
y charity, and of my chriſtianity, fince my works are ſo 
pntrary to my belief. | 


But in regarding this miſerable heart, caſt thy eyes upon thy 
mM, to find therein wherewith to heal mine. Conſider, 
vine Saviour! for whom thou haſt undertaken this pilgri- 
age; remember for whom thou laboureſt. If the voice of 
y fins is lifted up to demand thy juſtice, the wounds of this 
ul which thou haſt redeemed are ſo many mouths crying ſtill 
uder to beg thy mercy. Why wouldſt thou come to abide 
ith me in my baniſhment, if I could not find in thoſe pater- 
al bowels the remedy of my evils ?: I cannot be ſo wicked, 
t thou art ſtill more merciful. ' Thou wilt always have more 
orodneſs to pardon me, than J have malice to offend thee ; 
d thou art more defirous of granting me mercy; than I can . 
> for obtaining it. Open then, O my God! thoſe bowels 
eu charity to thy poor-creature : give to this miſerable- baniſh- 
n 10 wretch an earneſt deſire of ſeeing and poſſeſſing thee, and 
ed ice thou art omnipotent, enter into its heart, turn thy-ene- 
ho"Wies out of it, fix thy love in it, plant therein the tree of life, 
thochd pull up by the root all its earthly affections. 

-uth5, | All 
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All my miſeries call upon thee, O divine mercy ! that thay 
mayeſt alleviate them : all my defires are directed to thee; 0 
immenſity of bleſſings that thou mayeſt fulfil them: all thei 
ſpots of my ſoul preſent themſelves to thee, O infinite purity! 
that thou mayaſt take them away: and fince thou detaineſ 
me in this exile in the midſt of earthly things, grant, O Lord! 
that I may know the meanneſs of them, that I may be ſenſible 
of their emptineſs, that I may withdraw my heart from them 
and that it may no longer have any love or attachment butt 
hee. | 


V. Why ſhould I not hope in thee, O my God! when I { 
thee love finners fo affectionately, and come to abide wit 
them in this valley of tears? When I ſee thee ſo earneſt it 
doing them good, that, even when they perſecute thee ot 
earth, thou retireſt not into heaven, where thou haſt a peace 
able abode, and an infinite number of blefled ſpirits ador 
love, and acknowledge thee for what thou art; that thou fip 
eſt into Egypt, becauſe thou wilt purify by the breath of th 
ſpirit that country corrupted by vice and idolatry, that 
many holy ſolitaries who were to come thither after thee, au 
live there in the purity of thy love, might breathe in it th; 
ſweet air and odour of virtues which thou haſt diffuſed therein 
that thou mayeſt be known, loved, and honoured in the ve 
place where thy name was blaſphemed, the devil was adore 
and fin has reigned ſo long. Yes, O Lord! thou flyeſt not 
much to preſerve thy life, as to conſecrate Egypt, and to pre 
pare therein the way for thy elect : thou haſt obtained for then 
of thy eternal father the ſpirit, grace, love and conſtang 
neceflary for living holily in thoſe defarts; every one of then 
was preſent to thee at that time, although they were not yl 
born; and they afterwards found in it the virtue which tha 
hadſt merited for them by means of thy love and prayers. 
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Thou art wholly employed about us and our neceſſitit 
O my God! even whea thou ſeemeſt moſt at reſt : thou alt 
but newly born, and thou entereſt already into Egypt: thei 
ſuffereſt there a thouſand inconveniencies, where thou att 
as a worm of the earth, ſeeking a hole to hide itſelf in, kl 
it be trod under foot; and whilſt thou remaineſt the 
ſo quiet and unknown, thou planteit poverty of ſpirit, flight 0 
honours, contempt of the world, filence, prayer, obedient 
purity of heart, deſire of heaven, re!iſh of ſufferings, hol 
ſimplicity, the life of pure love, and angelical chaſtity in 
terreſtrial and mortal body. — 
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When thou haſt ſawn that divine ſeed, which is to 
roduce a great number of faithful ſervants, elected before 

11 time by thy eternal wiſdom, thou wilt return into Judea, 
ere to accompliſh the myſteries of our redemption, and from 
jence into heaven, commanding thoſe heavenly bletlings to 
- communicated to the whole world. 


VI. But whilſt thou thinkeſt on ſanctifying thoſe choſen 
uls, and inflaming them with thy love, where am I, O Lord 
here haſt thou left me? Doſt thou not compare thy doctrine, 
a net caſt into the ſea, and drawing all ſorts of fiſh ? Matth. xiii. 
. Wilt thou ſuffer me, O my God! to ſwim out of it, thou 
ho knoweſt I am loſt, if I am not in thy nets? O ſource of 
plineſs ! ſanctify me; O ſource of light! illuminate me; O 
urce of all goodneſs and perfection! change me; O ſource 
being and life ! give being and life to this nothing; O 
urce of holy flames! inflame this tepid heart, and conſume - 
it whatever is diſpleaſing to thee. Ah! divine Jeſus, how 
ak and contrary to myſelf am I! defire the good I have 
dt, and poſſeſs the evil I deteſt ; but my defire of good makes 
e not ſufficiently deteſt evil; and my deteſtation of evil 
oduces in me but a weak defire of good. There is nothing in 
e but miſery, falſehood, and outward appearance. Thou 
one ſeeſt, O my God! what I truly am. Heal me, O ce- 
ſtial phyſician, ſince thou knoweſt my infirmity; and grant 
at I may defire my cure as thou deſireſt it. 


VII. Make me enter, O divine maſter ! into the depth of thy 
erits. Thou flyeſt at preſent from one enemy only, to fall 
reafter into the hands of many; who will take away thy life. 
hou teacheſt me to fly from thoſe who perſecute me; and yet 
en when thou expreſſeſt thy love to me, thoudiſpoſeſt things 
, that flying from one croſs, I find, another more grievous 
n th. former. What means this, O my God! is it not 
tter to ſuffer preſent evils, than by flying from them, to 
et with greater which we cannot avoid? How little do I 
Wow thy defigns, O eternal wiſdom ! and how blind am I in 
y ways, when I fly from the croſs to find reſt: for alas! 
ere ſhall I find it in this life? Why then wouldſt thou have 


Pp > to fly, if in flying I am not to find peace? 
gon f Tloved thee, O Lord ! IT ſhould comprehend the ſecrets of 


conduct. Thou wilt have man, being a pilgrim on earth, 
ay continually, to reſt no where, and to ſanctify his ba- 
ament by his patience and love of thee : thou perhaps deſireſt 
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alſo that J ſhould neither be taken up with what I fuffs 
nor with what thou art to do with me; and that, reſigned! 
thy care, I ſhould have no other than to live without any ty 
to the earth, to ſerve thee faithfully, and to fuffer myſelf'to þ 
guided in all things by thy providence. $2 


O Lord! who deſireſt to be the maſter of my heart, why iz 
not entirely according to thine? Why is it inſenfible t 
thou intendeſt thereby to deliver it from the flavery which $ 
parates it from thee ? When ſhall J be ſo happy as to be a f 
to nothing but thee alone ? If thou alone wert my treafurea 
all my riches, I ſhould live in this exile with the defire only 
the heavenly country. In the midſt of my friends, I ſhai 
aſpire to thy friendſhip alone; amongſt my enemies th 
ſhouldſt be my ſole defence: I ſhould be free in thy compan 
in the cloſeſt confinement, and a priſoner to thy loye, in 
moſt perfect liberty: the croſs would ſeem ſweet to me eve 
where, becauſe I ſhould be faſtened to it with thee, and 
leſs pleaſure I ſhould have on earth, the more I ſhould findi 
thee. 3 


Whence comes it, O my God! that I ſearch here after cal 
pany and pleaſures! Ah! I ought to hve in this world onl 
to be crucified in it, to bleſs thee with my whole heart, tod 
fire thee with all my ſtrength, and to love thee with all f 
love. Live in me, O Lord! travel in me, and reſt thyſelf 
me. May I be always with thee, may I be wholly thine, a 
may I love only thee ! | 


O moſt holy queen of angels! to whom no pain was thoug 
troubleſome, no pilgrimage difficult, and no country ſtranj 
in the company of Jeſus. Every country with that treaſ 
was your own, every ſervice was ſweet to you, every obedietl 
light. You know, O refuge of finners, that I cannot ha 
any good without him. Be mindful that the fruit of his 
bours is to acquire many children to himſelf, to call thi 
back who have departed from him, and to re-unite them tl 
are gone aſtray. Aſſiſt, O mother of mercy ! this ſtrayed ſhe 
purſued by a thouſand enemies in this valley of tears! bl 
it back to the flock, that it may hear and follow always 
the future the voice of its divine paſtor. Ye citizens of! 
heavenly country, refuſe not your aſſiſtance to this poor 
niſhed creature, ſurrounded with a thouſand dangers; 1 
obtain, that being diſengaged from the earth, it may dee 
to live eternally with you in heaven. Amen. 

IX. SUFF 


IX. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His ſenſation of the death of the innocents. 


HRIST had retired into Egypt; two years were already 
expired fince his birth, and all that time had not been 
ble to calm Herad's diſquiet. As he had reſolved to put the 
ing of the Jews to death, as ſoon as the wiſe-men had diſco- 
xred him to him, ſeeing that they returned not through 
ruſalem, but had deluded him; he thought they had pene- 
ated into his deſigns; being confirmed in his former ſuſpici- 
„ his difſimulation was turned into rage, and he took the 
el reſolution. of cauſing all the children to be lain, for fear 
| Chriſt ſhould eſcape him. He would not make uſe of the 
9; to find him out, becauſe he did not confide in them; being 
erſuaded they would omit nothing for ſaving their Mefhas ; 
at perhaps they would ſubſtitute another child in his place; 
d putting but only one to death, would not ſecure the crown 
Judea to himſelf. ? 


Thus after having finiſhed the affairs which had ſuſpended 
e execution of ſo barbarous a deſign, and thinking the noiſe 
hich had been raiſed in Feru/alem by the wiſe-men was entire- 
ſettled, he reflected on the time in which they had ſeen the 
ir, and finding it was near two years ago, he contrived a 
aſon for ordering all the children which had been born 
thin two years at Bethlehem and thereabouts, to be brought 
to one place; and when they were aſſembled there, he 
uſed them all to be maſſacred by his ſoldiers, whom he 
d ſent thither, being perſuaded that the Saviour of the 
rid muſt needs be involved in this laughter. 


The whole country in a ſhort time was full of blood and tears. 
ery place reſounded with the ſighs and deſpair of thoſe poor 
thers for the death of their children, whoſe tender age, in- 
cence, and great number rendered the maſſacre till more 
mble. | 


II. This general affliction was not mitigated, as it com- 
nly happens in other misfortunes, by the multitude of them 
at Were ſharers in it; thoſe deſolate mothers augmented one 
Vol. I. I another's 
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- conſternation was, which ſuch an accident muſt have raiſe 


fathers repreſent in ſuch lively colours, the lamentables er 


they felt, faid, and did, when they beheld what was dean 
to them in the world ſlaughtered before their eyes. 


to the eternal wiſdom of the divine infant; the voice of th 
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he ſaid to his apoſtles, I rake compaſſion on the people, for bel 
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another's grief, and ſpread horror and compaſſion every when 
So unheard-of a cruelty ſtill occafioned a fear for the future 
and the terror was ſo much the greater throughout the country 
as they were the leſs in a condition of oppofing the violence 
that inhuman prince. | | 


We may ſufficiently comprehend- what the trouble an 


among the people. The prophet Jeremy had foretold, that thy 
would not be comforted xxxi. 15. and St. Auguſtin and many oth 
| 
of thoſe deſpairing mothers, and the vain endeavours th 

uſed for hiding, defending, and ſaving their children, thaty 
1 poſſible not to be moved to compaſſion thereby. It isn 
Without reaſon that they ſpeak in this manner: for it wo 

Fave been very difficult to have brought ſo great a number! 
children into one place without their mothers, the moſt pa 
of whom were ſtill at the breaſt; and it is inexpreflible v 


III. What paſſed in Judea was not unknown in A 


blood which flowed from thoſe little innocent bodies reach 
him; and his ſacred humanity which ſaw all things in 
muſt have felt at the ſame time the pain of all the childret 
and that of all their mothers: for Chriſt's heart was tende 
and full of compaſſion for thoſe that ſuffered, as it is eaſy 
be obſerved in ſeveral parts of his life. 


When the people followed him in multitudes into the deſet 


they now continue with me three days, and have nothing to eat, M 
Viii. 2. A widow that wept for her fon whom they were cl 
ry ing to his grave, preſented herſelf to Chriſt near the city 
Naim, he being touched with her tears raiſed up her ſon 

life again. He could not behold Martha and 11 1 
weep for their brother without weeping with them. ne 
he entered Jeruſalem amidſt the acclamations of the peopk 
who were come to meet him with palm and olive branebe 
the foreſight of the misfortunes of that city cauſed him! 
ſhed tears, and to foretell with great ſentiments of tendernel 
the deſolation wherewith God was to puniſh the crimes of! 
inhabitants. 
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It appears alſo from ſeveral other places of the ſcriptures, 
bow ſenſible our Saviour was of our evils; what then muſt his 
compaſhon have been for ſo many innocent victims who were 
ſacrificed only on his account? He wiſhed to have died inſtead 
of them; and if it had been convenient, he would have con- 
ſented to have been lain, and come to life again as many 
times as Herod had cauſed children to be maflacred, that he 
might have given his life for every one of them in particular. 
But becauſe it was neceſſary he ſhould live, and reſerve. him- 
ſelf for a more cruel death for the ſalvation of all men, his 
knowledge of the murther of ſa many infants, and of the 
grief of fo many mothers, whilſt he ſaved himſelf by flight, 
occahoned him a moſt bitter pain. Tis true he was to re- 
ompenſe them abundantly ſome years after for the deatli 
key had undergone for him, by the crown of glory which he 
ould merit for them by dying in his turn for them ; but 
hatever he deſigned to do and ſuffer afterwards did not dimi- 
niſh in him the ſentiment of compaſſion with which he was 
penetrated, through the natural goodneſs of his heart. 


Our Saviour's compaſſion extended ſtill further; and one 
pf his greateſt pains during. the time of his- pilgrimage, was 
is ſenſe of theevils which the children of Adam, baniſhed 
rom their heavenly country, ſuffered, and were to ſuffer, 
hough juſtly ; becauſe they were all preſent in particular to 
bis eternal wiſdom. FI W 

IV. To comprehend this truth, we need only reflect that 
he defign of God, in creating human nature ſo perfect, was 
ot that it ſhould be ſubject to the miſeries it ſuffers; but on 
he contrary to be entirely free from them, and to attain to 
he delights of heaven, by thoſe of the earth. He ſubjected 
he other corporeal creatures to death and .corruption, man 
lone whom the nature of his Yody ſubjected thereto alſo, 
as preſerved by a peculiar privilege in the terreſtrial paradiſe, 
rom pain, hunger, thirſt, cold, heat, labour, death, and from 
very grievous thing that could befal him. For God. was 
leaſed that between the ſpiritual and corporeal nature, 
here ſhould be a third, holding as it were the medium, 
eing both angelic and terreſtrial, which without being ſubject 
0 corporeal evils, ſhould participate in the goods of the mind, 
nd be capable of eternal glory. He choſe that creature in 
hich he had, as one may ſay, re-united heaven and earth, 
hat he might work his wonders in it, communicate his 
vine perfections to it, and make it the paradiſe of his Va 
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ritual delights; but man having fallen from this happy ſtate 
by his fin, God who was unwilling to deſtroy him, refolved to 
ſave by ſufferings, him who had been unable to preſerye 
himſelf in his pleaſures. | 


V. This obſtacle which fin threw in the way of God 
deſigns towards man, would have occaſioned God an extreme 
pain, if the divine nature had been capable of ſuffering 
The holy ſcripture affirms that God was inwardly touched will 
ſorrow of heart, Gen. vi. 6. when he was obliged to puniſh the 
world by the deluge; not that he really felt that pain, o 
that he could repent in time of what he had reſolved from al 
eternity ; but, becauſe according to our manner of thinking, 
he had juſt reaſon of diſpleaſure in ſeeing himſelf obliged u 
chaſtiſe a creature ſo ſeverely which he had formed to be hap 

. But what God could not ſuffer in his divine nature 
he had a lively feeling of in the human, which he had united 
to himſelf ; he wept in it for all our fins, as if they had bee 
his own; and he bore all the puniſhment of them, as if he hal 


deſerved it. : 


Thus Chriſt has perfectly accompliſhed theſe two thing 
with reſpect to us; as God our ſovereign Lord, he makes ou 
miſery turn to his own glory and our ſpiritual advantage; a 
man, our companion, and brother, he feels all the bitterne{ 
thereof; and he would ſubject himſelf thereto, if he were nd 
obliged to it by the Jaws of juſtice and providence. Exe 
when we. ſuffer, he diſpoſes things ſo, that our pains becom 
more profitable to us than the pleaſures would have ber 
which we loſt by the fin of our firſt father ; he has alfo t 
goodneſs to ſweeten them to us, and bear the greateſt part i 
them, that being ſanctified in him, they may be for us a feet 
of glory. He thereby re-eft®bliſhes his firſt defign, which wa 
that we ſhould be eternallß happy with him, and free fron 
all ſorts of miſeries. 


VI. If we be truly the friends and ſervants of God, 
ought to have before our eyes continually two confideration 
very proper for comforting us in the evils of this life. Tit 
firſt is St. Auguſtin's, who obſerves that the holy Church, whid 
began in Adam and his children, has always been bathed in hd 
own blood for the glory of her heavenly ſpouſe ; that ti 
innocent Abel, in the beginning of the world, was waſhed! 
his own blood y the jealouſy and cruelty of his brother Can 


that at the coming of our Saviour, the holy innacents water 
' Wl: 
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ith their blood the city of Bethlelem and the parts adjacent; 
hat Chriſt himſelf conſecrated the Church with his own: 
blood, by dying upon the croſs; that an infinite number of 
artyrs have ſhed theirs for his love, and that thoſe who died 
vithout ſhedding it, did not die without ſuffering, becauſe one 
annot fight under the ſtandard of a crucified God, nor haye a 


ol = | 
mn bare in his glory, but by the croſs. 
ing. . , 
wi There are two things in man, which all creatures are unwor- 


they of, and ought only to be given to God alone, the heart 
and the blood, to love and to ſuffer. For Chriſt has raiſed the 
a alue of ſufferings ſo much, that they are become more pre- 
jous, not only than all earthly goods, but even than the 
1 rreſt favours of heaven. It is therefore a ſtrange blindneſs to 
ulfer for the world, and to employ ſo holy a thing in pro- 
ane uſes, which makes us loſe all the fruit thereof, and often 
erve only. to render us more criminal, un 


David having defired to drink water from the well of Beth» 

hem which his enemies were become maſters of; and three 
df his ſoldiers having brought him ſome of it with extreme 
langer through the enemy's army, when he came to conti- 
ler how much this water had coſt, judged that it ought to be 
reſented only to God; fo inſtead of drinking it for quench- 
ng his thirſt, he ſacrificed it to the Lord, to whom alone 
ve owe all our cares and labours. If men would do fo, their 
ufferings would be ſweeter thereby, and they would not loſe 
s they do the beſt part of their lives. This lofs proceeds from 
heir giving to periſhable goods a heart which is due only ta 
od, and which God is jealous of that he cannot ſuffer any 
hing to ſhare it with him. God requires our love above all 
hings, becauſe love draws every thing elſe after it; pleaſure, 
houghts, application, and labour poſſeis the whole man with- 
n and without. Thus to give our love to God, who alone 
eſerves it, is to offer him the moſt perfect, extenſive, and 
LTccable of all ſacrifices. 


VI. The other conſideration is, that God who intended to 
ake his delight with us, ſeeing his firſt deſigns fruſtrated; 
ind not content with reſerving us for the abode of glory, 


und che means of reliſhing them by the ſweetneſs of his 
t mm unications even in our exile. Hence it is that in order to 
-d Fo fort the children of Adam for the loſs of the earthly para- 
a iſe, he pours upon them in the midft of their miſeries more 


races, than they would haye received amongſt the ey” + 
that 
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that happy ſtate: for by diſcovering to them the admirab 
works of his love, he inflames them ſo with the deſire of pleat 
ing, ſerving, and loving himſelf alone, that being as it wer 
inebriated with thoſe divine ſweetneſſes, they are no longer th 
ſame; all the pains of this life ſeem ſweet to them, and alli 
pleaſures bitter; and they are no leſs content in the ſeverel 
ſufferings, than if they taſted the pureſt joys. | 


St. Juſtin in his diſcourſe to the Romans concerning the fait 
of the martyrs, ſays that the chief reaſon which induced hin 
to become chriſtian from a pagan philoſopher, was thy 
chearfulneſs which appeared in the countenance of th 
martyrs amidſt fires and racks, being unable to perſuade him 
ſelf that the thing in the world which human nature has th 
| core abhorrenee of, could be ſuffered with Ys if ſort 
ecret and unknown ſweetneſs had not changed ſuch dread 
torments into delights. But that holy martyr adds, that aft 
having embraced chriſtianity, he was convinced by his om 
experience, that there is no corporal pain. how fright 
ſoever it may be, that can ſtifle the interior ſentiment whid 


Chriſt gives to thoſe who ſuffer for him. 


St. Paul relates his labours and ſufferings as ſo man 
triumphs; and David cries out with admiration : how great i 
the multitude of thy faveetneſs, O Lord] which thou haſt hid for thi 
that fears thee thou ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy countenan 
from the diſturbance of men: Pſalm xxx. 20. that is, tho 
defendeſt them, and placeſt them in ſafety by the ſect 
knowledge of thy perfections, and by the interior communi 
cation of thy bleflings. Not that they are ſenſible of pail 
but tempered, as one may ſay, in an ocean of pure delight 
which the world js unacquainted with, which eye has nt 
ſeen, ear bas not heard, and which love alone experienct 
God is at that time much more glorified by the joy which ht 
ſervants expreſs in fufferings, that if they had remained i 
the carthly paradiſe; and they are no leſs happy. thereby 
ince pure love makes them a delicious paradiſe of their o 
miſeries. Tis true that this abundance of ſweetneſs is 10 
given to all; but all at leaſt, have this conſolation in the 
pains, that what they ſuffer for God is advantageous to them 
ſelves, and even of an extraordinary merit, when it is ſufferel 
patiently. If the Iabours of this life are not a ſource ®« 
ſpiritual pleaſures to them in time, they are always a ſeed d 
glory for eternity. 5 e 
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On Chriſt at the death of the innocents. 


GIVE thee thanks, O my divine Saviour! for all thoſe 
[ bleflings thou haſt beſtowed on me, not equal to thy 
deſerts, but in ſuch a manner as my tepidity is capable of. 
Thou art my fortitude and hope, ſupply by thy goodneſs what 
is wanting in my weakneſs. Thou art my beatitude, the en 
of all my deſigns and defires; if 1 cannot love thęe equal to 
y amiableneſs, let me love thee at leaſt according to my 
apacity of loving thee. Thou beholdeſt the bottom of my 
heart, and all the ſentiments thou formeſt therein; but ſince 
hou inſpireſt me with the defire of loving thee, and fince no- 
thing is ſo advantageous to me, grant that I may love thee, as 
thou wouldſt be loved by me. Teach me to eſteem the 
favours of thy love, — 


may nat receive them fruitleſsly. 
Thy power has drawn me out of nothing, and thy grace has 
ſanctiied me in baptiſm. Thy goodneſs ſupports, expects, 
nd pardons me. Thy love occaſioned thee to deſcend on 
earth, to be the companion there of the miſeries I juſtly 
ſuffer. I have nothing, I hope for nothing but what I am 
indebted for to thy mercy, and I am nothing without it. 
labour and am wearied; I go and come, I trouble and diſ- 
quiet myſelf for things which are out of thee, which defile, 
abaſe, and degrade me, and make me loſe thy bleſſings and 
grace. | 


e When wilt thou come to the aſſiſtance of thy poor creature, 
0 my ſalvation and only relief! I ſee myſelf ſurrounded on 
all fides with miſeries; above me there is thick darkneſs 
depriving me. of the fight of heaven; below me the corruption 
of earthly things; around me the noiſe and tumult of my 
Ipaſhons ; before me the. vanities of the world; behind me the 
torgetfulneſs of true goods; within me the privatiqn of thy 
knowledge and love; and among ſo many obſtacles which 


henMWoppoſe my happineſs, I am fo blind, as to believe I can live 
fete without thee, and not to comprehend. the need I have of thy 
ce Mafhiſtance. O my ſovereign happineſs ! out of which I find 
cd Mnothing but. evils. O thou life of my ſoul! without which 1 


live in a continual death. O thou light of my eyes! without 
which 
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my miſeries with me ? It would ſeem that thou art come inn 


with which thy providence governs me; thou diſcovereſt tif 
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which I always walk in an obſcure night. Aſſiſt my poverty, 
ſupport my weakneſs, and enlighten my blindneſs. | 


II. Thou knoweſt that I can do nothing without thee, and 
therefore thou comeſt to ſeek me, that I may find in thee 
what I find not in myſelf; thou haſt cloathed tRyſelf with my 
fleſh that T might have in thee a companion of my paing; 
thou haſt ſuffered thoſe which were due to me, that I migh 
be leſs ſenſible of thoſe which befal me, and to ſhew in thyſel 
how much greater J had deſerved. I adore thee, O my true 
comforter! Alas! what am I good for to thee, and wha 
advantage doſt thou find in comforting me? Am I not treatel 
as I deſerve, when I am opprefled with infirmity, ſadnek 
trouble, diſquiet, and with all the miſeries of this life ? Is i 
not reaſonable that I ſhould ſuffer chaſtiſement, fince I ha 
committed the fault; that I alone ſhould be puniſhed, fincel 
alone am guilty? Why then,. O divine Jeſus ! wilt thou ſhan 


the world only to weep, labour, and ſweat; to be temptel 
perſecuted, abuſed, betrayed, and abandoned; to ſuſſa 
poverty, baniſhment, puniſhments, and death; in a word, al 
the pains that I ſuffer, and many others much ſeverer that! 
ſuffer not; becauſe thou wilt not only aſſiſt me in beariny 
mine, but alſo make me ſenſible how juſtly I endure them. 


How truly, O Lord! has thy apoſtle ſpoken, when he aid; 
we have not a high-prieſt, who cannot take compaſſion on our infirmititi 
but tempted in all things like as we, yet without fin, Heb. iv. 1 
and thy experience thereof renders thee ſenfible of all oun 
When thou waſt upon earth, the evils which I was to ſuffe 
during the whole courſe of my life, were preſent to thy eternd 
wiſdom; thou waſt touched with them at that time; as 1 
charitable father, thou felteſt all the ſtrokes which I was tt 
receive from thy hand, and thou obtainedſt me at the ſame 
time the grace of profiting thereby according to thy defigns 
How can I then, O divine paſtor of my ſoul! complain 6 
bitterly of thy ſtrokes, knowing the pain they occafion tl 
paternal heart? Why do I not own how profitable they are 
me, by the pain thou haſt in ſtriking me ? 


Ah! Lord, how deplorable is my error! Thou ſheweſt m 
O celeſtial beauty! the tenderneſs of thy heart, and the wiſdos 


paternal bowels to me even in thy chaſtiſements; and th 
goodneſs converts into eternal bleſſings the temporal evil 
| whic 
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hich I ſuffer ſo juſtly. Who is like to thee, O merciful 
ather ! The world puts its criminals to death, and goes no 
urther: but thou, O Lord! in erucifying the ſinner, feeleſt his 
"ain, giveſt him patience, and alſo rewardeſt the patience 
hou giveſt him with eternal life. When human juſtice 
haſtiſes one that is guilty, the unhappy perſon gets nothing 
hereby but pain and infamy; but when thou chaſtiſeſt us in 
his world, we are immediately recompenſed for the puniſh- 
ent we ſuffer : for by inſpiring us with repentance for our 
ns, thou filleſt our hearts with a moſt' ſweet conſolation. 
The world dejects us to deſtroy us, and thou humbleſt us only 
o ſave us. The world loads us to oppreſs us, and thou loadeſt 
to refreſh us. | | 


III. O my God, my ſtrength, my repoſe, and conſolation ! 
hy am I not inflamed with the deſire of ſerving and pleafing 
bee? Thou art not content with comforting me in my pains, 
ind with drawing from them that eternal weight of glory 
wel hich thou prepareſt for me; but to ſhew how liberal thou art 
fe owards thoſe whom thou afflicteſt, thou alſo makeſt them love 
ufferings, and reduceſt them ſometimes to ſuch a ſtate, that 
hey cannot live any longer without ſuffering. - Diſcover to 
ie, O Lord! thoſe divine ſecrets; teach me to glory in the 
roſs, and to find what thou haſt hidden in it for thoſe that 
ove thee. For whom ſhall I ſuffer, O my love ! but for thee ? 
Vhen thou draweſt me to thee, when I cloſely embrace thee, 
nd am penetrated with thy love, I am neither ſenſible of 
njuries, diſgraces, nor poverty, of contempt, perfidy, nor 
by other pain : all my evils are as it were drowned in thee, 
nd thy preſence makes them even ſometimes the ſweeteſt 
ood of my ſoul. What means this, O my God! art thou 
illing therefore that every thing ſhould become a paradiſe to 
ne? | 


4 


But it is thee I defire, O Lord! open my heart and enter 
nto it; or elſe open me thine, that I may enter into thy joy, 
ove, and knowledge. Thou hait fo great a dehre of imparting 
hy glory to me, that thou canſt not wait till I am in thy 
ouſe ; thou makeſt me taſte the firſt fruits thereof in this 
vreign land, by the ſenſe of thy preſence. O divine love! 
faithful friend! hearken to my heart, which forgetting its 
anithment, fings forth in a ſweet tranſport, the triumph of 
hy mercics: hear it, O Lord! it {peaks only to thee and for 
ice. 


O how 
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O how ſweet is my love! how charming is my we 
beloved ! my ſoul melts wholly into thee, O my God !:1t-figh 
only for thee, O my treaſure, my ſweetneſs, my hope, and m 
glory. Ah! my God and my all! O that I might 1oſe hep 
in thee all that is not thee ! May thy love live in me, 
may I live only in thee, O my God, and my love! 


IV. Sbew me, O divine Jeſus ! the exceſs of thy love auf 
tile owter pain wherewith it rends thy heart. Tell me nj 
ſutters moit at the death of the Innocents, whether the mothen 
10:14 their children, or the children lofing their lives, or tha 
O Loid! .preſerving thine by their deaths? The pain of th 
muchers exceeds not the bounds of natural love, and that 
the children is without knowledge; but thy pain, O ſw 
Jeſus ! proceeds from an infinite love enlightened, and burnig 
with the deſire of dying for every one of them in particulg 
Why doſt thou permit, O charitable farther'! ſo many childy 
to ſi gor death for ſaving thy life, fince thou comeſt up 
earth only to give life to all men by thy death? Ah, Lon 
theſe are the inventions of thy love; thou ſendeſt to the 
children what they ſuffer, that thou mighteſt ſuffer the mon 
they received no wound but what pierced thy heart, and tha 
dcauu is one for thee, becauſe thou dieſt not for them. 


But in order to ſatisfy thy love and the emulation th 
beareſt thoſe innocent victims, thou condemnedſt thy fleſh 
that time to dreadful torments. For a life of few years whit 
thoſe infants ſacrificed to thine, thou preparedſt them 
eter ilfe by the death thou waſt to endure, and thou die 
already in them, by waiting till thou couldſt die for ther 
Thus it is, O Lord! that thou wouldſt not allow the marti 
ſuffering for thee, to ſuffer more than thee, ſince there 4 
none of them but whoſe ſufferings thou haſt felt with thy a 
Thou haſt alſo ordained, that by dying for thee, they ſhow 
have the conſolation of living in thee, and find in the 
temporal evils the aſſurance of an eternal happineſs. -Blelk 
for ever be thy infinite liberality; can we be poor with tha 
O my God! in whom we poſſeſs all the riches of divine los 


V. What a loſs is it to me, miſerable that I am, when 14 
from the croſs to indulge my body! Faſting grieves 
prayer wearies me, ſolitude vexes me, and filence afflicts n 
'T am impatient in pain, weak in temptations, and attach 
to ſenſual pleaſures. I can leave nothing for thee, and wha 
give thee I reckon for loſt. I dare not oppoſe my py 


Contemplation on TX. Suffering. 133 
am afraid of what gives me the leaſt trouble; and whatever 
onſtrains my Hberty dejects my courage. O heart of ice! 
emifs and ungratefal foul! How far am 1 from being willin 
o die for thee, O my God! and from envying the happineſs 
or thoſe who give their lives to thee? Is it thus I return thy 
ove? I ſee neither drawn fword, nor martrydom to ſuffer, 
ind yet T tremble. I fly at the fight of a ſmall inconveniency: 
ow then ſhould I ſhed my blood for thee? Behold, O Lord 
that he is whom thou loveſt, fot whom thou ſuffereft, and for 
rhom thou art willing to give thy life. 1 35 | 


Have mercy on me, O my God! excite my zeal, ſupport my 
eakneſs, Taife up my dejected courage, give me ſtrength to 
car the pain which is found in the practice of virtues, in the 
nortification of the body, and in the exerciſe of thy love. 
emember, O Lord! that thou haſt ſaid; <wwithour me ye can do 
thing, John xy. 5. Alas! thou ſeeſt in the bottom of my heart 
he truth of thy wortls. How many times, in diſcovering to 
e the dangers to which I am expoſed, haſt thou interiorly 
dmoniſhed me to be upon my guard, to diſtruſt myſelf, and 
> ſeparate myſelf from pleaſures. But I am ſuch a ſlave to 
y paſſions, ſo fixed to my diſorders, that for fear of forſaking . 
em, I become deaf to thy voice. If at any time I have a 
ind to ſhake off this ſhameful'ſlavery, I wiſh it might not be 
dſoon ; and even when TI have reſolved to do it, T am more 
raid of the pain of ſeparation, than of the misfortune of 
ttachment: ſtrange illufion ! deplorable blindneſs ! whic 

lakes me afraid of my own ſalvation. . 


Succour me therefore, O thou ſtrength of my ſoul! and 
reak my chains; but delay not, left my enemy ſay, I have 
evailed againſt him. Thou openeft thy hand, O Lord! and fillef 
ery living creature with bleſſing. Who ſendeſt forth thy light 
1 thy truth, Pſ. xii. 5. cxliv. 16. xlii. 3. who giveſt ſtrength 
the weak, and victory to thoſe that are overcome: remember 
at weak and miſerable as I am, I am no leſs thine, than all 
y other creatures. Remember that when thou cameſt to 
ek the loſt ſheep, thou waſt not content to ſend it back again 
d the flock, thou carriedſt it thither thyſelf; becauſe it was 


en Ine too far from thence to be able to return. I am that 
es Mfeep, ſeck me, O divine ſhepherd ! for I have gone aſtray; 
Os mid me out, for I am loſt; carry me, for I am weak, and 


ng me back into thy fold. 
VI. Whence 
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VI. Whence comes it, O Lord! that Herod imagines he ea 
not preſerve his crown but by depriving thee of life? Wh 
will he put ſo many children to death, aſſuring himſelf the 
thou wilt be one of them? He will therefore neither lin 
nor reign with thee, who art the omnipotent king, the maſk 
of life and kingdoms. But, alas! the more I deteſt H 
and his cruelty, the more I condemn myſelf. Thou knoweſt,( 
Lord! whether I reſemble him; and perhaps thou ſeeſt 
me the ſame diſpoſitions to fin, that were in him, tho' I hay 
no ſhare in the murder of the innocents. 


How. often have I been willing to preſerve my own reput 
tion by deſtroying that of my neighbour, whom thou halt fa 
bidden me to hurt ! How many times, contrary to thy law a 
doctrine, have I endeavoured to pleaſe a friend, in view of n 
own intereſt, by flattering: him in the wrong, prejudicing ti 
truth, and perſecuting virtue! How many graces have I ſtil 
in my foul! O infinite goodneſs ! thou ſeeſt daily an infin 
of ſuch like diforders, and thou beareſt with them. The e 
ployment of worldlings, is to violate thy law, to ruin vim 
and to deſtroy ſouls; they apply thereto their whole mind, 
their care, and induſtry; and I permit myſelf to be carr 
away by that torrent. I forget thee, O my God ! I ama gre 
er homicide of myſelf, than Herod was of the innocents; al 
in the diſorder into which my paſſions throw me, I don 
perceive any more than he did, that thou eſcapeſt me, and tl 
I loſe thee. I imagine I can live, act, and ſupport my 
without thee, who art the life, ſtrength, and ſupport of: 
creatures. Thou art willing to make me reign, and to en 
me by the poverty of ſpirit; and I deſtroy it in myſelii 
the defire of being rich. Thou wouldſt aggrandize me by hun 
lity, and J reject it by an inclination of becoming gt 
Thou wouldſt conduct me to glory by patience, and Ian 
patience by the love of glory. dthe 


I am contrary to thee in all things, O my Saviour! Maut 
methinks I am afraid, as well as Herod, of meeting with th. gde 
nevertheleſs how poor, miſerable, abandoned, and re 
from eternal life and true happineſs, am ] without thee! ha; ; 
mercy on me, O my God! and permit me not to follow ther 
defires; give me not what I deſire, but what is convenient! ing 
me. Ah, Lord! rather the death of the innocents, t - k tc 
life of Herod! May I begin this day to die to myſelf, and fro 
live in thee. Inſpire me with the love of thy law, eſteem: /, 
thy doctrine, and ſubmiſhon to thy will, May my gre 
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ire be to nouriſh myſelf with what thou teacheſt me, to 
-d my blood for what thou com mandeſt me, to live by thee, and 
die for thee. Put an end to my miſeries, O Lord! for they 
nnot have an end but by thee. Let me wiſh neither for 
ht, nor ſtrength, nor life but to love and ſerve thee. It is 
leſs glorious to thee, O thou God of my ſoul! to fill thy 
aſe with converted ſinners, than with martyrs and innocents; 
rify thyſelf therefore in me, O my Saviour! in. drawing. 
> to thee by the odour of thy perfumes and divine virtues; 
netrate the bottom of my heart, and inflame it with thy 
e; make it hate the world, and burn continually with the 

ire of poſſeſſing thee. | 2 4 . 


O moſt bleſſed mother of God! O ſure refuge of finners ! 
o have always lived in Chriſt and for Chriſt ; raiſe up again 
your interceſſion, my ſoul dead with ſin. And ye bleſſed 
rits, who by the power and goodneſs of that divine Saviour, 
zu with him, obtain that his love may reign in me, and 
it I may reign eternally with you. Amen. 


—— —— — 


e 
| * 


X. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
| His obedience. 


FT ER the death of Herod, and of thoſe who deſigned to 
put Jeſus to death, Joſeph, admoniſhed by an angel, 
parted from Egypt to return into Judea with the child and 
ther ; but having underſtood that Archelaus reigned there, 
his father's ſtead, he ſtopped at Nazareth, a city of Galyee, 
auſe he was afraid leſt Archelaus being heir of his father's 
gdom, ſhould be alſo that of his cruelty. As Jaſeph and 
ry went every year to the temple of Jeruſalem according to 
ds command, Jeſus being then twelve years of age, going 
ther along with them, they loſt him in the temple, where 
ing found him at laſt after three days, they brought him 
Kto Nazareth. The goſpel mentions nothing of what he 
from that time to the goth year af his age, but that he 
ſualject to them; and that ſubmiſſion is the abridgment of 
| his 
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his life and doctrine, the caufe of all his labours, and acconl 
ing to the apoſtle St. Paul, the origin of all his glory. He will 
came obedient, ſays he, to death, even to the death of the croſs." | 
which cauſe God alſo exalted him, and hath given him a name, ul 
is above every name, Philip. ii. 8,9. 


- The firſt of his words related in the goſpel, is a word of gf 
dience. Did you not kyow, ſaid he to his blefled mother, tha 
muſt be employed about the things that are my father's, Luke ii. 
And he would not have us know any thing elſe of the f 
thirty years of his life, but that he was /ubjef-to them, whom | 
father had given him for his ſuperiors. + | 


When he began to live amongſt men, his common difcourh 
were, that I am come from heaven, not to do my will, but the ill 
him that ſent me John, vi. 38. ; my food is, that I do the will of | 
that ſent me, iv. 24. ; my doctrine is not mine, but of him that ſent 
Vii. 16.; that the cup which he was to drink for us, was th 
which his father had given tum, xviii. 11. And the laſt wal 
which he pronounced, being ready to expire on the em 
were; it is conſummated, Xix. 30. inio thy hands I commend my ſpin 
Luke xxiii. 46; that is, I have accompliſhed, father, 
that thou haſt commanded me; and I leave, by dying, tot} 
diſpoſal, my life, death, and merits, and their application. 


II. There are no expreſſions that can explain whatt 
dependance was wherein our Saviour lived and died. F 
that reaſon it is that St. Luke has ſhewn in one word th 
obedience of thirty years, which he could not expreſs in mag 
and which the other evangeliſts have not mentioned: for v 
can comprehend the perfection wherewith Mary and % 
preſumed to command Chriff,, and that with which he obe) 
them; the reſpect and humility of the bleſſed virgin 
regard of him who was her ſon and her God; and the difhc 
ſhe had to command him? She commanded bim neyerthel 
as his mother, becauſe ſhe knew that God would have iti 
and that in commanding the ſon ſhe obeyed the fath 
Joſeph, as the head of the family, was reſpected by the moi 
and fon, and that ſuperiority infinitely humbled him. G 
obeyed them both in filence, with reſpect and joy, as thi 
who held the place to him of God his father. Behold wi 
out doubt the moſt perfect obedience that ever was practi 
in heaven or on earth. : 
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And yet all theſe wonders were hiden from the eyes of men : 
o/eph and Mary appeared only to the public prudent and mo- 
lerate parents, and Chriſt an obedient fon. In private they 
ery regularly obſerved the law of God, and lived according to 
heir condition, by their hand-labour. Our Saviour wrought 
rich St. Joſeph, and affiſted him in all things, as far as his 
ige and ſtrength could permit him. God alone knows with 
chat ſentiments the father and mother received the ſervices of 
uch a ſon, whom they knew to be their. creator: they admir- 
d his humility, obedience, and application to labour; and 
amiliarity did not in the leaſt diminiſſ in them that pro- 
ound refpe& which they had for him, whom they commanded 
nly in obedience to God. They learnt from his divine mouth 
he ſecrets of heavenly doctrine, which he. communicated to 
hem frequently in obedience to their commands. At the 
nd of their work, they retired to pray; but what muſt theit 
rayer have been, in the preſence of him who was their God 
nd what abundance of graces did they not receive therein ! 
t was an admirable thing to ſee God ſubject to his own crea- 
crofWure, the eternal word to a carpenter, and the ſovereign ma- 
ty to the moſt abject employments of a poor cottage. 


Thoſe who obey others in the world, have always ſome 


ion. Wopes of becoming maſters themfelves, after having obeyed a 


at ¶ Necompence, the ſon the ſucceſfion of his father. But Ch: iſt 
new he ſhould not depart from the obedience of Mary ad 
oeph, but to enter again into that of his eternal father, which 
man - to coſt him his life, and end only by the death of the 
r rols. | | 


obe During the three years that he manifeſted himſelf to the world 
his doctrine and miracles, he never afſumed to himſelf the 
feu ry of them, but referred all to the power and wiſdom of 
rtheihis father who had ſent him; to teach the grandees of the 
e it World, that in the higheſt ſtations, they oaght not to forget 
eir dependance on God whoſe ſervants they are, even when 
money command other men. In fine; our Saviour obeyed with 
perfect ſubmiſſion unjuſt judges, an idolatrous prefide nt, 
s and cruel miniſters, as ſuperiors whom his father had appoint- 
d wu him for that time. His example ſhews us, that to obey well 
race muſt regard in thoſe who command us, neither age, 
apacity, merit, talents, nor virtue itſelf; but only him whoſe 
lace they hold towards us. | 
III. If 


ertain time. The flave hopes for his liberty, the ſervant his 


a 
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III. If we contider attentively this model of all perfection 
we ſhall alſo diſcover, that as God has included the whole ob 
ſervance of the law in charity, he has alſo reduced the what 
proof of charity to the practice of obedience: F you love w 
ſays he, keep my commandments—He that hath my commandment 
and keepeth them, he it is, that loueth me—He that lovethi me 1 
keepeth not my words, Jo. xiv. 15. 21. 24. So that we do ng 
pleaſe God if we love him not, and we love him not if w 
do not obey him. Love and obedience produce the ſang 
effects, and have the ſame reward ; the want of either is equal 
ly puniſhed, and ſtands in need of the ſame remedy; obeds 
ence encreaſes by love, and love is perfected by obedience 
Love ſanctifies the ſoul, unites it to God, and obtains it th 
favours of heaven; but obedience confirms and ſecures the 
poſſeſſion of them. By diſobedience love is loſt, and ali 
temporal and ſpiritual puniſhments incurred : obedience ( 
the contrary re- eſtabliſhes love, and reconciles us to God. | 
fine, all chriſtian wiſdom ſeems to be included in this virtu 
Therefore, tho' the tree which God had forbidden Adam thi 
fruit of was called the tree of knowledge, yet it was not b 
cauſe Adam, by the eating of that fruit, was to become max 
knowing, according to the ſerpent's falſe promiſe, but perhay 
becauſe by abſtaining from the fruit of that tree in the ſpin 
of obedience, he would have acquired a new degree of light 
for to know how to fin is not a knowledge, but an ignorang 
and blindneſs. He is the beſt inſtructed who knows god 
without the experience of evil; and who, knowing evil on 
by its oppolition to good, knows it without danger, and asfi 
as it is neceſſary for avoiding it. 


Which made St. Auguſtin ſay, that God could not teach 
better what obedience is, than by forbidding our firſt parent 
a thing which appeared of ſmall conſequence, which was 1 
bad in itſelf, and which might even be good. We comp 
hend thereby that the perfection of this virtue conſiſts no Ml 
in omitting good forbidden, than in doing that which is col 
manded ; and that its value is in itſelf, and not in its objed 
The wiſdom of a chriſtian conſiſts in obedience; and then 
fore it is that David begged it ſo often of God: Teach: ne, 
Lord! ſaid he, to do thy will, becauſe thou art my God. One tht 
I have aſked of our Lord, this will I ſeek for, that I may dwell in 
houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, as a faithful ſervant, thi 
knows and does the will of his maſter. P/. cxlii. 1 


xxvi. 7. W. 1 
IV. Di 


— 
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IV. Diſobedienee proceeds common m thr iforied 
CGurces. The firſt is the eſteem of otitfelyes, which, hothife 
ſe but a blindneſs of the ſoul, that, hihdering us from ſee- 
ing our own weakneſſes, makes us impatienitly bear in another 
he ſuperiority Which we think ourſelves worthy bf; this pręe. 
umption precipitated Lucifer into hell, and the contrary virttie 
xalted the bleſſed virgin to the dignity of mother of God. 
tis to oppoſe ſo great an evil, that the ſaints have armed 
themſelves with Hedience, fubmitted themſelves to every one, 
ave always choſe tather to do the will of others than their 
wn, and to humble human pride in them, have obeyed even 
hoſe who had no right to command them. They interior 
ſteemed themſelves unworthy of living among the ſetyan 

f God, regarding them all as their ſuperiors; and, becauſe 
hat humility of heart is not acquired without great paltis, they 
tegged it continually of God by fervent prayers. r 


The fecond ſource of diſobedience is the attachment to 
ur own ſenſe, which is always attended with obſtinacy and 
ride; and ſo difficult to be healed, that it is rare to find men 


nan whom the divine light has diſpelled the vapour which 
na uſcs ſuch a dangerous infatuation : for it is from thence 
pl eat herefies and ſchiſms ſpring up in the church, rebellions in 
ebe tes, troubles and diforders in religious communities: this 


4 


Iſo obliged the ſaints to engage themſelves by vow to obey ano- 
et man, though he was no better than themſelves, to bridle 
y that means the diſorders of their own judgment, and to 
xpel by that remedy, tho' bitter, ſo dreadful a poifoh. As the 
re of this evil muſt come from heaven, we ought alfo to beg 
of God, and to endeavour at the ſame time to repreſs in our- 
Ives the ſpirit of contradiction, to keep out reaſon under a 
it ſilence, to deſpiſe ourfelves interiorly, not to prefer otir- 
lves to any one; to be perſuaded that God communicates his 
ght to ſuperiors ; that he aſſiſts them with a particular pro- 
tion, and that it is better without com pariſon to ſubmit 
ſelves for the love of God to the will of ariorther, chan to 


| . ** 0 
dose ourſelves to thoſe misfortunes which our own will en- 
v nes us in. | 1 
71 The third fource of this fault is the irregular affection 
- cf 27 thing whatſocver; for when we are poſſeſſed theresf, 


e commonly withdraw ourfelves from obedience, either for 
rown ſatisfaction, or to pleaſe thoſe we love; by this it was 
at Adam fell: he was not fo fooliſh as to flatter himſelf that 
e could become like God, or not to give credit to his mena- 
Vor. I. K ces; 
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ces; but the fear of diſpleaſing his wife, and the defire 4 
ſatisfying himſelf, rendered him diſobedient. 'Tis alſo f 
'remedying this evil that Chriſt tells us in the goſpel ; if « 
one will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his crofs, al 
follow me; me, who in the whole courſe of this mortal lij 
2 found neither pleaſure nor reſt in any thing but obed 


Mat. xvi. 24. 


V. Since this virtue is as it were the general remedy: of al 
.evils, we muſt not wonder if the ſcripture and holy fathe 
give it ſuch great encomiums. It is neceſſary every when 
for this viſible world ſubfiſts only 4 that ſubordination a 
dependance which God has eſtabliſhed amongſt the creatun 
of which it is compoſed. Empires, Republics, Armies, at 
all bodies are maintained only by order, and order is n 
obſerved without obedience ; therefore David having aſke 
Wherein doth a young man correct his way ? anſwers ra 
In keeping thy word I am delighted in the way of thy teſti 
as in all riches, This whole pſalm is full of the” ”" 
obedience, and of the bleflings it -procures us. Hans err ü 


9, 14. 


VI. Obedience may be conſidered with reſpect to three ſo 
of perſons. Firſt, with relation to thoſe who, by the duty 
their ſtate, command others. Secondly, with relation to tha 
who neither obey nor command any one. Thirdly, wi 
relation to thoſe who have made a vow of obedience. I 
firſt are expoſed to great dangers; but they have alſo gre 
occaſions of merit. The others walk more ſafely ; but . 
third are infinitely happy, when they know how to reliſh 
happineſs of their condition. All ought continually to ha 
regard to the law and will of God, as the compaſs-needle1 
regard to the polar-ſtar. 


Let thoſe who command propoſe to themſelves above! 
things to imitate the conduct of God, whoſe place they hon 
by employing the attractives of goodneſs and virtue rat 
than the ways of ſeverity, to make themſelves be obeyel 


nothing is more efficacious, either to good, or evil, than iy" 9 
example of a ſuperior. When nothing appears in him e. 
juſtice, without ſweetneſs or an inclination to pleaſe, infenah4t | 
have not a ſufficient eſteem for him, and eafily paſs from e 
_ contempt of the ſuperior to the contempt of obedience. M.“ 


theſe marks of virtue and goodneſs ought to be 4 
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God, fince ſuperiors are the miniſters of his will, and not the 
proprietors of their power. . | 


It is a deplorable blindneſs in thoſe who command, to 
regard the exerciſe of their power as a-good which is their own, 
and not as an obedience they pay to God. And now ye kings 
underfland, ſays David, take inſtruction you that judge the earth. 
rue the Lord in fear, in the ſtations wherein he has placed 
you, and rejoice in im with trembling, El. xi. 10, 11. you that 
are elevated above others, and placed, as one may ſay, 
between heaven and earth, confider yourſelves rather as the 
ervants of God, than ſuperiors of men : embrace diſcipline, leſt 
ometime our Lord be wroth, and you periſh out of the ju way, 
xi. 12. For thoſe who are placed above others, unleſs 
hey take great care to preſerve themſelves -in (humility, 
ommonly fall into the fault of aſcribing all to themſelves, 
pf defiring to be applauded for every thing they do, of 
elieving they are deprived of the honour that is not paid to 
hem, and of being offended with every thing that is not done 
or them. - Thus they take amiſs the counſels that are given 
hem, becauſe they imagine that proceeds from a diffidenee of 
heir prudence : and are aſhamed to follow the knowledge 
hich they are not the authors of. If in the accompliſhment 
f their duty they ſought only the will and ſervice of God, 
Y by would hear all good counſels joyfully, from what quarter 
Whoever they came, and would chuſe much rather to be allſiod, 
han applauded, by every one. 


Thoſe: that live without command and independently are 
ee from thoſe faults, and their whole obedience conſiſts in 
e obſervance of the will of God. But, alas! fo little 
gard is had thereto in this our age, that he who makes it 
e rule of his conduct, paſſes for an extraordinary, fingular, 
uſtere, unſociable, and extravagant perſon. We ought to 
ve, ſay they, like others, and follow only the common ways; 
ut this life and theſe ways proceed from the prudence of the 
e which according to the apoſtle, Rom. viii. 6..:s death, and 
om the wiſdom of this world, which is folly with God. 1. Cor. 
1.9. The fleſh kills us, becauſe it deprives us of the life of 
race; and the world deceives us, becauſe all its maxims are 
ut vanity and illuhon. True prudence is to live according to 
e law of God: for much better is obedience, ſays the wiſe man, 
an victims, Eecl. iv. 17. and he who is ſubject to God in all 
ings, offers him a continual and always * holocauſt. 
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' thereby into the houſe of God. We ought therefore to ol 


much better, than that whoſe ſuperior is holy, and ſubje 


St. Peter commands us to be /ſubjef to every human creature 


love of God. 
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VII. The obedience of the religious is imperfect, if thy 
join not to the exterior of what is commanded them, the yi 
of obeying, and the ſubmiſhon of their own judgment. The 
who are arrived at that purity and ſimplicity of obediet 
which makes them regard the order of their ſuperior as th 
will of God, enjoy a continual peace; but he who behaves 
ſuch a manner as to admit of no commands but ſuch as K 
pleaſes, who examines and judges his ſuperior, who in h 
obeying has more regard to the will of man, than to that ( 
God, ought not to flatter himſelf that his obedience is true. 


Thus it is a moſt prudent counſel for all thoſe that ca 
ſecrate themſelves to God in a religious life, not to place tha 
conſolation in a natural attachment to their ſuperior, nor 
perform out of human friendſhip, what ought to be done or 
out of divine charity. For beſides that it is not obeyiy 
holily, when we obey a friend only, this falſe obedience is; 
the ſource of a thouſand diſorders in communities: as it 
founded only on felf-love, it commonly produces murmuring 
parties, diſſenſions, and makes the ſpirit of the world ent 


every ſuperior whatſoever indifferently, whether good or bat 
if he is leſs favourable to us, our obedience will be the mot 
pure. A regular community compoſed of ſubjects pioul 
ſubmiſſive, and of a ſuperior without virtue, will always! 


diſobedient. Such is the obedience which Chriſt has taught 
by telling the Jews, Mat. xxiii. 2, 3. The Scribes and Phil 
have ſat on the chair of Moſes : obſerve therefore and do all what) 
ever they fhall ſay to you but do not according to their works; al 


God's ſake———no0t only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the frown 
1 Pet. xi. 13. 18. and herein conſiſts the perfection of ti 


virtue: from whence we may draw theſe three maxims 
important for the religious. 


The firſt, that he who ſeeks to do his own will, or endeavo 
to bring that of his ſuperior thereto, has neither the peace n 
merit of obedience. The ſecond, that in a religious fiat 
there is neither holy zeal, nor virtuous prudence, if both it 
not founded upon a perfect ſubmiſſion to the rule and ſupe 
ors, in every thing that is not contrary to the law of Ua 
The third, that whoſoever defires to find that internal peat 
promiſed to the truly obedient, ought to obey man for ti 


C ON 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift in his obedience. 


SOVEREIGN majeſty, omnipotent God, my Lord and 
() Creator! from whence comes it that thou vouchſafeſt 
o have a continual commerce with thy miſerable creature, 
and that thou canſt not like it to have any other rule or con- 
duct but thy will? What am I in thy preſence, O my God 
and how dare I ſo much as lift up my eyes towards thee to 
live into thy defigns and receive thy orders? It would be 
2nough for me that thou ſhouldſt order me to live amongſt 
beaſts; to learn from the worms of the earth, that humility 
hich is ſo neceflary for me; from the ant, that care which is 
profitable for me; and from the moſt ſtupid animals pati- 
nee and obedience : theſe are maſters proportioned to my 
baſeneſs. Why wilt thou have me then, O Lord! to look up 
o thy majeſty? It was for this preſumption that Adam fell, 
ind loft his innocence : the angels were caſt down into hell, 
or having reſolyed to be equal to thee; and Judas was loſt, - 
becauſe he was not content with being among thy followers. 
[he earth is the place which belongs to me, O my God! it 
s my mother, from it thy hands formed me, it is my reſidence 
ind true abode, 


O infinite wiſdom ! though thou haſt formed me of clay, 

hou haſt made me for thyſelf, thou haſt taken me out of the 
WEarth, not that I ſhould fall into it again, but becauſe thou 
r pleaſed to live in my foul, which thou haſt inclofed with- 
n this earthly body. Thou wilt be my wiſdom and. light, 
pr diſcovering thy mercies to me, and for ſhewing me thy 
ill; that by endeavouring to imitate what I perceive in thee, 
may elevate myſelf above myſelf, and not remain always 
lunged in my original mire. Thou youchſafeſt to abide in 
ne as in thy own houſe, and to leave nothing in it but what 
ſubject and pleaſing to thee. I adore thee, O divine maſter ! 
ach me what thou wouldſt have me to know, and ſuffer me 
ot to know any thing elſe; guide my ſteps, my ſenſes, my 
owers, affections, deſires, and reaſon; and let thy will be 
one in me, as it is done in heayen. 


Thou 


1 
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Thou haſt given me a material body, and a ſpiritual ſoul; 
and haſt commanded that both ſhould equally obey thee 
The angels are no leſs ſubjeQ to thee than the ſmalleſt worms; 
nor the terreſtrial bodies than the celeſtial. Let the ſame 
order be obſerved in me, O Lord! let my ſpirit and fleſh rejoice 
in thee; and let every thing within me be equally ſubject u 
thee. Since thou requireſt of me a perfect obedience, permit 
not this clay ever to oppoſe what thou defirgſt of my 
foul. | | 


II. Tis thy will, O Lord! And thou haſt created our natur 
in this ſo perfect an order: but, O heavenly phyfician ! I mu 
here diſcover my wounds and infirmities to thee. The lay 
of fin lives in me, and refiſts thy will. I believe by fait 
what thou teacheſt me, but when I am to accompliſh it, I fn 
myſelf ſo weak, that TI yield to the defires of the fleſh. * The 
world calls me; and though I plainly know that whatever t 
offers me is nothing but deceit, yet I follow it. Vanity allurg 
me by a thouſand falſe promiſes, and J believe it. Pleafun 
ſolicits me by poiſoned ſweetneſs, and I give ear to it- 
My diſorderly inclinations importune me, and I ſuffer myſell 
to be hurried away thereby. Thou calleſt me, O my God! 
on the other hand by the attractive motions of thy grace, an 
the pure light of thy truth, and I refuſe to obey thee. The 
thy voice, but come not to thee. Thou encourageſt me, ant 
yet I am flack. Thou hearteneſt me again, and J am fit 
afraid. Thou draweſt me, and ] reſiſt thee. I ſee my failig 
and do not amend them. I am ſenfible of the danger I am is 
and continue in it. Kea . 


How deplorable is this ſtate, and how worthy my extrem 
miſery of thy compaſſion? I fear thee, O Lord! and I f. 


myſelf. My vicious habits, and thy holy law torment n ph 
almoſt equally ; the things which thou requireſt of me, al 1 
thoſe which I have hitherto loved rend my heart, and yet le. 
neither forſake myſelf nor ſeek thee. - O Prince of peace! OF" 
divine deliverer, quell this inteſtine war, deliver me from til * 
torment, break my bonds, that all may be re- united in me Tn 
Sacrifice to thee a ſacrifice of praiſe, and that I may be entirely thin x . 
Pſalm exv. 17. Since thou granteſt me the grace of knowil 


the danger I am in, grant me alſo that of not loſing 'the ligne 
which thou giveſt me, of not relapſing into my former blunl | 
neſs, and of never ſleeping in that abyſs of fin, where thy volt 


is no longer heard, thy light is no longer ſeen, and - 
th 
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art the infinite wiſdom, and governeſt both thoſe wha com 
mand, and thoſe who-obey. | | | 


Be thou always before the eyes of my ſoul, O faithful miri 
of all virtues! that I may learn in thee to know and hate my. 
ſelf, ta imitate thee, and to waſh out all the ſtains of my lik 
by the imitation of thine, How can I by ſeeing (thee, ng 
ſubmit myſelf entirely to thy. will, and not even obey al 
creatures? What evil can there happen to me, though I ſhoulf 
put myſelf under the feet of every body for thy love? They 
it is, O Lord ! I ſhall find thee, and ſhall be like thee, why 
waſt trod under the feet of finners ; but if I exalt myſelf, Lok 
thee, becauſe thou hateſt the proud; and when we depan 
from humility, we always depart from thee. | 


Thou ſeeſt, O my God! how full I am of preſumption an 
vain eſteem of myſelf; from thence proceeds that confideng 
in my own knowledge, and tie to my own will, which hind 
me from ſubmitting myſelf to thoſe whom thou commande 
me to obey, makes me loſe interior peace, and is in me th 
ſource of an infinite number of fins. For my own judgment 
ſeduces me in a thouſand manners, ſometimes by the affedi 
ons of my heart, and the ſenſe of pleaſure ; ſometimes by ih 
motions of humour, indignation, and wrath ; . ſometimes h 
the falſe pomp of vanity; often by envy and intereſt ; ani 
always by that irregular inclination which proceeds from t 
corruption of the carnal man. 


When I would ſerve thee according to my own humout 
I begin to diſpleaſe thee ; becauſe by following my own ligt 
I forſake thine; and this is what renders my faults inexcu 
ble, my blindneſs more dangerous, and my wounds more il 
curable : for the more I depend upon myfelf, the leſs I Ke. 
myſelf, and the more guilty I am. Thou wouldft have n 
to poſſeſs my ſoul, and find a folid peace in my ſubmi 
fon; and I ſeek trouble in my-own will. Thou art wi 
ing to protect me by obedience, and I expoſe myſelt,9 
diſobeying, to all the deſigns of my enemies. When I reli 
myſelf to the conduct of others, thou takeſt mine upon thyſel 
and yet I chuſe rather, by withdrawing from obedience, 1 
take upon myſelf the whole account I am to give thee. er 
if thou entereſt into judgment with thy ſervant, O my ee 
and ſovereign judge! what ſhall become of me? What ſhi 
be the lot of this earthly man, full of miſeries and fin! E 


may indeed deceive myſelf; but I cannot deceive thy — ow 
wild) 
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vviſdom. Convert me therefore, O Lord! and humble my 
pride, before the day of thy wrath. 4 K LH FAGvE 


Thou knoweſt how dangerous it is for man to live accordin 

to his own will; for that reaſon thou haſt been pleaſed that 
the children of Adam ſhould be diffident of their own light, 
and ſhould receive thine through the channel of obedience. 
Thou enlighteneſt the ſubmithve, affiſteſt the humble, and 


u eſiſteſt the proud: when 1 obey for the love of thee, I am 
ben ure of pleaſing thee ; and thou never permitteſt me to 
whlMaſtray, in following the conduct of others by a defire of imi- 


zating thee. But if Jam aſhamed of ſubmitting myſelf, and 
prefer my own will to that of others, who ſhall aſſure me that 
| accomplifh thine ? | | 


When I abound in my own ſenſe, I often ſcandaliſe my 
neighbour, I deſpiſe him and admire myſelf; I flatter myſelf 
ith being wife, and I know not myſelf; I think I walk in 
afety, and I behold not the precipices which ſurround me; I 
ontinue abandoned to myſelf, deprived of thy help and 
meu icht; and I am unconcerned amidſt ſo many ſubjects of fear. 

ny Lord and my God ! who art ſtill willing to be my ſavi- 
pur and ſalvation, thou knoweſt that preſumption, vain- glory. 


es , and ſelf-will are the cauſe of my ruin; pluck from my heart 
; anole corrupt roots, teach me to have recourſe to thee with a 
n thiWincere defire of my eure, fince thou alone art my remedy, and 


ince thou alone can heal the wounds of my foul. 


mou IV. Teach me, O heavenly maſter ! the value of this virtue 
hich is ſo dear to thee, which attended thee every where, 
ind made thee obey without reſiſtance, not only thy blefled 
re Unother and St. Jo/eph, but alſo the unjuſt judges who con- 
lemned thee, and the executioners who crucifed thee. 
e hen they demanded thy hands to load them with chains, 

lou gaveſt them. When they commanded thee to take or 
ut off thy garment, thou didſt fo. When thou waſt obliged 
) fit down to be derided, thou compliedſt. When they pre- 
 reliWented thee with gall and vinegar, thou didſt taſte of it. 
hen they ordered thee to extend thyſelf upon the croſs, 
hou obeyedſt them, and thou fulfilledſt the will of thy perſecu- 
ors, as if the eternal father had ſpoken to thee by their 
nouths. 


FF" \ 
fin? WI How thy virtues praiſe thee, O Lord of heaven and earth! 
inflow the angels and ſaints glorify thee, how all the powers of 


viſdon) ſoul bleſs thee! Why am I not tranſported with love and 
; admiration 
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admiration at the fight of thoſe, ſo pure truths which thoy 
teacheſt me! Thou hateſt the finner, becauſe he is unjuſt; 
and thou wilt have me to obey him; thou condemneſt injuſtice 
and thou requireſt me to ſubmit thereto. Why ſo, O my God 
but to make me comprehend that I ought not to regard in hin 
who commands me any other ſuperior but thee; nor any 
other will but thine. er OE e | 


How difficult is it for me, O Lord! to enter into the holy 
freedom of thy children, fince I love the ſlavery of my bling 
and diſorderly will! If thou exacteſt painful and troubleſom 
things of me, what ill can befal me from thence, fince it i 
thou who recommendeſt them to me? If I beheld thee with 
my eyes, and were aſſured that thou thyſelf declaredſt thy 
will to me, with what readineſs would I not obey thee! 
and if it be certain, as I cannot doubt of it, that thou govern: 
eſt all things in heaven and earth, what ſignifies it to me hy 
whom I learn thy will, whether by an angel or a devil, by; 
ſaint or by a wicked man ? * 


Ah, Lord! thou ſeeſt the bottom of my heart, and th. 
knoweſt I loſe interior peace, when I diſtinguiſh betweet a 
thoſe that command me. Grant me grace to conſider nothiq ., 
in them but thee alone, and to reſign myſelf entirely to . 
conduct of thy providence. For then although thou ſhould 
ſubject me to my cruelleſt enemies, thou wouldſt guide thei . 
heart and mouth, and they ſhould command me nothing 4 
but what would be profitable for me. 


If thou ſhouldſt give me a ſuperior that were unjuſt, wicked 
or my enemy; thou wouldſt turn all his malice to my advat: 
tage, and whilſt he ſhould ruin himſelf by his bad intent 
ons, I ſhould ſave myſelf by the ſincerity of my ohe he 
ENCE. | My 


I caſt myſelf therefore at thy feet, O thou God of my foul, | 
conduct me by what way thou pleaſeſt ; govern me by who 
thou wilt, ſince thou art continually in all things, and i 
every perſon, my ſuperior director and maſter. Tho 


* 


knoweſt, loveſt, and guideſt me by that knowledge and los 
let it be through what inſtrument it will. 


Whatever creature commands me, and however deſpicabk 
he may be, I am ſtill unworthy of receiving thy orders. bf 
him, and there is none fo wicked but to whom I may julli 


ſubmit myſelf But grant, O Lord! that in obeying him, 
ma) 


Contemplation on X. Suffering. 149 


nay obey thee alone, and conſider nothing but thy will in 
is, for thou art the father of mercies, and diſpoſeſt all things 
rith ſweetneſs and love. 


hin V. Hear me in this moment, O God of love ! and receive 
am he moſt humble prayer I make to thee. What thou requireſt 
\bove all things, is that I would obey thee, and the firſt thing 
hou commandeſt- me, is to love thee. Can I find there any 
eluctancy in obeying thee? No, my Lord! and I conjure thee 
o accept at preſent what I offer thee, and to confirm by thy 
race the proteſtation which my miſerable heart is about to 
nake thee. ' FF, 49 


I, a miſerable finner, in conſideration of that love where- 
ith thou haſt given thyſelf wholly to me, here make a public 
rofefſion of perpetual obedience to thy love. Receive, 
) divine love! theſe hands, theſe feet, theſe eyes, this tongue, 
U my ſenſes, my whole body, my will, memory, and under- 
tanding, the defires, fighs, intentions, and all the motions of 
ny ſoul. Receive, O Lord! all the hours, moments, and 
ccidents of my life, and my whole ſelf interior and exterior. 
hou haſt ſaid, that we can do nothing without thee; nor 
main with thee, but by the union of thy love. Ah! let 
hat love be then the ſuperior of thy creature; let it govern 
y ſenſes, powers, and actions; let it regulate my labour and 
ſt; let it make me go and ſtay where it pleaſes; let it reign 
ver me abſolutely; let it afflict and comfort me; let it humble 
nd exalt me; let it conſume my imperfections; let it keep 
y whole interior in dependence; let it recollect its diſſipation, 
xtend its narrowneſs, elevate its lowneſs, and fill its whole 
pace. O divine love! poſſeſs me wholly, and then do with 
e what thou wilt: plunge me into a ſea of ſuffering ; over- 
helm me with torments; for I ſhall fear nothing when I am 
ith thee ; and fince thou art more defirous of what I aſk thee, 
an I can be myſelf, transform me ſo into thee, that I may 
foul longer know nor find myſelf bur in thee. 


O moſt pure mother of God! the humbleſt and moſt 
bedient of all creatures! conſider the dreadful crimes my 
ide and diſobedience have engaged me in, and obtain for 
de of Chriſt your ſon and your God the grace of doin 
Iways his holy will. O bleſſed fpirits! who reign in a mo 
rrfect obedience, obtain for me that happy freedom wherein 
live, that being diſengaged from myſelf, I may no longer 
re any other will but that of rhe Lord, whom ye behold 
d adore for ever. Amen. 

| XI. SUFFER- 


XI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His Poverty. ne a 


INCE St. Luke, Acts i. 1. affirms, that Jeſus began 10 & 
and afterwards 79 teach, we ought to believe that þ 
practiſed: during thirty years of his life, all the perfectia 
which he taught in the three laſt, to ſerve as an example i 
all thoſe who are entruſted with the inſtruction of othen 
Words unaccompanied with deeds are ſoon defaced from th 
minds of the auditors, but they remain in God's remembran«yM: 
for the condemnation of thoſe maſters who perform not v.] 
they ſay : whereas being joined with actions, they are of gr 
weight before men, and very meritorious with God. For thi 
reaſon our Saviour, though he needed not the help of work" 
and was by himſelf worthy of all credit, employed muy 
more time in practiſing virtue, than in teaching it; becauk 
he would teach us the ſmall eſteem that thoſe deſerve wh 
pretend to acquire the authority of being believed, not h 
the examples of their lives, but by the quality of their perſon 
As they attribute to themfelves what belongs to God alone, | 
commonly happens by a juſt judgment, that at the fan 
time their lives are rejected by Ga, and their perſons deſpii 
by men: and though this contempt appears not alws 
publicly, the reputation which remains to them is but a wel 
ſupport againſt the reproaches of their own conſcience. 


Mm > oy FRA. 


We may know by all that Chriſt preached in the lat al 
years of his life, what he practiſed in the former; and as 7 
ſermon on the mount is an abſtract of his doctrine, 2 
which he began by the praiſe of poverty, whereto he git lf 
the firſt place in the evangelical perfection, we have rea, 
to conclude how much he loved the practice of this virtue. 0 


IT. Though he was the 4 of glory, and poſſeſſed all 
treaſures of heaven and earth, he was pleaſed to be poor " 


love of us. For his birth here on earth he made choice of a p 
place, which even belonged not to him; of a poor motid 
and of a poor mechanic for his reputed father: his firſt cout 
tiers were poor ſhepherds; and he was preſented in the temp# 
and redeemed as the pooreſt of men. The three laſt year! 
his life ke had not chere to lay his head, being poorer *. 

| or! 
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foxes, and birds of "the air, which have their holes and neſts, 
Mat. vii. 20. His diſciples gathered ears of corn, and rubbed 
them betwixt their hands, eating the grain thereof to appeaſe 
their hunger. Nothing could be found one day for himſelf 
and them but five barley loaves andtwo fifhes, John vi. 9. The 
apoſtles whom he choſe were poor, and he commanded thoſe 
hat were willing to follow him to give to the poor whatever 
hey poſſeſſed. He was content with the ſeamleſs garment 
rhich his blefſed mother had made him: In fine, he died 
aked upon the croſs, and was laid in a borrowed tomb. © 


It is eaſy to judge from the beginning and end of his life, 
hat the middle of it was: none but thoſe that feel the rigour 
f poverty, can comprehend what it coſt Jeſus Chriſt. His 


3 liet was poor, often bad, and ſuch as his parents could gain 
"With him by their hand- labour, being more applied to prayer 
* nd divine things, than in procuring the conveniencies of life. 


n a word, the King of the univerſe. deprived himſelf ſo of 
very thing, that he did not even reſerve his own body and 
ife, ſince he ſacrificed both for our ſalvation. = 145 


III. He would not have given us ſuch great examples of 
verty had it not been the baffs and foundation of chriſtian 
rfection. For the principal end of his docrine, was to 
indle in us the pure love of thoſe goods for which we were 
cated; and in that love he found the general remedy of out 
ils, which are all reduced to the oblivion of eternal things, 
nd the attachment to temporal ones. The heart of man is 
ften ſo taken up with them, that it neither believes nor hopes 
r any thing further; and refuſes its love to the only goods 
hich deſerve it by forſaking what can render it happy. 


The more it runs after thoſe falſe goods which corrupt it, 
e leſs it is ſatisfied; and they ferve only to deprive it of the 
liſn and eſteem of eternal goods: thus it falls from one evil 
to another; it divides itſelf to different objects, all incapable 
ſatisfying it, and abandons the only thing neceſſary, in 
hich re-uniting its whole love, it would find its repoſe, be 
livered from a thouſand difficulties, repair its interior loſſes, 
d be purified by the communication of the divine bleſſings 


bl which it was created. For the happineſs of the foul con- 
cou in the unity of its love, and its miſery. in the multiplicity 


its defires. Now it is poverty which diſengages us, and dif- 

ſes us to receive the riches of divine love, by depriving us 

an infinite number of amuſements. at 
Therefore 
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Therefore Chriſt, who according to his own teſtimony 
came upon earth to kindle the fire of divine love, amo 1 
the virtues that were to ſerve for the execution of his defy 
gave the firſt rank to poverty ; and made uſe of every thingy 
; perſuade us thereto, of examples, promiſes, and exhortation 
Seek firſt the kingdom of God, and his jufttce, ſays he to us, andd 
things ſhall be gruen you befides. Be not ſalicitous, ſaying : wh 
Hall we eat, or what ſhall we drink, or with what ſhall we 
cloathed ?————your father knows that you fland in need of all thi 
things. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
heaven. Mat. vi. 30, 31, 32. V. 3. St. Auguſtin, Ep. 1» 
gives to this virtue the name of humility,, becauſe it tears 
the root of pride in us, by deſtroying the. preſumption a 
vain confidence, which the proſperities of this world inſp 
us with. Tis alſo in this virtue, adds the ſame father, thi 
the firſt gift of the Holy Ghoſt confiſts; that is the gift of filid 
fear, which keeps the ſoul in a loving apprehenfion of beig 
ſeparated from God by fin, and preſerves it pure and fre 
from all attachment to the creature. 


{ 


U 


8 


IV. Religious orders are founded on this virtue; and thou 
they make uſe of different means, yet they have all the fam 
end, which is to ſeparate the heart from earthly affedtia 
which might poſfleſs the place of. divine love: but ama 
theſe orders, the church prefers thoſe which make profeſſion 
a ſtricter poverty, becauſe ſhe judges them richer in the love 
God, and more proper for preſerving it, 


The Model of all perfection, in whom are included all 
heavenly bleſſings, which we can poſſeſs or defire, was pleake 
to live and die poor on earth, that we might not be dazzl 
with the ſplendor of his riches, had he appeared in h 
grandeur; nor behold any thing in him but himſelf, as 
ſought nothing in us but our hearts. For, properly ſpeakig 
poverty of ſpirit is an interior diſengagement from mean al 
contemptible things, to be enriched with thoſe which can nent 
be ſufficiently eſteemed. 


Hence it is that the ſaints, who were illuminated by G 
- judged themſelves poor amidſt the riches of this world; a 
rich in the greateſt poverty: becauſe they were ſenſible 
themſelves that earthly goods, though they were all joint 
together, are incapable of —_ the heart of man; andt 
the ſpiritual goods which he poſſeſſes in God, are they ald 
wherewith the human heart can be ſatiated. Thus eyangel 
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,overty ought rather to be called plenty, than poverty; had 
ot our. Saviour, to make himſelf be underſtood, ſpoken the 


language of men. | 


We daily perceive. that no perſon: has a greater eſteem of 
rhat he does, than he who is capable of doing little; and 
hat on the contrary, he who can perform a great deal, is 
arely ſatisfied with his own work. The liberal man never 
hinks he gives enough, and the avaricious man believes he 
lways gives too much. The glutton looks upon one day's 
ling as a heroic action; and the paſſionate man imagines he 
akes a great ſacrifice, when he kills not him that has offended 
im. Thus the truly poor in ſpirit eſteems himſelf laviſh, 
ken he allows any thing to his neceſſity: the patient man 
inks himſelf paſſionate, when he is ſenſible of injuries: and 
e temperate believes himſelf guilty of gluttony, when he 
dends ſome- days without faſting : it is the ſame in other 
ings, becauſe the diſpoſition of our hearts is almoſt con- 
nually the rule of our judgments. | 


ou Thus when we feel in ourſelves any affection to temporal 
pods, we admire the poverty of St. Francis; whereas thoſe 
ho have taſted the ſpiritual ſweetneſs. of poverty, - are 
moi toniſhed that he did not extend it ſtill further. We look 
100pon poverty as a miſery, whilſt we are in love with riches; 
ove lift when we are full of divine love, we find in poverty 
cſtimable treaſures. | | 


V. There are in the church two ſorts of poor. The firſt in 
lealWc abundance of earthly wealth, have their hearts diſengaged 
om thence ; the others renounce it for ever, that they may 
in vc God with greater freedom. God has permitted, that 
as Nongſt the firſt ſort there ſhould be ſome perfect men; that 
| the one hand the religious might not be puffed up on 
mount of their poverty, and that on the other, the rich of 
nei world might be inexcuſable in the bad uſe of their 
bes. Thus Abraham was a perfect model of obedience in 
ndeur ; Suſanna a rare example of chaſtity in marriage; 
"Ugh heart was poor and diſengaged in the midſt of all his 
3 a S. 5 


join The rich who aſpire to poverty in ſpirit, have two extre- 
nd tics to fear, prodigality and avarice; but the latter is the 
alot odious: for the prodigal does good to many, but the 
; aricious does it to none, not even to himſelf; the one loves 
z0Ve to 
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to give, the other to receive: and our Saviour has ſaid; thy 
it is more bleſſed to give than to receive, Acts xx. 35: The prodig 
is leaſt attached to earthly wealth; and if he has other view 
the avaricious is not free from them, or at leaſt does ng 
avoid them out of the love of virtue; but for fear of expetcy 
The prodigal is leaſt remote from the Kingdom of God, anf 
he may be cured by depriving him of the inſtrument of hi 
diſorder; but the avaricious is inſatiable, and finds in his 
to worldly goods, an almoſt invincible obſtacle to his eh 
verfion. The prodigal child, cotrected by his own diſgtac 
returns to his father's houſe, and the avaricious rich may 
inſenfible to the miſeries of poor Lazarus, is buried in hell. 


Thoſe who have renounced the riches of this world by. 
religious profeſhon, ought to remember that the poor Jeſus 
their treaſure, and that in his poverty all their riches conf 
now in regard to thoſe who have thus offered up al witha 
reſerve in the ſincerity of their heart, Jeſus is that myſterig 
book written within and without, Apoc. v. 1. wherein theyre 
this excellent truth: but he is a book ſhut and ſealed wi 
ſeven ſeals, which can neither be opened nor read by tha 
whoſe ſacrifice is imperfect, and that commit theft upon 
holocauſt. Hence it is that they are often in as much troulf 
about the loſs or refuſal of a trifle, as an avaricious pe 
would be at the loſs of his treaſure; being ſo much 
further from the poverty of divine love, as they are- the | 
faithful in ſmall things. Unleſs the religious is a devout m 
he cannot be truly poor in ſpirit: it is prayer which ſeparalt 
him from the earth, and purifies his love: altho' he i 
ſatisfy his conſcience, by avoiding all property, he will net 
attain to evangelical poverty, nor reliſh the ſwgets there 
but by a communication with God, which deſtroys and cd 
fumes all terreſtrial affections. | 


The truly poor in ſpirit build in gold, filver, and precious fie 
according to the expreſſion of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. iii. 12. Whi 
others make houſes of nothing but wood, hay, and fut 
Both may be ſaved, but the laſt ſhall be ſo as by fire, as thi 
who are not ſaved from a great conflagration but by paſi 
through the midſt of the flames: for the fire ſhall try alle 
works, and whatever is earthly in them muſt neceſſarily 
conſumed, either by the fire of the love of God, or by that 
his juſtice. The figure of this world paſſes away, 1 Cor. vii. 
happy is the man who adheres to what is ſolid, and places 
heart where his true treaſure is. 5 


. CONTEMPLATION 

| | 

1 On Chrift in his poverty. 

| th Treaſure of celeſtial riches! O abundant ſource of all 
9 bleflings! O infinite happineſs of ſouls defiring thee ! 


) Jeſus, my God, my Lord, my King, my only good, and all 
ay greatneſs! Let my heart be fenfible, and my ſpirit know, 
y means of thy divine light, the deſigns of that eternal love. 
rant, O Lord! that I may love what thou giveſt me the 


by WW: nowledge of, and that my will being perfectly conformable 
us Wo thine, I may live ia thee, and thou in me. Immortal 
nil hanks be given thee, becauſe thou vouchſafeſt to be my riches 
hand felicity. I poſſeſs all in thee, and I poſſeſs it ſecurely : 


or thou art ſo high, that evil cannot reach thee; fo powerful, 
hat nothing can be wanting to thee; and ſo rich, that no 
iſery can be found where thou art. Thou poſſeſſeſt a thou- 
and times more riches than I can know; thou promiſeſt me 
more of them than I can defire ; and thy greatnefs is infinitely 


ou bove all that I can comprehend. 

Yer 

h Thou poſſeſſeſt in ſuch a manner every thing that can ren- 
ie er me happy, that I find nothing but miſery out of thee; 


mind fince thou art pleaſed it ſhould be ſo, O my God! how 
an I defire it ſhould be otherwiſe ? I accept, O Lord! of this 
> niWncomparable mercy ; teach me to deſire, love, and preſerve it. 
nen eparate my heart from the earth; take from my ſenſes the 

WF liſh of every thing that brings me not to thee; deliver my 
d cofWind from thoſe vanities which amuſe it; fill thou alone that 
pace which thou haſt made only for thyſelf, that thou mayeſt 
ein me what thou defireſt to be; and that I may ſigh after 
nd embrace none but thee, who art all my happineſs : but a 
appineſs which is wholly mine, great and certain. Thou 
t a good, fince thou art the ſoufbe of all goodnefs; thou art 
1s tha holly mine, fince thou refuſeſt me nothing of what thou art; 
hou art a great good, fince thou art a divine good; and thou 
all Mrt a certain good, fince nothing can take it from me unleſs 
wrily Wy am willing. | n 
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Let my whole interior thereſore be turned towards thee 
O my God! let all my powers be employed about thee, an 
let my whole ſoul be abſorbed in thee, tor I can never deſn 
a greater happineſs, nor even find any true one out of thee 
May thy love, O my God! take deep root in me, that the 
weight of the fleſh may not move it; that the torrent of thy 
world may not carry it away; and that no tempeſt may forg 
it out of my heart. For ſince thou art all my happine 
I have nothing further to defire, than that thou wouldſt defend 
me againſt what might ſeparate me from thee. 


II. Undoubtedly it is to induce me to this diſengagement 
that thou wouldſt not poſſeſs any thing in this world. Thy 
defign was, that in beholding thee I ſhould ſee nothing but the 
alone, to whom I owe all that I am, and who alone deſerve 
all my love. There is nothing in heaven or on earth by 
what is thine ; every thing is governed and directed therein 
by thy orders; this is a demeſne which thou canſt not alienate 
Although thou haſt employed, during thy mortal life, all ens 
tures in paying thee ſervice, thou wouldſt not have been man 
powerful thereby; and ſuch an example could have inſpin 
me with nothing but the defire of earthly goods. That 
wouldſt not make uſe ot them, though they were thy om 
in regard to my blindneſs and weakneſs. Thou walt bo 
poor, liveſt poor, and diedſt poor; and thou hadſt not fo mud 
as either where to lay thy head whilſt alive, or wherewith i 
be buried after death. If thou hadſt not whereof to eat, that 
- ſufferedſt hunger; if any thing was given thee, thou returned 
thanks for it as the poor do, and if it was refuſed thee, tho 
murmuredſt not. On Calvary they ſtript thee of thy cloatlh 
which were the booty of thoſe that crucified thee ; on the en 
thou waſt deprived of the ſmall comforts thou hadſt need of 
the exceſs of thy pains, and thou diedſt thereon eatirely 
ſigned and forſaken. | 


O Jeſus poor and abandoned! is it poſſible that thou 
in want of all things, and every thing is thine; but alſo da 
thou not want all things, that I might find nothing in thi 
but thyſelf? Thou leaveſt me thy humanity poor, nabe 
forſaken, and yet full of all the riches of the divinity. 
behold nothing in thee but God and man, the divine natu 
and ours; and thou ſheweſt me clearly in that ſo puredl 
union, that I ought to love thee purely, and live in thee witl 
out the mixture of any terreſtrial affection. I adore thy p 
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erty, O treaſure of eternal riches ! T adore thy infinite wiſdom,. 
nd thy deſigns of bereaving my ſoul of every thing but 
byſelf. | | | 


Fi 


III. Have mercy on me, O Lord! and grant to thy Ig 
reature the grace of poſſeſſing thee alone, and giving itſelf 
holly to thee. But, alas! wretch that I am, I let thee go, 
k what thou flieſt, ſubmit myſelf to what thou diſdaineſt, 
nd run after the meaneſt things with an inſatiate hunger; 
nd I am blind enough to think that I can find wherewith to 
itiate myſelf out of thee. What profit can I receive from 
cn. conveniencies of the body, which thou haſt rejected; the 
Tour of men which thou haſt deſpiſed ; the temporal goods 
che nich thou haſt renounced, and the pleaſures of the world 
rich thou haſt deprived thyſelf of? Thou, O Lord! to 
d dom all was due, and whom nothing could hurt, haſt pre- 
rred the privation of all theſe things to their abundance, 
y the love alone which thou hadſt for me; I think myſelf 
happy when I want them, and happy when I poſſeſs them 
en without thee. What blindneſs! what miſery | Theſe 
Tiſhable goods corrupt me, and I defire them; they make me 
ſe thy love, deprive me of thee, O my God! and of thy 
vine riches; and yet I eſteem myſelf rich when I poòſſeſs 
em, * and poor when I am without them. | 


What hinders me from loving and eſteeming thee as ! 
icht, O divine Jeſus! is the placing my love and eſteem 
| every thing thou haft judged unworthy of thine. But 
ou art not ſurrounded with any of thoſe things that I love, 
then ſhall I find thee in them? O infinite goodneſs ! who 
it not the death of a ſinner, but that he be converted and live 
was not with a deſign that I ſhould want any thing in thee, 
at thou waſt pleaſed to be poor, but to teach me that thou 
t ſufficient for me, and that I can be rich with thee alone. 
t thy poverty therefore operate in me what thou defireſt 
me. | | 


Thou ſceſt it, O Lord! that what I poſſeſs on earth affectio- 
tely, or earneſtly wiſh for, takes up my whole mind, 
ries away all my thoughts, and deſtroys my peace. 
lit Jam infatuated therewith, 1 forget thee, and am no 
ger able to pray, or adore thee in ſpirit and truth: I think 
more of my obligation of loving thee: I reject the graces 
ich thou offereſt me; and, what I cannot confeſs before 
L 2 thee, 
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thee, O my God! without an extreme confuſion, if I haveay 
weak defire of recurring to thee, I find myſelf ſo oppreſſed vi 
miſery, that I have not the ſtrength of lifting up my gx 
to heaven. I am tied down by a very trifle, a childi 
amuſement, or a fickly fancy. The leaſt pleaſure draws g 
away, although it has no ſolidity ; and I find nothing in 
but my mortal poiſon, and ſuch things as the devil makes 
of for withdrawing me from thee. But the height of my miſe 
is, that I do not ſo much as perceive the ſtate I am in, 1 

am ſenſible of the temptations and dangers whereto I expaj 
myſelf untilI am fallen into the precipice. Thou knoweſtn 
miſeries, O Lord! and thou alone canſt remedy them. 
Jeſus, poor and deſtitute of every thing, have pity on my þ 
yerty. Alas! it is not that which thou loveſt and requinf 
of me, on the contrary it is that which thou hateſt, ail 
whereby. I loſe thee. For I acknowledge how far I am frag 
that poverty of heart which ſanctified thy ſervants. - But ſud 
as I am, I caſt myſelf at thy feet; break off my chain 
looſe the bonds which bind me to the earth, and inſpire mt 
with ſacred horror of every thing that thou haſt deſpiſed i 
this life; re-unite in thyſelf alone all my defires, affection 
and thoughts. | | 


IV. O divine light! O thou only treaſure of my foul 
hearken to it, O Lord! and anſwer it interiorly. Speak to n 
O eternal Word ! and grant that I may defire nothing but whi 
thou wouldſt have me aſk of thee. But ſince poverty is ſode 
to thee, and thou wilt love nothing earthly, wilt thou not all 
reject the weak deſires of this heart, which has been 
long attached to the earth? My heart, wholly blind as1 
is, anſwers me, thou wilt not; and it would not gt 
me this anſwer, if thou didſt not inſpire it therewith. 
Yes, O my Saviour! it is to be alone with me that thou. h 
diveſted thyſelf of every thing elſe; and thou wilt be podl 
only that my heart may take the place with thee of eve 
thing thou forſakeſt. Thou defireſt to find in me thy foc 
cloathing, and repoſe; and I alone am ſufficient to thee! 
the privation of all creatures. In fine, thou art poor, that 
Poor hearts might hope to receive thee. Come then, O pa 
and divine Jeſus! enter into this poor heart, and ſay! 
longer, that thou haſt not where to lay thy head, for 14 
wholly ready to receive thee. | 


RememM 
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Remember, O Lord! that when thou waſt poor upon earth, 
publican invited thee'to eat with finners, who were as Tam, ' 
ery poor of thy riches ; that their company did not 
Whee ; and chat thou deſpiſedſt the murmurs of the proud rie 
tho condemned thee. 2 


Remember that Zacchieus the inner having deſired to ſee thee, 
hou invitedſt thyſelf to lodge at his houſe to ſatisfy him, and 
arriedſt a bleſſing thither. That Magdalen went to ſeek thee 
n the houſe of another ſinner, where ſhe was ſanctified ; and 
hou wenteſt afterwards to ſeek, her in her own. That bein 
inwilling to poſſeſs any thing in this world, thou invited 
Il thoſe that ſuffered and were afflifted, to come to thee, 
ith aſſurance of refreſhing them. Content with being de- 
rived of every thing elſe, thou requireſt nothing but the love 
our hearts. What hinders me then, O Lord! from finding 
ayour with thee ? | cath 


- 


Tis true, I am not worthy thou ſhouldſt enter into my ſoul ; 
but fince my unworthineſs has not hindered thee from calling 
e, it ought not to hinder me from following thee : and when 
hou ſaidſt that if I be exalted from the earth, I will draw all things 
0 myſelf, John xii. 32. thou didſt nor exclude me; draw me 
herefore, O my God! I am no leſs thine than Matthew, 
Laccheus, or Magdalen : and if I am ſtill more blind and miſe- 
able than they, the exceſs of my miſery is a reaſon for 
lrawing thy merey upon me. Remember, O Lord ! that thou 
lidſt not deſpiſe any ſort of poor; thou waſt born of a poor 
other, in a poor place; thou dreweſt to thy manger poor 
ind fimple ſhepherds; choſeſt poor and ignorant diſciples ; 
alledſt to thyſelf poor ſinners; livedſt among finners; and 
liedſt between two ſinners. There is no poverty but what thou 
aſt loved, either to practiſe, heal, or enrich it. Thus I ſhall 
ot be excluded: I am poor enough to come to thee, O divine 
ſeſus! and I have a lawful title to enter into thy ſociety ; 
eceive me therefore, O Lord! into the number of thine; 
hou wilt find in me whereon to beſtaw thy riches, and exer- 
ile thy mercies. 


V. When I ſee thee ſo peor, I know not what my heart 
eels; but IT cannot ſeparate myſelf. from thee. There is a 
reatneſs and charm in thy poverty wherewith my ſoul is over- 
Joyed ; I adore it as mueh as I can; grant, O my God! that 1 
may love it as much as I ought, All thoſe things * | 

C t ou 


moy 


illuminated with thy light, filled with thy wiſdom, and guide 
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thou deprivedſt thyſelf on earth, ſerve only to impoverif 
thoſe who poſſeſs them affectionately ; and thou heapeſt try 
riches upon thoſe that deſpiſe them, and giveſt them a 'mdl 
ſolid conſolation. The ſouls of thy poor thou forgetteſt not for em 
according to the expreſſion of David, Pſ. Ixxiii. 19. they ax 


by thy ſpirit ; nothing troubles them, they enjoy an unalten 
ble peace, are upon earth, but converſe in heaven, and leadiy 
their bodies of clay an angelic life. The poor taſte ſweetne 
which worldlings ſeek, and do not find; they have nothing 
and poſſeſs all things. In the midſt of the miſeries of this lis 
they ſee themſelves in a holy freedom, always elevated aboy 
the world, and themſelves; they are little in the eyes of me 
but great before thee, O my God ! they deſpiſe what the wolf 
eſteems, by which they are deſpiſed ; they Jive with thee, i 
at thy table, and after thoſe delicious. feaſts, every thing a 
earth ſeems inſipid to them. „ 


When will the happy moment come, O my God and my all! 
when far from all worldly joys, content with thee alone, au 
plunged in the ocean of thy riches, I ſhall ſay to thee, in; 
tranſport of love and gratitude, O my father, my treaſure, ny 
repoſe, and my happineſs! it is true, O Lord! that thou ar 
always ſo; but I feel it only when thou pleaſeſt ; that is, whe 
thou toucheſt my ſoul interiorly ; diſpelleſt its darkneſs by 
ray of thy light; conſumeſt in it what is mean and earthl 
by the fire of thy charity ; and re-uniteſt in thyſelf alone 
the multiplicity of its defires. How different is my heart fron 
itſelf, when full of thy gratitude and love; it cries out, m 
God, my riches, my ſtrength, and delight ! It enjoys thee then 
as a bleſſing that is its own, and every thing elſe is nothingu 
it. Be gone from me earth, world, and riches ; let me en, 
brace Jeſus poor, abject, and deſpiſed, O my Jeſus ! O aj; 
love ! O mylife! Omy all! 


VI. In thee, O divine Jeſus ! have I hoped, let me not be confaun Ian 
ed for ever, Pſ. xxx. 1. All my fears vaniſh at thy fight. I ſhall}, 
never be aſhamed nor repent for having loved thee, believelh!, 
thee, and left all things to follow thee. Altho' all creaturs 
ſhould riſe up againſt me, my heart ſhall not fear, becauk 
thou art my defence. Armed with thy poverty, I ſhall be in 
vulnerable againſt the deſigns of my enemies; and they hal 
not know on what fide to attack me. Hear, O Lord! the voict 
of my miſery; lend an ear to the defires of a ſoul that love 
thee, and haſten to affiſt me againſt thoſe who ſeparate mt 

from 
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rom thee. I come to thee, and chuſe thee for my riches 
and only happineſs. Confound all thoſe that endeavour to 
obſcure this light, that they may run away with my treaſure 
nder favour of my darkneſs.” Be thou my ſupport, my pro- 
ector, my refuge, and my ſalvation. | 


When thou commandeſt me to follow thee, and to renounce 
very thing for thy love, thou knoweſt my weakneſs; 
yherefore thou engageſt thyſelf at the ſame time to become my 
rength, and to have regard, not to the merit of my-works, 
but to the greatneſs of thy mercy. How ſecure am I, O di- 
ine Jeſus! under the ſhadow of thy wings! how quietly do Þ 
live in thy arms! how ſweetly do I repoſe on thy breaſt | 
hou deliyereſt me from the ſnares. my enemies have hid 
or ſurpriſing me; thou takeſt upon thyſelf the care of defend- 
Wng me; that I may neither be moved. by poverty which 
ppprefſes me, nor , infirmity which weakens me, nor the 
rorld which -perſecutes me, nor the devil who tempts me. 
Thou wilt have it ſo, and it is juſt, that I ſhould live without 
ear in loving and imitating thee, fince thou giveſt me the 
grace of doing what thou commandeſt me, and art omnipo- 
ent to protect me. | e * 


I caſt myſelf therefore, O my Lord and my God! with my 
miſeries, weakneſs, and fins, and the good defires thou inſpir- 
ſt me with, into thy paternal, arms: I commend my ſpirit into 
hy hands, which made it after thy own image; reform it by 
thy wiſdom and truth, grant I may diſcover their ſecrets, 
ove their conduct, and execute their defigns. May that hand 
ithout which I can do nothing, not refuſe me its help, that 
being poor in heart, and ſeparate from every thing that ſepa- 
rates from thee, I may eſteem thoſe ſpiritual riches, which 
are to be found in thy poyerty, as I ought, 


O moſt pure mother of God! imitatrix of Jeſus's poverty, 
and diſpenſatrix of his riches ; you are not ſo the mother of 
he poor, but you may be alſo that of ſinners; obtain me. 
hat poverty of ſpirit which filled you with ſo many heavenly 
riches. Bleſſed ſpirits, aſſiſt this poor ſinner, that he may de- 
ſerve, by the contempt of temporal things, to poſſeſs one day 
with you eternal riches. Amen. 


XII. SUFFER 


| : 
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XI. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 


The auſterity of his Life. —_ 
N. poverty is commonly accompanied wit 
x corporal auſterity. The ſaints that have been poor i 
ſpirit, and thoſe who haye been ſo in ſpirit and body, hy 
renouncing worldly riches for the love of God, have joinel 
to that renunciation an auſtere and penitent life, every on 
after his own manner and according to his ſtrength; tha 
they might ſubject the fleſh to the ſpirit, and practiſe i 
regard of their bodies that holy hatred which Chriſt has f 
much recommended to us. He has given us alſo very great 
examples of this virtue, whilſt he lived on earth; andtho 
he was not obliged, like us, to mortify his body, which wy 
always ſubject to the ſpirit; yet becauſe he was come upot 
earth, not only to be our remedy, but alſo our model, he wa 
pleaſed to ſhew us in himſelf, the form of all virtues, and 
eſpecially of thoſe which are the moſt neceſſary for ui 
without confidering whether they. were confiſtent with the 
dignity of his x For, having undertaken to ſatisfy far 
our fins, as in his paſſion he did not avoid any of thoſe tor 
ments which they reſolved to make him ſuffer, ſo during hi 
life he omitted none of thoſe painful works which could mor 
tify his humanity. 


This divine Saviour of our ſouls ſaw how neceſſary penanct 
was for us; and becauſe interior penance, which conſiſts it 
ſorrow for fins committed, was incompatible with his infinite 
purity, he embraced the exterior, which is nothing ell 
but an auſtere and laborious life; recommending it to us a8! 
ſalutary plank in ſhipwreck, and in order to render it prot 
table to us, he conſecrated it in his own perſon. 


II. There have been many ſaints that ſeemed more auſter 
than Jeſus Chriſt. St. John Baptiſt had neither human cloath b. 
nor food; that auſterity drew upon him the admiration of t 
people, which judges always by the exterior, of the merit a; 
virtue; and the Phariſees were ſcandalized at ſeeing out 
Saviour eat with finners. Yet all the auſterity of the ſaints n 
tho' it ſeemed greater, was much leſs perfect than his: u N⁰ 
it only exerciſed in them the loweſt employment of __— 0 

| whic 
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ich was to labour in the cure of thelr wounds, to ſtop the 
iſorders of corrupt nature, and to repreſs its appetites. 
zut Chriſt's auſterity gave a value and acy to that of the 
:ints, and merited to penitent men thoſe great graces which 
ade them ſuch agreeable victims to God. The end of the 
nance of 'the ſaints, is to deſtroy what hinders in them the 
urity of divine love; but our Saviour's penance was the 


rect of his love; and proceeded from an infinite — 
os it ought to have been more rigorous in the ſaints, w 

ere finful men; but more exemplary. and imitable in 
nel hriſt, who was to be a model proportioned to our weak- 


8. 


hat | R bert Þ 

u Chriſt has appeared above man, only in thoſe things where- 
be would not be imitated ; as in the power of working mi- 
realWcles, the authority of his word, and ſublimity of his doctrine: 


t what he has obliged or counſelled us to imitate in him, 
zs that common life, which had no extreme, for fear of diſ- 
uraging us; and which was ſteady without remiſſneſs, in 
der to fix the levity of our nature. He was cloathed with 
au ollen, fed with ordinary diet, often contenting himſelf 


uch water and barley bread, and if he diminiſhed a little of 
tet rigour, when he was invited to eat, he re-afſumed it im- 
y riediately after. He lay upon the ground, ſlept only as much 
tori was neceſſary for ſupporting nature, and wrought no mira- 


for ſupplying his own neceſſities, leſt people ſhould doubt 
tether he was truly a man. To that ſevere life he added 
at labours, journeys, watchings, long prayers night and 
, continual faſtings, and many other auſterities which are 
ſet down in writing. | — 


mil. It is not eaſy to ſhew in general how and to what degree 
ele ought to imitate Chriſt in this virtue; ſince all men have 
as the ſame ſtrength, and neceſſities; nor are in the ſame cir- 


ſtances. What may be faid here on that head, till it be 
ken of more fully, is that we ought to avoid exceſs and 
iſſneſs therein. 


he chief part of penance is an interior ſorrow and deteſta- 


of the of fins we have committed, in which we can never ex- 
rit a, becauſe it enereaſes in the ſoul in proportion to the 
out and love which God infuſes therein, and in this life we 
aint neither know. the whole deformity of fin, nor love God 


Juately to his amiableneſs. Notwithſtanding he vouchſafes 
e content that we ſhould weep for our crimes, according 
| 5 to 
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to the meaſure of his light and grace; but we ought at ly 
to endeavour to obtain that ſorrow by exerciſes of piety, tþ 
practice of good works, and by every thing in our pong 
and when we neglect theſe means, we are always in ang 
treme danger of our ſalvation. | | 


He whom the knowledge of his fin draws not from the 
cahons of committing it, who confeſſes it not ſincerely, 
diſſembles, ſoftens and diſguiſes it, who does not reſolve 
correct and puniſh himſelf for it, and to mortify the incliy 
tions which induce him to it, flatters himſelf in vain with a 
ing truly penitent : becauſe all theſe defects ſhew ill u 
aflection to the fin, and very little ſorrow for having comm 
ted it; and yet they are but too common, eſpecially am 
young people, who ſeldom deteſt fin heartily, ſhun but lit 
the occaſions of it, and hate not in themſelves the propenk 

of corrupt nature. We 


The mark of a fincere penance, according to St. Jerome, 
Ep. ad pænit. is to hate fin equally to the love we have bo 
it: according to St. Ambroſe, I. 2. de penit, c. 4. to ſutfer willi 
ly, in abhorrence of our paſt life, all manner of injuries 
order to repair thoſe we have done to God: and according 
the devout Thaulerus, not to be more defirous of the pan 
than the puniſhment thereof, by an entire reſignation tot 
divine juſtice. In this laſt opinion conſiſts the perſectio 
interior penance; but hecauſe it is not common, the I 
Scripture admoniſhes us only, that we of the fins forgrven be 
without fear, Ecclus v. 5. Not that God will call us to an e. 
count for fins that are once remitted to us; but for fear ¶ tu 
aſſurance of remiflion ſhould augment in us the facility 
ſinning. Beſides, without a ſpecial revelation we can hart 
certainty that our fins are. pardoned us; byt only a mered 
fidence founded on our own conjectures of having uſed! 
- means preſcribed by God for obtaining his mercy, yet 

know not whether we haye uſed all neceſſary diligy” 
therein. | | | | 


Thus ought we always to weep for fins onee commit 
and to be continually afraid of committing new a 
For ſince after penance we can feel ourſelves ſtill fo incl 
to evil, we may think, with an humble fear, that we 
not ſufficiently deteſted fin ſo as to pluck up the deep root 
has left in our ſouls. p 
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Therefore the ſaints teach us, that penance ought to conti- 
zue till death, that fin is a great evil, that we ought not to 
elieve we can expiate it by any ſorrow ſhorter than life, and 
at God by pardoning it does not diſpenſe with us in the obli- 
ation of weeping for it. Hence comes the difference we ſee 
wixt the penance of ſaints and that of common finners. 
ho' the ſaints ſatisfy for their ſins, they never ſatisfycheir 
"row ; they weep for ſin, they deteſt it, fly from it, and con- 
nually fear it. Others on the contrary immediately loſe the 
-membrance of it: the leſs they feel its weight, the more eaſily 
ey are perſuaded that they have obtained the pardon of 
; and upon that perſuaſion they live in a falſe tran- 
ility. 


Let them confider what Chriſt has done, what he has ſuffered, 
d what our reconciliation coſt him: and they will ſee 
him that they have more reaſon for fear than aſſurance. 
t them conſider in that divine model the three figns which 
& have ſet down of a true penance, and they will find that 
e moſt abandoned finner never enjoyed ſo much pleaſure 
his fin, as Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered pains for expiating it; that 
r Saviour endured reproaches more, than the moſt ambitious 
an defired glory in the world; that having joy propoſed unto 
,according to the teſtimony of the apoſtle, Heb. xii. 2. he 
derwent the croſs ; and not content with obtaining us a gratui- 
s remiſſion, he was pleaſed to endyre pains capable of 
ualling and ſurpaſſing the greatneſs of our offences. But 
he well knew the inconſtancy and malice of our heart ; in 
ler to render his labours profitable to us, he included the 
tue of them in the ſacraments, and ſanctified our pain- 
works by his own, that being continually affaulted by 
regular inclinations, we might alſo have continual hel 
oppoſing them. Thus a man that perfectly knew what 


used would not ceaſe weeping for his own and thoſe of others, 
„vet lamenting over the dangers we are in, of relapſing into 
dilign$= every moment. 


rom this diſcourſe we muſt draw theſe two truths: the 
, that God is always ready to pardon us, when we return 
him with a ſincere. regret for having offended him. The 
nd, that the love which we owe him, ought always to pre- 
e the ſorrow. and ſenſe of our fins, that we may commit 
n no more for the future. 


IV. All 


— ; 


* 


166 XII. - Suffering of Chrift. | 
IV. All Chriſtians ought to imitate the exterior *peniatic 
and auſtere life of Chriſt, but diſcreetly ; every one accordig 
to his ſtrength, condition, and ſtate; upon which the follow 
ing rules may be obſerved. 0:54 0 


1. We muſt have regard to the neceſſities of the body, au 
not to its appetites; and apply ourſelves to know its tri 
neceſſities with relation to the circumſtances of time, plag 
employments, and diſpoſitions interior and exterior: for |t| 
difficult to preſcribe therein a certain rule for all perſons. 
it may be ſaid in general, that a religious man deceives hin 
ſelf, when under pretence of neceſſity, he procures him 
exquiſite and ſuperfluous things, to the 1 of poverty 
temperance, mortification, recollection, freedom of min 
and even of charity towards his brethren; fince the one oft 
wants neceſſaries, whilſt the other enjoys ſuperfluity.  Behde 
the worldly man who follows nothing in that matter but 
inclination of corrupt nature, making to himſelf a neceſi 
of every thing he earneſtly defires, falls into an infa 
number of diſorders. Thus the ſureſt way both for laity a 
religious, is to conſult a prudent, virtuous, and difinterel 
director, and to follow his deciſion. 3 


2. We muſt not allow to nature, without an e 
caution, what it ſeeks with any jirregularity; and in this 
we muſt ſtudy all its vicious inclinations, becauſe they 1 
the ſource of all exceſs. | 


3. Every one ought to be attentive to his ſpiritual adyand 
ment, always believing that he does leſs than what is in! 
power to do, and that he deceives himſelf when he imagit 
he does more than he onght; by this means he will uſe mi 
more fear and leſs freedom, thoſe things that are en 
neceflary. | 


4. Practiſe eſpecially that kind of auſterity, whieh will 
the propereſt for correcting that vice into which you n 
frequently fall, and to which you are moſt inclined. 
remedies are not equally good for all ſorts of evils. Lib 
of ſpeech is cured better by filence than faſting; and impuſ 
by a guard over the ſenſes, and employing ourſelves “ 
God, than by filence: thoſe who do otherwiſe are often 
auſtere without becoming the better thereby. 


wp 
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5, That penance which conſiſts in faſtings, watchings, 
hair-cloth, diſciplines, hard-bed, and mean cloaths, is always 
alutary, when it is impoſed upon us by the precept of the 
hurch, the rules of our ſtate, or the counſel of a wiſe-man. 
Tt is hurtful when it hinders us from diſcharging our obliga- 
ions; blameable when it proceeds from ſelf-will; but much 


4 de more commendable, when it ſubjects the fleſh the better 
ue the ſpirit: provided however that we neglect not the other 
-{{Wnore important mortifications. FB _ 


6. The ſafeſt and moſt neceſſary auſterity, is that which 

egulates the ſenſes, ons, tongue, and converſation; 
en rhich cuts off idleneſs and all occatons of finning, and 
;Wnortifies ſelf-will, obſtinacy in our own opinion, and the vain 
ſeem of ourſelves. This kind of mortification has this 
drantage over the other, that we practiſe it without danger, 
hat it is difficult to exceed in it, that the carnal man fears it 


tt 
nuch more than the exterior, that he is always ſenſible of it, 
nnd never accuſtoms himſelf thereto. - 


7. But the ſevereſt of all penances, according to the teſtimony 
f the ſaints and experienced perſons, is interior recollection, 
nd continual prayer. Thoſe that apply themſelves thereto, 
now it; and there are very few if they liſtened to the ſenti- 
ents of nature, but would willingly employ the time they 
pend in prayer, in the moſt painful corporal labour 
ecauſe the liberty of thinking, ſo natural to man, is contrary 
hereto; therein his appetites are repreſſed, his motions 
ſtrained, his will bound, his mind. attentive that no 
ntravce may be given to any thing that might diſtract it, or 
ouble the repoſe of the heart, and the whole man in fine. is 
it were captivated thereby, and cannot move towards what 
eie loves, nor enjoy what he defires. And though by a Ion 

ſe one arrives at a life that is quiet, content, and full o 

oſe holy ſweetneſſes which proceed from divine love; though 
ery thing ſhould be then in order, and the body in ſubjec- 
u en to the mind, it is often ſo weakened, dejected, and de- 
royed thereby, that it ſtands in need of refreſhment;. yet 
e dares not allow it but with great reſerve, for fear of 
parting from that ſtate of continual death, and of prejudic- 
es ml : the union of the ſoul with God by the refreſhment of the 
day. | I 


Would to God that all thoſe who are touched with the 
lit of penance, would adhere to this. The beſt counſel 
that 
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that can be given to perſons whoſe little health, or the nat 
of their ſtate, renders leſs capable of corporal auſterities, is 
apply themſelves faithfully to the exerciſe of prayer, whey 
in they may excellently practiſe the virtue of penance. 


V. Many by reading the lives of ſaints, are touched wid 
the defire of ſerving God, and of labouring in their ſalvation: 
but are diſcouraged when they ſee the penance of then 
mortified men. Let them know that this diſcouragement vl: 
ſnare ſet for them by the devil, to retain them in tepidiiſ 
that God does not require them.to imitate the auſterity of th 
ſaints, but to follow the ſpirit thereof; and that then he . 
illuminate them with his light, and inſpire them with wi_l* 
ſhall be moſt convenient for expiating their fins, and deſti 
ing in them whatever is oppoſite to the perfection of diva: 
love. In the interim let them bleſs God in his ſaints, ue 
penance they admire; humbling and exciting themſelves ii! 
do what lies in their power: for in heaven there are ma 
manhons, and ſtars of different magnitudes. WY 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in the auſterity of tus life. 


Lord! the hope and defire of thy ſervants, the phyſiei 

and remedy of all my evils ! behold me here before tif 

eyes of thy mercy, covered with an infinity of wounds, whi 
thou ſeeſt much hetter than I do myſelf. I know the fin whi 
occaſions me them, the puniſhment I deferve, and the inyun 
I have done thee ; but thou alone knoweſt the enormity thereq 
as thou art its only remedy. I neither can nor will conc 
myſelf from thy juſtice; I heartily ſubmit myſelf to e 
ſtroke of that paternal hand; and how ungrateful ſoever 14 
for the bleſſings I have received from thence, I ſtill expect 
chaſtiſement and cure thereof. I diſcover my evils to the 
O charitable phyſician ! grant that I may know their greatnd 
that I may feel them, weep for them, and extinguiſh by my teal 
the fire of thy wrath. I know that I cannot preſent thee withal 
thing but what thou mayeſt juſtly reject; that I bear my conde 
X nati 
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tion written upon my interior and exterior ſenſes, and in the 

ions of my life; and that no man living ſhall be juftified in thy 
kt, Pf. exlii. 2. Theſe eyes which I ought to elevate to thee, 
my God! are witneſſes of the evil they have made me com- 
it againſt thee ; this tongue which begs thy pardon, is con- 

ted of having ſpoken a thouſand times againſt thy will; 

efe ears which hear thy word, are full of all the vanities 
hich they have heard againſt thy law; and this whole body is 
arked with the characters of fin whereof it has been the- 
ſtrument. | | 


| caſt myſelf at thy feet, O Lord! behold here the tranſ- 
eſſor of thy law, the enemy of thy glory, the deſtroyer of 
y works, the waſter of thy goods, and the ſlave to his own 
ſions; always inclined to evil, always  oppofite to good, 
ſenfible of penance, remiſs in thy ſervice, rebellious to thy 
cht, and inflexible.under thy chaſtiſements. This unhappy, 
ſe, terreſtrial, and impure ſoul, ſhall it preſume to appear 
fore thy infinite purity ? Thou didſt create it free, the miſ- 
ſs of itſelf, and by forſaking thee, it has ſubjected itſelf 
2 ſhameful ſervitude, become more attached to the fleſh 
an to its God, wholly taken up with the pleaſures of the 
dy, deaf to thy inſpirations, negligent in its duty, diſtract- 
in its thoughts, exceſſive in its defires, and full of all the 
ſeries thou ſeeſt and hateſt : and for the height of its unhap- 
eſs, ſeparated from thee, O my God! who art the true 


J. Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that I cannot even know the 
Is which draw thy wrath upon me. How then can I ſatisfy 
e? and what can I offer thee when 1 appear before thee? 1 
etre nothing, O my God! but the chaſtiſement and juſt 
demnation which thou wilt pronounce againſt me, if thou 
keſt not upon me with the eyes of thy mercy. Thou haſt 
ne with the wanderings of my youth, and the diſorders of 
life, with a moſt paternal goodneſs. Thoy haſt ſeen me 
ning like a mad-man after the moſt ſhameful vices, atten- 
to all the oceaſions of offending thee, infatuated with a 
vſand vanities which I ardently purſued, in a profound for- 
fulneſs of thy law and of my own ſalvation, poſſeſſed with 
love of pleaſures, and divided in ſeveral different affecti- 
„wherein thou hadſt no ſhare. Thou ſaweſt me deceived, 
e aſtray, loſt, and ready to fall into hell, and thou haſt 
- held me on the brink of the precipice. 
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IJ am that miſerable ſinner whom thou haſt ſo long expect 
though thou waſt neither ignorant of my evils, nor of & 
bliadneſs which hindered me from knowing them. Alas 
know them not yet. What ſhall I do then, O my God? . 
thou farbiddeſt me to deſpair, though I find in 'tayfelf; 

round of hope. O charitable ſhepherd of ſtrayed ſſleep 

not been pleaſed that I ſhould find without thee a 
remedy for the evils I have committed againſt thee, who h 
given me thy merits to make me hope in thy mercy, and hy 
thyſelf taught me to return to thee by penance ; open 
eyes, that I may know and deteſt every thing in me that | 


ever diſpleaſed thee. | fr 40 


1 


i 


Immortal thanks be given thee, O divine ſhepherd of. 
ſouls! for the mercies which induced thee to take my 
upon thyſelf. I adore that infinite charity which made th 
embrace ſo many. labours for comforting me. L adore 
watchings, hunger, thirſt, and all the inconveniencies whig 
thou haſt endured for me. I adore that ' ſevere, auften 
penitent, and laborious life, whereby thou haſt expiat 
for thirty years, the forbidden pleafures, to which | 
abandoned myſelf ——I adore that love which rendes 
thee ſo ſenfible of my miſeries, that profound ſorrow wha 
with thou didſt weep for my fins, and that fervent 2 
with which thou didit ſatisfy for me. I adore thoſe inful 
merits which opened me the treaſures of thy heavenly. me 
thoſe divine ſufferings which ſtopped the juſt vengeance 
thy father, and thoſe precious tears which merited me 
pardon of my offences, and the. eternal joy of the ſaints. 


III. Give me, O Lord! the gratitude I ought to have for 
thy bounties. In thoſe long nights which thou ſpenteſt] 
prayer, for obtaining me the bleſſings of heaven, thoſe q 
minal nights wherein I was to offend. thee were preſent to 
mind; in ſuffering hunger and thirſt, thou thoughteſt on! 
intemperances; in thy labours, thou foreſaweſt my ſloth; 
when thou didſt ſhed tears of affection over me, thou knen 
the whole obduracy of my heart: full of that eternal 
which delivered thee unto death for me, thou ſaweſt me n 
of love for thee; amidſt the auſterities of thy life, thou 
heldeſt the licentiouſneſs and delicacy of mine; in the i 
of thy infinite wiſdom, I was already running to my 
whilſt thou waſt employed about my ſalvation. I fled in 
thee, when thou endeavoured to allure me by the charms 
thy love. I then took pleaſure in fin for which thou 


reſolved to ſuffer, and was attentive in indulging my ba 
. Wi 


* 
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kilſt thou wouldſt afflict thine. As a merciful father that 
it not the death of a finner, but his converſion and life, 
ou labouredſt in ſaving me, and I thought of nothing but 
hat might ruin me. Ah, my God! behold here the finner 
r whom thou haſt ſuffered fo much, the ſame who was then 
eſent to thy eternal knowledge, and is always poor, miſera- 
e, and faithleſs. I caſt myſelf at thy feet ſuch as I am, 
t with me I bring the merit of thy ſufferings and the pro- 
iſe of thy mercies. I beg them of thee, O Lord! and to ob- 
in them, I offer thee thy faſtings, watchings, prayers, and 
ſterities. Regard the evils which thou haſt endured, and 
rdon me thoſe I have committed. If thou wilt not that the 
ner be condemned, becauſe he is the work of thy hands, 
d becaufe thou loveſt every thing thou haſt made, how. canſt 
du ſuffer me to loſe the fruit of ſo many labours, and that 
Jy merits ſhould be unprofitable to me? 


IV. Thou haſt ſeen ſo much malice and enormity in my 
s, that thou thoughteſt thyſelf unable to blot them out but by 
blood; thou judgedſt thy ſufferings neceſſary for remedy- 
> ſo great an evil; and thou hadſt no repoſe, till I were 
ly healed. And I who am the author of my own evil, and 
ar it within myſelf, I eat, fleep, and live in tranquility 
h my enemy ; I regard him as the companion, and often 
en as the ſweetneſs of my life. Commiſerate my blindneſs, 
divine goodneſs! and fince thou didſt penance ſo many 
rs, for expiating my fins, I conjure thee by that ſame 
ance, to communicate the fruits of it to my ſoul; that is, 

erfect knowledge of my crimes, and a fincere ſorrow for 
ing committed them. . | 


diſpel my darkneſs, O Lord] and deſtroy that thick wall 
Ich is between thee and me. Can there be any greater evil 
gined than to take pleaſure in doing what diſpleaſes thee 
that for puniſhing it thou condemneſt to eternal pains, 
ſe ſouls whom thou lovedſt fo much as to die for them 
n the croſs? And yet J am fo blind, that I account fin a 
matter, and even ſometimes regret becauſe I cannot fin 
ten as I would. | 


know not how to-aſk what I deſire, nor even know what 
icht to defire. If I were illuminated with thy light, O my 
how long ſoever my liſe were, I would ſpend it all 
rely in weeping, though I had never committed but one 
y fin; and I am unconcerned after haying committed fo 
OL. I, M great 
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great a number of them. But fince 1 neither know how oi 
_ defire, nor how to aſk thee for what is proper for me, O God 
mercy ! do thou aſk that ſpirit which conducted thee dum 
thy mortal life, why it made thee faſt, watch, and ſuffer Wi 
much for my fins? and according to the anſwer it makes thlil 
give me what I know not how to aſk thee for. Caſt thy ey 
upon thy own ſufferings, O Lord] and grant me by them yi 
they have merited for me. 


V. Apply to thy ſervice, O Lord! my ſenſes and whole bay 
Thou knoweſt that this earthly body oppoſes my happing 
and often ſtifles the holy ſeeds which thou ſoweſt in my ſt 
give me ſtrength and courage to reſiſt this enemy; teach 
to diſcoyer its artifices, and the malice of its excuſes: 
what can I do without thy help, againſt ſo formidable 
adverſary ? Thou haſt given me it for the companion oft 
pilgrimage, with obligation of nouriſhing it, leſt it ſha 
faint; and of chaſtifing it, that it may be ſubject : hoy 
do I obſerve that ſo neceſſary a medium! for I am mu 
more inclined to flatter my body, than to correct it; andi 
gives it the boldneſs of rifing up againſt me. Faſten, O Low 
my fleſh to thy croſs, with the chains of thy love, and inſpi 
me, by thy auſterities, with the diſcretion, the will, andt 
ſtrength of treating this body of fin, as thou wouldſt have 
to treat it. 
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Turn away my eyes, and ſhut them by thy fear, that tly 
may not ſee vanity but only to deſpiſe it, nor fix their Jo 
upon what may hurt my ſoul. Set, O Lord! a watch t6 
mouth, and a door to my lips, E,. cxl. 3. that I may never ut 
what I ought to conceal. Death and life, according tot 
word, Prov. xviil. 2. are in the hand of the tongue; grant U 
mine may never give any wound either to myſelt or to! 
neighbour; and that inſtead of ſpeaking too much, I 1 
be attentive to hear thee in a profound filence. Thou! 
alſo ſaid by one of thy prophets, Jer. ix. 21. that the ſen/es ar 
gates by which death enters into our ſouls : ſhut therefore my g 
after thee, O my God! when thou haſt entered into my be 
that thou mayeſt remain in it alone, and that nothing 
enter therein which diſpleaſes thee. Deſtroy my vicious afſa 
ons, and grant that I may uſe temporal things only form 
neceſſity. 


VI. Thou knoweſt, O Lord! the innumerable fins which! 
irregular love of my body has occaſioned me to commit; 


* 
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me to confeſs them alſo before thee in the bitterneſs of my 
foul, in running over all the years of my life. 


* 


[One may accuſe himſelf here of his fins in particular, and afterwards 
| make the following prayer.) 


O charitable: phyfician ! fortify my weakneſs, that I may 
be able to reſiſt my corrupt inclinations: Thou ſeeſt the deep 
roots they have taken in my heart, and the fruits of death they 

roduce therein, Pluck up thefe fatal roots, even to the 

fmalleſt fibres; teach me how thou wouldſt have me to ſerve 
thee, and give me the will and ſtrength to execute what thou 
ſhalt teach me. Grant me grace to love what afflicts me, and 
to be pleaſed in tribulation, ſince I find therein the means of 
ſatisfying for my crimes. Grant that I may deteſt them with 
as much forrow, as I have had pleaſure in committing them; 
and that I may have as much love for penance as I have had 
for fin. But thou knoweſt better than I, O my God! what is 
proper for me: I reſfign myſelf to thee; pardon me what 
thou pleaſeſt, and puniſh me as much as thou wilt. I only beg 
of thee the grace to defire nothing but what thou wilt do. 
Smite, burn, cut, and ſpare me not in time, that thou mayeſt 
ſpare me in eternity. 


VII. O Jeſus, my ſalvation and life! thou canſt put an end 
to my evils. Thou defireſt no lefs the familiarity and love 
of converted ſinners, than of ſouls that have always been in- 
nocent. When Magdalen the ſinner had caſt herſelf at thy 
feet, and bathed them with her tears, thou didſt regard her as 
one of thy faithful lovers, and ſhe was ſoon allowed to pour 
out her perfumes upon thy head. Paul thy perſecutor had no 
fooner exprefled his readineſs to obey thee, but heaven became 
his ſchool; and thou didſt vouchſate to inſtrut him thyſelf. 
Raiſe up my dejected ſpirit alſo, O thou life of my foul, I em- 
brace thy ſacred feet; I deſire to love thee, O divine Jeſus! L 
deſire to love thee, ſerve thee, and be wholly thine. Let my 
crimes be abſorbed in the abyſs of thy mercies, and may the 
very remembrance of them be loſt. 


It is true, O Lord! that my ſoul is unworthy to appear 
before ſuch pure eyes, that-it cannot defend itſelf from the 
corruption that ſurrounds it, and that it is always defiled with 
a thouſand ſtains: but what can hurt whom thou protecteſt, 
what can overthrow whom thou ſupporteſt, what can divide 
whom thou uniteſt, and what can make him tremble whom 
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thou loveſt? My ſoul, wholly miſerable as it is, is no leh 
thine, than the ſoul of the faithfulleſt of thy ſervants. If | 
conſider myſelf, I ought to keep at a diſtance from thee, O 
God! but when I regard thee, my heart defires thee, and my 
whole interior ſighs after thee. Unite me to thee, and con- 
ſume what diſpleaſes thee in me. With thee I can. do all 
things, and ſhall fear nothing, becauſe thou art my treaſure, 
my glory, and the centre of my happineſs. | 


O mother of God and refuge of finners, faithful companion 
of the labours of your only ſon, the only one among pur 
creatures, exempt from all fin! have pity on this miſerable 
finner ; obtain him the pardon of his fins, and the grace of 
ſerving. your. ſon faithfully. Bleſſed ſpirits! inhabitants d 
that heavenly Jeruſalem, which was not only built for the juſ 
but alſo for ſinners, receive my defire of dwelling therein ons WP 
day with you, and permit no earthly thing to ſeparate me 
from your company. Amen. | 


XIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His hunger and thirft after juſtice. 


ESUS Chriſt has put hunger and thirſt after juſtice (wherein 
the ſaints and all thoſe live who have a real defire of 
pleaſing him) in the number of thoſe great evangelical virtues 
which lead us ſecurely to happineſs. We muſt underſtand by 
the word fuftice, the ſanctity of chriſtian virtues, and the ob- 
ſervation of the divine law, which juſtify us, remove us from 
fin, and convert us to God, which enlighten, purify, and dif 
Poſe us to the perfection of his love, and to the communica: 
tion of his gifts. This hunger and thirſt after juſtice, which 
is nothing elſe but a fervent deſire of ſanity, is ſo precious in 
the fight of God, that he has thought himſelf obliged 40 
reward it with the greateſt of all bleſſings, which is the perſed 
accompliſhment of all our defires. Bleſſed are they that hunge 
and thirſt after juſtice, for they ſhall be filled; Mat. v. 6. that is to 
fay, becauſe they ſhall enjoy that happy ſtate, wherein God is 
loved and ſerved without imperfection ; for this is what the 
Juſt defire above all things, 
II. Nov 
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II. Now this hunger after juſtice has two parts: the one 
regards our own ſanctity, and the other the ſanctity of our 
neighbour. By the firſt we deſire to ſee ourſelves diſengaged 
from the love of the world and of ourſelves, that we may no 
longer love any thing but God alone: and the ſecond makes 
us wiſh that God may be known, loved, and ſerved by all 
men. The recompence of the firſt is that meat wherewith 
eſus Chriſt was fed, when he ſaid : My food is, that I do the 
pull of him that ſent me. John iv. 34. For thoſe ſouls that 
hunger after ſanctity ſubmit themſelves in all things to the 
divine will, enjoy God in the exerciſes proper for their condi- 
jon, till they poſſeſs him with plenitude in eternity. As to 
hunger after the perfection of our neighbour, it is ſeldom; re- 
ompenſed but in the other life; becauſe nothing is to be ſeen 
Wn this but tepidity and diſorder. And the ſaints ſhall not be 
ſatiched therein, till there be no more vice to root out, nor 
epidity to warm, nor any thing to be defired for our neigh- 
bour but eternal happineſs, which he ſhall be already in 
poſſeſſion of, | 


INI. There is no virtue that gives greater pain to the 
ervants of God, than this thirſt after the ſalvation of our 
eighbour; for as to what concerns their own particular 
perfection, they are employed in rooting out of their heart 
all earthly love, in reſiſting the inclination of corrupt nature, 
n overcoming themſelves, and in mortifying their fleſh: but 
n regard to the ſalvation of their neighbour, when they have 
once begun to love God with their whole heart, the divine 
ight increaſes in them, and makes them know how much 
od deſerves to be loved. Then they become ſenfible of the 
iſery of thoſe who live in fin; are oppreſſed with a continual 
lefire of ſeeing all men ſubject to the law of God; and are no 
els touched with the wandering of others, than with that 
on BWyherein they themſelves formerly lived. 


ea: But becauſe this twofold hunger devours the ſaints in this 
ch Wile, God promiſes them as a reward to fill them in the other. 
his is St. Auguſtiu's obſervation, Serm. dom. in mont. c. 4. who 
10 {Waking the beatitudes of the gofpel correſpond to the gifts of 
fect he Holy Ghoſt, adds that hunger after juſtice is nothing elſe but 
g gift of fortitude ; becauſe we need a great deal of it to root out 
$ t0 aur hearts the love of the earth; and he who is touched with the 
d 15 vine love has need of a powerful help of the holy ghoſt, for ſupport- 
the e bie grief which the ruin of his brethren occaſions him, and for 
undertaking 


ad 


virtue the principle of ſo many heroic actions, which the 


had his choice, whether to be diſſolved and be with Chriſt, or tore 


forrow of heart, that he wiſhed to be an anathema from Chriſt for iu 
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undertaking all the labours neceſſary to their converſion, with 
fearing either contradiftions, affronts, or death itſelf. Thus is d 


ſaints have done for the glory of God, and the ſalvation d 
their neighbour. | 


IV. Chriſt has ſuffered every thing that is moſt painful ig 
this virtue: for the ardent zeal and continual thirſt with which 
he burnt to fee all men obey the divine law, practiſe virtue 
avoid fin, allow themſelves to be guided by the motions of 
the ſpirit of God, increaſe in his knowledge and love, and 
follow the meaſure of love which he had for his father. And 
becauſe he regarded our evils as his own, he felt for us thy 
privation of ſo many bleſſings, as lively as if he had been & 
prived of them himſclf. 2 


This ſenſe of our evils continued in him as long as his lik, 
St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 28, Sc. who had but a ſpark of that in. 
menſe fire wherewith our Saviour was inflamed, ſaid, that t& 
care of all the churches devoured him; that he was conſumed in 
teriorly by the ſcandals he beheld; that he was no longer his 
own, but the charity of Jeſus Chrift urged him to become al 
things to all men; that he eſteemed himſelf happy in ſuffering 
for the elect; that though Jeſus Chriſt was his life, and death 
his happineſs, he knew not which he ſhould love beſt, if h 


main in the fleſh for ſaving ſouls; that he loved ſeſus Chrilt 
fo far as to defy all creatures to ſeparate him from thenee; 
and yet the Holy Ghoſt was his witneſs that the obſtinacy d 
the Jews penetrated him with ſuch great ſadnefs and continu 


love of huis brethren. Rom. ix. 2, 2. 


If the apoſtle had theſe ſentiments, what muſt thoſe d 
Chriſt have been, whom an eternal love had brought upon 
earth for the ſalvation of all men? Who lived the ſpace d 
thirty-three years in a continual hunger and thirſt after ou! 
juſtice : to whom were preſent all the fins committed and t 
be committed, from the beginning of the world, to the con. 
ſummation of ages; who diſtinguiſhed their number, an 
weighed their enormity, by his divine wiſdom ; and wv 
wept for them, in fine, in proportion to his love, and to the 
extreme deſire he had of delivering us from them. 


This 
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This was to him ſo great a torment, and ſo incomprehenſi- 
le a bitterneſs of heart, that it may be ſaid, he ſuffered as 
nany deaths as he beheld fins, and as he defired to ſave ſouls; 
or he preferred their ſalvation to his own life; and the offence 
gain God was ſeverer to him than the croſs. He offered his 
blood for every one of us in particular, and the height of his 
rief was to foreſee that his death would be unprofitable to 
any. | 


V. It is our duty to conſider, after having fo grievouſly 
ffended God, what we owe to this divine Saviour, who weſt 
e 


au bitterly for the fins we daily commit with ſo much eaſe. 
the ut the perfect conviction of this truth is above all our views; 
end there is nothing but pure love that can make us compre-+ 


zend the greatneſs of our obligations. 


li BY We know with what care and affection parents bring up 
in heir children; how greatly they are affected with ſeeing them 
abandoned to vanity, paſſions, and bad company; and de- 
piſe the adviſe of thoſe that love them. God often reproaches 
s in the ſame maner by his prophets. He complains that 
is children beſtow on things which are pernicious to them, 
he love they owe to him ; that they forſake him, offend him, 
and even make him ſubſervient to their fins: and he com- 
lains fo much the more juſtly thereof, as he loves us with 
uch greater affection, than the tendereſt mothers love their 
hildren. 


nee; | 
y of What ſubje& of confuſion is it to us, to ſee on one hand 
n Chriſt's anguiſh of heart for our ſalvation, and on the other 


our diſguſt of true happineſs, and the blind paſſion which 


ons us run after periſhable goods, loying them more than 


There is no greater mark of reprobation, than to loſe en- 
e d irely the reliſh of celeſtial things. For God has given to all 
our facultics of our body and ſoul, the reliſh of ſuch objects as 
d ere proper for them, that they may defire them more ear- 
col N neſtly, receive them with more pleaſure, and enjoy them with 
an more profit. Henee it is that e eye is not filled with ſeemg, 
bo according to the teſtimony of the ſcripture, Eccleſ. i. 8. neither 
the e ear filled with hearing; that hunger and thirſt render meat 

and drink more agreeable to us. It is the ſame with the 

other ſenſes; and when any of them neither deſires nor re- 
This liſhes 
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liſhes what is proper for it, one may afhrm that it is eithe 
very ſick, or entirely deſtroyed. | 


Thus when the ſoul, which eternal goods alone can ſatiag 
wholly occupied with terreſtrial affections, happens to ak 
the reliſh of heavenly truths ; when it is inſenfible thereof, is 
different about them, and has a diſguſt and averhon therety 
it is in evident danger of its eternal ruin. This evil, which the 
ſaints call inſenſibility, is that which God complains of by th 
mouth of his prophets, when he ſays, Jer. v. 3. that he hy 
frucken them, and they were not ſorry; he has broken them, and they: 
fuſed to receive diſcipline , they haue hardened their faces more tha 
the rock, and they would not return that men like furies run inty 

their own misfortunes without fear; loſe God without dif 
quiet; ſpend their time in forgetfulneſs of eternity; ant 
fall in a moment into hell. 


VI. In expectation that God, moved with their fo das 
gerous a ſtate, will vouchſafe to draw them out of it by 
the light of his truth, and the ſentiment of his love, I will ad 
viſe them to what follows. 


Firſt, Let them praiſe and approve of virtue wherever the 
ſee it; although they be not yet reſolved to follow it; 
let them be favourable to virtuous perſons, and Jet then 
at leaſt, if they are remote from ſanctity, not become 
the perſecutors of it, which would be partaking in this life d 
the malice of devils. Then God perceiving them appror 
in others, what they themſelves have not the courage to dof 
will perhaps have pity on them as it often happens, and wil 
fortify them by his grace. 


Secondly, Let them blame and hate the hardneſs of their 
own heart, conſidering how different their conduct is from 
that of the ſervants of God: let them humble themſelves and 
acknowledge the truth in his preſence. By this means the d- 
vine light will not be quite extinguiſhed in them, they will 
always keep cloſe to God by ſome tie, and will not live peace 
ably in fin. | 


Laſtly, Let them ſpeak willingly of God with good peoplk 
whoſe converſation and example will by degrees ſoften thei 
obduracy: and if the Lord diſcovers any ray of his light B. 
them, let them read or confider the life of Chriſt, and then 
own obligations. This is a moſt efficacious remedy for dra 
ing a ſoul out of its languiſhing ſtate, advancing its defirev ls 1 
and exciting in it the love of thoſe treaſures which are = 

tain 
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ained in Jeſus Chriſt. But let thoſe whom the divine good- 
eſs inſpires with any ſentiment of love, watch over them- 
Ives, and they will ſoon perceive that God does not ceaſe to 
rge them interiorly, and to make them feel what he requires 
f them. They ought to render themſelves attentive to his 
oice, and faithful in letting themſelves be conducted thereby, 
eſt a culpable neglect ſhould give entrance to earthly deſires, 
nd that ſecond evil be much more dangerous and incurable 


jan the firſt. a 


Let them remember that God in the old law would ſee no 
ther fire burn upon his altar than that which came from 
\caven, and yet he gave it only twice to his people: once in 
e deſert under the government of Mzy/es, and the other under 
themias, at their return from the captivity of Babylon. At all 
ther times they took great care to continue that ſacred tire, 
nd to hinder it from being extinguiſhed. The defire of 
leaſing God, the hunger and thirſt after juſtice is a' heavenly 
ame, which the holy ghoſt kindles in our hearts; but it ought 
> be entertained by ardent deſires, fervent prayers, and holy 
ctions: when they are neglected the fire is extinguiſhed, and 
is very difficult to kindle it again. But as Nehemas, after 
ouring upon the victims that thick water whereinto the firſt 
re had been changed, waited till God ſhould kindle it, and 
cheld at laſt the victims miraculouſly on fire; ſo when we 
dome fer to God the ſmall remains of our firſt deſires, with humili- 
fe oF and perſeverance, he ſuffers himſelf to be moved, and 
ronWwakens in us by his mercy, the fire of his love, and the ſpirit 
o do, penance. | 


VII. Hunger and thirſt after juſtice produce zeal, ſo ne- 
flary to a chriſtian, but ſo difficult to practiſe with that diſ- 
etion wherewith it ought to be accompanied. As the ſalva- 
on or ruin of ſouls often depends on the good or bad uſe 


s aniſhat is made thereof, we ought to obſerve great eircumſpection 
ie dicrcin; becauſe to judge of it by the exterior, it greatly re- 
vil bles indignation and wrath ; it is therefore very caſy, if 
eace Ne are not upon our guard, to puſh it too far, to admit humour 


to it, and to ſcandalite. our neighbour, to whom the inſtru- 
ent of his converſion would be rendered thereby more hurt- 
| than profitable. | 


ht u Befides, zeal propoſing for its end. the glory of God and ſalva- 
then" of our ſouls, it ſometimes happens that ſome perſons, too 
draw rent, being ſtrongly perſuaded of the obligation of follow- 
ere hat they think they are inſpired with, conſider not ſuſh- 


ciently 


180 XIII. Suffering of Chriſt. 
ciently the time, place, manner, and the other cireumſtang ii 
which the fovereign zealot of all good, obſerves always in mn 
gard of us, with ſo great order and wiſdom. In ſo much, thy 
that harmony which confiſts in the union of zeal and pn 
dence, being diſturbed, there is nothing but tumult ant 


confufion, to the prejudice of fouls, and of the ſervice 
God. | ** 


The ſole idea of zeal being well comprehended, ſhews th 
moderation and other qualities which it ought to hay 
For zeal in point of love, is nothing elſe but the care of pp 
ſerving the good we poſſeſs, and of removing every thing tha 
may deſtroy or alter it : and this care ariſes from the love an 
eſteem we have for what we love. Thus holy zeal has ig 
ſource in the true love of God, and in the eſteem we hay 
of his glory and the ſpiritual profit of our neighbour. Thers 
fore it has the ſame qualities that St. Paul gives to charity 
when he ſays, 1 Cor. xiii. 4. Charity is patient, is kind; chany 
envies not, deals not perverſely, is not puffed up: it is not ambiting 
it ſeeks not its own intereſt, it is not provoked to anger, it thinks w 
evil, it rejoices not upon iniquity, but rejoices with truth : it ſuſa 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, bears all tum 
Behold the deſcription of true zeal. 


The duty of a zealous man is therefore firſt to love God all 
his neighbour, and then to ſeek only the glory of God and piu 
of his neighbour. But he ought to begin with himſelf topr: 
tife his zeal for the ſervice of God, by deſtroying in his o 
heart and conduct, what may hinder the fruits of his zeal 
and he may exerciſe it afterwards in regard of others. But! 
neglect our own ſalvation and to labour in that of our neig 
bour, to be circumſpe& in his affairs, and inconfiderate 1 
our own, earneſt concerning his faults, and unconcerned aba 
our own, is having an irregular zeal, which profits little, is 
taken, and often falls into an excels of rigour; becauſe palli 
has a greater ſhare therein than virtue. | 


VIII. Chriſt gave this rule to the phariſees; when out of 
for the law they accuſed the adulterous woman before hit 
and would have her ſtoned: Fo. viii. 7 he that is willuut 
among you, ſaid he, let him caſt the firſt ſtone at her. For it 1 
from a juſt, diſcreet, and regular zeal, that he who deſem 
to be ſtoned, ſhould reſolve to ſtone another. A zealous mi 
ought not to ſeek his own glory, otherwiſe his zeal degeneral 
into ambition; he ought to compaſſionate the evils of otbe 


not to diſcourage him that has tinned by too much rigour, * 
re 
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ect his repentance, nor ſhun his converſation, nor refuſe him 
e honour which is his due; but rather to help him, ſpare him, 
MBE... him, and endeavour to gain him, in order to cure him. 


t him place himſelf below the ſinner whom he dehfires to cor 


nh 
n+, and think himſelf a greater finner than he, leſt he ſhould 
e pice him, and thereby his zeal be changed by degrees into 


guſt and averhon. 


te 1X. Thoſe whom the duties of their ſtate engage in the zeal 
aw WW fouls, are expoſed on that head to certain particular dan- 
pers; for tho' they be vicious themſelves, yet nevertheleſs 
ey are obliged to exhort others to virtue; and then they have 


-0extremities to fear, either of doing it weakly, for fear of 
awing upon themſelves the reproach of exacting from thoſe 
han hoſe models they ought to be, what they do not themſelves; 
ne of acting with too much ſeverity, that they may appear 
in ore zealous than they really are: but of what manner ſo- 
er they make uſe, they will do very little good, if their life is 
it exemplary. It is therefore moſt defirable, that ſuperiors 
ould ſubmit themſelves firſt to the law they impoſe on others; 
r by this means they will neither be ſcandalous nor too 
vere. 


But though ſuperiors ſhould not perform what they preach, 
ought not to be concluded from thence that they have not- 
e zeal, or that their zeal is unprofitable to us; becauſe 
hriſt, who has redeemed with his blood the ſouls he has 
truſted to thoſe paſtors, can give to thoſe imperfe& men for 
m, what they are unworthy of having for themſelves.” It 
in this confidence that the faithful ought to be perfectly ſub- 
& to the conduct of thoſe who hold the place of God towards 
em. Both of them ought frequently to caſt their eyes upon 
e life of the ſovereign zealot of his father's glory, and of the 
lvation of our ſouls; they will learn in him the ſcience of 
rfection, and the truth wholly pure, without any exception 
perſons : they will ſee in him an invincible patience in 
pporting the rudeneſs and ignorance of his diſciples: a 
arming ſweetneſs towards finners, that he might gain them 
himſelf; an heroic conſtancy in winking at fins, and in 
ding good to thoſe who offended him; in fine, a zeal always 
ll of charity, which made him take upon himſelf all the 
gour that we deſerve, whilſt in regard of us he difpoſed all 
ings with ſweetneſs, and heaped bleſſings eyen on thoſe who 
cre the moſt unworthy of them. . 

This 
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This is the model which he ought to follow who is employ, 


in the ſalvation of ſouls. If his zeal is not meek, charita 
and difintereſted, though he ſhould labour ever fo mug 


he will reap but very little fruit. = 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in his hunger and thirſt after juſtice. 


Source of all riches! I return thee a thouſand thanks 

having made me ſo poor, fince my continual miſeri 
urge me to have recourſe to thee. For what is there in u 
that deſires not thee, O my God! altho' my blindneſs hinds 
me from knowing my own deſires? Thou art the author of 
bleſſings, of the celeſtial, becauſe they are included in tha 
and of the terreſtrial, becauſe thy divine hand diſtributes the 
according to my corporeal neceſſities. It is from that libe 
hand, that my eyes expect the light, without which they vo 
be covered with darkneſs; tis from it my body begs the ait 
breathes, the bread it eats, and the water it drinks; health 
ſickneſs, the day for labour, and the night for reſt ; ſtreng 
to move, ſucceſs in affairs, and a remedy againſt all the en 
wherewith it is furrounded. | 


That hand which created every thing that is good, diltn 
butes the ſame to us according to our neceffities. Whenla 
a captive, it delivers me; when I am in the midſt of my er 
mies, it defends me; it protects me in danger; it prevents 
evil that threatens me; and if it permits it to befal me; it aff 
me to ſupport it. When only taken up with the cares of li 
and forgetting that moſt powerful hand, I ſeek for hum 
ſupports, if that ſame paternal hand comes not to my hei 
even when I think not on aſking it, and am wholly unwortl 
of it, all my endeavours are unprofitable ; becauſe tir 
haſt been pleaſed that I thould owe only to thee alone wit 
is good in me. Thus does this whole terreſtrial man ſend fo 
continual ſighs towards thee, and the voice of his miſeries inet 
ſantly implores thy mercy. 
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For what ſhall my ſoul do, which is ſo-poor of its own na- 
.. and till poorer thro! its fault? to whom ſhall it have re- 
ke but to thee, O my God! thou beareſt with it when it 
s bringeſt it back when it ſtrays, inſpireſt it with virtue, 
4 teacheſt it the truth; thou giveſt it the will to defire, 
-ngth to accompliſh, and conſtancy to perſevere. Thou 
oft it faith to know thee, hope to invoke thee, and cha- 
to love thee. Without thee all its faculties ſuffer an in- 
iable hunger, becauſe thou alone canſt ſatiate them. The 
ritual gifts which elevate it to thee, and the infinite bleſ- 
os which thou haſt created it capable of, can only come 
m thee. When my powers wander from thee by ſtrange 
(tions they fall into indigence and error: becauſe their 
ural tendency carry them towards thee, who art the com- 
at and ſuperabundant meaſure of their happineſs. Every 
ng they ſeek elſewhere weakens and conſumes them, and 
kes them lead a languiſhing life, in a region of famine and 


ſery. 


I. O thou only and perfect repoſe of thy miſerable creature! 
upon me the eyes of thy mercy: re-eſtabliſh by love what 
u haſt created by love, and what I have deſtroyed by 
atitude. For thou haſt made me for thyſelf alone, and 
Idſt alone be my true and ſolid happineſs. Thy hands 
je formed me in ſuch a manner that the interior and 
rior man depend equally on thee, that they need thy. 
ſtance every moment, and that my body and ſpirit are 
refſed with a continual hunger: and the reaſon is, that 
n I ſeek thee, O my ſovereign felicity! I may reliſh thee 
re joyfully, and receive thy benefits in greater abundance. 


ut thou perceiveſt in me, O Lord! ſomething monſtrous: - 
lieve this truth, I acknowledge, and confeſs it; and yet I 
er from all ſides thoſe periſhable goods which ſlipt out of 
hands; I embrace the wind, feed myſelf with air and 
ke, and am always hungry, but not after thee. I con- 
ally deſire, but defire not thy bleſſings. I know however, 
poor and miſerable as I am, that beiter is one day in thy 
above thouſands ſpent far from thee; P/. Ixxxiii. 11. 
uſe the peace and conſolation which I enjoy with thee 
one ſingle day, recovers my whole ſtrength, makes me 
et all my miſeries, ſupplies all my wants, and fills my 
with a thouſand ſweetnefles : whereas of all the other 
| of my life, I cannot reckon ſo much as one that re- 
les thoſe happy days which are ſpent with thee. LI alſo 
grant, 
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grant, bleffing thy merey, that I have had very few agree 

days out of thy ſervice; and ſtill there remains nothing wi 

me of theſe unhappy days but repentance, and the deim 

_ able to expel from my foul the mortal poiſon they h 
| therein. 


III. Thy mercy, O divine goodneſs! is better than many hn 
Pf. Ixii. 4. becaufe all thoſe lives are full of miſerics x 
lead to death. Extinguiſh in me this vile and earthly li 
which keeps me in a ſhameful ſlavery, that being reſtored; 
the liberty of thy children, I may henceforth love nothing 
thee alone. Shew thyſelf to this blind ſoul, O pure lip 
that it may fee the filth wherein it is plunged, and begin 
defire thy help. Inſpire me with the fear of pleaſures whit 
may hurt me, and the diſlike of thoſe which I have lon 
Give me that interior purity which ſhews the value of ex 
thing, leſt I ſhould loſe thro' my ignorance the reliſh of th 
ſpiritual bleflings thou communicateſt to them that love th 


I dare not, O my God! expreſs by my words the baſent 
indignity, ſhame, and vanity of thoſe things I have hitha 
loved, and which I have ſought after with ſuch a hunger 4 
thirſt as I ought to have had only for thee! I only con 
before thy moſt pure eyes what they clearly ſee in me, ti 
there is nothing ſo holy, but what I am capable of com 
ing, unleſs thou defendeſt it againſt me. 


IV. O divine Jeſus! who knoweſt me ſo perfectly; thout 
my ſaviour, redeemer, and the remedy of all the evil d 
ſeeſt in me, and ſuffereſt with an infinite patience. 
upon the abyſs of my miſeries, that it may draw down that 
thy mercies. If thou plungeſt me into this ſecond abyk 
ſhall come out pure, changed, and renewed, in order to be 
to love thee with all the tenderneſs of my heart, and tokk 
thee with all the fervour of my defires. Remember that i 
haſt faid ; tmvoke me in the day of tribulation ; 1 will deliver 
and thou ſhalt glorify me. Pſ. xlix. 15. Behold now, Ol 
the day of tribulation; not of a temporal tribulation, 
that is more profitable to me than worldly proſperities; 
the day of dangers wherein my miſeries have thrown me 
invoke thee, O my God! from the deep abyſs wherein | 
fallen, and out of which I cannot come without thy help 


Have mercy on me, be my deliverer, and purify my deli 
that I may ſeck thee with an ardent hunger, and be = 


Contemplation on XIII. Suffering. 185 

rnding thee. From the depths I have cried to thee, O Lord! Lord 
xr my voice. Let thy ears be attentiue to the voice of my petition, 

pf. cxxix. 1. May I ſeek only thee, may I find nothing but 

hee, and mayeſt thou alone be my food and life; may I offer 

hee nothing but pure praiſes in this valley-of tears, that my- 
oul, diſengaged from earthly affections, may rejoice only in 

hee ! | | 


v. Thou canſt not refuſe me, O father of mercies! what I 
beg; for thou whiſpereſt to my heart that what I beg of thee, 
s what thou art willing to give me. I earneſtly entreat thee 
o deſtroy every thing in me that oppoſes the communication 
ff thy gifts. I know that I am unworthy of this favour ; but 
grant, O Lord! to thy love and my defires what thou canſt 
ot give tomy merits. Thou oweſt me nothing, I deſerve no- 
thing; I acknowledge alſo that I have rendered myſelf poſi · 
ively unworthy of all thy favours, by the baſeneſs of thoſe 
affections which thou ſeeſt and hateſt in me. But remember, O 
haritable father ! that for the ſpace of thirty-three years thou 
aſt inflamed with the deſires of doing me good, of converting 
ne, and of elevating my love and defire unto thee. Remember 
hoſe amorous diſquiets which thou offeredſt to thy eternal 
ather, for expiating my luke warmneſs; and fince that thirſt 
ter my ſalvation tormented thee fo many years, and fo often 
muWolicited thee in my behalf, fatisfy it, O Lord! by granting me 
hat it begs for me from thy mercy. 


VI. It is thou, O true friend of our ſouls ! that ſupplieſt us 
rith every thing we want. When thou livedſt with us on 
earth, and beheldſt the corruption of our defires, thou 
thaWWmployedſt the purity of thine for their remedy. It was for 
hat reaſon that thy eyes ſhed ſo many tears, that thy ears * 
rere always open to the voice of our neceſſities, that thy 
outh cried out all the day, and that thou ſpenteſt the night 
at o in ſighs before thy father for the ſalvation of all men. 
t was for that end that thou lamenteſt continually over the 


ver | 

) Laff bduracy of our hearts, and that thine, always tender and 
on, Wiaritable, had no pleaſure more ardent than to mollify them, 
es; Nd to kindle the divine love therein, nor forrow more ſenſi- 


me le, than to fee that ſacred fire extinguiſhed-in any of us. In 
Ine, thou ſufferedſt that interior hunger and thirſt for me and 
or every one in particular, as if thou hadſt had but one ſingle 
derlon to fave. | 


fillet Alas! 
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Alas! what are we, O Lord, to cauſe thee ſo much en 
and pains? what expecteſt thou from me, to endure ſuc 
great anguiſh, and to burn with ſo ardent a thirſt ? Why 
O my God!] doſt thou ſotorment thy love? why doſt thou ng 
ſatisfy it in me? haſt thou then loſt that infinite power? why 
doſt thou indulge my free-will ſo far as to allow me to ruin 
myſelf, and to make thee ſuffer ſo much ? Yes, O Lord! i 
this moment, I remit it into thy hands, reſign it entirely u 
thee, and intend for the future that it concur with thee in thy 
defire of being loved by thy creature. | 


VII. I love thee, O my God; and deſire to love thee daily 
more and more. Far from me be all other love; for tho 
alone deſerveſt to be loved by my whole heart. I know that 
it is what thou wouldſt have of me: tor as thou haſt ordained 
that when I merit any thing with thee, I cannot be worthil 
recompenſed, unleſs thou thyſelf art my recompence ; thou 
claimeſt alſo, and with great juſtice, to be alone worthy df 
my love. What, O Lord! doſt thou give thyſelf to me, and 
ſhall I after that baſely deliver myſelf up to things unworthy 
of a heart capable of loving thee ! and fince thou elevateſt my 
ſoul unto thee, permit it not to fall back again into its ancient 
unworthineſs. I offer thee all that is in it, and every thing 
that depends on it. I receive thee as my only happineh, 
receive me alſo as a good which thou haſt purchaſed. Pre 
ſerve me as thy inheritance; loſe me no more, and let me 
never loſe thee, O my Lord! my God, and ſovereign happi 
neſs. 


AN EXPOSITION oF THE LORD's PRAYER. 
In relation to tus hunger and thurft after juſtice. 


E heavens, earth, angels, and men! join with -me 
Come ye works of the Lord, let us all together praiſs 
adore and love him who has created us all. We bleſs ther 
O Lord! and we beg of thee the hunger and thirſt of thy 
love, by the ſame words which thou haſt preſcribed to us: 


thou wilt acknowledge them, ſince they come from thee ; 2 
b wil 
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wilt hear them favourably, fince thou haſt dictated them with 
z deſign to hear them; and thou wilt grant us by. them the 
ardent defires of loving and ſerving thee, ſince it is for that 
reaſon thou haſt commanded us to ſay : RE Ty 


II. Our father. Eternal father, almighty father, merciful 
ather, and charitable father, who carrieſt us all written in 
he book of thy love: who art in ſuch a manner ours, that 
here is nothing in thee but what is our own, and in ſuch a, 
anner father, that thou regardeſt us all as thy well-beloved 
hildren. ef AN 


III. no art in heaven. By that ſame love thou expecteſt us 


hat In the celeſtial palace where thou makeſt thy abode; raiſe up 
ied, ur thoughts thither. If thy wiſdom keeps us at a diſtance 
bin rom thence during the time of this exile, it is not that we 
hon rould be ſeparate from thee; but to make us deſire our 
a ountry, to tranſport us thither one day, and to fill us with 
au oy by the fight of thy countenance, carry all our defires 
thy Wong with thee, that having no longer any thing but diſguſt 


f earthly things; all that is in us may ſigh after the happi- 
jem els of poſſeſſing thee. | g 


ei IV. Hallowed be thy name. Make us comprehend the great- 
jeſs, majeſty, and affection of this name of father, that we 
ay eſteem ourſelves happy in being thy children. Bring 
e whole world to the knowledge of thee; let our ſouls, 
odies, affections, works, and words ſhew what we are to 
hee ; let us ſeek nothing but thy glory and ſervice; and let 
5 appear in all things the true children of ſo holy a Father. 


V. Thy kingdom come. Remove from thy children what 
parates them from thee, and reign thou alone in our ſouls. 
onſider, O merciful father! the dangers wherein we live, 
orten the time of our baniſhment, and call us to thee. 
Why wilt thou ſuffer thy children to love thee and not to 
ehold thee ? But if it be neceſſary to prolong the time of our 
xile, thou mayeſt at leaſt dwell in our hearts, whilſt it con- 
nues. Come into them then, O father full of goodneſs! 
ign therein, O ſovereign Lord! and eſtabliſh thy abode in 
em. If my ſoul is ſo happy as to become thy kingdom 
ere, I conſent for thee to delay me as long as thou pleaſeſt the 
oſſeſſion of thy heavenly kingdom: for in fine I deſire only 
ee, either in heaven, or on earth; and provided thou 
Vol. I. N reigneſt 


me. 
aiſe, 
thet, 
thy 
us:! 
thou 

will 
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reigneſt in me with an abſolute dominion and an unboundy 
power, my defires will be accompliſhed. 


VI. Thy will be done. Come eternal father! extend th 
power, poſſeſs all, and grant that all may obey thee. 'Why 
is our being, and what is it good for, if it is not ſubject u 
thee ? Thou haſt ſaid, O Lord] that we muſt fear thee, and hey 
thy commandments ; for this is all man. Ecclef. xii. 13. All th 
commands are the will of a father full of love, of a fathe 
always attentive to our neceſſities. Why are we then fo blind 
as to abandon ourſelves to the will of any but of thee? My 
this righteous, holy, beneficent, and perfect will, reign 0 
earth as it does in heaven; and may every will which is con. 
trary to it, become ſubject thereto ! Under that divine will the 
blefled ſpirits in heaven live content, in tranquillity, withou 
fear, in the ſure poſſeſſion of all bleffings. Why is it tha 
that men on earth, where they are encompaſſed with dangen 
and enemies, truſt to the arm of the fleſh, and to weak, falt 
and inconſtant wills? Baniſh from the earth, O Lord! all 
that vain confidence, and ſubject it to thy will, as heaven! 
ſubject thereto. h 


VII. Give us this day our daily bread. Since the ſupport d 


a of, = e wwe 


our interior life confiſts in obedience, and thy will and gra 
are the nouriſhment of our ſouls, grant that being daih l 
fortified and renewed, by that ſpiritual food which we recein ; 
and always deſire, we may ſigh after thee with a conſtanil © 
hunger. But it is time, O Lord! to begin thy work, give «Ml © 
this day that ſuperſubſtantial bread, for we are not ſure of living 
to-morrow ; and continue to give us it daily, till we arrive à 
that great day which is no more ſucceeded with any night. 4 
VII. And forgive us our treſpaſſes. Let not my fins hinds - 
thee from granting me this favour: I aſk thee not, O Lori © 
to diſcharge me from the obligation of loving and fervingil © 
thee ; this is a debt I would always pay, and from which [ « 10 
not intend to be ever diſcharged; but remit me thoſe I ha- 
contracted, by robbing thee of the honour which was tl 4 


due, and giving it to creatures. I cannot ſatisfy for what! 
owe thee on that account, but by withdrawing my love fro 
all created objects; I give it to thee, O my God! wholly col 
frozen, and imperfect as it is, purify it ſo as to be capable ® 
pleafing thee. 
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As we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. Thou haſt pro- 
miſed me, O Lord! to pardon me when thou obligedſt me to 
pardon thoſe that have offended me. Since thou wilt have 
me to be ſo liberal, poor as I am, how canſt thou be reſerved 
in forgiving me, being ſo powerful as thou art? I heartily 
pardon in obedience to thy commands; pardon me alſo in 
accompliſhment of thy promiſe. 


IX. And lead us not into temptation. Finiſh thy work, O Lord! 
take care of me, do thou conduct me, and deliver me from 
the temptations which diſturb me. Thou wilt not, O eternal 
father ! that thy children be tempted above their ſtrength ; 
and thou knoweſt what we loſe if it happens that we are 
overcome.  Tempt us, try us, according to thy will; but 
aſſiſt us, and triumph in us by the force of thy love. 


X. But deliver us from evil. Amen. Thou knoweſt, O Lord ! 
how frail and corrupt this fleſh of ours is, with how many 
evils it is encompaſled, and to what dangers we are expoied in 
this exile. Thou ſeeſt we can do nothing without thy affiſting 
grace. Thou haſt promiſed thy children, O heavenly father! 
that living water, which from our hearts, whereinto thou 
poureſt it, flows unto eternal life, that is to ſay, unto thee. 
My ſoul pants after that ſalutary water, and after that bread 
of life; appeaſe its hunger and thirſt; that being fed and 
ſatisfied with thee alone, it may have nothing but difguſt for 
every thing elſe. 


O mother of mercy ! who always defired the eternal goods, 
and were always filled therewith; have compaſſion on the 
children of Eve, baniſhed from their own country, and 
obtain for us by your merits that heavenly fire, which is to be 
the whole conſolation of our baniſhment. Bleſſed ſpirits, 
who deſire with aſſurance freſh communications of bliſs, and 
enjoy your defires with plenitude ; make us continually defire 
the bleflings which you poſſeſs, that by your interceſſion we 


2 one day poſſeſs them with you in the church triumphant. 
men. | 


XIV. SUFFER- 


XIV. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 


During his Public Life. 


The obligation of living among — manners were ſo contrary 
40 His. 


UNGER and thirſt after juſtice in the ſervants of God, 

is trequently attended with another very grievous pain, 

which is to live among people whoſe conduct is infinitely con- 
trary to their own: notwithſtanding they cannot avoid them, 
becauſe the charity of Jeſus Chriſt urges them to make him 
known, loved, and ſerved by all men. They have a live) 
ſenſe of the obligation they lie under of. labouring for. the 
ſalvation of their neighbour, and of the ingratitude there would 
be in refuſing God what they owe him. Thus in beholdingon 
one fide the forgetfulneſs of God wherein men live, and on 
the other their attachment to the world, with that great num- 
ber of fins which are daily committed, they are pierced with 
forrow ; but there ncver was any like to that of our Saviour. 
This is what obliged him to conceal his majeſty, to chuſe a 
poor and common life, to have nothing fingular in his ex 
terior, and to live undiſtinguiſhed among men. * In} 


S _ | | hs * — — . n 


He lived in a poor cottage, which was opened to every one, WF: 
that he might give an example to all of an innocent, modelt, Il. 
and regular life; being peaceable and ſubject to the law of Wi! 
God, without diſcovering that greatneſs and divine wiſdom Bo! 
whoſe plenitude he poſſeſſed. He remained in filence, becauſe Nec 
the time of ſpeaking and working miracles was not yet come. 
They had little conſideration for his perſon, and ſmall eſteem 
for his ſanctity, becauſe he was regarded as an ordinary man; 
but as he was ſenſibly affected with the diforders, malice, 
quarrels, violences, injuſtices, falſhoods, blaſphemies, and I: 
centiouſneſs of the Jew! people. He beheld with an extreme 
pain, the ambition of the great, the hypocriſy of the prieſts 
the vanity of the doctors of the law, the avarice of the magll 
trates, the vexation of the innocent, the oppreſſion of the 
poor, the pride of the rich, the contempt of virtue and 
truth, and the general forgetfulneſs of God and ſalvation. 


II.! 
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II. It cannot be imagined what the majeſty of his divine 
perſon had to ſuffer, amidit ſo many brutiſh and clowniſh 
men; his ſanity with a vicious and profane nation; his 
zeal for his father's glory, in ſo great a liberty of finning; in 
a word, all our Saviour's perfections contributed to torment 
him, and all the diſorders committed before his eyes, were ſo 
many wounds wherewith they pierced his heart. He could 
have ſpared himſelf the fight of them by retiring like St. John 
Baptiſt, into ſolitude; but being come to fave men, that live 
with one another, he contented himſelf with experiencing a 
ſolitary life, by a retreat and faſt for forty days; waiting till 
the holy ghoſt would inſpire many ſervants of God, in ſue- 
ceeding ages, with the inſtitution and practice thereof, and 
choſe for himſelf a common Jife; becauſe he had more occaſi- 
ons of ſuffering therein, and was to be the maſter and model 
of all men. BOT Of ©: 


III. But it ſeems that by this ſociable life which he led on 
on earth, he deſigned particularly to teach us three things. Firſt, 
on he manner of treating profitably with men. Secondly, 
m- Ihe mildneſs wherewigh we ought to bear with their faults. 
ith WT birdly, The fortitude with which we ought to reſiſt their bad 
ur. examples, and deſpiſe their falſe judgments. 


er- There are ſome general rules in the holy ſeripture, concern- 
ing the firſt of theſe inſtructions. Chriſt eſtabliſhes one of 
them when he ſays: % let your liga ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee your good works, and glorify your father, who is in heaven. 
Mat. v. 16. He will have to us live in the fight of all people, 
rich ſo much purity as never to tranſgreſs the divine law; 
ontrary to the conduct of certain perſons, who approve in 
zuſe Necret the precepts which God has given us, but in public act 
me. Wie libertine, for fear of diſpleaſing worldlings. To thoſe looſe 
em {Wciriſtians it is that Chriſt declares : that ke will deny them before 
an; W's Father, fince they deny him before men. Mat. x. 33. As he is 
lice, Wo glorify his faithful ſervants in the fight of the whole world, 
ge the laſt judgment; he alſo juſtly requires them to glority 
eme him on earth. | | 


[tis not ſufficient to have good intentions; we muſt ſhew. 
them by good works, that we may not ſcandalize our neigh- 
bour. For woe to that man by whom ſcandals come; it is better for 
um that a mill-ftone be put about his neck, and he caſt into the ſea. 
Luke xvii. 1, 2. Our Lord requires us to give good example, 
not that we may be the more eſteemed, but that God may 


— 
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be glorified thereby, without whom we cannot bear any fryit 
no more than the branch, which withers when it is cut of 
from the vine, and is no longer fit for any thing but to be 
burnt. . 


The apoſtle St. Paul gives us another rule, which is tg 
owe no man any thing, but that of loving one another; for he that lng 
has neighbour has fulfilled the lau, Rom. xiii. 8. By theſe word 
he teaches us the holy freedom, and chriſtian independeney, 
in which we ovght to live amongſt men, by following na 
our own humour, but our duty. For when we are actuated 
only by fancy, and without any regard to thoſe with whon 
we live, we offend them ; we are obliged afterwards to make 
them ſatisfaction, and we have the leſs freedom thereby. 


This rule teaches us alſo how we ought to behave in friend 
ſhip, wherein we muſt engage ourſelves in ſuch a manner, a 
to do nothing for our friends, that is contrary to our conſci 
ence; becauſe the complaiſance we have for men, ought u 
be founded on the love of God, and on charity towards out 
neighbour. On the love of God, to obſerve his law faithfully, 
without any human reſpect, in all occaſions; and on charity 
towards our neighbour, in doing good to every one as far asme 
are able, but always from the motive of divine love. 


If we have little power, let us have a great deal of good 
will; and let us be more intent on feeking occahons of oblig 
ing, than reaſons for excuſing ourſelves therefrom. We ſhal 
teſtify thereby that we are the true children of that heavenly 
father, who is the author of all bleſſings. In fine, let us be 
ſuch towards all men, as we wiſh them to be towards us 
by doing and procuring them, by our words and actions 
all the good and all the advantages that lie in our power, 
with leſs regard to the quality of their perſons, than to thei 
neceſſities. 


IV. As to what regards the choice of friends, St. Pa 
1 Cor. v. 15. forbids us to eat with the wicked, unleſs it K 
to do them good; leſt we ſhould imitate or ſeem to approit 
of their conduct. But if zeal for their ſalvation obliges u 
to treat with them, charity will teach us the time and manne 
of doing it, without prejudice to ourſelves, or ſcandal t0 
our neighbour in regard of familiarity, we ought not to ha 
any if poſſible, but with thoſe who have the ſame inclination 


for virtue that we have; if we find none ſuch, it will be good 
Soar —Y 
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4 behave civilly, mildly, and affably to all, and not to be fa- 
jliar with any. Thoſe whom we conſult for our conduct, 
pught to be ſecret, prudent, and well intentioned, capable df 
-ntering into our neceſſities, of confidering our good and 
zun as their dun, of making us follow good advice, and-'6f 
giving authority to their counſels by their virtue. 41 


* „ 


But as in common life there are many occaſions of doing good, 
o there are many alſo of offending God: he that reſolves 
o live among men, ought to preſerve the purity of his man- 
ers with extreme care; for then God will not fait giving him 
light and grace to conduct himfelf without danger to himſelf, 
and with profit to others. Let him be upon his guard alſo 
againſt a very common, but miſtaken notion, which is to 
magine, that the practice of virtues, and exerciſe of piety, 


nd. re incompatible with an active life; and therefore put 9 
„a be amendment of his life to a time of repoſe and ſolitude, 
ſc+ Whehich perhaps he will never have. This is an excuſe ſuggeſt- 


d by corrupt nature, which ſeeks always how to ſhake o 

yoke of virtue. It is known by experience how dangerous 
his illuſion is, and that he who js not deſirous of being holy 
rity every where, is not ſo any where. 


If therefore you would labour one day in retirement with 
ucceſs to your ſpiritual advancement, neglect it not in the 
mbarraſſment wherein you are at preſent. God deſerves to 


lg Ne ſerved in all the times of our life, and there is none of which 
hal re muſt not give him an account. Jeſus Chriſt our model 
en nade none of theſe diſtinctions; among men he was always 
; VeWaittentive to the will of his father. His life was ſo pure, that 


he defied his enemies to convidt him of fin ; John viii. 46. and 
never was any thing more admirable than his moderation, his 
meekneſs, his tranquility, his recollection, and all the marks 
ff a perfect holineſs, in the midſt of a reſtleſs people, that 
followed him in crowds even into the deſert. 


Let the ſervants of God remember therefore, in the com- 
erce they are obliged to have with the world, to preſerve, 
after the example of our Saviour, an interior ſpirit, attention 
0 God, and fidelity in the practice of virtues. For the praper 
and natural effect of the actions of Chriſt, when we.confider 
hem with a deſign of imitating them, is to communicate ta 
urs the light, order, efficacy, and ſangtity, with which they 
vere filled, | | 

V. Me 
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V. We learn alfo by his example, to bear with the fail 
of thoſe among whom we live. For it is of him the proply 
 Hatahtells us: that he Hall not cry, nor accept perſons, neither fu 
tus voice be heard abroad—he ſhall not be ſad nor turbulent. xlii.1 
He heard, and ſaw many diſorders, was ſenſibly touch 
therewith, and yet he kept filence, becauſe his time to remej 
them was not come. , | 


It is a great virtue to know how to ſuffer and be filent 
without which one cannot poſleſs interior peace, which is chich 
neceſſary when we are obliged to converſe with perſons who 
manners, conditions, and actions are different from our: 
for moſt men cannot bear to be reproved, either becauſe 
do not think that what pleaſes them can diſpleaſe / others, a 
becauſe the juſteſt and. moſt moderate contradiction, alway 
offends the delicacy of their pride. 


To ſee continually and take no notice of things which dif 
pleaſe, and which with reaſon one diſapproves, is one of the mol 
grievous pains of life, particularly for good people, when 60 
draws them to him, and raiſes them by the communicatia 
of his ſpirit above human ſentiments, and the corrupt view 
of fleſh and blood. What care ſoever the ſervant of God thet 
takes to become all things to all men to gain all, a life ſocon 
trary to that of ſinners, often excites againſt him murmuring 
contempt, and perſecution. But how ſevere ſoever that tri 
may be, let him not change his conduct, but be perſuade 
that the devil raiſes this ſtorm only to ſhake him in his holiet 
reſolutions, and to make him at laſt abandon his undertaking 
and yield to the temptation. 


Therefore he ought then to have recourſe to Chriſt, to be 
of him continually his light, that he may not loſe the interio 
fight of truth; to arm himſelf with conſtancy that he may nd 
quit the work of God; to humble himſelf before him, and 
acknowledge himſelf worthy of the contempt of all men; wht 
revenge thereby the injuries he has done to God. Let hin 
give him thanks for the defire he has to ſerve him; and 
the other gifts which he has received from his bounty : K 
him ſay to himſelf that he is more obliged to bear with othen 
than others are to bear with him; that heaven is to be put 
chaſed by patience ; and that if others were to bear with bt 
faults, they would take the deeper root in him. 


1 
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Let him hold it for certain, that fince the ſucceſs of his 
-bour, and the converſion of ſinners whom he beholds periſh- 
g with ſo much ſorrow does not depend on him; he ought 
ot to be diſturbed thereby, but charitably to compaſſionate 
eir misfortune. Let him in fine be comforted by theſe words 
f Iſaiah : xxx. 15. F you return and be quiet, you ſhall be ſaved: 
filence and in hope ſhall your ſtrength be. For-the relief of good 
cople is to be filent, and to expect the moment of the Lord, 
ichout that they cannot be eaſy; and as they find ſtill in 


e 

1 eir own conduct many faults, they ought to be their own 
wedge, and not wonder at their not gaining upon others what 
ey have not yet obtained over themſelves. | | | 


VI. The third thing which our Saviour teaches us, is not 
regulate our lives by the ſentiments or examples of thoſe 
mong whom we live; _ unleſs they ſerve God, and ſeek him in 
e hmplicity of their hearts. St. Paul ſays on one hand, Gal, i. 
p. that if he did yet pleaſe men, he ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt: 
moll id he affirms on the other, 1 Cor. ix. 22. that he became all 
Gong 19 all men, that he might ſave all; in order to teach us, 
lion at we muſt ſo accommodate ourſelves to the weakneſs of 
emen, with a defign of gaining them to Chriſt, as never to 
part ſrom that pure virtue which Chriſt has taught us, This 
a medium very difficult to be obſerved in the commerce of 
e world, wherein the moſt virtuous are too often drawn 


ings 

15 ray by the multitude, relaxing themſelves by degrees from 
lade eir firſt fervour, and becoming at laſt like others. For we 
oliefWuſt have a well eſtabliſhed virtue, for ſupporting the continual 


poſition of parents, friends, and thoſe among whom we 
nſtantly are; for doing in their fight the contrary of what 
ey do and love; and for being reſolved to diſpleaſe them, 


o ber order to pleaſe God alone. 

terid! | 

zy not Such are thoſe vigorous ſouls whom God commonly fills 
; and th the treaſures of his grace, and concerning whom the 


al prophet cries out; Pf. xxx. 20. How great is the multi- 
t hin F hy /weetneſs, O Lord! which thou hafl hid for them that 
nd err tho haft perfected it for them that hope in thee, in the fizht 

the children of men; that is to ſay, for thoſe whom human 
then oments withdraw not from the truth which thou interiorly 
cheſt them. Thou halt hide them in the ſecret of thy countenance 
th bg” {fe diſturbance of men: thou ſhalt protect them in thy tabernacle 
m the contradiction of tongues. 


Let 


— 
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Let a good man therefore deſpiſe the diſcourſe of worldli 
when he gives them no juſt ground of murmuring: let him 
attentive to his duty, ſhutting his ears to every thing elſe, af 
preparing himſelf to reſiſt with conſtaney the wiſe and pow 
ful of the world, in what regards the perfection of a chriſt 
life. We are incapable of this reſolution, whilſt we conting 
to have human views and pretenhons; and he alone can jy 
it in execution, who ſeeks only the glory of God, and confidg 
as unworthy of himſelf, all that greatneſs and authority whit 
the goſpel rejects. If he is — of deluſion and fingulariy 
let him not wonder thereat, but on the contrary perſuade hin 
ſelf that his accuſers are deceived, and that one is not finguly 
when he has Chriſt, the apoſtles, the martyrs, and an innit 
number of other ſaints on his fide. 


VII. This inſtruction regards alſo the religious who livei 
communities. Tho' they all make profeſſion of the ſame ki 
of life, yet we ought to imitate only thoſe who fulfil the oll 
gations of their ſtate. Let them therefore diſtinguiſh then 
ſelves by their obedience towards their ſuperiors, their pat 
ence in contradictions, their ſweetneſs in regard of every on 
by the ſimplicity and humility of their conduR, the defire « 
perfection, and the exact obſervation of their rules: and! 
living after this manner is being fingular, I advife them to) 
ſo. But to obtain peace, they muſt obſerve the followi 
maxims. 


r. Let them not ſeek the favour of thoſe that govern them 
but obey them with a perfect ſubmiſſion. Let them obſen 
the firſt of theſe maxims, that they may yot give to mat 
heart already conſecrated to God; and the ſecond, that ti 
may honour God in the perſon of their ſuperior. 


2. Let them maintain no. friendſhip which may diſtal 
their mind, or diſturb their heart. * 


2. Let them ſeek nothing in religion but the peace of 
heart and the purity of the foul. | 


4. Let them behave well even towards thoſe that have ut 
them ill, and know, that to regard any one as an enemy! 
the houſe of God, is a ſource of diviſion and trouble. 


g. Let them tenderly love the moſt contemptible of t ; 


brethren, and bear towards them a holy defire of doing the 
god 
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od; for the leſs they are in the eyes of men, the more 
wer they have with God; and hold in religion the ſame rank 
Chriſt held on earth. 


6. Let them not be dazzled by the authority of thoſe who 
feſs the firſt places. The loweſt employments are no lefs 
timable in religion, than the higheſt; and to think our- 
Ives honoured, becauſe we are above others; or deſpiſed, be- 
uſe we are the laſt of all, is a ſentiment altogether unworthy 
a religious perſon. 


7. Let them apply themſelves with freedom to the practice 
pure virtue, in peace and ſilence, even tho' others ſhould 
glect it. 


8. Let them ſupport themſelves by hope in their domeſtic 
publes and perſecutions; and be perſuaded that heaven is 
omiſed them at that price. This indeed is an extreme! 
ere ſort of croſs, as well becauſe it is continual, as Ae 
e is ill uſed by ones own brethren, and that thoſe who paſs 
r virtuous, perſecute virtue itſelf under pretence of zeal. 


9. When calumny impoſes any evil upon them which they 
ve not done, or gives a bad turn to the good they do, by 
aking them paſs for hypocrites, let them pray for their ac- 
ſers, and ſuffer this injuſtice in ſilence and peace, with 
ekneſs and perſeverance ; let them humble themſelves be- 
e God, becauſe they have need of ſo violent a remedy for 
cure of their wounds, and becauſe it is neeſſary for their 
ration, that the ſervants of God ſhould become their perſecu- 
ſs. 


10. Let them carefully preſerve the love of ſufferings ; let 
m always regard them with eſteem and reſpect, judging 
mſelves even unworthy of having any ſhare in the chalice 
our Lord ; and let them often beg of God never to loſe the 
ht which diſcovers to them, that the way of the croſs is the 
| and ſafeſt for them. Let them endeavour to do good to 
„ and to ſerve them as their maſters and ſuperiors, without 
pecting from them either favour, praiſe, or” recompence : 
4 let _ the evil that is ſaid of them turn them out of the 
zut road, 


11. If they ſee that regular diſcipline relaxes, let them at 
t time ſeriouſly apply to the reiormation of themſelves - 
an 
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and conſider that they are come into religion to ſerve'o 
and to bear with them, and not te be ſpared therein. If x 
wrong is done them, let them not complain of it, but h 
upon themſelves as ſla ves whom their maſters may mal 
when they pleaſe. Thoſe who have not theſe ſentiments, x 
on whom ſuch wholeſome advice makes no impreſſion, his 
prophane and ſecular heart under a religious habit. 


j 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt bearing with the manners of thoſe amongſt whom he ln 


Maſter of eternal truth! O charitable ſhepherd 

ſtrayed ſheep! O divine Jeſus, repairer of our lolls 
what then muſt that love be which binds thee ſo cloſely 
us, that in ſpite of our corruption, which thou haſt ſo great 
abhorrence of, thou canſt not ſeparate thyſelf from us ! Th 
haſt filled heaven with angels, who praiſe thee, love tit 
adore thee, and ſerve thee without interruption ; and th 
deſcendeſt from heaven upon earth to live the ſpace of thi 
years amongſt men who have neither reſpect nor love 
thee. Thou dwelleſt in the midſt of a diſorderly, unjuſt, 
impious nation, where thou beholdeſt nothing but fin. 


Who has obliged thee, O my God! thus to change! 
manner of acting in regard of men? Thou cameſt to find 
Adam, after his diſobedience, in the terreſtrial paradiſe, i 
drove him out of it; thou didſt deſcend at the clamour of 
ſins of Sadom and Gomorrah, which was come unto thee, 1 
deſtroyed thoſe infamous cities. When thou didſt mal 
through the deſerts in the midſt of the HMraelites, Moſes | 
great difficulty to appeaſe thy wrath, ready to exterm! 
that ungrateful people; and yet almoſt all thoſe who! 
come out of Egypt periſhed at laſt in the deſert, and ſaw! 
the promiſed land. But now, O Lord! thou who art the li 
omnipotent, eternal, and infinite God, comeſt to conn 
with men; thou nearly ſeeſt their fins, dwelleſt in d 
houſes, walkeſt through their ſtreets, heareſt their blaſphem! 


and doſt not puniſh them. Are their crimes leſs crying l 
th 
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\ſe of Sedom ? Haſt thou now leſs abhorrence of fin, than 
Du hadſt then? or doſt thou love us more than thou lovedſt 


ancient people? 


th! how great reaſon had David to ſay of thee, in con- 
ration of thy goodneſs towards us: P/. Ixxxiv. 2, 3. Thou 
forgiven the iniquity of thy people thou haſt covered all their 
. Thou haſt mitigated all thy wrath : :hou haſt turned away from 
wrath of thy indignation , and to deliver us from thence, 
du haſt turned all its rigour againſt thyſelf. Thou haſt 
ofen rather to draw us by thy preſence, than to confound us 
thy anger. Thou didſt not take any notice of all our 
orders; thou hadſt compaſſion on us in all our pains, and 
reſt with the importunities, humours and extravagancies of 
whole world; but thou fanedſt in darkneſs, O divine light! 
the darkneſs did not comprehend thee, John i. 5. Thou waſt 
father of all without being loved; the God of all without 
ng honoured ; the treaſure of all without being eſteemed ; 
happineſs of all without being defired ; the ſhepherd of all 
hout being followed ; and the ſovereign good of all without 
eng ſought after. 


|. Happy would he have been who could have approached 
thee, converſed with thee, ſeen thee, and heard thee, 
ing the whole time of thy mortal life ! But art thou now, 
thou life of my ſoul! leſs ſweet, leſs affable, and leſs 
eſſible? Thou art ſtill the ſame; thou ſeeſt me, and 
reſt with me. Thou art ſo near me, that thou converſeſt 
n me in the bottom of my heart. Thou winkeſt at my 
Its; and waiteſt till I am attentive to thy voice, and careful 
loving and ſerving thee. Be not in me, O my God! as a 


100 t in darkneſs; enlighten my ſoul, and pierce it quite 
ſe, Meugh with the rays of thy ſplendor. If I had preſumed 
, of Wc lire any thing, and had it been permitted me to have 


ged a favour of thy majeſty, I ſhould have eſteemed myſelf 
happy that I could have been the laſt in thy houſe, and 
„eto abide always at the door, that I might kiſs the marks 
hy feet, and the ground whereon thou didſt walk. 


II. The royal prophet well underſtood that one fingle day 
t in this manner, was better than a thouſand lives. But 
t was too little for ſatisfying thy love, O infinite goodneſs ! 
comeſt to ſeek me thyſelf, thou entereſt into my houſe, 
dwelleſt in my heart, and I find thee therein when 1 
ſe; thou oyerlookeſt the evil thou ſeeſt there, and in ſpite 

| | ot 
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of all my miſeries, thou haſt not yet abandoned me. | 
becauſe thou art willing to heal me, provided I would 
to thee, love thee, and converſe with thee. © 


Turn therefore towards thee, O God of love! ally 
defires, affections, and thoughts: for what can I defire 
what canſt thou give me better than thyſelf? Thou an; 
moſt precious of all thy goods; one cannot defire any th 
beyond thee, and thou giveſt me all that thou art. Why 
am I, O my God! when I feek any thing but thee? Wha 
FE when I love not thee? Where are all my ſenſes, when 1; 
not attentive to thee? Enlighten me, O eternal light! ſpeak 
me, O divine ſhepherd? may I hear thy voice, may I ky 
it, and may I never follow any other. 


Is it poſſible that I ſhould be ſo miſerable, and yet ſo ꝝ 
thee at the ſame time? that I ſhould be ſo remote from th 
and thou be in me? Thou ſeeſt, O Lord ! my miſeries, know 
my neceflities, and feeleſt my loſſes. Hearken to the voice 
my poverty, have pity on the evils I endure; and fince If 
thee here in ſecrecy and filence, caſt upon me the eyes oft 
mercy. Grant that I may not live with thee without think 
on thee ; but let my whole interior embrace thee ; let meh 
thee, follow thee, and deſire only thee ; and let me find int 
alone all the ſweetneſs and repoſe of my life. 


IV. I confeſs before thee, O my God! all the evils whi 
thou ſeeſt, that thou mayeſt heal them in ſuch a manne 
thou pleaſeſt; may I be ſenſible of them, may I avoid the 
and may thy goodneſs pardon me them. Thou haſt juſtly 
niſhed me from heaven; but thou wouldſt have me to dd 
it, to ſeek it, to merit it, and to make it the firſt of my a 
cerns. Thou haſt expreſsly commanded me to do fo, 
wilt require a ſtrict account of me herein. And as fort 
I make myſelf a heaven of this valley of tears, am whi 
poſſeſt with the vanitics I ſee, and forget thee. 


My ſole application is to pleaſe men with whom II 
and I am ſo much afflicted with having diſpleaſed them, g 
my happineſs depended on them. I eſteem their praiſes 8 
they were the deſerved recompence of my actions: I amid 
when they are diſcontented with me, and rejoice when 
are ſatished with me. I am aſhamed with being like d 
with being humble, meek, patient, and with deſpifing 


judgments of men. I efteem what they approve, although! 
con 
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ontrary to thy law, For ſatisfying them I neglect thy ſervice, 
ad depart from the purity of thy doctrine. Pardon me, O 
vine mercy | that little reſpect I have had for thee. Thou 
noweſt how much greater power the diſcourſes of men have 
ver me, than the conſideration of thy majeſty. I think my- 
If great when they eſteem me, although thou deſpifeft me. 
am humble when they reject me, although I be agreeable to 
ee, Thus I overturn the truth, and confound all the per- 
tion and purity of virtue. 


do with great application every thing that appears lauda- 
le before their eyes, and if they refuſe me their approbation, 
am grieved thereat. I perſevere in all the exerciſes of chrif- 
an piety, whilſt they ſee me; and before thee, O Lord! I 
lukewarm, languiſhing, and am contented with the little I 
> for thee, without conſidering what I owe thee. What ad- 
antage then do I find in the commerce of the world, O thou 
od of my foul! but to live among mortal, miſerable, and 
aniſhed men, ſuperficial in their views, uncertain in their 
dinions, blind in the knowledge of the truth, deceived in the 
dements they paſs of good and evil, obſtinate in vice, waver- 
gin virtue, and living in a continual difquiet? Thoſe who 
e above others, are neither better nor leſs miferable. Malice 
d miſery are to be found every where: what then can I ex- 
ct from them? O my Lord and my God! 


V. I ſhall be judged according to what thou ſeeft in me, O 
| judge of thelivingand the dead! men ſee only the exterior, 
ve not into the bottom of any thing, nor do they know truth; 


1 1 yet in deference to their judgements, I loſe myſelf and 

ſt W2ndon thee. Deliver me from the eyes of men, they are 

o es of baſiliſks, which kill by their ſecret poiſon every thing 

Mager look upon. What do I hope for when I put my truſt in 

2 en? They will not do what it is not in their power to do; 
'1 } 


4 if they can do any thing, they always want power in 
at is moſt neceſſary tor me. When they uſe me ill, and 
ſtead of knowing how to take the good I do them, they 
mplain of me, ill-treat me, and perſecute me; I find no 
nſolation but with thee; and thy paternal love is my only 
uge. Why then, O divine Jeſus! art thou not the firſt ob- 
of my cares and inquiries? | y 


The diſorder of mind which thou beholdeſt in me on that 
ect is inconceivable. I know the vanity and falſe luſtre of 
ſe goods which dazzle me; I know they can neither render 
me 
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me better nor more happy: that nothing will remain to meg 


their poſſeſſion but a moſt bitter repentance, and a more 
tain aſſurance, that we can only find in thee alone the truep 


poſe. n 


Immortal thanks be given to thee, O my God! for havi 
diſpoled things in ſuch a manner, that I cannot be ſatishy 
but in poſſeſſing ſolid and eternal goods. Turn away my gg 
from vanity; deliver me from every thing that deprives meg 
the true goods; fortify me againſt the falſe opinions of met 
and grant that the deluſion and enchantment of trifles m 
never ſeparate me from thee, O immutable truth! O ſovereig 
felicity! | 


VI. But thou haſt commanded me, O Lord! to love thi 
very men whom thou forbiddeſt me to follow; that I mig 
follow none but thee alone. Thou knoweſt my ſmall ligh 
and how incapable my weakneſs renders me of ſatisfying tha 
obligation. Inſtruct me, O divine maſter! fince it is for ou 
inſtruction that thou art deſcended from heaven, and haf 
vouchſafed to be the companion of our pilgrimage. I a 
willing, O my God! to bear with every one, to ſerye eve 
one, to be deſpiſed and mal-treated by every one, if thou hal 
fo ordained it. I am ready to ſuffer all men to riſe up again 
me, if thou permitteſt it. Only dilate my heart, that I mi 
love them all out of that pure charity which I ought to han 
for thee; teach me to prefer it to every other love, and nd 
even to ſuffer any other in my heart. Conduct me, O he 
venly guide! in all my ways, that I may not go aſtray among 
the viciffitudes and inconſtancy of human things. x 


Grant that I may rather chuſe the diſgrace than the fara 
of men, leſt my heart ſhould abandon thee to follow then 
Diſpel the clouds which hide thy light from me, that I mi 
not be deceived by appearances, but eſteem every thing: 
cording to its worth. Thou wouldſt have me not 10 fear i 
that kill the body, and cannot kill the foul; but rather fear thee ul a 
able to ruin both body and ſoul in hell, Mat. x. 28. But, that I mi 
be able to accompliſh thy word, eſtabliſh in me the love! 
the true life, and the contempt of this. Grant that I mi 
place all my glory in loving, pleaſing, and ſerving thee. Ra 
thou in my heart, that perfef charity may caſt out from thence 
fear of creatures, 1 To. iv. 18. 

VII. Teach one 
Vo! 
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VI. Teach me, O Lord! how much T ought to eſteem thy 
doctrine and imitation: for, alas! J loſe very little, in lofing 
redit, honour, and reputation among men, if I am ſo happy 
zs to be agreeable to thee. All that men can give me is but 
xterior and ſuperficial, and reaches not to the bottom of my 
dul; thou alone comforteſt it interiorly, and filleſt it with an 
ineffable ſweetneſs. When ſhall I find myſelfenriched, ſancti- 
fed, and filled in this exile with the conſolations of the hea- 
venly country? Look favourably on me, O my God! andI 
ſhall be rich in the privation of all creatures; and content un- 
{cr the diſgrace of all men. 


Give me thoſe virtues whereby I may pleaſe thee, that I may 

ot be to any one a juſt occahon of ſcandal and fin. Give 
e an extenhon of heart which may make me love and ſerve 
very one for the love of thee. Draw all my hope and defires 
o thee, ſince they are due only to thee, and are ill- employed 
or every thing elſe ; but for thee. Reſtrain my tongue and 
 ouneMortify my heart, that l may ſuffer in filence every affliction 
hat ſhall befal me. Let me regard the grandees of the world 
only as worms of the earth during their life, and as the food 
pf worms after their death, that thou maycſt be the only 
great and powerful in my foul. 


nan Undeceive me as to all falſe appearances, that I may follow 
haWnly the pure truth, that thou mayeſt be my ſole recompence, 
hat I may prefer thee always, as I ought, to all the wiſe, to 
Il friends, to all relations, and to all the ſaints living on earth; 
nd that nothing may hinder me from accompliſhing what 
nou inſpireſt me with, or make me abandon thy doctrine. 
upport me, O Lord! thou who knoweſt my weakneſs, amongſt 
vouite contradictions -I ſhall meet with in thy ſervice, leſt I 
hould yield thereto. Defend me, guide me, inſtruct. me, 
ma 3 enliven me, O my fortitude, my way, my truth, and my 
ile |! 


b VIII. How caſy is it for thee, O eternal beauty! to draw up- 
0088" thyſelf the eyes of my ſoul. I plainly know that I live 
ve gay becauſe thou protecteſt me againſt my enemies; and 
lat, if Jam not yet loſt, it is becauſe thou takeſt care of 
ne, and governeſt me. But if I find this ſupport in thee, 
den when I forget thee, what ſhall I find in thee, when every 
ling in me is employed about thee? Rectify, O Lord! my 
itentions and defigns, that I may reſolve to pleaſe only thee 
one: for to whom ought I to conſecrate my interior, but to 
Vol. I. O thee ? 
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thee? And who can ſatisfy me out of thee, O my Gad and n 
all? If thou who art the divine fire, warmeſt not my ſoul, hoy 
can it love thee ? Become ſo preſent to it, O my God, thaty 
ſleeping, eating, or ſpeaking, at all times, in every place, j 
action, and reſt, I may behold thee, that I may live be 
thee with that fear and reſpect which is due to thy preſen 
and that I may always adhere to what is-moſt agree 
to thee. i 


Moſes would not leave the place where he was, till thy 
hadſt promiſed him to go before thy people; becauſe he 
not think himſelf ſafe without thee; and by converſing w 
thee the ſpace of forty days, he knew his own weaknef a 
thy power. And as for me, O Lord! how ſhall I walk withay 
thee amidſt the dangers which ſurround me? If J am hey 
after in heaven to be loſt in thee, O my God! and to eng 
therein eternal delights, why doſt thou not join to eternity th 
ſhort time that remains of my baniſhment, that I may beg 
at preſent to live to thee and in thee? Thou cameſt up 
earth, and livedſt amongſt men, only that they might ha 
with them their maſter, model, and happineſs. I conjy 
thee therefore, O Lord! by that ſame love with which the 
draweſt us to thee, that in living among men, I may ha 
thee always preſent, and that thou mayeſt be every where n 
maſter, my guide, and my light. A 


O moſt pure mother of God! you who found on earth 
the converſation of Jeſus, riches infinitely more precious th 
all thoſe of the powerful of the world, and were more agg 
able to him than all creatures; introduce me into his preſen 
make me enjoy his converſation, and may all other en 
ments become infipid to me. And ye blefſed ſpirits! wh 
the continual viſion of that divine Saviour fills with all f 
of bleffings, ye know that I run to my ruin, when 1 folk 
him not; obtain me the grace of being in this life charnt 
with his beauty, and inflamed with his love; till I poſſeſs l 
with you in heaven. Amen. | 
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reſemblance of them and the puniſhment due to them in his 
circumcifion, and in the penitential works which he practiſed 
all his life : but to become alſo like penitent ſinners, he would 
be baptiſed with them, and ſanctify the waters whereby the 
children of Adam were to be purified. John knew him imme- 
diately, before the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt in the form of a 
dove; which ſhewed that this fign was not given him for 
himſelf, but to authoriſe before the people the teſtimony he 
bore of Chriſt. | 


It was eaſy for ſo holy a ſoul, burning with love for the 
divine ſpouſe, to know him at the firſt ſight. Could the light 
be hidden from eyes ſo pure and always open ? could he, who, 
when ſhut up in his mother's womb, had felt the preſence of 
his well beloved, fail to know him again when he beheld him 
with his own eyes? If lambs diſtinguiſh their dams in the 
midſt of the flock tho' they be like others; why could not St. 
/*kn diſtinguiſh amongſt a thouſand, him whoſe ſpirit and 
lore were his only food? 'Tis the property of pure love to 
know God every where, and to perceive him under what form 
loever he hides himſelf. If any one doubts of this truth, let 


him love God, and then complain that he cannot know him. 


O 2 MN. 


206 XV. Suffering of Chriſt. 

IT. St. John made a difficulty of baptiſing our Saviour; on 
the contrary he defired to receive baptiſm from that divine Wl * 
hand, which he knew to be the ſource of all heavenly gift, Wl * 
and he did not think he diſcharged the duty of his miniſty 
well, in baptiſing him amongſt finners, whom he was ty 
declare as the ſon of God. But when Jeſus had told, that 
fo it became them to fulfil all juſtice, and to give to the world that 
example of penance; St. John obeyed, and baptiſed him, 
Mat. iii. 15. For the ſaints follow their own lights in what 
regards the ſervice and glory of God, only when the divine 
will is unknown to them; but when they know it by any WW 
means whatſoever, they ſubmit themſelves thereto in ſpite f 
their own views; and think no further than how to execute it, 
without defiring to penetrate into the reaſons of his conduct 
and the depth of his judgments. Thus St. 7% confented that 
our Saviour ſhould declare himſelf a child of Adam, by receiy- 
ing baptiſm; and contented himſelf, for accompliſhing the 
orders of heaven, to add that he whom he baptiſed was the 
ſon of God, leaving to the divine wiſdom the means of con- 
firming that truth, and of convincing the world thereof. 


III. For this end it was, that immediately after baptiſm, he 
ſaw the Holy Ghoſt deſcend in the form of a dove, and reſt 
upon Jefus Chriſt: then he declared to the people, that 
Jeſus was the Lamb of God, that it was he who takes away tht » 
fins of the world: Jo. i. 29. and the eternal father ' confirmed 
that teſtimony. by a voice coming from heaven, making theſe 
words be heard: this is my well-beloved ſon, in whom am well 
pleaſed, Mat. iii: 17. giving us to underſtand thereby, that he no 
longer had the ſame averſion for ſinners as he had had till then, Bi . 
ſince his only ſon was become man, and had taken the form 
of a finner. St. John Baptiſt gave alſo the ſame teſtimony to 
the truth on other occaſions. Firſt, in the preſence of Chrit i: , 
himſelf, who was lately come out of the deſert. Secondly, a. 
when the Pharifees, ſurpriſed with ſo auſtere a life, aſſel Meg 
whether he was the Meſlias, he always conſtantly proteſted 
that he was not; that he was to be humbled, and the lamb of 
God exalted; (that he was only the voice of one crying in tit 
deſert,) and the latchet of whrſe ſhoe he was not worthy. to l. Bil 
Fo. i. 20. iii. 31. i. 23, 27. 


IV. Chriſt being willing to ſupport the teſtimony of hi 
precurſor by his doctrine and works, prepared himſelf thereto 
by a retreat of forty days: and although he followed in all 


things the motion of the ſpirit of God, the ſcripture expreſſ 
ſhews 
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* ſhews that this holy ſpirit led him into the deſert, Mat. iv. 1. 
and teaches us thereby that his ſacred humanity gathered new 
n ſtrength at the approach of the combat, and at the fight of 
J te great things he was going to undertake.” But there is 
nothing ſaid of his abode in the deſert, but that he faſted, and 


* was tempted therein. St. Luke affirms only that in thoſe days 
* he eat nothing, iv. 2. St. Mark, i. 13. ſays, that ke was among 
tha leafts, and angels miniſtered to him; and they leave to our own 


reflections what he had to ſufer from the rain, ſnow, cold, 
and dirt in fo ſevere a ſeaſon; that is, in the month of 
January and February; having no houſe to retire into, being 
xpoſed to ll the inclemencies of the weather, lying upon the 
round, walking amongſt ſtones and thorns, in fine over- 
rhelming his innocent body with a thouſand puniſhments 
rhich he had not deſerved, without permitting the creatures 
o bring the leaſt comfort to their creator. | | 


Thus was our Saviour's faſt, accompanied with many other 
ufferings, whereby his body was afflifted, whilſt his mind was 
nited to God by continual prayer. For he had not the fame 
ndulgence for himſelf that he had for Moſes and Elias; who, 


* deing ſupported miraculouſly, felt neither hunger nor thirſt 
iber aring the retreat of forty days. But from the dehre of ſatifſ- 
„ing for us, he preferved his ſtrength only as far as was 


eceſſary for his praying and ſuffering: ſo that his hunger and 
birſt increaſing daily, muſt have deprived him of life at laſt, 


*. ad it not been fu ppanes by the divine power, which reſerved 
5 . im for greater ſufferings. | | 
then, 


Thus it was that he who wrought ſo many miracles for com- 
rting his ſervants, wrought ſome for tormenting himſelf: 
n infinite number of examples make known what the force 
hunger is, and to what extremities of fury and violence it 
duces men. Chriſt was no leſs ſenfible than they, of fo 
refling a neceſſity, although it made him commit nothing of 
at kind; and we may ſay, that he has given his life for us as 
any times, as he would have loſt it by ſo rigorous a faſt, if 
te defire he had of enduring more for us, had not made him 
ork a miracle for preſerving it. 


V. We muſt not here forget the circumſtance St. Mark 
lates, that our Saviour was in the deſert in the midſt of 
aſts; that we may ſee he humbled himſelf ſo much for us 
even to live amongſt ſerpents, and the moſt ferocious 


mals. Not that he took pleaſure in having them near him, 
but 


208 XV. Suffering of Chrift. 
but becauſe he beheld in them the brutal life of finners, © 
which he never thought without being penetrated with forroy, 
In ſeeing thoſe beaſts come to him when he called them, and 
at his feet forget their natural ferocity, he lamented over tha 
of men, and particularly of thoſe who, after having been f 
often drawn by the charms of his ſweetneſs, and treated with 
ſo much goodneſs, were to perſevere in their obſtinacy, and 
periſh eternally. 


L 
i 


Beaſts ſurrounded him, angels approached and ſerved him; 
man alone, for whom he had deſcended from heaven, appear 
not. Chriſt was concerned thereat, and prepared himſelf u 
feek him who came not of himſelf to find his deliverer, but 
on the contrary fled from him as an enemy. - 


We ought to envy thoſe animals, who were become tame ij 
the preſence of their creator, and imitate the angels wh 
acknowledged their ſovereign in the midſt of favage beaſt 
and applied themſelves to ſerve him. They are not about 
Chriſt to hinder us from approaching to him; but rather i 
introduce us into his preſence. He is accefſible to all, and 
always ready to receive us, whether we come to him, as tt 
beaſts did, by renouncing the ferocity of our manners; ora 
the angels, to ſerve him with purity and love. For it was nd 
to fly from men that he retired into the deſert, but to comet 
ſeek them afterwards with ſo much the more goodneſs, as ii 
had a more lively feeling of their abſence. 


VI. This conduct of our Saviour is a wonderful inſtructi 
to us: he teaches vs two great truths thereby. Firſt, of wii 
importance the ſalvation of ſouls is; ſince he would not labo 
therein, till he had appeaſed the juſt wrath of the etem 
father, by a faſt of forty days, and by long prayers dra 
down the heavenly benediction upon his doctrine and Iaboun 
Chriſt could have been indifferent to our ſalvation or ped 
tion; being holy, great, cternal, and happy without us. ! 
{mce he had taken our reconciliation upon himſelf, 
infinite charity forgot nothing for the accompliſhing t 
work: becauſe all our happineſs depends on the ſalvation! 
our ſouls, he has commanded nothing but what might cl 
duct us thereto. He would have our falvation to be the 
of our obligations, and nothing is agreeable to him that © 
cdlivert us from the ſame. And yet we are fo miſerable, 3) 
live in the forgetfulneſs of ſo important a duty, or to regaid 
as one of the leaſt affairs of our life: though Chriſt ſays to! 

of 
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what doth it avail a man, if he gain the whole world, and incur the 
Iſs of his own ſoul Mat. xvi. 26. Altho' he relates to us the 
unhappy end of a rich worldling, who thinking on nothing but 
how to fill his granaries, and forgetting his falvation, heard 
his voice from heaven; Thou fooliſh man, this night thy ſodl Ts 
required of thee ; and the things thou haſt provided, whoſe Hall they 
e? And he adds, Thus it 15 with him that heapeth up treaſures to 
imſelf, and is not rich towards God. Luke xii. 20, 21. 


Ye are therefore fooliſh, in the judgment of the eternal wiſ- 
om, ye kings, grandees of the world, doctors, pets, religious, 
prelates, and pontiffs; ye are fooliſh, ye ſoldiers, captains, 
magiſtrates, private perſons, poor, rich, merchants, and me- 
hanics ; ye are all fooliſh, if being too much taken up with 
he cares of this life, ye neglect your 'eternal ſalvation. 
What will it ſerve you to be full of earthly treaſures, if ye are 
mpty of the heavenly ones? Ye ſhall at laſt loſe both the one 
ad the other. Periſhable goods ſhall ſoon leave you, and ye 
ſhall alſo be deprived for ever of eternal goods. | 


Have we not reaſon to tremble, ſeeing an apoſtle confirmetl 
1 grace, chaſtiſed his body ſeverely, for fear of being a repro- 
bate, after having ſaved others? St. Auguſtin, after his conver- 
fon, durſt no longer teach human learning, for fear of taking 
that time from the care of his ſalvation. St. % Baptiſt ſpent 
twenty-five years in a frightful ſolitude; St. Bartholomew was 
Read alive ; St. Lawrence broiled on a grid-iron : the apoſtles 
and martyrs were torn to pieces, burnt, and tormented in a 
houſand manners; whole legions of ſaints retired into the 
deſerts ; others built monaſteries as ſo many prifons, to be ſe- 
parate from the world ; all, in fine, laboured with a continual 
application, for ſecuring the ſalvation of their fouls. | 


But if we conſider fill that we are in the midſt of ſnares 
and dangers of periſhing, with a vain, confidence; that we 
are loſing the time which ought to acquire us eternity; that we 
allow our ſenſes all manner of licentiouſneſs; that we think 
on nothing but diverting ourſelves; that we employ in pray - 
er and the care of our ſouls, only ſome loſt moments, which 
the world has no occaſion for; and that we even make a great 
account of them, though they be full of diſtractions, repidity, 
nd remiſſneſs: are not theſe new ſubjects of fear? And it 
ve are inſenfible thereof, are we not much to be lamented 
lor not being concerned at what made the greateſt faints 
tremble ? 

| The 
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The remedy of ſo great an evil is to caſt our eyes upon Jefy 
Chriſt, and earneſtly entreat him to have mercy on our tou 
which have coſt his love ſo dear. For, as it is certain, accoi 
ing to the doctrine of St. Auguſtin, lib. 1. ad Sempl. 9. 2. that x 
who redeemed us without us, will not ſave us without us : tha 
no perſon will be ſaved, unlefs he is called of God; that now 
of thoſe that are called, will do the works of ſalvation, unle 
he be affiſted with grace; and that none will deſerve to þ 
athſted, unleſs he pray: it is certain alſo, that if the wick 
are loſt, becauſe God permits it, they are never loſt becauſe 
wills it; that he calls us without our aſking it, becauſe th 
vocation depends on him alone; that he is ready to ſuccou 
us before we deſire him, that none may be excuſed from pr. 
ing; and that it is always our own fault if we do not pray, au 
if we neglect our ſalvation. Let us learn by the applicatig 
which our Saviour gave thereto, the care we ought to have i 
it ourſelves, = | 


VII. The ſecond thing Chriſt teaches us, is the manner it 
which we ought to practiſe faſting and other-exterior virtue 
that they may be an efficacious remedy for the evils of our ſoul 
For, as a holy man ſays, to faſt and fin, is imitating the devil, 
who is always wicked and never eats. Our Lord's faſt was as 
companied with prayer and ſolitude. Far from the noiſe and 
commerce of men, he was wholly employed with God. The 
Holy ſctipture alfo rejects that faſting which is joined to ſel 
will, to vicious works, to a diforderly life, and to inclination 
contrary to the law of God. And St. Gregory compares tho 
who faſt without mortifying their paſſions, to Simon the Qyrenem 
who carried the croſs of Chriſt, but did not die upon it wid 
him. Faſting alone does not root out vice from the ſoul, nt 


plant virtue therein. That faſting which is moſt agreeable Mich 
God, is to abſtain from what is detrimental to the ſoul. d 
8 a „„ 4 WY YR ' T1 a as; #7. 8.2 | ca 


Not that one does ill in faſting, whilſt in ſin; for thoug 
faſting in that ſtate be of little or no merit towards ſalvation 
it is much better to faſt without merit, than not to faſt witi 
demerit. And though that faſting ſhould ſerve only to facit 
tate the practice of it to us, for the time of grace, it would s 
always profitable to us. But I ſay this, that an action ſo prob 
table and ſo much eſteemed by the ſaints, may not be done 
without the fruit which is always reaped from it, when mom 
fication of heart, and the exerciſe of other virtues are joint 
thereto. FACS; a. 45-7 — Lo, 475 „ | 
N rr. Ther 
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eſy There are alſo in faſting two extremities to be feared ; the 
ne, of ſeeking ſo many mitigations therein, that it is turned 
onto delicacy ; which would be, as St. Auguſtin obſerves, Enor. 


H. xliii. making of abſtinence itſelf an oceaſion of intem- 
u rance: che other, of weakening nature ſo, as to put ourſelves 
one ut of a condition of diſcharging our duties, and applying 
ne WW urſelves to prayer. We muſt alſo carefully avoid a certain 
e elußon of the devil, whereby we affect faſts of ſupererogation' 
cklWnore than thoſe which are commanded. For that enemy 
ſe Er our ſalvation, inſpiring us with fervency towards thoſe 
> the uſterities of our own chufing, endeavours to render us inca- 
cou able of that which the church impoſes upon us, and to 
ry WW:ke us find more reliſh in our private deyotions, than in 
aul hat is according to God's order. But every virtue, wherein 
a ere is more ſelt-will than obedience, ought to be ſuſpected; 
„e nd Chriſt, who ſacrificed himſelf upon a croſs out of obedi- 
nee, loves obedience better than facrifice. 


Th CONTEMPLATION 
On Chrift in his faſting and hfe in the defert. - 


HAT thanks ſhall T give thee for all the bleffings which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, and ſtill beſtoweſt upon 
eevery moment of my life, O the glory of angels ! O the 
ithful companion of poor finners ! O divine Jeſus, my Lord 
d my God! May all creatures praiſe thee with me; and 
cauſe thou art above all praiſe, may thy works, thy perfec- 
ouclWP'ns, and thy greatneſs praiſe thee ; fince they are the mea- 
lone of thoſe bleſſings which thou heapeſt upon me, and fince 
wil ou haſt ſo little regard to my meanneſs. For what would 
come of me, if thou didſt not take care of me, and if I were 


Id wVlWprived of the favours I continually receive from thy good- 
proß s Teach me to acknowledge them as much as I ought, 
doe to love thee as much as I can: and though Iam incapa- 


of loving thee equally to thy deſerts, let there at leaſt be 
thing in me but what loves thee, | 


Thou 
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Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that though thou ſhouldſt cents 
in me the love of all the juſt, who are in heaven and q 
earth, and that I ſhould love thee with all their love, j 
would be a ſmall matter in compariſon to that which thay 
haſt for me. Thou haſt loved me from all eternity; befor 
I was born, I was preſent to thy divine wiſdom, and thy ink 
nite mercy had already cauſed thee to take upon thyſelf ny 
ſins, my miſeries, and my ſalvation. Thou kneweſt that tia 
hadſt no need of me; but that eternal love wherewirh thay 
lovedſt me, obliges thee to have mercy on me, and to omi 
nothing that depended on thee, for hindering me from being 
condemned by thy juſtice. | 


II. I adore that infinite love; I adore that paternal heat 
wherein I was written; I adore that amiable care which tha 
hadſt of my ſalvation. Ah, Lord! let not thy poor creatur 
periſh, neither let it be ſaid that thou haſt laboured unprofits 
bly for it. Tis for my love that thou goeſt into the deſen, 
remaineſt there amongſt beaſts, and receiveſt the ſervice d 
angels therein. It is for me that thou faſteſt forty days, ſuffer 
eſt hunger and faintings, and art expoſed to the ſun, wind 
and rain therein. It is for my ſalvation that thou ſheddeſt i 
many tears before our eternal father, appeaſeth his wratl 
and ſatisfieſt his juſtice. Thou beſeecheſt him to open d 
ear of my heart, that I may. hear, and reliſh thy doctrine 
to enlighten me with the truths of thy faith, to pardon me n 
{ins, and to receive me into his favour. I neither have nd 
hope for any good, O divine Jeſus ! but what I am indebted | 
to thoſe tears, thoſe prayers, to that penance, that faſting 
and that love which thou hadſt-for me, before I was, before 
knew thee, before I loved thee, and before I could pray 
thee. 


How admirable are thy cares, thy tenderneſs, and thy es 
neſtneſs, O merciful father, for a child ſo ungrateful and 
unworthy of thy love! Thou art more ſenſible of my evil 
and loveſt me more tenderly, than if thou hadſt borne me 
thy bowels : but what do ſay ? haſt thou not borne me ini 
hezrt? haſt thou not ſought me, called me, and excited mel 
the care and attractives of that eternal love? that ſeeing 1 
ſelf prevented and encompaſſed with the bleflings of 
ſweetneſs, I might acknowledge that amorous and paten 
heart which is the fountain thereof. 


By 
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Burn therefore, O my heart! tho? cold thou art, with the 
ore of that ſo amiable and ſo ſweet a Saviour: be thou dilated, 
0 ſtrait and narrow heart, for he that defires thee, ſeeks thee, 
and has done ſo much for thee, cannot deſpiſe thee. I have 
ot words, O divine Jeſus ! to expreſs what I feel; but I caſt 


06-14 (lf into that eternal love wherewith thou art inflamed : 
my Where it is thy ineffable goodneſs has given me being, with all 
bebe bleffings J poſſeſs and hope for, I return thither to offer 
ben yſelf to thee : burn me, O Lord! inflame me with that very 


Fre, and refuſe me not the fruits of ſo many tears which thou 
eddeft, and of ſo many labours which thou endureſt for me. 
love thee with my whole heart, O my Jeſus! If thou ſeeſt 
that my love js neither ſo pure nor ſo extenhive as I ſay, me- 
hinks I would that it were ſo; and if thou alſo findeſt that 1 
have not that deſire, I fincerely wiſh to have it; and though 
I ſhould be deceived as to my own ſentiments, I cannot be de- 
cived in thine: for I am ſure, that how miſerable ſoever I 
am, thou art ready to receive me. 


III. Thou knoweſt, O Lord! what he is for whom thou la- 
zoureſt ; thou feeſt in me what afflicts thee, but thou findeſt 
n thyſelf what is proper for me. Perform in the ſoul of thy 
ſervant what thou knoweſt, what thou canſt, and what thou 
tilt. Grant, O divine light! that I may ſee myſelf in thee; 
grant that I may know, hate, and fly myſelf; and that I ſeek 
thee, O my God! who canſt alone deliver me from all m 
vils, and heal all my wounds. Is it poſhble that thou ſhouldſt 
ndertake, with ſo many cares and ſufferings, the affair of 
my ſalvation ; and that I ſhould rather chuſe to ruin myſelf 
than to treat with thee about it? Thou haſt laboured therein 
all thy life, from the moment of thy conception to that of thy 
ath; and as for me, unhappy and blind that I am, I will 
ot ſo much as look upon the dangers which ſurround me on 
very fide; and have as little thought on thee and myſelf, as 
my eternal ſalvation was not concerned therein. The time 
hou haſt given me for ſerving thee and meriting thy kingdom 
Is \lipping from me every moment, and Temploy it in offend- 
Ing thee ; I even ſeek for amuſements, to keep off the thoughts 
bf thoſe bleſſings I am loſing. 


Childhood, youth, and all the reſt of my life flips away in 
ach a manner, that I cannot ſay with truth, that I have ſpent 
ne ſingle day of it without fault, and in a perfect application 
my duty. My thoughts are diſtracted, my defires unruly, 
my memory full of vain fancies, my underſtanding wholly 
taken 
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taken up with earthly things, and my will plunged in men 
and ſhameful afteftions ; my very prayers, faſtings, and oths 
actions whereby I might pleaſe thee, are fo full of tepidiy 
ſelf-love, faults, and imperfections, that thou mayeſt jufth 
puniſh me for them. 


In the ordinary occupations of life, I am fickle, fretful, us 
eaſy, and always agitated with ſome paſſion of ſadneſs or jn 
of fear or hope. Thus this miſerable heart being perpetual 
rent by contrary motions, and dithpated by a thouſand diff 
rent objects, when I reſolve to treat with thee, I find myſelf f 
eſtranged from thee, that I can ſcarcely believe I am the wat 
of thy hands. I am as mere a novice in ſpiritual things, x 
obdurate againſt the impreſſions of thy ſpirit, as little acquaint 
ed with the practice of pure virtues, and as inſenſible of ever 
thing that can unite me to thee, as if I had not been born y 
love and poſſeſs thee eternally. I beg heaven of thee, asif i 
were my due; I live with as much aſſurance as if I had deſeryel 
it, and Iam fo well ſatisfied with myſelf in the little good, a 
even in the ſole appearance of the good I do with tepidity and 
remiſſneſs, as if I thought I could not loſe the kingdom of hex 
ven. Hence it is that what ought to be my chief occupation, 
is the leaſt of my care. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! to what dange 
this vain confidence expoſes me, and I will not ſee it; andthe 
love thou beareſt me cauſes me all the pain which I ought 
have myſelf. . = 


IV. O fountain of mercy ! O divine ſhepherd ! O ſon of 
living God! who art deſcended from heaven to find the lol 
ſheep, and comeſt to ſeek them thyſelf, becauſe thou knowelf 
they can loſe themſelves without thee, but cannot return intd 
the fold, unleſs thou bringeſt them back to it. I am loſt as1 
. ſtrayed ſheep; I have forſaken thy ſweet and rich paſtures, to 
run after withered and poiſoned graſs. I have ſeparated my: 
ſelf from thy Hock, by ſhunning obedience; and I have fol 
lowed the wolves which devour me. I have left the way it 
which thou ledſt me, and have thrown myſelf into by- path 
which lead only to precipices. I acknowledge my wandering 
O charitable ſhepherd ! ſcek thy ſheep, call back thy ſervank 
and allow me to be with thee, as thou alloweſt the bealts 
amongſt which thou livedft in the deſert; I am more ferociow 
and untractable than they; tame me by thy infinite ſweetnel, 
and ſubject me for ever to the obedience I owe thee. 


Impritt 
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Imprint in my heart an earneſt defire of my ſalvation, 


Ace it is not thy will I ſhould periſh. Grant I may always 
as e, by a ray of thy light, the importance of ſaving 'my ſoul, 
15 ace it is the firſt thing thou commandeſt me to ſeek tor. May 
0 at leaſt join my labours to thine, that thou mayeſt aſſiſt by 


y power the weakneſs thou ſeeſt in me. 


MS Thou haſt ſaid, O Lord! that no one can come amo thee, unleſs 
* e father draws him, John vi. 44. Thou knoweſt the Taints 
] 


wwe no need of being drawn, but the finners, that they may 
come ſaints: that the good and gentle need not be gained 
y compulſion, but the obſtinate and ferocious. Since thou 
rmitteſt beaſts to approach to thee, and even draweſt them 
thy carefles, wilt thou not alſo allow me to remain at thy 
t? They only love thee when they ſee thee, and will reſume 
eir former ferocity when they are no longer. with thee, 
t if thou ſhalt graciouſly draw to me, O my God! thou wilt 
ange me entirely; thou wilt make of a wolf a lamb, of a 


* pn a ſheep, and of a rebellious ſlave an obedient ſervant, 
* o will never forſake thee more. 

in V. By a prophet, thou haſt promiſed thoſe ſouls that are 
= diſtance from thee, that hou wilt lead them into the wilderneſs, 


a wilt ſpeak to their hearts, Oſea ii. 14. Thou knoweſt, O 
rd! what that wilderneſs is where one hears thee ſpeak, far 
dm the noiſe and hurry of the world; I know it not fully; 
tmethinks, if I were in any place, where I ſhould hear no- 
tee but thy voice, and where thou ſhouldſt ſpeak in the 
e om of my heart, I ſhould be full of thee, and thou wouldſt 
content with me. O ſolitude, where all bleſſings are to be 
nd, ſhall I never find thee? Ah, Lord! lead me into that 
Ice, and there ſpeak to my heart; ſpeak, Lord, and thy ſer- 
t ſhall hear. Let all other voices be filent for me: for 
et is thy voice, and charming are thy words. In a moment 
u wilt purify me; thou wilt inflame me with thy love, and 


e fol g a 
turn into bitterneſs every thing that can ſeparate me 
path thee. Let all creatures be mute then, ſpeak thou alone 


© O my Maſter! my Lord! my conſolation! and my 


C 


nother of God! O moſt pure ſheep! from whence came 
tneß the [amb without ſport, you never went aſtray, you always 
owed the Lord in ſpirit, and you alone received more bleſ- 
from him than all creatures together; impart ſome ſhare 
eo! to this miſerable ſinner, obtain me the grace of being 

a true 
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a true ſervant of God, and that no creature may diyide m 
heart with him. And ye blefled ſpirits, conduct me into tha 
eternal ſolitudes, where one is filled with delights, and 6 
moved for ever from the dangerous tumults of this life; 3 
ſince I was created to remain with you in that happy aba 
prevail that I may defire, with an inſatiable ardor, the hapyi 
neſs which you enjoy; that I may ſeek it without intermig 
on, and that I may ſo paſs through temporal evils, as to x 
ſeſs with you eternal bleflings. Amen. 


XVI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His temptation in the deſert. 


HRIST having ſpent forty days without eating, | 

ſacred humanity. was become ſo weak, that the de 
thought it was à very proper occaſion for tempting hi 
without diſcovering himſelf. For his common artifice is 
obſerve every favourable moment for ſeducing men, either 
ſome appearance of good, or by a pretence of neceſlity, ori 
fine by the view of ayoiding ſome greater evil, if there beau 
manifeſt fin in what he ſuggeſts. But he neither ſtands; 
need of wile nor force in regard of thoſe whom vice has i 
jected to him; they make no reſiſtance, but grant him v 
ever he deſires, and are leſs afraid of committing fin than 
being healed therefrom. When God calls them to penal 
and when they reſolve to follow his inſpiration, then it is ti 
begin to feel the weight of fin, the importunity of temptati 
and the force of the enemy, who quits not without git 
difficulty a place wherein he has ruled ſo long. Thus, f 
perly ſpeaking, none are tempted but thoſe that reſiſt; aui 
is alſo particularly for their inſtruction that our Saviour volt 
ſafed to be tempted with ſo much artifice, after a retrea 
forty days, ſpent in the contemplation of heavenly thit 
and in an intimate union with God his father. 


II. It is very aſtoniſhing that our Lord ſhould ſuffe 
odious a creature to approach him, and even to preſume 


tempt him; but becauſe he had offered him ſelſ for our ſal 
b 
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tion to all the evils that could be endured: without fin, he 
would not have temptation, which is the ſevereſt and moſt 
dangerous trial of his ſervants, to be. exempted from him, nor 
give us an occaſion of Dr that having become the 
companion of all our labours, he had abandoned us in this. 
It was for that reaſon he not only concealed his divinity, but 
alſo the glory of his bleſſed ſoul from that angel of darkneſs, 
who would never have attacked him, had he known him; 
becauſe he knew the blefled are no langer capable of being 
ſeduced. He was very ſenſible that he had an unlimited 
power to tempt Chriſt exteriorly, and that that power was not 
riven him without reſtriction in regard of other men, even 
the moſt holy; he obſerved alſo in the ſon of God ſo great a 
purity of heart, that he knew not on what fide to attack him; 
but he was ſo blinded by his pride, that he could not compre- 
hend that a God made man ſhould bumble himſelf ſo far as to 
ſuffer himſelf to be tempted; and he imagined that what 
appeared extraordinary in Chriſt were acquired or infuſed 
graces, and not natural perfections. However he ſuſpected 
ſomething divine in him, and that was what gave him fo 
great an inclination of knowing the truth thereof. 


He preſented himſelf to him therefore under the figure of an 
nhabitant of thoſe deſerts; he made uſe of the hunger and 
fintneſs in which he beheld him, in order to accoſt him and 
o compaſſionate his ſuffering ; he, undoubtedly, called to his 
emembrance the favour he had lately received on the banks 
f Jordan, when God by a heavenly. voice had called him his 
rell-beloved fon; he repreſented to him that he who had 
nade water iſſue from the rock to quench the thirſt of his 
eople, would eaſily change, if he were deſired, the ſtones 
nato bread to aſſuage the hunger of his ſon; in fine, the 
mpter omitted nothing for concealing what he was, for 
ounterfeiting the charitable man, and tor giving authority 
hereby to his counſels. 


III. The H. fathers explain in different manners the temp- 
ations of our Saviour in the deſert. | 


Some compare them to thoſe of our firſt parents in the 
erreſtrial paradiſe, and ſay that our Saviour was firſt tempted 
ith gluttony, in order to expiate that of Adam, which had 
rought fo many miſeries upon us; then with vain-glory, for 
epairing the defire which Eve had conceived of becoming 

like 
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like God; and laſtly with idolatry and avarice, for remedyinii 
thoſe two great evils which had corrupted the whole world. | = 


Others affirm, that the manner in which Chriſt was tem pteſ 
ſhews the deplorable ſtate of thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to h 
overcome by the devil; for in the firſt temptation is diſcover 
the blindneſs of carnal men, given up to good cheer, ant 
thoſe groſs pleaſures, which cannot ſatisfy a ſoul created f 
heavenly bleſſings, no more than ſtones can be the food of 
our bodies. | 


We ſee by the ſecond temptation that pride elevates the 
proud to the height of worldly grandeur, only to precipitat 
them afterwards into an abyſs of confuſion : and the thin 
teaches us, that the diſorderly love of riches is according to the 
expreſſion of the apoſtle, Ephe/. v. 5. true idolatry ; fince the 
covetous man conſiders them as the divinity which he adore 


Some add, that the words which our Saviour made uſe of fir 
reſiſting the devil, are moſt powerful arms againſt all forts d 
temptations, and moſt certain means for bringing back ſtrayel 
ſouls into the way of ſalvation. But becauſe this matter isq 
great extent, we will content ourſelves with obſerving her 
with ſeveral ſpiritual writers, that the devil, always attentin 
to do us hurt, carefully obſerves our inclinations, that he m 
deceive us by the appearance of virtue, if they are good; an 
that he may openly ſecond them, if they are bad, he hides hi 
deſigns and ſnares; and when he finds all the avenues ſhut al 
that fide, he intrudes himſelf among the gifts of God, that h 
may enter into the ſoul without being perceived; he examing 
whether it defires theſe gifts with uneaſineſs, whether it reliſh 
them with eagerneſs, whether it receives them with ingratitud 
and as its own right, and whether it commits any imperfet 
tion therein, whereby he might ſpread his venom. Thus it! 
that finding no entrance into the ſoul of Chriſt, becauſe of ti 
_ admirable purity of his virtues, he made uſe of thoſe vet 
virtues to tempt him. | 


IV. It is the property of perfect virtue, eſpecially « 
charity and the pure love of God, to inſpire. us with! 
intire confidence in him, to ſuffer nothing in us that a 

eſs or divide the heart, and to make us reſign all the evell 
of life to the divine providence. Such was the interior d 
poſition of St. Paul the hermit, whom God miraculouſly fed! 
the deſert for the ſpace of ninety years. Such was that! 

mal 


I PR 
* 


many other ſaints of whom he took care; for God is faithful, 
and lets not thoſe want any thing who entirely put theit truſt 
in him. ; | 4 5 we f 


* zut this entire reſignation is a degree of ſuch ſublime 
ue, by its reſemblance to the life which che diefled lead 


in heaven, that though we ought all to deſire it, yet it is 
certain that it is given only to a ſmall number of choſen ſouls, 
whom God calls thereto by a particular attractive grace. 
For when he has once introduced the ſoul into that happy 
region of peace, he takes its conduct upon himſelf, remoyes 
error and delufion from it, and deprives it of all uneaſineſs 
bout temporal things; ſo that being wholly employed with 
God alone, it does not fo much as think whether he takes care 
pf it, or whether he forgets it. But thoſe who enter of them- 
ſelves into that ſtate of perfection, and erect ſo great an 
edifice upon weak foundations, are expoſed to dangerous falls; 
becauſe they have not received the gift of God's grace, and 
abandoning the neceſſary occupations of their ſtate, inſtead 
ff finding peace, they fall into trouble and the ſnares of the 


levil. | R 


Wherefore that ſpirit of darkneſs ſeeing that Chriſt lived ſo 
ong without any food, that he received no help from any 
derſon, that no angel came to bring him bread as there did 
o Elias, that he was not raiſed into glory as Moſes was during 
is faſt upon mount Sana, he judged he was a great ſaint, and 
hat he muſt not-attack him as he did ordinary men. He be- 
hought himſelf therefore at firſt whether he might not engage 
briſt to carry his confidence in God too far, and thereby 
ake him fall into preſumption, by endeavouring to perſuade 
im that after ſo long a faſt, he well deſerved to be fed by @ 
hiracle. This was a very cunning and dangerous temptation 
n that conjuncture : for it ſeems it would be better to expect 
ith confidence that God ſhould work a miracle for ſupplying 
o prefling a neceſſity, than to diſtract one's ſelf about going 
0 ſeek for human afliſtance : and yet it is certain that we 
huſt have recourſe, in acknowledgment of our own unworthi- 
eſs, to lawful and ordinary means; and that it is overturning 
e order of charity, to ſeek the. nouriſhment of the body, 
om the merit of our confidence in God. 


The devil by ſaying to Chriſt, Mat. iv. 3. command that theſe 
mes be made bread, intended to ſee whether he would command 
n the manner that God did, who ſaid, and they were made, who 
Ir and they were created, Pf. exlviii. 5. or whether, being 

as. 1. P but 
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but a mere man, he would obtain a miracle by way of prayei 
or whether in fine he would ſhew, in ſo great an extremig 
that perfect confidence which proceeds from the pure loved 
God. But our Saviour rendered that artifice unprofitable, an 
broke all the devil's meaſures by this fingle anſwer ; man l 
not by bread only, but by every word that proceeds from the mauth g 
Cod, Mat. iv. 4. | | 


This was what Mv/es ſaid to the Hraelites, for ſetting befor 
their eyes, that their chief care ought to be to fear God ant 
obſerve his law. He repreſented to them that for forty: yean 
they had been feed with heavenly. bread in the midſt of the 
deſart, where they could find no food; and that one nem 
wants what is neceſſary whilſt he is faithful to God, who can, 
when he pleaſes, preſerve men's lives, without the help d 
ordinary aliment. Chriſt anſwered the devil in the fany 
ſenſe, that he had no need of that miracle, fince God hat 
already ſupported him ſo long without bread. From wheng 
we muſt conclude, that it is unworthy of a heart capahle 
poſſeſſing God and his eternal blefling, to depend more at 
corporal things than on the divine providence, who govent 
and nouriſhes all creatures. 


V. The two other temptations tended alſo to overthrow tl 
foundations of perfect charity: for the devil believing ot 
Saviour was but a mere man, carried him up to the pinnae 
of the temple, pretended that he was edified with fo great 
confidence in God, exhorted him to perſevere therein, telly 
him that the ſervants and children of God had nothing 
fear, and that no evil could befal him; fince it is written: 
has given his angels charge of thee ; that they keep thee in alt i 
ways. In their hands they ſhall bear thee ; left perhaps thou daſh 
foot againſt a ſtone, Pſ. xc. 11, 12. and that therefore he mig 
caſt himſelf from the top of the temple, and he ſhould 
| ſupported in his fall, as he had been in coming up. It is nd 
credible that the devil had aſſumed any ſtrange body, or ti 
he tranſported” Chriſt by touching him; but carried him 
by an inviſible virtue, and by a natural power which ſpit 
have over bodies. Now the particular deſign of that tempt 
tion was to inſpire our Saviour with the eſteem of himſelf a 
with a confidence in his own virtue, in an occaſion wholl 
raſh, from whence no glory could accrue to God, and in wilt 
on the contrary his power was tempted. | 


»,” The devil had learned by his own chaſtiſement, that nothil 
diſpleaſes God more than ſelf-eſteem ; he was provoked toll 
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ſo much reſiſtance, and could ſcarce diſſemble any longer: 
as it always happens to him, when he is repulſed . 


ei nd his artifices are diſcovered. But though he had ſuppreſſ 
a or fear of being known, the following words of the ſame 
Ins 9%, upon the aſp and the bafiliſk thou hal walk e and thou ſhalt 


read upon the lion, and the dragon ; yet he was not the better con- 
ealed thereby: for Chriſt confounded him by ſaying ; thou 
/t not tempt the Lord thy God; and ſhewed us at the ſame 


eforWime, how far that perfect confidence inſpired by pure love 
 anWHught to extend: for when pure love is once well eſtabliſhed 
ven che heart, man refigns himſelf entirely to the conduct of 
fe be divine ſpirit; but with ſo much diffidence and contempt 


pf himſelf, that all the glory thereof redounds to God. 

beys humbly, without preſumption or raſhneſs, and accommo- 
lates himſelf to all the viciſſitudes which providence ordains, 
ithout difhpation, or lohng interior, attention which keeps 
lim united to God. The devil endeavours always to trouble 
hat order, by withdrawing the ſoul from its union with God, 
o poſſeſs it with the eſteem of itſelf. | 


VI. Then full of rage and pride, he took off the maſk, and 

Il his diſſimulation was changed into impudence. God ſo 
permitted it, to confound that proud ſpirit, and to teach us, 
hat having in vain conſumed all his wiles againſt a man 
onſtant and faithful in temptation, he no longer obſerves any 
eaſures but aſſaults him openly at laſt, Which ſhews how 
auch more prudent. an humble ſervant of God is than his 
nemy; who, by diſcovering himſelf, loſes his advantage, 
ad becomes moſt eaſy to be overcome. 


He therefore tranſported Chriſt unto a very high mountain, and 
tewed him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory, probably 
y a view of imagination, and. ſaid 19 him all theſe will I give 
e, if falling down thou wilt adore me. I am the maſter of 
hem ; no perſon is more worthy of them than you, and it is 
nreaſonable that, being capable of governing the Whole 
jorld, you ſhould remain in obſcurity. The devil thereby 
hgned to- inſpire Chriſt with ſome motion of pride. Weak 
tort of an enemy diſcovered, who deſpairing of victory, 
dakes uſe of any thing without order that comes in his way 
ut that very temptation oſten afſaults the ſervants of God in 
more hidden manner, when ſecing the corruption of the 
orld, they think themſelves capable of remedying it, ſet 
emſelves about the ſame without any vocation, and thus 
de, without profiting others, the interior peace they poſſeſſed. 


P 2 \ True 
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True virtue never allows good people to think themdely 
proper for thoſe employ ments to which God does not call then 
and even when he calls them thereto, they judge themſelm 
capable thereof, only ſo far as they are governed, in 
and ſupported by the ſpirit of God. WE 


Chriſt ſuffered no longer the devil's impudence: he eon 
manded him to retire, ſaying to him: Begone Satan, far iti 
written, the Lord thy God ſhalt thou adore, and him only fhalt tha 

ſerve. Aﬀterwards the angels approached to ſerve him, andy 
congratulate with him upon his victory. The devil knew ng 
even then that Chriſt was truly the fon of God; becauſe thy 
manner of overcoming temptation was common, and ſuch u 
virtuous perſons daily practiſe: al 


VII. But the words our Saviour made uſe of for driving 
away the devil, clearly ſhew how efficacious a firm and reſolu 
will is for deſtroying all the attempts of an enemy, who 
cannot overcome us, unleſs he be in league with our on 
will. Hence it is that he employs ſo many artifices for gaininy 
it: for he begins by defiring to be heard; then he fixes 
upon the thoughts he ſuggeſts, that we may take pleaſun 
therein: after that we have more difficulty to . forſake"thi 
occaſion which produces them; the ſtrength of the ſoul 
weakened by degrees; the conſideration and reſpect of G 
being preſent is taken away; the will totally conſentsatlaſi 
and the devil leaves it not till the action be -accompliſhel 
The experience of fin makes us more earneſtly defire the at 
thereof; repeated acts form a habit of it, which is that fu 
chain ſo difficult to be broken, which the devil makes uſe & 
for dragging us into hell. But when he finds a will reſolve 
to fight. againſt him, deaf to his firſt ſuggeſtions, and that 
immediately repels him with courage, that cowardly enemy! 
foon repulſed, and never gains any advantage. 


= SS Pwr c eA c. Son ns mm. c co . 


Since a heart determined to ſerve God, is fo ſtrong agaiul 
temptation, it follows that if it increaſes, it is commonly e 
own fault: for God, who always ſupports thoſe by his 
who beg it of him with humility, knows that the temptatiol 
is never above our ſtrength, but when the will is weake 
and we neglect to reſiſt it in the beginning. | 


St. Luke, iv. 13. adds, that the devil departed from Jeſus fi 
time; to make us underſtand, that afterwards by Judas and ti 
Jews, who were the miniſters of his fury, he affaulted bit 
whom he durſt not attack by himſelf; becauſe he could fn 

| | 00 
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no entrance into a ſoul ſo pure, and entirely free from the 
revolt of the fleſh ; which is the moſt common means he 
employs for making us fall. Thus temptation, in regard of 
our Saviour, was neither dangerous as to its conſequences, nor 
liffcult for him to reſiſt; but what he wanted from that 
quarter, was abundantly ſupplied by the extreme humiliation 
of venturing himſelf with the . moſt contemptible of his 
creatures. Thus has he leſt to his ſervants the conſolation of 
having him as'a companion even in their temptations; and 
dy an admirable invention of his love, he was pleaſed to teach 
us in himſelf the manner of combating our enemies, and to 
merit for us the ſtrength of overcoming them. 


VII. God ſeems to have three views in permitting men tl 
be tempted; one to try their virtue, another to exerciſe” it, 
and the third to weaken our enemy. | | * 


For Firſt, God often permits his ſervants to be tempted; 
mat their virtue, which remained hidden in the midſt of 
peace, might appear in the combat; and that each of them 
might diſcover their ſtrength or weakpeſs. A peageable ſtate 
commonly conceals the want as well perfection Mf virtue, 
and temptation diſcovers both. Thus it was that Abraham's 
obedience ſhone refplendently on the command he received to 
facrifice his own ſon; Job's conſtancy on the loſs of all he , 
poſſeſſed; Tobras's patience on his blindneſs, and St. Peter's 
cowardice on the occaſion of declaring himſelf Chriſt's diſ- 
ciple. Thus alſo it was that our Saviour's humility appeared 
in affronts, his meekneſs in contradictions, his fortitude in 
labours, his love in torments, and all the other virtues in the 


occafions of practiſing them; not for his own neceſſities, but 


for the example and ſanctification of men. 


Secondly, Temptation exerciſes virtue in us, in order to 


augment it, and in Jeſus Chriſt in order to teach us the purity 


and perfection thereof: for as it could not increaſe in him, he 
practiſed it only for us. So whenever the devil ſees us intent 
in forming ourſelves according to that model, he loſes 


courage; becauſe he diſcovers in that imitation, the arms that 


overcame him. But if he perceives we are negligent, if he 
ends us cold in the exerciſe of virtue, he Jays hold of our 
weakneſs, and attacks us with advantage. | 


Thirdly, Our Saviour was pleaſed to be tempted in order 
to weaken our enemy, not, by depriving him of the power of 
tempting us, but by leſſening of the right he had acquired 

| over 
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over us, to attack us with all his ſtrength. He was ſtripe g 
that right, not by violence, according to St. Leo's obſervation 
Serm. i. de Quadr. but by juſtice : for by procuring the ſon g 
God, who was innocent, the puniſhment of the croſs, þþ 
dieſerved, by ſo great a crime, to loſe his right over the guilty; 
who being delivered thereby from his tyranny, and becom 
again the lawful heirs of the eternal kingdom, from which 
was excluded, now defend their inheritance againſt that uſurpy. 
So that all the wiles and combats that men ſuffered before, azz 
Juſt puniſhment of their fin, are at preſent a ſeed of glory ts 
them. = | | 


Tg FEY * f : 

This made St. Euſebius biſhop of Epheſus ſay, that the con-Wiſth 
dition of the devil is very miſerable, fince all his hate ba 

becomes to the ſervants of God, a ſure means of obtaining 

what he would deprive them of, and fince the violence he 
exerciſes againſt them, enriches the church with merits ch 
perfects ſouls in virtue, crowns the labours of the juſt, au 
fills heaven with martyrs and confeſſors. But it muſt alſo bl 
owned, that thoſe are ſtill more miſerable than he, who 
ſuffer themſelves to be overcome by a diſarmed enemy, vo 
voluntarily reſume the yoke from which they were delivered, ar 
who furniſh him againſt themſelves with thoſe arms which to 
Chriſt had taken from him, who give him occaſion to tf 
umph over their fall, and loſe at laſt thoſe eternal bleſſing ft. 
which our Saviour had purchaſed for them with his blood. fo 


v—— — — | we 

/ th 
CONTEMPLATION b 
On Chrift"s temptation in the deſart. 3 

we 


Almighty God! whoſe infinite power chiefly appears r 
pardoning finners, whom thou haſt created after ti m 

own image, have mercy on me, according to thy great mercy. Grant je. 
our earthly hearts may love thee above all things, and that WM cc 
may obtain thoſe great recompences. thou haſt promiſed us: a; 
for ſince they ſurpaſs all our defires, they deſerve our who Wl ne 
heart. Is it the greateſt effort of thy power to produce ſuc ch 
nothings as we are, or to puniſh ſuch weak creatures? Noll ar 
thing in nature oppoſes thy will; thou canſt reduce us to tie |; 
number of thoſe things, which are not, and juſtly deſtroj to 
thoſe who have ſo unjuſtly offended thee, without meeting 
with any reſiſtance. But to ſoften the hardneſs of my unge 
0 
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| heart, to ſtop the juſt complaints which thy juſtice. makes 

zcainſt me, and to pardon with mercy. him, who is unworthy. 
hereof, requires an infinite power; and becauſe thine is ſuch, 


A of : . . "YR 8-7 
+ thou canſt do in me what thou, pleaſeſt, without prejudieing 
y juſtice, or deſtroying thy creature. Se 
0 ö f ' RNS 
* O God of Majeſty, before whom the angels tremble with reſ- 
* who is ſo great, ſo powerful, ſo juſt, and ſo merciful as 
254 thou art? Be thou for ever blefled for the faith thou haſt given 


me, whereby I acknowledge thee Tor my God; for the hope 
with which, thou inſpireſt me, whereby thou obligeſt me to 
expect eternal bleſſings from thee ; and for the charity which 
o chou art willing to kindle in my heart, whereby thou wilt 
red WW have me to love thee with all my ſtrength, 


* 1 AOL 


be II. But it depends on thee, O Lord! who canſt do whatever 
ri, chou pleaſeſt, to make my ſoul ſenſible of the infinite greatneſs. 
au which is in thee. Thou canſt, if thou wilt, enlighten my 
be WY blindneſs, fortify my weakneſs, repleniſh me with thy grace, 
vho WY ſubject me entirely to thee, and elevate my meannels even 
obo to the participation of thy eſſence. Speak then, O omnipotent 
ed, WY and moſt merciful Jeſus! ſpeak to this leper, to this wretch, 
ich WY to this inner. Make thyſelf be heard by my heart, O eternal 
m. father ! ſay only I will, and I ſhall be healed ; I ſhall be 
not ſtrong ; I ſhall love thee; and I ſhall imitate thee perfectly; 

for thou canſt do whatever thou pleaſeſt. OE 


The great things thou haſt done for me, only becauſe thou 
wouldſt do-ſo, teach me that I ought to hope for every thing 
that I have need of from thy love. Thou waſt pleaſed to be- 
come man for me; and thou waſt ſo becauſe thou wouldſt be 
ſo. Thou wouldſt take the form of a ſlave and of a finner,, 
and reſemble me in all things except fin. Thou wouldſt take 
my debts upon thee, and fatisfy them by thy love. Thou 
wouldſt inſtruct my ignorance by thy heavenly doctrine. 
Thou haſt overcome my enemies. Thou haſt taught me the 
manner of fighting againſt them. Thou halt abaſed the ma- 
jeſty of thy divine perſon ſo far as to ſuffer thyſelf to be temp t- 
ed by a curſed creature, whom thou haſt rejected for ever, 
and who will always hate thee. Thou didſt permit his infer- 
nal malice to attack thy ſovereign purity. Thou did allow 
that ſpirit of darkneſs to tranſport thee whither he would, 
and to go ſo far as even to aſk thee to adore him. It is true 
he knew thee not; but thou, O my God! who ſuſſeredſt him 
to do it, thou perfectly kneweſt thy own greatnels, and his 
baſeneſs. * | T3047 «30 8 

le 
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It was an extreme humiliation for thee to ſee thyſeW, ith 
time of thy paſhon, trampled on by the executioners ; and ya 
thou lovedſt them, how wicked foever they were; and all ther 
cruelty hindered thee not from praying and dying ſor them 
They exereiſed by their crimes the virtue which laboured in 
ſanctifying them. They ſhed. the blood wherewith they 
were waſhed. Many of them even acquired eternal ploy 
by the ignominies which they made thee ſuffer ; and convert 
ed by their own fins, they gave their life for thee, after havin 
put thee ta death. 


* being always an enemy to thy love and to th 
ildren, always ineffable in his batred, obſtinate in his ma- 
lice, inſenſible of thy goodnefs, and unworthy of thy prefence; 
why didſt thou permit him to have the boldneſs of approach 
ing to thee, of fpeaking to thee, and of tempting thee, as he 
tempts ſinners? Why didſt thou vouchſafe to diſpute with ſo 
infamous a creature? Why didſt thou permit the infernal ſp- 
rit, after being overcome, till to diſcharge his rage a_ 
thee, by the means of his miniſters, fo far as to faſten thee to 
the croſs; and to be able to boaſt of having thwarted thy 
deſigns, and of having taken away thy life? All I know on 
that point, O my God ! is, that thou wouldſt have fo, and 
haſt done ſo: and thou wouldſt have it fo, and haſt done 
out of the love thou haſt for me. But the reaſons of that Jove 
are not to be found in me, they areall in thee, O Lord! thy 
wiſdom and mercy have invented that admirable order and 
harmony, by which God is glorified and man ſaved. 


III. What hinders then at preſent, O my God! thy good- 
neſs from willing, and thy power from doing what I dehire 
thee ? Communicate to me, thy light, thy love, thy purit), 
thy fweetneſs, and thy ſtrength ; and put this pure creature in 
ſuch a ſtate as thou wouldſt have it in. If in thy goodnels 
thou findeſt reaſons for willing and doing things which ſeem 
ſo inconſiſtent with what thou art, wilt thou find none for the 
thing in the world the moſt conformable to thy divine great- 
neſs, and to the efficacy of an abundant redemption, t is, 
for maniſeſting the glory of thy power and mercy, by grant 
ing me with plenitude what my heart defires with ſo much 
fervour ? It is. true I am unworthy thereof, and thou feel 
nothing in me but reaſons for refuſing me: but is not thy 
goodnc's greater than my unworthineſs, and are not the mo- 
tives which thou findeſt in thyſelf for ſuccouring me, infinite 
Iy ſtronger than thoſe which thou findeſt in me for abandon- 
ing me? Have mercy on me therefore, O Lord! for thy owl 


ſake; 


| 4 
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ike; aſt me, heal me, reſtore me, and make me ſuch as 
hou deſireſt. $ * ng ds In © 4 +7 8 2 e . 


du Bee I know, O my Saviour! both vg word, and 


in y own experience, that it is from thee alone I can and ought 
expect thoſe great bleſſings which I do not deſerve: ſuffer 
e to reprefent to thee my wants and miſeries with confidence 
Wn humility. e | | N * 
* | 5 


IV. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! that ſinee the devil preſumed to 
empt thy incomparable holineſs, over which he had no power, 
ind which on the contrary he had ſo many reaſons to fear; 
Mnce he affaulted an infinite innocence, an invincible force, 
nd a conſummate virtue; and ſinee he oppoſed thy eternal 


h- Wicfgns, in order to fraſtrate them; what will he not under- 
be Wake againſt a weak man as I am, born in miſeries, plunged in 
Dire, and full of corruption? nnn 
Pt ; | 3 
Thou knoweft, O Lord! that this roaring lion never ſleeps, 
to Nhat he ſeeks to devour me, that he omits nothing for hurting 


pe, that he infinuates himſelf every where, that he continu- 
on y ſeduces me to evil, that he corrupts the good I do, and 
nd What he is always intent on ſetting ſnares to entrap me. Iam. 
ſo Wot even ſafe from him whilſt J fleep, nor when I awake; he 
*mpts me at all times, on all occafions; he ſometimes tranſ- 
prms himfelf into an angel of light; he hides himfelf under 
e appearances of virtue, under my own inclinations, and 
ften even under a ſhew of thy favours. He affaults me every 
here, and in every manner, within and without, in good 
nd bad things, in labour and reſt, in prayer and action: 
re nnd enters ſo fecretly into my thoughts, defires, and affections, 
ty, Hat | perceive him not. 


es When he cannot make me fin, he diſturbs me by his tempta- 
ons, fatigues me by his importunities, and ſtaggers me by 
angerous imaginations wherewith he fills my mind: he re- 
publes his wrath and envy againſt me, in order to deprive 
e of thoſe goods he has loft : he calls to his aſſiſtance all the 
nes of hell, the vanity of the world, the propenfity of cor- 
Ipt nature, bad examples, the accidents of life, and the 


eſt ry fins which thou haſt forgiven me; and thus he makes me 
by W'ruſt thy mercy. 

10- NE. | 
te- l have always had that enemy at my fide, ever ſince I was 


In; even when I knew him not, he was near me, and the 
eateſt wounds he gave me, were often thoſe I had not the 
aſt feeling of. 

O divine 
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O divine Jeſus, my fortitude and hope! what ſhall a yea; 
miferable, ignorant creature do, againſt ſo powerful and cus 
ning an enemy? What am I to maintain ſo unequal and i 
dangerous a combat? To whom ſhall I have recourſe; in 4 
cruel and continual a war ? | | 


I know that thou never permitteſt my enemy to tempt me 
above my ſtrength; that I can always overcome him wit 
thy grace; that I reap a conſiderable profit from that victoꝶ 
and this is what renders me inexcuſable. I confeſs it before thy 
mercy, not defiring to juſtify myſelf, but acknowledging ny 
miſery, and mi een help. O God of goodneſs ! by whole F 
patience I live, who beareſt with me and expecteſt me, tha Ml. 
ſeeſt all the advantages which that enemy obtains over me, | c 
give ear to him, T open him the door of my heart, and receive 
him therein, whilſt this heart is ſhut againſt thee, .M 
readineſs to obey him renders him more bold to do me harm. 
and when I reſolve to have recourſe to thee, he aſſaults me ſlil 
with greater fury; becauſe J have let him enter, and har 


abandoned myſelf to him, ; an 


V. I feel myſelf weaker every day, fince my will has refuſed. 
thy help; and acknowledge that my weakneſs proceeds fron, 
my own fault: for that accurſed ſpirit would have no powell... 
over me, if my remiſſneſs and negligence had not given... 
him. Tis with juſtice therefore that he accuſes me befan 
thee, O ever equitable judge! becauſe he knows he can neithe 
overcome me, nor hurt me, unleſs I am willing. But, ala 
T have conſented miſerable creature that I am, and thereby 
have fallen under his power. He has drawn me into an ink 
nite number of miſeries; he ſtill treats me as his ſlave; and i 
all that I can only blame myſelf alone, 


Shall I remain without a remedy before thee, O my God! 
who art an ocean of mercy ? Why art thou my redeemer, | 
it be not to ſet me at liberty? Why art thou my ſovereign good 
but to deliver me from all evil? O ineffable goodneſs ! ſandy 
me. O eternal ſweetneſs! pardon me. O infinite powet! 
deliver me from my enemy and from myſelf. Thou knowel 
O Lord! that he will never ceaſe from perſecuting me, till ꝶ 
ſees me undone to all intents and purpoſes. Defend me froll 
that roaring lion; let him remain without his prey; and. 
me be ſecured from his fury under the ſhadow of thy wing 
Remember that thou foughteſt againſt him only that I migil 
overcome him by thy power. Fight then till for me, O Lot 
and triumph in me over my enemy. 4 

| s 
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al, WW Tis true thou haſt commanded me to obey none but thee» 
unnd to adore none but thee alone: and yet I have ſubjected 
Uo ny fclf willingly to him. I have abandoned my ſenſes and 
10 WW: ppctites to him, which he has formed to rebel againſt me and 
| thee, and I have had more complaiſance and affection for him 
than for thee. . 


vid Thou haſt forbidden me to be raſh, and to tempt thee ; 
ind yet 1 have the raſhneſs to appear in thy fight. cloathed 


ich the livery of thy enemies, and with, the marks of my ſla- 
merry. I have been fooliſh enough to hope, that I ſhould be 
hole ved by walking in the way of perdition. I have often been 


willing to join ſenſual pleaſures, and the devil's will with thy 
ſervice ; and. becauſe that union was impoſſible, I have allow- 
ered myſelf to run into a thouſand diforders ; and falling con- 
My nually from one fin into another, I beheld myſelf at laſt in 

m te abyſs of wickedneſs, and at the gates of hell. N 


hal I. Behold what my miſery is, but thou art my Lord, 
and with thee there is mercy, Pf. exxix. 4. I have ſtrayed, O 
good ſhepherd ! I have finned, O divine Jeſus! behold what I - 
am capable of. Thou haſt ſaid, that man lives not by bread alone, 
but by all the works of thy hands, the goodneſs of thy heart, 
and the ſweetneſs of thy words. If therefore, O Lord! Ican- 
en not ceaſe from being thine, and if ©n art wholly mine, how 
foel1n 1 die? Open thy treaſures, O infinite bounty ! elevate my 

bt 


the lowneſs, fortify me againſt my enemy, pardon me my 

Man cakneſſes, render me life and ſtrength, and make me 

reh er the ſuture with a courage equal to the cowardice I have 
ne therto had. 


But I can neither fight nor overcome without thee. Thou 
art my head, thou haſt overcome my enemies by thy humili- 
„ and thou haſt left it to me as a buckler impenetrable 
0 all their darts. Iown, O God! that Ian do nothing with- 
but this divine virtue; and though I ſhould not acknowledge 
It, my own failings would bear witneſs againſt me, fince I 
have fallen through my pride into an abyſs of miſeries, out 
f which I cannot come without thy aſſiſtance. My preſent 
ll is to offend thee no more, and never to follow that of my 
nemy; butT alſo know very well, that I ſhall not have the 
urength to reſiſt him, unleſs thou fighteſt. for me. 


An 


An Exrosiriox of the CXXIX. PS ALM. 
De profundis. 5 777% Why 
By way of prayer againſt temptations. 
From the depths T have cried to thee, O Lord ! Lord hear my win 


+ 


TF Acknowledge, O my God! that thou haſt exalted me to; 
1 fublime ſtate; that thou haſt loved me, and encompaſſe 
me with thy mercies; but I have plunged myſelf into the min 
of earthly affections; I have thrown myſelf into the ſnares d 
my enemies, into a gulph of miferies and blindneſs, and int 
the deep abyſs of all vices. I have buried myſelf in thatob 
feure priſon ; I have fettered myſelf in thaſe chains whit 
oppreſs me, and which ſo weigh down my foul, that I can 
look up to heaven, nor be ſenſible of thy divine favoun 8 * 
Thou ſeeſt the ſtate I am in, and forbiddeſt me to deſpair. un 


Therefore from the depth of my darkneſs, langwiſhing 
conſumed and miſerable, I preſyme, O God of merey! toe 
vate to thee my hope and dejected eyes. How unworthy 
ever I am of being regarded and heard, I conjure thee to look 
upon me in thy goodneſs, and to hear the lamentable ers 
which my miſeries ſend forth to thee. 

II. Let thy ears be attentive to the voice of my ſupplication. 

Tho” I have been always deaf to thy voice, O be thou na 
ſo to mine: and let that ſame paternal] love, whereby tha 
haſt commanded me to hear thee, move thee this day to heat 
the prayer I make to thee : for if thou heareſt me now of i 
goodneſs, and healeſt me, O charitable ſhepherd ! I ſhall a 
ways for the future be attentive to thy voice ; I ſhall follor 
it faithfully, and ſhall never depart from thy will. 

III. If thou wilt mark iniguities, O Lord ! Lord who fhall flandi! 

If thou examineſt the number and greatneſs of my fins; 
if thou infliteſt with rigour the puniſhment they defer 
what hope can have ? 1 Shall T find in myſelf wherewith 
ſatisfy for all the debts I have contracted by my offences? i 
thou doſt not mitigate the ſeverity of thy juſtice in regard « 
me, what ſhall become of me? to whom ſhall I have recourſe! 
Jam Joſt without redemption; becauſe I can expect 
remedy but from thee alone, O my God whom I have & 
fended. 

IV. Becauſe with thee there is merciful forgrueneſs. | 

Remiſhon of ſins, compaſſion, and goodneſs are only it 
be found in thee. Thou waſt pleaſed that I ſhould on 

1 
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my A only from that hand which is able to puniſh me: 
for every thing beſides thee riſes —_ inſt me, and condemns 
me juſtly ; my fins and ingratitude, thy benefits which I have 
not made good uſe of, thy law which I have violated, thy 
enemies whom I have followed, and all thy creatures which 
have abuſed in offending thee, demand m thee the juſt 
haſtiſement which I deſerve. I am myſelf the greateſt of 
my enemies, and my conſcience continually upbraids me for 
all the'fins I am guilty of. Whither then ſhall I go to ſeek 
or refuge? We can only find in thee alone, O my God, that 
patience which ſuffers all things, and that mercy which, pat- 


wy ons all things. If thou ſhutteſt thy paternal bowels againſt 
un ne, there will remain no other refuge nor hope for me. 

ob V. And for thy law I have expected thee, O Lord] ; 
Thou haſt commanded me to hope always in thee, to invoke 
uu bee, and to have recourſe to thee in all my troubles. 


Thou haſt been pleaſed that thy juſtice ſhould overlook the 
fins of men. Thou haſt impoſed on thy mercy the obliga- 
tion of receiving the penitent finner, and of pardoning him, 
whenſoever he ſhall bewail his fins. I preſent to thee, O Lord! 
theſe ſo amiable laws, and am certain thou wilt not repeal 
them. I caſt myſelf at thy feet, and I am ready to undergo 
all the puniſhment I deſerve, and hope from thee all the mer- 


cy I have need of. | 
VI. My foul hath relied on his word; my foul has hoped in the 
Lord 


Thou art true, O Lord! and never faileſt in thy promiſe. 
Thou doſt not call us to deſtroy us, but to give us life. Thou 
ffereſt not thy mercy to refuſe it to thoſe who return to thee, 
but to receive them with * good neſs: in this thy word 
t Aw hopes, and this ſtrayed ſheep preſumes to return 
0 the fold. | | | 
VII. From the morning watch even until nicht, let Iſrael hope in 


Lord. | 

Or according to the Hebrew verſion : My ſoul expects God more 
relic: the ſentinels expect the morning. As the guards who ſtand 
entry impatiently expect the day, to reſt themſelves after 


heir night's labour; ſo my ſoul ſupports itſelf by the hope it 
bas in thee. When Iam ſurrounded with the darkneſs of my 
ins, and the dangers of temptation, I encourage myſelf with 
the expectation of thy preſence, which alone can revive my 
Janguor and fortify my weakneſs. I hope to ſee by means of 
thy light, to be ſupported by thy power, and to reſiſt my ene- 
mies with thy affiſtance. For if thou viſiteſt my ſoul, its 
arkneſs ſhall be diffipated,' its enemies ſhall take flight, its 
Ins ſhall appear no more, and thou wilt give me conſtancy 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary for perſevering in the night of tribulation; if tha 
permitteſt it to return Tee gl rr frog 
VIII. Becauſe with the Lord there is mercy ; and with: hi 
plentiful redemption. And he hall redeem ' Iſrael from all h w 
quittes. | fy 
The treaſures of mercy are in thy hands; and thoſe liben 
hands are always open for diſtributing them. For when thay 
hadſt once reſolved to remedy my evils, what haſt thou ſpar 
for my delivery from thence? Thou haſt given me whateye 
thou poſſeſſeſt, haſt promiſed me whatever I can defire, an 
haſt provided for all my neceffities. Thou haſt encompaſſed 
me on all ſides with thy bounties, haſt taken my miſeries upon 
thyſelf, haſt ſhed thy blood, and ſacrificed thy life for mg 
Thou haſt given mea right to thy merits, haſt overcome my 
enemies, haſt opened the gates of heaven, and haſt made my 
heir of all the wealth of thy kingdom. Accompliſh thy 
work, O charitable Redeemer ! and let not the temptation 
of my enemy, and the weakneſs of my fleſh render ſuck 
an abundant redemption unprofitable to me. Support me hy 
thy power, protect me by thy mercy ; that I may alway 
love thee, and faithfully refiſt every thing that diſpleaſes thee, 
and is capable of ſeparating me from thee. 1 


O Queen of angels, refuge of finners, faithful diſpenſatrix df 
the divine goods ! come to my help in the time of temptation, 
repel the fury of the ſerpent, whoſe head you have brulſed, 
diflipate the powers of hell which have plotted my ruin, and 
never ſuffer me to yield to their efforts. You blefled inhabi 
tants of heaven, ye victors crowned with glory! Who hare 
experienced our dangers, and now enjoy the ſweetneſs of eter 
nal repoſe ; with your prayers aſſiſt this miſerable traveller 
always expoſed to ſhipwreck, and continually beaten with the 
waves of temptation ; that he may one day enjoy with you 
the fruits of your victory. Amen. 


XVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
The rudeneſs of his diſciples. 


FTER having overcome the devil, our Saviour had ano 
ther war much more violent to carry on againſt the 


world, againſt the errors and malice which reigned oy 


* 
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He began to teach in the ſynagogues to the admiration of the 
people, and eſpecially of thoſe who had known him at; Nazg- 
reh, and who having always conſidered him as an ordinary 
man, were ſurpriſed at his doctrine. When he had reſolved 
to go through all the towns of Judta, preaching and work- 
ing miracles, and to manifeſt himſelf to the world, to ſhew 
its errors, and to bring it back into the way of ſalvation; he 
choſe twelve apoſtles, and ſeveral other diſciples, after treating 
about that affair with his eternal father upon a high mountain, 
where he ſpent the whole night in prayer. To teach us; firſt, 
what care he took about thoſe things which regarded our ſal- 
vation. Secondly, from whom we ought to aſk counſelin our 
affairs, whoſe ſucceſs cannot be truly happy, unleſs they are 
concerted with God, and undertaken by the motion of his 
ſpirit. | > Sg | Seb 


But altho' the evangeliſts do not diſtinctly ſhew the vocation 
of each of them, it is certain that our Lord declared to them 
in his diſcourſe at the laſt ſupper, that he had choſen them to 
be the princes and pillars of his church. You , choſe not. me, 
ſays he to them, but I choſe you ; and have appointed you, that you 
go and bear fruit; and that your fruit remain, Jo. xv. 16. He choſe 
alſo, ſome time after, other ſeventy. two. diſciples, whom he 
ſent through all Judea, with the power of -working miracles, 
commanding them to goto all the cities and villages whither 
he was to come after them, declaring the kingdom of God, 
and healing the fick. They executed his orders with great 
zeal; and thoſe among them that remained with Chriſt until 
his death, greatly aſſiſted the apoſtles in the preaching of 
the goſpel. , St. Matthias was choſen from amongſt them to fill 
up the place of Judas the traitor ; and the whole world was 
filled with the admiration of their ſanctity, with the fruits of 
their labours, and with the fame of their miracles. a 


II. St. Paul exhorts us to conſider, as a thing worthy. of 
atoniſhment, the choice which our Saviour made of t 
men, for converting the world: confider brethren, ſays he, your 
beins called, that not many are wiſe according 1% the fleſh, not many 
prverful, not many noble but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
this world, to confound the things that are ſtrong: and Grd has choſen 
the mean and contemptible things of the world, and the things that 
are not, t9 deſtrey the things that are: that no fleſh may glory in his 
fight. But from him you are in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God 1s become 
wiſdom to us, and juſtification, and ſunctiſication, and redemption , that 
as it is dritten: He that glories, let him glory in the Lord. For 
therein appears the divine power, which erects ſo magnificent 
an edifice upon ſuch weak foundations. 1 Cor. i. 26, &c. 

One 
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One of the greateſt obligations we have to Chriſt, is for lus 
ing communicated his gifts. to us through ſuch channel; 
that we may carry our thoughts unto the fountain, and 
knowledge the hand from whence all our bleſſings deſten o 
He has thereby confounded all the wiſdom of the world: Me 
\ 


becauſe he foreſaw that this corrupt world would not ſubmiti 
faith, and would contradict his doctrine, he was pleaſed thy 
the ſages of the world, who could not arrive at the knowledg ne 
of God by their own lights, ſhould be inſtructed by wn 
moſt obſcure, that is, by poor fiſhermen. 1 


But all that could not be done without a great deal of {x 
bour: for what pain and humiliation was it for our Lord he! 
be always with men that were rude, dull, ignorant, and d 
picable in every reſpect; who had nothing of what was n. 
ceſſary for ſo great a work; and whom he was conſequenii ! 
obliged to inſtruct, poliſh and cultivate continually with Mol 
extreme care, and an indefatigable patience, in order Mr. 
— them capable of receiving the fulneſs of the Hoh ei 
Ghoſt. | {2 . 


III. It will ſeem perhaps that I injure the fimplicity of th 
apoſtles, by putting it in the number of the ſufferings df 
Chriſt, who always treated them as his children, and foreſax 
that having received- the Holy Ghoſt, they would labour i 
the Lord's vineyard, even to give their lives for his glory. Bit 
Tam certain they will not take it amiſs that I here relate whit 
their beginnings were, and how much their inſtruction col 
that heavenly maſter : fince they themſelves acknowledged i 
afterwards much better than I can expreſs it. That though 
was to them a continual ſubject of humiliation and ſurprils 
They could not be wearied with admiring the divine mere) 
which had raiſed them from extreme weakneſs to ſo hight 
degree of perfection. They preſerved a moſt tender acknow 
ledgment for him, who had winked at and ſupported with4 
moſt paternal goodneſs ſuch monſtrous defects, in order i 
draw ſuch great advantages from thence. And they did 10 
think they could ſufficiently repay, for the pains they had o- 
caſioned fo amiable a father, by their ſervices, labours, « 
ſhedding all their blood. But though his paternal love great 
ly mitigated to him the pain he had in ſupporting their weak 
neſſes, yet we are no leſs indebted to him on that account: 
on the contrary that facility proceeding only from the great 
neſs of his love, {till redoubles our obligations. | 


TV. Tix 
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IV. The Son of God: having therefore aſſembled ſome dif 
iples, for the, moſt part rmen, rude in their views, 
dgments, and affections; he bore with them as a father, and 
ſtructed them as a maſter, with all the patience they then 
ood in need of: for their minds being heavy and attached to 
je earth, did not elevate themſelves to divine things. 
When Chriſt ſpoke to them. of the kingdom of God, they 
agined nothing beyond the temporal kingdom of Fudea 
nd each of them thought of holding the firſt rank therein: 
pme becauſe they had been called firſt ; others becauſe they 
ere our Lord's relations according to the fleſh; all of them 
om mean and human reaſons. And as ſuch thoughts are 
Iways accompanied with many other defects, they promiſed 
eir kindred riches, dignities, and favour. e 
Whilſt the Lord ſpoke to them of the higheſt myſteries of 
ligion, at his laſt ſupper, where he inſtituted the ſacrament 
f his body and blood, they diſputed among themſelves who 
zould be the chief, even making uſe of the intereſt of others, 
r obtaining what they defared ; and John and James employed 
eir mother to aſk for the firſt places. They were weak; 
ſten wavered in the faith; and abandoned their [maſter in 
e time of his paſſion: Peter denied him; Judas betrayed 
im; others doubted, and with difhculty believed he was riſen 
gain. Even when he was preparing to leave them, in 
der to aſcend into heaven, they were ſtill poſſeſſed: with the 
oughts of his temporal kingdom. | 7 75 


buy Several of choſe diſciples, by hearing him ſay, he would 
nave his body to eat, and his blood to drink, were ſcandalized; 
id ſome went away. When he ſpoke at ſupper of the 
| uWcceflity of ſpiritual arms, for overcoming temptations, they 
orantly anſwered, that they had two ſwords; and _— | 
na oteſted that they would die with him, they fled at the 
t of danger. When they felt any motion of zeal, they 
wih ere tor making fire deſcend from heaven upon thoſe who 


fuſed to hear them; and ſeeing others caſt out devils in the 


thalWane of Jeſus Chriſt; they were jealous of them ; and warmly 
nplained thereof. They committed alſo many other faults, 
na hich ſhewed the-narrowneſs and dulneſs of theit minds. 

e. Notwithſtanding Chriſt bore with them, be reproved 


tem with goodneſs, and inſtructed them with as much 
miliarity and mildneſs, as if they had been perfect men. 
e treated them as his equals ; gave them reaſons for his con- 
uct, as to his companions; defended them as his children 
gainſt thoſe that aflaulted them; and diſcovered to them his 
lgns and the moſt proſound myſterjes-of his kingdom, as to 
s confidents, although they gro/ly underſtood every thing. 
e kept them near him hilſt he ſpoke to the people, aſſembled 
. 


Yer. I. them 


48 ; 
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them before-prayer, viſited them from time to time during 
er, exhorted them to love prayer and to perſevere then 
fad the extreme care he took of them, appeared in ally 
actions. If he ſpoke ſometimes obſcurely in public, and iff 
concealed the ſeorets of his doctrine under parables, beg 
plained them afterwards in private to them, ſhewing then 
that they were dearer to him than all others. He anſwen 
their (queſtions, how groſs foever they were, as if they h 
been renſonable and full of good ſenſe. 3p 
Although their manners, minds and behaviour were qui 
oppoſite to his infinite wiſdom, he never expreſſed either i 
eaſure or uneaſineſs with them: on the contrary he concahk 
heir defects, overlooked their ignorance, bore with thi 
rudeneſs, and ſupported the whole weight of a converſatia 
whieh could not be agreeable to him but only through 'the ly 
he had for us. In fine, he had them always with him, 
table, in his journeys, in public and private, within 4 
without, till he had raiſed them to an eminent degree 
virtue and wiſdom. He ſowed in that uncultivated gr 
the divine feed; which was afterwards to bear fruit an hund 
fold, by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and vomfon 
himſelf in all his pains, with the hopes of a plentiful harm 
that is, with the converſion of the world. F 
This is a great ſubject of reflection for us, to ſee the eteny 
wiſdom ſpeak in the midft of thoſe ignorant men, of what] 
moſt ſublime, and labour ſo long in making them' eſteemal 
reliſh the heavenly truths, which it could in a moment ha 
imprinted in their ſouls, as it did afterwards, by ſending tha 
the Holy Ghoſt, Certainly the apoſtles could not afterwat 
remember the mildneſs of Chriſt, without being penetrat 
with love and confuſion. That reflection humbled and inflam 
them at the fame time. It cannot be / comprehended n 
ſweet it was for them afterwards to ſpend themſelves int 
ſervice of ſo amiable a maſter, and to give their blood and 
for him. 2 | 19 
VI. The conduct our Lord obſerved in regard of his apolik 
is a wonderful inſtruction for all thoſe who labour in thee! 
verſion of fouls. By his divine ſweetneſs he accommodat 
his zeal to their capacities, not urging them too much, il 
fear of deſtroying inſtead of edifying; not exaggerating Ut 
faults, 'becauſe they proceeded rather from ignorance 4 
ſimplicity than from malice; and becauſe the apoſtles bad! 
as yet ſufficient light to know wherein they failed. He inſpit 
them by degrees with humility, in joining example to wan 
and applied himſelf to correct them, not by the rigour of! 
reprimands, but by the ſweetneſs of his converſation. 


| XVIE Suffering of Chrift.. 287. 
knew that the human heart is not capable of great: 
E but when it is infla med with the 5 vi even ax 
iron cannot be made pliable, unleſs. it be thoroughly 
ated by the fire. He knew alſo that we more profitably 
over our vices in the beauty of virtue than in their own: 
ormity, which is only diſcovered in proportion as-the-laves 
Cod is eſtabliſhed in us. 
Thus it is we ought to deal with our neighbour; bearing 
th his faults till he knows them himſelf, and endeavouring- 
the mean time to move him mildly to the love of virtueʒ- 
this means we ſhall the better diſpoſe him to receive graces: 
> light of which will afterwards diſcover to him, the true» 
ue of every thing: Jacob ſhall not now. be. confaunded;, ſaid they 
ophet 1/azah, Xxix. 22. neither all now his countenance beaſhavtde: 
when he- ſhall. ſee his. children, the. works: of my. hands, in ih 
it of him ſanctiſying my name. Becauſe the! time of his ſham® 
not come, he eſteems vanity, he ſtill loves the evil he has: 
ne; but when he begins to reſolve to ſerve God ſincerely; 
Nahe will be ſenfible of the obſtacles he, has put thereto, he 
u bluch at the baſeneſs of his affections, and the falſehood; 
his judgments. | | : if 
great deal of prudence is neceſſary for profiting: by thoſe: 
cumſtances, in the conduct of ſouls. St. Paul: gives this; 
ice to the perfect: Galat. vi. 1. F a. man be gre-engaged-in any: 
lt, you that are ſpiritual, inſiruft ſuch an one in the ſmurit of: 
neſs, refleding on thyſelf, left. thau alſo: be tempted. And the 
phet Jaiah foretold of Chriſt, that 7% bruiſed reed he ſhall not: 
ak, and ſmoaking flax he ſhall: uat quench, Iſa. xlii. 3. For tha! 
> \moke be incommodious, yet it ſhews ſome. remains, of: 
; and prudent charity, far from extinguiſhing it, awakens: 
as one may ſay, by its breath, in order to make it increaſes. 
However we muſt obſerve, that this mildnefs is commonly. 


ir faults, and that it is good. ta uſe a little rigour in regard 
them; becauſe there appears to be malice in them, and 
wing their own, weakneſs, they teſtify thereby their wil- 
gneſs t6 perſevere. therein. There: are often found. in 
igious communities ſuch kind of ſpirits, wha would have 
ir ſuperiors. accommadate themſelves. ta all their inclina- 
ns; but the ſame charity which inſpires that condeſrendance 
certain perſons, who, by. reaſon af natural weakneſs, 
nnot elevate themſelves higher, forbids it in regard of thoſe: 
lom a too great attachment to their own, will, renders dif- 
It. to be brought to abedience. | * 25 4 514 7 
VII. What ought here to comfort us in the little good we 
s, that Chriſt received the ſervices, and good - will of the 
oſtles, though it was very imperſect, with as much goodneſs 
2 as 


"4 


profitable to thoſe who deſixe to be. ſpared continually in 


238 XVII. Suffering of Chriſt. | 
as he afterwards accepted of their labours and heroic aQing 
He ſaid to them the night before he died: 7 will not now f 
you ſervants, becauſe a ſervant knows not what his maſter does. 
I have called you friends; becauſe I haue made known 19 you, whath 
ever I heard from my father, Jo. xv. 15. And elſewhere, ug 
they who have remained with me in my temptation. Luke xxii. if 
Conſider who it is that ſays theſe things, and to whom 
ſays them; it is the fon of God who ſpeaks thus to thai 
who had already expreiled ſo much weakneſs, and who wat 
to teſtify ſtill more the enſuing night. He favourably recein 
from them the leaſt actions of an imperfect virtue, to teach 
that he is always ſatisfied with what we do for him, when weh 
what we can; that the ſimplicity and purity of our intent 
make him excuſe the defects of our works; that a very lth 
good on our part is ſufficient for drawing upon us the treaſug 
of his mercy ;. and that he confiders in the preſent grad 
which he communicates to us, the ſatisfaction he will recent 
from us hereafter. POS 0 
A great inſtruction both for thoſe that command and thi 
that obey !-It is an extreme imprudence in ſuperiors to e 
all things from all perſons, and to lay the ſame burthens a 
the ſtrong and on the weak; ſince they ruin the principle 
good government thereby. And it is a lamentable weakng 
in interiors, to complain that more is Jaid upon them that 
upon others who have fewer talents than they. Thus a prude 
director ought carefully to examine, what thoſe who are ut 
ject to his conduct can do, according to their ſtrength ail 
grace. He ought to bear with the weak, aſſiſt them in why 
they are capable of doing, exhort them to continue, andi 
expect nothing from them beyond their power: otherwiſe h 
will diſcourage them, make them abandon the exerciſe 
virtue, and entirely ruin them at laſt. 8 
VIII. - Jeſus Chriſt, for two reaſons, choſe rather to hear will 
the imperfections of his apoſtles, than to make them perk 
all at once. | +: 2 
- Firſt," to ſhew us in them how earthly affections hinder ti 
communication of the Holy Ghoſt, the gifts of perfect char 
and that intimate union with God, to which we are call 
For whilſt they were attached to the corporal preſence of dl 
Saviour, by a ſenſible love, they were incapable of receiil 
the divine light; and it was neceſſary for him to depart ial 
them in order to purify their love. 
*. Secondly, becauſe being appointed for great things, 
which they needed to receive extraordinary graces, they c 
firſt to be humbled ; that being afterwards filled with the BY 
Ghoſt,” they might deſpiſe themſelves by the remembrance 
their ancient-meanneſs. © Thoſe pillars of the church nees 
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no have foundations of humility proportioned to their eleva- . 
on; and nothing was more capable of eſtabliſhing - that 

irtue in them, than the knowledge of their own miſeries. 
IX. God deals in the ſame manner daily. in regard of thoſe; 
hom he elevates from earthly love to the contemplation of 
avenly things. He bears with their weaknefles, ignorance, 
omplaints, and their other imperfections... He comforts them 
metimes by his preſence, and then afflicts them by conceal- 
mls himſelf. He makes them feel ſometimes the ſweetneſs, 
nd ſometimes the ſeverity of his ſpirit. He raiſes them up 
ith great care; he ſupports them and humbles them; he 
haſtiſes them and careſſes them; he reſtrains them and ex- 
tes them, as a father full of goodneſs, who makes himſelf a 
yeet occupation of the education of his children. ; 

The apoſtles were not the ſole objects of his friendſhip; he 
ill ſtretches out his arm to us all, his power is not diminiſhed, 
js goodneſs is always the ſame, and he has no leſs care at this 

y to maintain his ſpirit in every one of us, than he formerly 

ad to preſerve it in his diſciples. Wherefore we ought to have 
e ſame acknowledgment to this charitable father as they 

xd; and we ſhall be no leſs ſaints than they were, if we are 

faithful. n ih 


* 


. o 


"CONTEMPLATION 

n Chriſt, in his patience in bearing with. the defects of tus diſciples. 

HE W me interiorly, O Lord! the time wherein thou wouldſt 

ma) have me to bleſs thee; and imprint in my heart all the 

knowledgment I ought to have for thy benefits. Thou call 

eus all, but who can come to thee, if thou doſt not bear him 

b? Thou wilt have all men to love thee, but who ſhall love 

ee, if thou doſt not give him thy love? Thou wilt be known 

the whole world, but who can know thee without thy light? 

he neceſſity I have of thee is born and encreaſes with me; 

e obligations I lie under to thee urge me continually ; but 

can only ſatisfy my obligations and gratitude by thee; and 

ochout thy goodneſs, without thy help, and without thy con- 
ut what can I do, O thou God of my foul? caſt then upon 
e the eyes of thy mercy; give me thoſe interior ears Which 
ake thy voice be heard. Give me the deſite of following 
ee, the ardour of ſeeking thee, and the ſtrength to come to 
ee. Give me the knowledge of my miferies, that I may fear 
em; and the fight of the dangers of this life, that I may 
void them. 41 

| | confeſs, O Lord ! that I am unworthy of the favour I beg of 
bee; that I even deſerve to be punithed, and caſt far from thee, 


r preſuming to aſk new favours, after having abuted _ 
whic 
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which thou haſt already beſtowed on me, and without h 
expiated the ſins I have committed againſt thee. Bu 8 
ſinners whom thou haſt received, the thief to whom thou pai 
paradiſe, and the ſinful women whom thou didſt fill with th 
grace, ſupport my confidence, and give me hopes thou wi 
not reject me: for they could never have been converted, 
ſought, nor followed thee, if thy light and divine power hu 
not excited them interiorly. 

| Why ſhould I not, O divine Jefus ! expect all from they 
fince, in order to declare thy truths to me, thou haſt ſent w 
angels from heaven, but ignorant, weak, and finful n 
in whom I ſee no leſs the defects of our nature, than the g 
of thy grace? Such were thy diſciples, even when they we 
with thee; ambitious, jealous, vain, wavering in the u r 
and full of baſe views, and terreſtrial affections. Thou di 
chuſe them nevertheleſs ſuch as they were, and leddeſt d 
with thee every where. 

There was one among them that was a publican, ar ita 
that was to deny thee, and a third that was to betray thi 
and whom thou wouldſt yet have forgiven, after ſo great 
 erime, if he had begged thy pardon. oh hey were almoſt hit 
ſo weak, that they abandoned thee, and ſo heavy that Man 
minds were always fixed to the ground. They had the dir 
light before their eyes, and ſaw not: they were fed with ul 
— of life, and were not fortified thereby. i 

As the beſt of fathers, thou treatedſt them with a charmi hen 
Tweetneſs, and they did not learn to love thee. Thou wi 
their defence, and they were afraid of every thing. Thourat 
municatedſt thy divine ſecrets to them, and they did not byte: 
thy ſpirit of thee in order to penetrate the depth of ep 
Thou promiſedſt them eternal bleſſings, and they had notion 
but temporal views. Thou taughtedſt them a [heavenly ut 
trine, and they profited not thereby. What do I ſay, O Lon 
they beheld him with their eyes, whoſe life was the: admiral 
vn of angels, enriched heaven, filled paradiſe with joy, Mer 
they knew him not. 

U. Why didſt thou ſuffer * O Lord ! to be at the u en 
time ſo near and ſo far from thee ? How couldſt thou reſtrupWn: 
thy love ſo long, and not inflame them at firſt with that d 
fire? Why did thou wait till they ſhould ſee thee no md 
for beſtowing thy gifts upon them, ſince thou lovedſt then 
tenderly? Without doubt it was on my account, O etem 
wiſdom ! that thou dealteſt fo with them: for I am perſuas 
that it would have been more agreeeable to thee to have rel 
ed abſolutely in them from the firſt moment of their vocal 
to have purified the hottom of their hearts, to have poli 
them ** and to have filled them with the . * 
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ace, as thou didft afterwards. But thou didſt judge it more 
Oper to bear with their defects fun ſome: times to ſhew mo 

nel thoſe, who were to be the maſters of chriſti tion; 

| he pillars of the truth, and the light» of the world, What I 
i} cht to hope for from thee, and that all my miſeries are nut 

Hable of ſtopping the courſe of thy merei ess. 

O certain refuge of thy poor creature! it is not only in thy 

ather's houfe that there are many manſions; there are alſo 

y in thy heart, fince thou receiveſt all into it. St. 

komas, though incredulous as he was, the thief,” the publican, 
be leper, and the public fiufal woman, find place therein; 

ad Jadas himſeif would have been received into it, had ho 
ot voluntarily abandoned himſelf to deſpair. It is in that 
wing heart that darkneſ is diſpelled, imperfections ate eons 
med, terreſtrial affect ions are deſtroyed; interior troubles are 

zmpoſed, and the whole man is ſanctifie l: 
Ht. What then! ſhall this heart ſo great, ſo open, ſo oha 

table, be ſhut againſt me alone, O my God! and: ſhall not 

y miferable creature find a place in it, where it may behold 
|} its vices deſtroyed, aud its fpirit renewed by the power of 

nine? I adore thee, O divine heart! wholly burning witk the 

lames of pure love. I adore thee, O eternal light O fun 
at always riſes and never-ſets! Fountain that flows without 
aſfing, and never diminiſhes Ocean of infinite bleſſings 
hich cannot be fathomed! Sweet refreſnment of travel lers 
omfort of all thofe that weep! refuge of thoſe that are tempt 

d! Sanctuary for all-finners! Receive me, O divine Jeſus, into 

hat heart, where I preſume to hope that I am written by thy 

ternal love. Where ſhall all my weakneſs be confumed; ex- 
pt in that furnace of love? And if there be not room for all, 
ow,, O my God ! art thou the Saviour and redeemer of all? 

lt is true, my vices are much greater than the rmperfe&tions 

f thy apoſtles: for they proceeded only from weakneſs,” igno- 

ance, and fimplicity. They did not leave thee; they accom+ 

anied thee every where, in prayer, in thy journies, at table, 

n labours, and in poverty. They remained with thee in thy 

emptations, they loved thee in ſuch a manner as they could, 

nd their deſects were not capaby> dt ſeparating: them from 
hee. But mine, O Lord) proce& from malice. I fly with- 
but being purſued; I depart from thee daily; I am inconſtant 

n thy ſervice; and I do not even ſtay for the temptation to 

dbdandon thee. | {9 499 
Thy-diſciples heard thee with eagerneſs, and I ſhut my ears 

wainſt thy word. They humbled them ſelves when thou didſt 

prove them, and I excuſe myſelf when corrected. They 

Kdrefſed themſelves to thee in their miſeries, in order to be 

ured of them, and I am filled with preſumption in —_ 

eir 


| _ 


Their ſimplieity attracted thy love, and my pride renders ny 
worthy of thy hatred. . O heavenly phyfician ! who ſeeſt iq; 
depth and corruption of my wounds, couldſt thou bear 
horror of them, if thou hadſt not for me the tenderneſs of 
father? Wouldſt thou expect me ſo long, if thy heart was un 
full of mercy ? Wouldſt thou forbid me to deſpair if th 
ſweetneſs was not ineffable? Wouldſt thou invite me to n 
ceive ſuch great bleſſings, if thy liberality was not infinite? 
Is it thou then, O divine Jeſus ! that ſeekeſt me? and an 
him whom thou defareſt to unite to thee ? Behold me hep 
before thee, O my love and ſovereign good! who hind 
thee now from obtaining what thou defireſt ? who ſtops the exs 
eution of thy defigns? wouldſt thou have me remain ſuch a 
am? Wilt thou ſtill bear longer with me? Art thou reſolve 
to leave me ſeparated from thee in the region of the ſhadow k 
death? Why doſt thou not caſt thy eyes upon me? Sh 
be the only one whom thou forgetteſt ? Why doſt thou an 
raiſe me up again, O thou life of my ſoul ! O my ſalvation! 
why doſt thou not heal me? I will not leave thee till tha 
haſt changed me entirely into thee; Iwill embrace thy feet; 
I will remain fixed to them, and will follow thee whitherſoerer 
thou goeſt. | | 
IV. What doſt thou defire of me, O Lord? Wouldſt tha 
have me to repent, to amend my life, to love and ſerve the hun; 
and to perſevere in thy love and ſervice? I will do it, Oer. 
God! as far as I am capable: yes, Iwill be wholly thine, Mere 
love thee always, and never to forſake thee ; I will do vr 
ever thou defireſt of me: ſupport my will and my weakneſs. he 
am willing, but I neither know how I will, nor how long thy 
will ſhall remain. I even feel myſelf already drawn back 
wards the earth by my own miſeries, which follow me in al 
places. It feems as if they were afraid Iſhould forſake then 
and my fleſh prepares to afſault me violently. Thou who 
ſupporteſt me ky thy goodneſs, fight alſo for me by thy poet 
Defend me, O Lord! Let thy eyes behold in my ſoul the fruit 
of that ſo ancient and ſo paternal love. Deſtroy by the con 
ſuming fire of thy fpirit, eyery thing in me that diſpleaſes thet 
and make me ſuch as thiforbouldf have me. 204 +. 
V. I cannot complain of thee, O father of mercies! Tal 
only complain of myſelf: for thou haſt always filled my foi 
how miſerable ſoever it has been. Even when J fled fro 
thee, thou didſt take away the ſnares that were ſet befote m 
Thou didſt put a ſtop to death's career leſt it ſhould ſurprif 
me before I had returned to thee. Thau inſpiredſt me vi 
what was profitable for me. Thou calledſt me back in a tho 
fand different manners. Thou didſt often create me pepper 


Contemplation am XVII. Suffering. » 243 
ig affairs, that being wholly employed, I might offend thee the 
leis. Thou didſt permit me to be tempted, to ſhew me the 
langer I was in; and ſometimes even to be overcome, to con- 
ince me of my weakneſs. Thou didſt reduce-me to dreadful 
xtremities, that I might be ſenſible of the neceſſity I had of. 
hee ; and though 1 have grievouſly ſinned, I ſhould have done 
it till more, if thy goodneſs had not deprived me of the occa- 
ions thereof. 19 tea A. * N. N 
Thou haſt never totally withdrawn thy hand; I have al- 
rays experienced thy help, and thou haſt even changed all 
hings for me into good, even my fins; by permitting my pre- 
ſumption to be humbled. If I returned to thee, thou diaſt 
immediately receive me; and filledſt me with the ſwettneſs 
of thy preſence. Thou didſt bear with my lukewarmneß. 
hou didſt accept the weak defires of ſo imperfect a virtue. 
hou didſt excite me to renew the reſolutions of ſerving thee; 
and ſhewedſt me clearly in my infirmity, that I could not ac- 
ompliſh them without thy grace. | #43: 05 
VI. I ſhould never finiſh if I were to relate all thy mercies 
in particular. For how many favours haſt thou not beſtowed 
on me ? How many crimes haſt thou not pardoned me; thou 
haſt always had paternal bowels towards: me ; thou haſt not 
turned away thy countenance, in ſpite of the perfidies of my 
ungrateful heart, which promiſed thee every . and per- 
formed nothing. Thou didſt hear my deſires, though thou 
ſoreſaweſt the ſterility and inconſtancy of them. I immediate 
ly returned back, thou beheldeſt my relapſes, and beareſt with 
hem; thou didſt ſweetly raiſe me up again, and reſtoredſt me 
to thy friendſhip, which I was baſely to violate ſhortly after: 
Was there ever beheld a father more meek, a mother more 
iffectionate, or a friend more faithful? | | 
What thankſgivings ſhall I render thee, O divine Jeſus! I 
we thee more than thy diſciples did: They exerciſed thy pa- 
ence only during three years, and I have fatigued it my 
hole life. They ſpent the greateſt part of their lives in 
thy love and ſervice; and mine has entirely paſſed away in 
tepidity and fin. x7 | 
am more indebted to thy mercy, than all the world befides: 
for there are an infinity of men whom thou permitteſt to err 
in faith, whilſt thou preſerveſt me therein. Thou ſuffereſt 
hem to adore idols, and to follow deluſion, whilſt thou illu- 
Minateſt me with the pureſt lights of thy truth. Thou permit- 
eſt others to perſevere until death in their diſorders, whilſt 
thou ſheweſt me mine, and giveſt me grace to forſake them, 
Ir at leaſt, that of praying to thee for that end. In tine, 
20u pardoneſt me as many fins as I ſhould commit, hadſt 
lou not the goodneſs to preſerve me from them. 


>; > &&& 


—_— 
= 
— 


SEE ASSES E=ESAESSS 


I adore 


I adore thee, O my Saviour! and thank thee as much ax] 
am capable of, for all thoſe favours, and for infinite othey 
which Iknow not. Let all the faints and angek im heam 
join with me in bleſfing thy holy name, and of ſinging thy 
mercies eternally. - | 

VII. Thou, O Lord! who knoweft that what hinders ms 
from profiting by all thoſe graces, is that I have not recourk 
to thee in all my neceflities, and that I love ſomething beſide 
thee, which I love not for thee. Purify my heart from thut 
unworthy attachments, and permit me not to have any other 
maſter; any other counſellor, any other judge, or any other 
friend but thee. For though in appearance, nothing but wha 
is great can be agreeable to thy infinite greatneſs, yet I knoy 
that pure fimplicity pleaſes thee, that thou doſt not judge i 
unworthy of thee, to enter into the particulars of our neces 
ties, to take an account of our ſteps and motions. If thay 
knoweſt the number of the hairs of our head, and of the tears 
of the trees; why ſhouldſt thou not alfo know that of on 
looks, our breathings, our thoughts, our defires, and of all the 
moments of our lives? 
df thou hadſt appointed only one hour every year to give 
me audience, to ſupply my wants, and to declare thy will u 
me, ought I not to ſigh after that hour during the whole yea, 
and prepare myſelf to treat with thee, to hear thee, and u 
receive thy benefits, which would be the food of my ſoul far 
the whole enſuing year, till the return of that happy hour! 
Whence comes it then that I do not converſe with thee ever 
moment as with a wiſe and faithful friend, and with a power 
ful protector, whom neither the government of the univerls, 
not the weight of all eternity hinders from thinking of me: 

Why do not come, in my troubles, to lay open my bes 
before thee; to expoſe to thee the words which offend me, 
the thoughts which grieve me, and every troubleſome thing 
that befals me? Why do I nor take care to offer thee all ny 
actions, fince thou . vouchſafeſt to accept the little I do vr 
thee ? If I were faithful in this practice, thou wouldft hep 
bleflings upon me: becauſe if for tepid prayers, and for wei 
defires, thou granteſt me a thouſand times more graces that 

I can merit of myſelf; what would it be, if I ſhould offer th 
all, and if I were wholly thine? | 

VIII. There is one thing wanting to me, O my God, which 
alone could reſtore me, and without which I do not even fel 
the evils which ſurround me on all ſides; it is humility, which 
is the fountain of all bleſſings. Thou knoweſt, O Jeſus! tif 
moſt humble of all men! that I can only by it obtain tit 
difidence of myſelf, the fear of diſpleaſing thee, and the hap 


neſs of ſighing continually after thee : it alone can * 
| _. 
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aw i it is ſor me to know thee, and 1 know how 
thou pleaſeſt, O humble Jeſus ! eſtabliſh in me that virtue 
which is ſo dear to thee, and which is the guardian of all others ; 
that I may fear myſelf, ſeek thee, and be entirely ſubject to 
thy conduct ; and being diſengaged from myſelf; I may live 
no longer but for thee, O divine Jeſus! my maſter, my fup- 
port, my comforter,” my ſalvation, my love, my ſovereign hap- 
pineſs, and my true life. 0 \ | 
O moſt humble hand-maid, and moſt worthy mother of 
God, you who never were ſeparate from him] fince he was not 
only content with being my refuge, but he was alfo pleaſed that 
you ſhould be my advocate, refuſe me not your protection. Al- 
though you are exempt from my miſeries, you are the daughter 
of Adam, take pity on your flefh, and obtain me the ſpirit which 
animated your conduct. And ye, O holy Apoltles! who were 
the light of the world, procure' me thoſe graces of converfion 
which you carried thorough the whole world; compaſſionate 
my faili fince you were ſubject to the ſame, and beg for 
this poor {inner the holy ghoſt, who made you perfect: u. 


XVIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
| , His Journeys. | ess 
HE divine ſhepherd began with his little flock to run 
1 over Paleſtine, and to gather together the ſtrayed ſheep of 
the houſe of /rael. His care extended further afterwards; 
and to fill up the places of thoſe, who, by their blindneſs and 
obſtinacy, were to reject his words, he prepared himſelf at that 
time to draw all the nations of the world unto him. But that 
the Jews might have no reaſon to complain, he omitted nothing 
on his part for their converſion; he declared to them the 
Kingdom of heaven, the law of grace, and the divine riches 
which he had brought them. 8 2 
Although he was the true Meſſias whom God had 3 
them ſo long, whom their fathers had ſo earneſtly deſtred, and 
whom they themſelves ought to have ſought after, finee he 
particularly came for them; he fought them firſt in the pro- 
found forgetfulneſs of their ſalvation wherein they lied, 
called them, offered them his grace, and ſpared neither care 
nor labour for inftrufting them, for withdrawing them from 
their vices, and for heaping his favours upon them. f 
Having therefore left his moſt bleſſed mother, under whoſe 
obedience he had lived ſo meekly for feveral years, he went to 
Capharuaum. This was a city of Galilee, fituated on the confines 
of the tribes of Zabulon and Nepthali, near Jordan, by the = | 
0 


of a ſalt lake, called the ſea of Galilee. Thoſe two ily 
being fallen into a great diſorder. of manners, were ruim 
with the reſt of the kingdom of Mael, compoſed of tenutriby 
of which the city of Samaria was the capital: but it was 
full of crimes, that it drew upon itſelf the wrath of God, and 
was entirely deſtroyed by peſtilence and war. 

II. It was then at Capharnaum that Chriſt began to pread 
his goſpel, according to that prediction of {/atak, ix. 1,4 
At the firſt time was the land of Zabulon alleviated, . and the land 
Nepthali——he people that walked in darkneſs, , hath ſeen wi 
light ; to them that dwelt in the region of the ſhadow of death, Tok 
is riſen. There he ſpread his doctrine ſo abundantly ; there k 
wrought ſo great a number of miracles; and there he v 
often, that he commonly called it his own city. For, asith 
not ſaid, that the ſun, in ſteering its courſe through th 
heavens, riſes to enlighten them, but to enlighten the eam 
ſubject to the obſcurity of night, and to the change of ſeaſoꝶ 
ſo Chriſt, the ſun of the heavenly city, which ſuffers neithe 
ſhadow nor vicifſitude, aroſe not upon it, but upon ſinneg 
whoſe days are ſhort, and nights gloomy ; and who have ſud 
long nights, and ſuch thick darkneſs, that the region they 
inhabit, ought to appear uninhabitable to them. 

He calls Capharnaum his own city, only becauſe he ther 
found whereon to exerciſe his zeal, and to work the wonden 
of his power : and this is a great ſubject of conſolation for u 
that our Saviour, who is the eternal light, vouchſafes to rik 
upon finners, to viſit thaſe cold and obſcure regions, to. war 
them by his heat, and to render them capable of producing 
the fruit he expects from thence. . 

III. This divine ſun having then appeared upon an earth 
covered with the darkneſs of fin, viſited all the deſolate citis 
of Hrael, whoſe number in Joftua's vifion, amounted to'thre 
hundred, without reckoning either thoſe that were built fine 
that time, or the caſtles, and other ſmall places. The tri 
of Juda alone had a hundred and fifteen cities. Chriſt entered 
into the ſynagogue, to declare to them the kingdom of Got 
he went into the gardens and upon the mountains, there 
ſpend the night in prayer; into the houſes to heal the tick 
and to inſtruct every one therein. He wrought miracles 
the public places; el. the people in the fields and ont 
river ſides, to preach penance to them: fed them even ſome 
times miraculouſly ; raiſed the dead; rejected no perſon ; di 
ſinners to him, by the odour of his divine virtues ; and fil 
them with admiration and joy, by the ſublimity of his doch 
and the ſweetneſs of his grace. 

He alſo viſited every place both on this and on the ole 
ſide of the ſea, after having ſent his diſciples thither to oy 
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in; coming. And hot the places were large enough for 
nl ploying ſeverity-two' iſciples, to which he diſtributed them; 
e himſelf went over them all one after another. He remained 
each of them as long as was neceſſary; when he departed 


dom thence, he left his holy ſpirit therein, which cauſed the 
vine ſeed to ſpring up which he had ſown therein. | 


ach IV. Such were the continual cares, deſires, labours, and 
„ orneys of Chriſt. He walked on foot into a very rough 
A ountry, among ſtones and rocks, in valleys and on mountains; 
du fring cold and heat, wind and rain; and found himſelf 
cen ſo fatigued, that he was forced to ſtop in the way, to take 
little reſt. © 6 5 


When he was arrived at his journey's end, he began to inſtruct 


s U 

e people, and to work the wonders of his power and good- 
Mes. Whilſt his diſciples were thinking on his corporeal neceſ- 
ties, he was always employed ababt the ſalvation of ſouls. In 


"me places they received him well, and in others ill: ſometimes 


theWhcy even drove him away; and then be retired without com- 
en laint or murmuring ; always as patient in injuries, as he was 
ukWWberal in pouring his bleſfings on thoſe whom he found diſpoſed 
be or receiving them. © hes | i 
His diſciples being one day provoked, and defiring to * 
denen fire from heaven upon that ungrateful people, he ſaid” 
den o them with his ordinary tranquillity, Luke ix. 55. You know 
F uf. ſpirit you are ſhewing thereby, that his ſpirit was 
de ſpirit of peace, meekneſs, patience, and longanimity, which 


aits for the ſinner, and offers him grace without doing him 
ny violence. As they were diſſuading him on another occa- 
jon from going into Jade, where he had been in danger of 
being ſtoned ſome time before, he anſwered them, Are there 
t twelve hours of the day, in order to teach them, that apoſtolical 
hen employed eleven of them profitably in expecting and 


ne{Waving patience, when people received grace in the twelfth ; 
nie ter having rejected it during the preceding hours. John xi. 9. 
era V. Thus it is this divine Saviour behaves tow men at 


reſent ; he invites them by his benefits and grace; and when 
ey refuſe it, he retires always with trouble: and inſtead of 
ejecting them with the juſt indignation this refuſal deſerves, he 
eturns again at another time and knocks at the door; that if 


tec finds the will diſpoſed to receive him, he forgets the affronts 
me bich were put upon him, and treats us as if we had prevented, 
— dught, and received him with joy, every time he had come 
i us. * | atk 


It cannot be told, how many graces our Saviour beſtowed on 


en, in all thoſe places through which he pafſed: for thou h 
e evangeliſts have related a great number of his wonders, 80 
ſebn affirms, that if it had been neceſſary to have written them 
all, 


all, the whole world would have been full of books, Andy 
all hat was done, not in many ages, but in three years; un 
by others, but by himſelf. He defigned, no doubt, to ſhew wy 


by the ſmall time he took in working ſuch great thi 1 
a ſhort life full of good works, is inaitely ey V " elf 
and unprofitable life : and that much time is not neceſlary n 
acquiring many virtues and merits. oy 
I Gock ſhould behold. in us days well ſpent, and a life wholly Mor 
employed in his ſervice, he perhaps would ſhorten the time ore 
our. baniſhment ; and being enriched with his bleſſings in ar) 
few years, we ſhould the ſooner be conveyed into his kingdom Miſha! 
But becauſe the greateſt part of our life is ſpent in fins, we his 
need of time to bewail them, to expiate them, and ta mem ble 
heaven; and this God of goodneſs often prolongs. our baniſh nt. 
ment, only becauſe he expects our converſion. an 
The juft dead, ſays the ſcripture, condemns the impious alive, ep 
youth ſoon ended, the long life of the unjuſt, Wi. iv. 16. For l 
juſt man, in the few years he lives on earth, acquires ſpiritual V 
goods ſufficient for himſelf and to impart to others; and youthWſour 
well employed, holds the rank before the Lord of an hanourableWſhea 
old age, and full of merits. But the long life of the ſmue er, 
who ry ſo many years without thinking of his ſalvation Wer 
is full of fins and wholly unprofitable. __ lea 
This made Seneca, a Pagan philoſopher, ſay, that the wich f 
die not: for it is not to be perceived, how he can die that HM ſie 
not; and how he can end his life who began it nat. But oe 
may be affirmed with more truth, that the ſinner dies continually, be 
becauſe he never learns to live. Far as that cannot be properly H 
called life, which is deprived of the good things that make Mea. 
live eternally; ſo he who lives only for eternal death, begins ber 
to die before he begins to live, ſince he is never in the way ofaſc 
true life. Thus thoſe who live long, without living chriſtianly, om: 
reſemble a ſhip toſſed with a tempeſt, that ſuffers great agit Whit! 
tions, and makes but little way. . | im 
VI. The juſt man, who is wholly employed about his fals. 
tion, and the ſervice of God, finds in a few years much tine 
for prayer, faſting, and penance; for aſſiſting his. neighbourWiſſcc: 
by his counſel, example, and charity; for bearing the eraſ kit 
which providence ſends him; and for practifing the othe hob. 
chriſtian virtues; becauſe he makes good uſe. of all thee N 
moments, and every thing becomes to him an occafion- dat: 
merit. Whereas he who neglects the care of his ſalvation, ai. 
thinks only on ſatisfying his irregular deſires, has need of much Had 
time for pleaſures, gaming, diverſipns, intrigues, ambition, Wo: 
and vanity, in order to ſatisfy a multitude of falſe decorum ot 


which the world exacts, and which God does not rogues, 2 
| 0 
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011d have as many lives as there are different occupations, 
mong which he is obliged to divide that ſhort, only, and 
certain life, which has given him for meriting eternity. 
Hence it is that if he has any reſolution of thinking on him- 
elf, and on his ſalvation, he finds no time; becauſe worldly 
muſements deprive him of the beſt part of it; and it is only 
hen he muſt die that he begins to ſee what he ought to have 
lone for living well. But as things which are done in haſte, 
re ſcarcely ever found ready for the moment they are neeeſ- 
ary, man who delays til] that laſt hour to labour for his eter- 
ai ſalvation, can he in fo ſhort a time, oppreſſed with pain, 
ized with fear, and diſturbed by a thouſand 3 be 
ble to prepare that nuptial garment, without which none 
nters into the hall of the celeſtial banquet ? And if he fails 
1 what he ought to do at that laſt moment whereon eterni 
zpends, what loſs | what misfortune ! and what deſpair mu 
VII. Our Lord, in the three laſt years of his pilgrimage, 
ound time enough for viſiting all thoſe cities; for reftori 
alth to the ſiek, and life to the dead! for taking ſeve 
ery painfal journeys; for ſuffering many labours and tar- 
nents; for dying; for — again; and for aſcending into 
zeaven; becauſe he applied all his thoughts to the work 


elf our ſalvation, for which bis father had ſent him. Thus 
eller ſueh great fatigues, his ſweeteſt repoſe was to be able te 
good to men, and he went into no — without leaving 
Ie marks of his zeal for our ſalvation therein. | = 


He ſat down one day to refreſh himſelf, by a fountain de, 
ear the city of Samaria. It is eaſy to judge, by what paſſed 
here, with what thoughts he was taken up, and what could 


dme victuals, having defired a finful woman that was come 
hither to draw water, to let him drink, and the having refuſed 
im for a very bad reaſon, viz. out of the averhon the Samari- 
1m; had for the Jews; our Saviour, who earneſtly defired the 
llvation of that poor ereature, not to loſe ſo favourable an 


ourWccalion, ſpoke to her immediately of thoſe divine waters, 
1 ny from the heart of the juſt ſpning 1p into life everlaſting. 
ber ohn iv. 14. 71/0 
le BY When he had produced in her the-defre of ſo ſalutary a 


0 Water, in order to remove at firſt what might be an obſtacle to 
anti crcat a bleſſing, he ſhewed her, with an admirable ſweetneß 
nd wiſdom, the dangerous ſtate ſhe was in; and becauſe the 


100, "owiedge and faith of the mediator was neceſſary to that ſin- 
un © tor her converſion, he declared to her what he had never 
2 doke ſo diſtinctly, neither to the people in public, nor to his 
) | | 


apoſtles 


aſe his labours. Por whilſt his diſciples were gone to fetch 


—_——— 1 45 


apoſtles in private, that he was tlie Meſſias whom God had ; 


and to enrich our poverty, is it not juſt that our food ſhoul 
be to love him, ſerve him, and pleaſe him ? 


250 XVIII. Sri of Chrift. 


miſed, and that he was come no lefs to ſave her than to {x 
all the reſt of the world. Thus being enlightened, and cm 
verted in ſo ſhort a time, ſhe publiſhed every where che v 
. ders of the divine grace. 26.2 | 
The diſciples came afterwards, and deſired Jeſus to eat; 
what they had brought; but he anſwered: them, that he w 
nouriſhed with a food which they knew not, that is, with the acc 
pliſhment of his eternal father's will, concerning the ſalvati 
of ſouls. 2 | 
Whilſt he was ſpeaking thus, there came ſome inhabitan 
of Samaria, who carried him back with them, heard him, a 
acknowledged him for the true Mefhas. + Behold what his i 
was that day; it was the only food that could ſatisfy him, af 
it always appeared infinitely delicious to him. 
VIII. The divine goodneſs having therefore reſolved to del 
ver us from the ſuperflupus cares of this life, has command 
us to ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and his juſtice, ' Mat. vi. ; 
For when we make the affairs of this world our chief occuy 
tion, it always happens, either that they do not ſucceed, or; 
done only with extreme delays, or the ſucceſs we expect is nd 
worth the pains they give us, or they are croſſed with a the 
ſand diſappointments, or in fine, they are full of chimeric 
deſigns, which unprofitably conſume our whole life. He on 
enjoys true peace who ſeeks God before all things; becauſe nt 
thing happens to him from whence he draws not ſome advat 
tage: for in the loſs of temporal goods, he enriches himſelf y 
his patience, comforts himſelſ with the bleſſings he receiv 
from God, and finds, in the very proſperities of this world, 
ſource of merits for heaven. M 
IX. When the defire of heaven is well eſtabliſhed in th 
heart, one is content with a little on earth; but when one hi 
not that defire, the whole earth is not ſufficient. The bad id 
man in the Goſpel, in the abundance of wealth he poſlelle 
had never enough, and refuſed a little bread to poor Laa 
and when from the bottom of hell, whereinto he was falle 
beholding Lazarus in Abraham's bofom, he begged of him only 
a'drop of water to cool his tongue. Since it was ſufficient i 
our Lord, in order to appeaſe his hunger, and refreſn him 
after his fatigues, to ſeek our ſalvation, to remedy our & 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in the fatigue of his journeys. 


DIVINE power! who art the ſtrength of the weak, and 
7 the relief of ſinners. O my God, my Lord, and all my 
ope! what ſhall become of me if thou doſt not caſt upon me the 
yes of thy mercy? How long ago wouldſt thou have abandoned 
e, and I ſhould have been loſt, if thou hadſt regarded my fins 
have puniſhed me for them, and not to have pardoned me 
em? How many times ſhould I have offended thee, and where 
hould I have been now, if thou hadſt left me to follow my own 
efires? I live only by thy goodneſs; and if I am not fallen into 
e abyſs of all miſeries, it 1s becauſe thou haſt ſupported me with 
y hand, haſt ſupplied by thy merits the want of mine, haſt not 
jetted me, and haſt always made me hope for pardon; and 
cauſe thou ſtill inviteſt me to the participation of thy bleſſings. 


Is it poſſible, O Lord! that thou art willing to have ſo miſerable 
perſon with thee? Can fo great a corruption remain with ſo much 
urity; and ſhall my meanneſs preſume ſo much as to lift up its 
yes towards thy greatneſs? What union can there be betwixt my 
vyerty and thy riches, betwixt a leperous ſoul covered with ulcers 
d him who is happineſs by eſſence, betwixt ſuch thick darkneſs 
d ſo pure a light? Thou beholdeſt me, O Lord! ſuch as I am, 
at is, more miſerable than I imagine; but thou art ſo great, ſo 
owerful, ſo high, that thou canſt be perfectly known only by 
ylelf, and thy greatneſs comforts me in my meanneſs. 


I. © God of my heart! who wilt not abandon me, becauſe 

ou baſt made me for thyſelf, but on the contrary wilt thylelf 
lighten my darkneſs, heal my wounds, expiate my fins, inſtruct 
y ignorance, and enrich my poverty; thou knoweſt what I am 
ithout thee, and thou alone knoweſt how I can become thy 
mple in the midſt of ſo many miſeries. For that reaſon it js thou 
ouldſt ſeparate me from myſelf, and unite me to thee. But if 
be ſo great an advantage to me, and if. Hou deſireſt it fo 


; wt what can keep me one ſingle moment dt a diſtance ſrom 
ee ? 


I, who by the continual need I have of thy help, ought to 
Yoke thee at every hour of the day and of the night, am quite 
umd, and it is thou that calleſt me. I who have ſo much 
Var, I. R intereſt 


LA 


ä 
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intereſt in knocking continually at thy gate, remain unconcem 
and it is thou that urgeſt me. I who ought to be always atten; 
to the leaſt ſign of thy will, am deaf to thy moſt certain ode 
and thou muſt ſolicit me, for engaging me to obey thee. 


Is it poſſible, O Lord! for the guilty. to refuſe pardon, and þ 
the offended to make all the advances? for the creature to fiy, y 
the creator to ſeek him? for the ſick not to defire his health, a 
the phyſician alone to defire it? for him that is wounded to ly 
his wounds, and thou, O my God! to feel the pain thereof { 
him? Behold how far my miſery extends, O my God! and by 
far thy mercy ! | 


III. O that I were as ſenſible of my evils, as thou art! thy 
abhorred them as much as thou doſt? that I were as defirowt 
forſaking them, as thou art to deliver me from thence ! and that 
did for myſelf what thou doſt for an ungrateful ſervant, I ſha 
not be in the itate I am. 


Thou, O divine Jeſus! who knoweſt the greatneſs of my fy 
the evil they occaſion me, and the bleſſings they deprive me d 
who beheldeſt long before I was in being, how inſenſible I ſha 
be of my own ruin; who waſt concerned thereat for me, and h 
ſuffered ſo much to heal me; thou haſt taken care to prevent! 
ſeek me. Thou haſt ſhewn thyſelf, O divine light! 0 theſet 
fat in th? ſhadow of death: thou haſt run after thy ſtrayed ſhe 
O charitable ſhepherd ! amongſt the rocks, over the mountain 
the valleys, and through the cities and villages; overwhelay 
that innocent body with a thouſand fatigues, which thou walt i 
obliged to haſten, ſince it followed the motions of thy will witha 
reſiſtance. Thou excitedſt all hearts by the ſweet violence of 
charity, to love thee, to ſeek thee, and to receive thee; thi 
filledſt them with an heavenly doctrine, with the admiration of f 
works, and with che ſweetnels of thy grace. 


How many bleſſings didſt thou beſtow upon ſinners, in 
midſt of ſo many labours which thou ſufferedſt for them! and hd 
much gratitude ought my heart to have for ſo many painful court 
and tedious journeys ! 


IV. When any one invited thee, thou wenteſt to ſee him, d 
overlook his little faith, hadit the goodneſs to ſupply his wall 
didſt recompenſe him by moſt abundant graces for the little go 
he did thee, and thou even ſoughteſt thoſe who invited thee 8M 
becauſe thou kneweſt the want they had of thee, 
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Thou cameſt _ the ſea ſhore to take fiſtiermen, in order to 
nake them thy diſciples. Thou didſt go to meet an afflifted 
idow, to raiſe up her fon, who was dead in the city of Naim. 
hou didſt approach the pool, to heal a paralytic that was 
prſaken by every body. Thou madeſt a journey to Tyre and 
dn, to meet with the Canznean woman. Thou enteredſt into 
e houſe of the phariſee, to ſanctity a ſinful woman; arid into 
er's ro aſſiſt his mother-in-law. "Thou tookeſt the road along 
hich thou kneweſt Zaccheus was to paſs, and beſtowedlt a thou- 
ad bleſſings on him and on his houſe. Thou ſoughteſt the 
amaritan woman with a great deal of fatigue, to make her taſte 
e ſweetneſs of thy grace. Thou viſitedſt ſinners, and didſt eat 
ith them, in order to teach them heavenly truths. Thou weateſt 
meet the blind, to reſtore their fight; the poſſeſſed, to deliver 
dem; the lepers, to heal them; the afflicted, to comfort them; 
joſe that were gone aſtray, to bring them back again into the 
gt way; the obdurate, to ſoften the hardneſs of their hearts; 
d thou didſt not make one ſtep but in order to do good. 


When thou waſt weary and obliged to ſtop at any place; when 
ee winds and rains made the roads difficult for thee to paſs, the 
ic of ſo many ſtrayed ſheep, and the danger they were in, 
rmitted thee not to take that repoſe thou-hadſt need of. The 
ys appeared to thee too ſhort, and the nights too long: and 
ou never foundeſt time enough for ſatisfying the zeal wherewith 
heart was devoured. | 


4 


Though the people followed thee in crowds, through the fields 
d over the mountains, to hear thy doctrine; and though they 
nd with thee the nouriſhment both of body and foul, yet thy 
ty was not ſatisfied; and thou wenteſt alſo into every part, to 
k thoſe whom the negligence of their ſalvation, or the care of 
poral affairs, hindered from following thee. Thou couldſt not 
ter that any one ſhould. defire thee in vain; thou preſentedſt 


yſelf-to all thoſe that ſought thee, and even calledſt thoſe that 
ght thee not. 


V. Open, O divine ſhepherd! the eyes of my ſoul, to make me ſee 
it I am truly that loſt ſheep which thou haſt {ought with fo much 
rieverance, and with ſuch great labours. For that divine voice 
ed me then; that mercy invited me; that doctrine inſtructed me; 
vun hope thou gaveſt ſinners ſupported me; thy miracles healed me; 
g labours retreſhed me; and thoſe eyes which converted hearts, 
e ed on me with pity. Thy body was there, but thy ſpirit was 
a me, There thou beſtowedſt thy bleſſings on men, but thou 
R 2 calledit 
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calledſt me to give me a ſhare of them. What return ſul 
make thee, O Lord! for ſo many favours ? 


O divine Jeſus! ſince thou haſt ſought me with ſo much pay 

t that they may not be unprofitable to me. Iam no 
miſerable than thoſe amongſt whom thou livedſt, and thou arty 
Saviour as well as theirs. Give me therefore a place with thee} 
Matthew the publican's table; let me enter with thee into Zacchal 
houſe ; ſuffer me to embrace thy feet, and to water them with i 
tears, with Magdalen; let me beg of thee, with the Cn 
woman, {ome crumbs of thy celeſtial bread ; and with the Sama 
woman, a little of that water which purified her in a moment, 


But if I am unworthy of all theſe favours, hear at leaſt, 
Charitable ſhepherd! the voice of this ſick ſheep, that cries a 
thee; ſay only one word, and it ſhall be healed. Thou aſl 
us, O Lord! that though thou waſt firſt ſent to the loſt ſheepd 
the houte of J/rael, yet thou haſt ſtill others whom thou wilt d 
from the eaſt and from the weſt, that they may not periſh. Iz 
one of thoſe; thou knoweſt my miſery, ſeeſt my wounds, and 
po {rate the infernal wolf has reduced me into, when I depany 

om thee. Bring me back into thy fold, grant me to heart 
voice, to follow thee always, and to go only into thoſe paſtures! 
which thou ſhalt lead me. | 


VI. O heavenly father! who beholdeſt me, and whom I dot 
behold, grant that I may ſee thee as thou ſeeſt me, and that In 
know thee as thou knoweſt me. Thou ſeeſt my interior poverty 
and how far diſtant ] am from thee; for this reaſon it 1s ti 
ſeekeſt me with ſo much care. Thou ſeeſt, O eternal fun! l 
blind I am in the knowledge of thy perfections, therefore tix 
riſeſt upon me, and comeſt to enlighten this region of darknd 
O that thou would{t deſcend into my interior miſeries, whicl 
cannot ſufficiently know, nor conteis! Thou beholdeſt the 
beareſt with them, and commiſerateſt them; but thou behoic 
alſo the bleſſings thou poſſeſſeſt, and which might make me hap 
and I behold them nor. 


No Lord, I do not ſufficiently comprehend that thou ai 
father, my ſpouſe, my ſhepherd, my food, my head, my foul 1 
treaſure, and my bratitude. I know not the love wherewith i 
ſupporteſt me, bur by feeble compariſons; the beauty of thy wal 
but by conjectures; and thy infinite bleſſings, but by the cu 
which fail from thy table. I ſee not that immenſe ocean of 1 
which is in thee, and which is all for me: and though I beliet 
my faith is cold and languiſhing, becauſe I have neither the kn 
ledge nor experience of pure love, Bu 
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Blind wretch that I am! I know not whither I am going, and I 
rance continually towards thoſe things which ſtill increaſe my 
bacdneſs. O divine light! which is never extinguiſhed; O eternal 
endor! which ſuffers no ecliple; O day ever ſhining! O fun that 
wer ſets! ſince thou diffuſeſt every where ſo great a brightneſs, 
by art thou hid from my fight? or why am ] like thoſe birds of 
Larkneſs, that never ſee leſs than at mid-day? Thou haſt enlight- 
ned ſo many obſcure places, for once enlighten my ſoul, that it 
y ſee and be enamoured of thy beauty. | | 
VII. Thou ſeeſt nothing in me, O divine Jefus! that can com- 
it thee; but if I beheld thee, if I knew thee, what could 
inder me from loving, embracing, and poſſeſſing thee ? Diſcover 
en to me, O king of glory! the charms of thy beauty; enter 
no and reign in my ſoul; open this iron gate; break down this 
razen wall; ſoften the hardneſs of this heart; and penetrate the 
ottom of this obſcure den whither thy enemies retire; diſſipate 
hem by thy preſence; and return victorious, O divine ſhepherd! 
tearing in thy arms thy recovered ſheep; heal it of all the evils it 
} kufered from the fury of the wolves; make it acknowledge 
hee, and never forſake thee. O when will that happy moment 


ome! 


When ſhall I behold thee, O my God! as thou beholdeſt me? 
Vhen ſhall I love thee as thou loveſt me? When ſhall I be 
holly employed with thee as thou art with me? If thou ſeekeſt 
inners only for the good which is in them, alas, O Lord! we are 
o poor and miſerable, that thou wilt always labour in vain: bur if 
ou ſeekeſt them to communicate thy bleſſings to them, come, O 
hy ſalvation! give me what thou pleaſeſt, and thou wilt find in 
ne what thou deſireſt. | 


VII. How important is it for me, O my God! never to be ſepa- 
ed from thee! When I behold men like myſelf as unprovided 
ith reaſon, and ſo great enemies to themſelves as to reject thee 
den thou comeſt to them, I cannot but cry out: O blindnets of 
he human heart! O fooliſh temericy! to imagine that in loſing 
dee, we ſhall be able to find ſomething better than thou art! 


| Miſes illuminated with thy light, did not conſent to leave thee, 
thou hadſt promiſed to accompany him, and to be his guide in 
e deſert; but the unhappy people whoſe conduct thou hadſt 
ruſted him with, and who had not enjoyed the ſweetneſs of thy 
pmmunications, made themſelves a golden calf, which they adored 
their god. So true it is that he who knows thee, is afraid to be 
Ithout thee one ſingle moment; and he who knows thee not is 
| | inſenſible 
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inſenſible of the misfortune of being ſeparated. from thee. Mak 
me ſenſible therefore, O thou God of my foul! of what it bg 
loſe thee, that I may never live without thee. 


IX, But, alas! how often have I - baniſhed thee from m 
heart! how often have I rejected thy inſpirations, and refuled ti 
company! this is ſo great a matter of confuſion to me, that] 
know not how I dare appear before thee, O my God! what dd! 
ſeek for when I forſook thee? whom would I have obeyed wha 
I diſobeyed thee? whar did I gain when I loſt thee? Ha 
mercy on me, O Lord!-I have compared: thee with thy works 


I have preferred my own corrupt deſires a thouſand times to thei: 


ſanctity of thy law. 


May all my veins be changed into fountains of tears, and m 
I weep night and day at thy feet, that I may obtain thy mer, 
I have abandoned thee, O my life! and what life have I expette 
without thee? I have baniſhed thee, O thou faithful friend of ny 
ſoul! and where conld I find a friend like thee? I have ſhut te 
entrance of my heart againſt thee, O fountain of all bletfngl 
and what good remained in me when I was ſeparated. from thee! 
What confuſion ought I not to have, what ſorrow ought I not u 
feel, in confeffing before thy majeſty ſo great a miſery ? How cu 
J expiate the outrage I have done thee! Look upon thylelt,'0 
thou love of my foul! before thou lookeſt on me, conſult thy om 
heart before thou examineſt mine, and regard what thou art befax 
thou conlidereſt what I deſerve. ; 


What then reſtrained thy hand! what hindered thee from 
bringing down fire from heaven. to conſume me; from opening 
the earth. to ſwallow me up; or from delivering me to the cruelty 
of my enemies? But rather what obliged thee to return ſo ok 
to knock at the door of my heart? to call me, to urge me? va 
it not my duty to have ſought thee? It was thy infinite love, O my 
God! which ſolicited thee continually to prevent me. O lox 
that haſt ſpared me, defended me, and ſupported. me; and tut 
ſtill draweſt me to thee ! Thou art my creator, my protector, mp 
ſalvation, my. phyſician, my father, my Lord, my only remedy, 
and my whole happineſs; help me, change me, and heal me. 


Come ſpeedily, O divine love! for my heart ſighs after ther 
enter in, for the door is open to thee; help me, ſince I invois 
thee; receive me, ſince I come to thee; conduct me, fince | 
reſign myſelf to thee; and poſſeſs me, ſince I unite myſelf to thee: 
begin this very moment to reign for ever in my ſoul, * 

wil 


\ 
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ling to ſerve thee, which deſires thee, ſeeks thee, and embraces 
lee, O my love! O my Jeſus! O my ſovereign good! | 


O divine Mother of God! you who always received into your 
that divine Saviour, and never forſook him, not even when he 
parted from you to ſeck me; receive me into the number of 
ur ſervants, give me ſome ſmall place in your houſe, that your 
ell beloved Son who takes a pleaſure in abiding with you, may 
nd me wich you. O celeſtial choir! O bleſſed ſervants of the 
uſe of God! fince ye are fo agreeable to him, and ſince I was 
eated ro be the companion of your happineſs, poſſeſs him not 
out me; obtain me the grace never to go aſtray in this miſe- 
ble world, and to ſigh continually after the end of my baniſhment, 
at departing from this world, I may be received with you into 
e eternal tabernacles, and there ſing for ever the victory of the 
mb. Amen. 


XIX. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
The hardneſs and obſtinacy of the Jews. 


H E fatigue of the roads was not the ſevereſt thing in our 
Saviour's journeys; the obſtinacy of the Jews was his 
eateſt pain. This was a vice at all times inherent in that nation, 
d ſacred hiſtory relates an infinite number of examples thereof. 
or although God had preferred the Jews to all other people, and 
ad wrought prodigies in their behalf which aſtoniſhed the univerſe, 
* bleſſings were unable to reduce them to a conſtant fidelity 
o him. 


He had made them deſcend from the blood of the holy patriarchs 
Wrrabam, Jſaac, and Jacob; he had carried them in his arms, ac- 
ording to the expreſſion of the ſcripture; he had heaped benefits 
pon them, had promiſed them the Meſſias, had ſent them ſeveral 
rophets, had chaſtiſed them in their diſorders as his own children, 
ad received them into favour when they returned to him, had 
rovided for all their neceſſities; and being prevented with ſo 
Many graces, yet they had ſhaken off the Lord's yoke; always 
bellious, always murmuring, always perfidious and perjured, 
en after the moſt ſacred promiſes. 


They 
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They were ready to ſtone Mies their leader in the deſett; nu 
themſelves a golden calf to adore it in the fight of Gad, yy 
ſpoke to them from the midſt of flames; they killed the prophay 
E up idols in the temple, ſacrificed to the gods of the gently 
and abandoned the God of their fathers. | 


This hardneſs of heart is ſtill to this day an hereditary evil Hear 
them; they preſerved it among barbarians, in the miſeries ore. 
cruel captivity, and under the moſt terrible chaſtiſements of th 
divine vengeance. Convinced of their errors by the ſacred bol 
they have in their hands, they till reſiſt the light, ſo far as eveny 
glory in their obſtinacy. They always believe themſelves the mou 
children of Abraham, and the favourite people of God, thoug 
they be given up to @ reprebete ſenſe, deprived of heavenly bleſling; 
and though they retain nothing of their ancient worſhip but th 
name of God, whem they honour with their lips, whilſt their bearty 
far from bim. They are even fallen into fo great a number of em on 
contrary to the divine law, and have defiled the purity of tix 
ſacred icriptures with ſo many ablurd fables, that the pred im 
of Jaiab is manifeſtly accompliſhed on that unhappy nation. r 
toijſdom, ſays that prophet, ſhall periſh from their wiſe men, and i 
under ſtanding of their prudent Jhall be bid, xxix. 14. Or, accord on 
to the interpretation of St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. 19. J will dern tk 
wiſdom of the wiſe, ſays the Lord, and I will rejeft the prudence 
the prudent ; that is, as St. Auguſtin, Serm. 2, de Epiph. explains ga 
that nothing remained with the Jews but the ſacred writings, whore: 
light ſerved even to blind them the more, whilſt the Gan!iles and 
the moſt barbarous nations were enlightened thereby. 


In a word, when the Jes were obliged to obſerve the la d 
Moſes, they could not be made obedient thereto; and ſince they 
were freed from it, they will ſtiffly retain it. Nothing more 
wanting with them, for compleating their blindnels, and for ver. 
fying all the prophecies, but to follow antichriſt, after hagge 
retuled to acknowledge the true Meſſias. | | 


II. Thoſe that are now living, ſtill poſſeſling the ſame obdurac 
as their forctathers, it is eaſy to judge how much that ungratciu 
and obſlinate people have exerciſed the meekneſs of Chriſt. M 
could not bear with them, though he was the meekeſt of all men; 
they ſtoned the prophets that were ſent to them from God. li 
fine, all the means that God made uſe of for bringing them back 
to him being unprofitable, he ſent them his only ſon, as the fd 
remedy, and inttead of receiving him, they nailed him. to tht 
croſs, and made him die in torments. 


Although 
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Although the purity of his doctrine, the greatneſs of his miracles, - 
and the multitude of his benefiis, were capable of ſoftening the 
ery ſtones, yet ſcarcely could he find twelve apoſtles, a ſmall 
mber of diſciples, and ſome deyout women that would follow 
m. If there were any perſons more conſiderable, who acknow- 
edged him for what he was, they concealed their ſentiments for 


aer of others; and even when they beheld that what had been 

i retold of the Meſſias, was accompliſhed in his perſon, they ſhut 
teWhcir eyes, retired, let ſnares againſt him, contradicted his doctrine, . 
credited his miracles, and fell into a horrible ingratitude: for 

uu cer ſeeing Chriſt heal their ſick, and raiſe up their dead, . they 
u ought the means of deſtroying him. 

— As he was one day explaining to them a place in Jaiab, which 


as accompliſhed in him, they drove him out of the city, and 
led him unto the top of a high mountain, in order to caſt him 
own from thence. They could not bear that he ſhould work 
iracles on the Sabbath- day ; they proſcribed thoſe that followed 
him; in fine, they ſhewed on all occaſions their obſtinacy, and the 
atred they bore him. He knew their thoughts, and diſcovered . 


em often to themſelves: he anſwered all their queſtions in 
u onvincing manner, confounded their prieſts in the preſence of the 

copie; and though theſe were touched with his doctrine and 

« (nicacles, yet they ceaſed not to follow their chiefs, to conſpire 

sant him, to demand his death, and to take the vengeance of 
hoe Wis blood upon themſelves and upon their children. 


III. That ever incredulous nation opened nct its eyes to the light, 
and awakened not from the deep negligence it was in, neither by 


ade arrival of the wiſe men, who publiſhed the birth of our Saviour, 
her or by the joy of the ſhepherds who had ſeen the new-born 
rant, nor by the teſtimony of Jobn Baptiſt, nor by the ſound of 
en. . heavenly voice which was heard at his baptiſm, nor by his 


preſence, nor by the ſanctity of his doctrine, nor by the virtue of 
is miracles, the effects of which they ſaw upon themſelves, upon 
heir relations, children, neighbours, and friends. And yet more, 
hen the rocks were rent, the earth quaked, the fun was darkened, 
and an idolatrous centurion confeſſed that Chriſt was the true Son 
dt God, that unhappy people perſiſted in their obſtinacy, and 
ere hardened daily more and more. 


Our Lord expreſſed to them, on a thouſand occaſions, how 
enſible he was of their obduracy. He repreſented to them the 
xmple of the NMinivites, who did penance at the preaching of Jonas; 
nd that of the queen of Sheba, who had come ſo far to bear the 
Gm of Solomon, Matt. xii. 41, 42. He upbraided them for 
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being more obſtinate than Sodom and Gomorrah, than Tyre an 
Han; and told them thoſe criminal cities would have done pena 
in ſackcloth and aſbes, if they had ſeen the miracles which 
ſaw, Matt. xi. 21. He complained with forrow, that often would 
bave gutbered them together, as a hen gathers her chickens under by 
inge, and they world not, Matt. xxiu. 37. He ſet their obduracy 
before their eyes, ſometimes by parables, ſometimes by queſtions 
he propoſed to them; and he convinced them by their ow 
anſwers, in which they condemned themſelves, without being 
Willing to amend. When he entered into Jeruſalem, amidſt the 
acclamations of the people, he wept over that city, Luke xix. 41, 
which was to draw down ſo many misfortunes upon itſelf, by the 
obduracy of its inhabitants. He was ſenſibly affected, becauſe 
after rejecting the true Son of God, they were one day to receine 
antichriſt, in puniſhment of their blindneſs. N 
mie 


To comprehend with what ſentiments of grief and compaſſion 
he beheld the Jews running to their perdition, we need but con- 
ſider, - with what application he laboured for their ſalvation, 
although he laboured in vain therein. Their obduracy was ſo 
great a pain to him, that he thought proper to prevent his diſciples 
thereupon, that finding in their brethren a like obſtinacy, they 
might not loſe courage, but might be comforted by the example of 
their maſter, who, though he was the Son of God, couid not 
overcome the obſtinacy of the Jews, nor engage them to embrace 
his heavenly doctrine, | 7-50 dees 


IV. We may ſee particularly in two things, how great an evil 
obduracy is; Firft, becauſe a limited goodneſs could never have 
borne with it, and to pardon it is the utmoſt effort of an infinite 
goodneſs. For, to receive him that ſubmits himſelf; to -pardon a 
guilty perſon that acknowledges his fault, is the effect of an 
ordinary mercy; but to do much for an ungrateful wretch, that 
does not concern himſelf about it; to ſuffer much for a miſerable 
creature, that will reap no profit thereby, is the property of an 
immenſe and incomprehenſible goodneſs. 


When Ages fo earneſtly begged pardon for thoſe who had made 
themſelves a golden calf, to adore it; and conjured God, by uct 
prefſing motives, not to abandon thoſe in the deſert whom he 
brought out of the captivity of Egypt, by ſuch great prodigis; 
all that he could obtain, was that God ſhould not exterminate 
them, but that he would give them an angel to conduct them i 
his ſtead; and God gave no other reaſon of his anger, but hat #% 
people is fPiff-necked, Exod. xxxii. 9. that if he walked in the = 
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of them, they would ſtill provoke his juſt vengeance, and that 
e ſhould at laſt be obliged to deſtroy them all, in order to puniſn 
heir obſtinacy. | — If 


I 28S 2 


Maſes having begged at the ſame time to ſee the face of the 
ord, if he had found favour before his eyes, and the Lord having 
xromiſed, that he would ſhew himſelf to him, but only fo far as 
as neceſſary for aſſuring him, that he was agreeable to his majeſty; 
he glory of God paſſed before Mees, who was ſenſible of it; 
vichout ſeeing it, and heard theſe words: O the Lord, the Lord 
ad, merciful and gracious, patient and of much compaſſian, and true, 
ho keepeſt mercy unto thouſands; who takeſt away imguity, and wicł- 
dneſs aud fin, and no man of himſelf is innocent before thee. Who. dei 
ender the iniquity of the fatbers to the children, and to the' grand 
lillren, unto the third and fourth generation. Exod. xxxiv. 6. 


At this voice Moſes proſtrated himſelf before the Lord, making 
uſe of theſe ſo ſweet words which he had ſuggeſted to him, he 
onjured him again to vouchſafe to accompany his people; for 
ſince, ſaid he, they are fo hard of heart; fince they are ſo indocile, 
an angel can never be able to bear with them! none but thou, O 
Lord! whoſe goodnels is ſo great, that thou doſt not puniſh fin 
beyond the fourth generation, and extendeſt thy mercy to-thou= 
ands; there is none but thou that canſt pardon ſuch ingratitudes. 
od was moved with the prayer of his ſervant, pardoned. the 
people, and promiſed that he himſelf would continue ta conduct 


them. 


oO 
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Secondly, what alſo clearly ſhews the greatneſs of this evil, is, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, the maſter and model of all perfection, ſeems to 
ave reduced his whole doctrine to this ſingle point, which is that 
ve ſhould learn of bim to be meek and humble of heart, Matt. xi. 
9. becauſe. ſincere meekneſs and humility are the foundation of 
all other virtues, an excellent diſpoſition to the divine light, and to 
all the gifts of grace; and are directly oppoſite to hardneis of 
beart. For why does man fo obſtinately refuſe to bear the Lord's 
oke? Where can he place his confidence more ſecurely? where 
can he find a more ſolid ſupport? and what is he himſelf but a 
ſel of clay full of mire and corruption? * 


S & = Þ 


Why does the Son of God abaſe himſelf fo far as to ſuffer our; 
continual diſobediences? why does he reſtrain his anger? why does 
he not reduce theſe worms of the earth into duſt, that preſume: 
bo reſiſt their creator? but becauſe he deſires that our unworthineſs 
ſhould ſerve to make his mercy reſplendent. He abaſes his ma- 


ty, conceals his power, and becomes to us a model of 1 
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and humility, that he may confound the pride and obdurag | 
the human heart, ſo rebellious to the divine will. This made g 
Paul ſay theſe terrible words, admiring man's obſtinacy ; 
thou not that the beunty of God leadeth thee to penance? but acur 
to thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, thou beapeſt up to thyſelf wrathy 
the day of wrath. Rom. ii. 4, 5. i | 


V. There is no vice more contrary, not only to the ſpirit g 
God, but even to the nature of man, who being ſubject to chang 
can paſs from evil to good, and be governed by reaſon, than thy 
invincible obſtinacy. The angels had ng remedy after their fy 
becauſe they are naturally incapable of changing, when they ba 
once choſen; and it had been unprofitable to have given then 
more leiſure, for exanuming the reſolution they were to take; fine 
they knew at firſt every thing they could have known in a longt 
ſpace of time. But man, becauſe of the dependance he has of th 
body; not ſeeing things all at once, has need of time for conſider 
ing them: hence it is, that he may know his wanderings, change 

his reſolutions, and correct what he has done amiſs. Thus wha 
he hardens his heart, he renders himſelf, contrary to his own nature 
like thoſe rebellious angels, remains like them inflexible in fi 
and juſtly ſuffers the fame puniſhment after his death; fince he 
had the ſame obduracy in his life time. | 


An adherence to our own judgment and will, is the comma 
fource of ſo great an evil: we do not ſufficiently know the fan 
conſequences of this vice; we even make it ſometimes pals fr 
virtue; but if we are not careful to correct it in due time, we 
become by degrees ſo attached to our own ſenſe, in the groſſi 
errors, as if they were the cleareſt truths; and fall at laſt into u 
entre obſtinacy, like that of devils. 


VI. Hence ariſe divers ſorts of obduracies, which lead 2 it 


were, by ſo many degrees, to that infernal obſtinacy. For firl, Pu 
the habit of following only our own lights, renders a man {6 " 
faithful in obſerving the law of God; and he more eafily taks ; 

the liberty of ſinning, though he does it not yet, without ſcruplt 15 
but by his frequent failings, and the little care he takes to amend * 
he falls into. an interior weakneſs: he would gladly be able to l * 
that ſtate, but he finds no diſpoſition in himſelf for weeping for bs 0 
paſt faults; though he acknowledges them, and has ſome inclins N 

tion to deteſt them. This evil is not alſo without remedy, bu 3 
methinks the moſt efficacious of all is to caſt ourſelves at the feet | 
of Jeſus crucified ; to humble ourſelves before him, as far as le be 
our power, with an entire diffidence of ourſelves; and earneſtly! ſuc 


beſeed 
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eſeech him to make appear in ſoftening the hardneſs of our hearts, 
divine virtue of his precious blood. 


| have known a ſinner, who, being willing to forſake his ſin, 
ind not being able to bewail it as much as he deſired, | left his houſe 
ne day, oppreſſed with grief, without knowing whither he went, 
to ſeek ſome conſolation: as he went out, he found a poor man at 
his gate, whoſe miſery appeared extremely great; he was moved 
thereby, and remembering that our Lord had faid, that he would 
onſider as done to himſelf what one ſhould do 7o the leaſt of bis 
rethren, Matt. xxv. 40. he returned into his houſe with that poor 
man: and giving him alms, he caſt himſelf at his feet, as if he 
had been in the preſence of Chriſt; in that humble poſture he ſaid 
in his heart to Chriſt, whom faith made him behold in the perſon 
of the poor man: Lord Jeſus, thou art in this poor man; O that I 
could give thee my heart! but it is ſo hard that I dare not offer it 
to thee, and thou wouldſt not receive it: accept in the mean time 
of this bread which I can give thee at preſent, and make of my 
heart in time coming, whatever thou pleaſeſt. This humility was 
ſo efficacious, that he immediately felt his heart ſoftened, and his 
eyes bathed in tears, and God beſtowed on him afterwards very 
great favours. | | 


VII. When we neglect to remedy the firſt obſtinacy, we fall 
into the ſecond, which conſiſts in loving fin, in living in it with a 


* falſe peace, and in being willing to perſevere therein. We know 
cke evil, but we have no inclination to bewail it, nor reſolution ta 
eit it; and man then is much more ſenſible of the pleaſure of 
e finning, than of the experience of his miſery. | 

L 


Thoſe who are in this ſtate, being on the point of ſtifling their 
{mall remains of good ſentiments, have need in the firſt place to 
frequent the ſacraments; that, by often rene wing in themſelves the 


irt of grace, they may acquire ſtrength neceſſary for reſiſting 
„ kn. Secondly, they ought to ſubmit —— - the conduct 
Lo of a prudent confeſſor, who, knowing their temptations, inclina- 
ns and affections; and the occaſions they are in, may apply 
nd, WY vita ble remedies to their diſorders. For if thoſe remedies are 
ten neglected, the ſinner will ſoon arrive at the height of obdu- 
cy, wherein his evil will be incurable; becauſe he is inſenſible, 
w. und refuſes all remedies. Here follows the third and laſt degree of 
ut WY bardneſs of heart. | | 


Then the finner can no longer ſuffer either counſel or reproof; 
be is aſhamed to amend, glories in his obſtinacy, and arrives at 
ſuch a point of it, that if he had before conceived any deſign of 


changing 


* 
1 


violence done him, and he rather chuſes to renounce all fear g 


that brings forth children for hell. But ſince Chriſt by his preſence 
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changing his life, an advice or exhortation thereto, would | 
enough to hinder him from doing it. He looks upon the mg 
charitable correction as an affront ; the moſt wholeſome advice, x 


God, than the leaſt human reſpect. 


If a nun that is in ſuch a deplorable ſtate, uſes not his utmd 
endeavours for departing from thence; he builds a brazen wil 
between God and dime accuſtoms himſelf to his wounds, 20 
becomes ſo corrupted, that he turns his remedy into poiſon, ay 
the good that is offered him often does him more injury than th 
evil he has committed. Such formerly was Pharaoh, whole obdy 
racy increaſed daily, by the prodigies he beheld. Such were dt 
Fews, of whom Jſaiab foretold, that ſeeing they ſhould not ſee, why 
were ſo blind as to oppoſe their own cure, whom the inſtructiom 
and benefits of Chrilk rendered ſtill more criminal, and who 
became more wicked, by every thing that was capable of making W the 
them become better. Would to God that this obduracy ha 
ended with them! but, alas! it is ſtill to be found to this dy 
amongſt chriſtians; and though our Saviour feels it not in heaven, he- 


| whither ſorrow does not aſcend, it is certain, that it was preſent ts Wire: 


his mind when he lived on earth, and that he was even more if t 
concerned thereat, than at that of the Jews. hea 


To abandon men to their paſſions, and allow them to ſin dea 
much as they pleaſe, is the moſt dreadful chaſtiſement of the Wü 
wrath of God, and the beginning of that eternal dereliction which ma 
is to continue in hell. This hardneſs of heart is the ſource of al {vic 
great evils: it was it that faſtened the Son of God to the crols 
that perſecuted the church, that made hereſies ſpring up, that 
corrupted ſo many ſouls, and ſpread ſo many errors againſt the Wiou 
faith, and law of God. In a word, it is the mother of damnation, 


could not overcome the obduracy of the Jews; what -ought not 


he to fear, who far from that divine Saviour, ſpends his life in 
obduracy, in the arms of the devil? 


CONTEMPLATIO 
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a. & > 


CONTEMPLAT ION 4; 
On Chriſt concerning obduracy. 11652 
JESUS! meek and humble of heart, ſon of the living 
| God, Lord and maſter of my foul, powerful and charitable 
phyſician ! thou haſt no leſs power to heal my evils, than patience 
to bear with them, ſince thou beareſt with them only that thou 
mayeſt cure them. Permit them not to augment, to become 
incurable, nor to ſeparate me for ever from thee, O my ſalvation 
and life! Thou knoweſt how many reaſons I have for diſtruſti 
mylelf, and for imploring thy mercy continually, Continual 
dangers of loſing thee ariſe in me, and I cannot be ſaved but by 


2 SK Ea & => 


ho 


ng Wi thee. 

ud | X . | 

lay Thou haſt ſaid that @ good man out of the good treaſure of his 
en, WI beart, rings forth good things; and an evil man, out of an evil 
0 W-1co/ure, evil things, Matt. xii. 30. Who is truly good, O Lord! 
arif thou art not; and who is truly bad, if I be not ſo? It is from my 


heart that all the evils proceed which thou beholdeſt and beareſt 
with; thoſe affections which remove me from thee; that interior 


« Whdcafnels which hinders me from hearing thy voice; that obſtinacy 
the WI which renders me rebellious to thy orders; that tepidity which 
ih WT makes me loſe the reliſh of thy truths ; that negligence in thy ſer- 
al Wh vice, and all the other faults which diſpleaſe thee in me. 

Ns . d 
hat My ruin has no other ſource than my'own heart; and yet this 
e ſource by force of flowing and caſting out all its impurity, becomes 
on; at laſt clear, pure, and agreeable to thy eyes! But alas, O Lord! 
it contains much more corruption than it expels; and ſo there is 
ot always ſomething to be purified, and all the evil it has not and 
produces not is a gift of thy grace. For when I withdraw from 


thee, I am capable of all evil, and unworthy of any good. As 
thou haſt given me a heart proportioned, to the greatneſs of thy 
bleſſings, when it is empty of them, there is no evil but what 
inds place therein. Aſſiſt me, O divine virtue! and come to my 


di thy mercy; and thou alone canſt expel from my heart, the 
poiſon that has entered therein. 


ret of ſinners, I am a greater ſinner than others; or if I am ts ſo, 
it 


help: for the abyſs of my miſery cannot be filled, but by the ocean 


Il. O my creator! who haſt formed me of the ſame maſs with the - 


— —— —— — _— 
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it is to thee that I am indebted for it. The Jews were and w 
yet to this day the children of Adam as we are: thou honourg 
them with thy promiſes, and heapedſt thy favours upon them 
thou livedſt amongſt them, and taughteſt them thy divine truths 
thou wroughteſt thy wonders before them, and ſhewedft them 


thyſelf the perfection of all virtues, and the accompliſhmen d 
all the prophecies; and they knew thee not. | 


Thou didft ſhine continually before their eyes, O eternal light 
and their darkneſs increaſed daily: thou diſcoveredſt their fault i 
them, and they ſaw them not: thou endeavouredſt to gain then 
by the attractives of thy ſweetneſs, and they became more intrae. 
table thereby: thou wouldſt have entered into their hearts, and 
they ſhut the door thereof upon thee. Thou wenteft to ther 
houſes, ſpoke to them with goodneſs, and healed their diſeaſe; 
and they refuſed to acknowledge thee. They even hated thy light, 
thy truth, thy works, thy life, thy perſon, and preferred their ow 
evils to thy bleſſings. Thou deploredſt their miſery, and the 
rejoiced therein: thou labouredſt to withdraw them from it, and 
they remained always attached thereto : and this attachment made 
them ſhun both the phyſician and the remedy. 


Is it poſſible, O divine Jeſus! that darkneſs ſhould be ſtronger 
than light; that it ſhould increaſe near thee, and that thou ſhouldt 
endeavour in vain to diſpel it? Thou couldſt not overcome the 
-obduracy of the Fews, neither by the benefits thou beſtowedlt 
upon them, nor by the evils from which thou, deliveredſt them, 
nor by the eternal pains «with which thou threatenedſt them, nor 
by the charms of thy preſence and converſation. From whence 
comes that, O Lord? is thy power diminiſhed, and is that foun- 
tain of living water dried up? Thou diedſt for them; they ar 
-waſhed in thy blood, and are not ſoftened thereby ? and they {lil 
perſiſt with their poſterity, in the ſame obſtinacy. They invoke 
thee, pray to thee, praiſe thee, and acknowledge thee for ther 
God, in the holy Scriptures which they have in their hand; 
therein they read continually thy words, benefits, and wonders; 
and will neither acknowledge nor love thee. How can I behold 
this terrible puniſhment, O my God! and not tremble for myſelf? 


III. No perſon has done violence to them, none has either 
blinded nor hardened them; they have blinded themſelves, they 
have hardened themſelves. Hell has known thee, O Lord 4 
devils have trembled at thy word, death has obeyed - thee, # 
beaſts and elements have heard thy voice; heaven which had bett 
ſhut againſt the juſt, was opened at thy command, to receive tn 


* 


* * 
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od thief: and hearts whom thou createdſt for thyſelf, who are 
y proper abode, and whole happineſs thou art, know thee not; 
fire thee not, and receive thee not. | 


What ſhall becorhe of me, O my God! if thy grace abandons 
ne? How many times have I felt in miyſelf this interior obduracy ; 
id if it has not yet ruined me, is it not an effect of thy mercy ? 
o ſooner was I born; than thou filledſt me with thy grace. How - 
any times ſince haſt thou called, urged; and ſolicited me? How 
any misfortunes and dangers haſt thou ſhewed me, for obliging 
ne to return to thee? How many fins haſt thou pardoned me? 
ow often haſt thou borne with me? how many truths haſt thou 
wht me? how many graces haſt thou granted me? Whence 
omes it that I am fo miſerable? | 


complain not of thee, O Lord! I know that my evil pro- 
eds from my ſelf alone. Thou art always with me, but I am 
ot with thee: I confeſs my faults to thee, but do not amend them. 
reccive thy holy body, I keep it within me; and yet I hear thee 
ot, love thee not, and find thee not. O divine Jeſus! my obdu- 
cy is greater than that of the Jews. But they believed not in 
hee, and I believe that thou art the Son of the living God; they 
eceived thee not, and I receive thee. It is true that I ceaſe not 
o live in my fins, to entertain my imperfections, and to remain in 
y miſeries: and perhaps, O my God! I ſtill love them: for if I 
ated them truly, I ſhould be delivered from them. Have mercy 
1 me, O Lord! ſoften the obduracy of my heart, permit it not 
0 augment, and to ſeparate me from thee. Caſt thy eyes upon 
is finer, who is the work of thy goodneſs, and the price of thy 
lood; and fince fire breaks ſtones, break the obduracy of my 
keart by the fire of thy love. | 


IV. Thou canſt not ſay, O Lord! that thou haſt the will to do 
, but haſt not the power. The ſinful woman in the goſpel had a 
hardened heart, but it was foftened at thy feet: are thoſe ſacred. 
feet leſs powerful now than they were then? She lovingly embraced 
e and for my part I find them ptereed with nails and ready to 
uc over me the virtue which proceeds from them. If ſhe 
| obtained her converſion by the tears where with the bathed them, 
wou canſt, O Lord! make mine flow abundantly, and thus diſpoſe 
ne for the other graces thou defigneſt' me. Her heart ſighed after 
e. mine alſo bghs; but if my ſighs are not fervent enough, 
Py them with what is wanting. * 


Be not thou hardened, O my God! towards this poor ſinner, 
Fho deſires nothing fo much as to be able to melt with love for 
8 thee. 


Vol., I, 
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thee. St. Peter was ſo obſtinate in renouncing thee, that if th 
hadſt not looked upon him, he would have renounced «thee fil 
but he was ſoftened and converted by a ſingle motion of thy 
Have thoſe eyes then loſt the, virtue of moilif; ing hearts? (4 
upon me ſuch a look, O father of mercy! and I ſhall be he 
What was the thief's obduracy, when he was crucitied with thee 
He had-offended thee all his life, and blaſphemed thee allo ac 
death; but the virtue of thine changed him in a moment, aj 
opened paradiſe to him. 


Muſt I be the only perſon that ſhall not experience the pon 
of him, Who, being exalted from the earth, draws all to himid 
Remember me, O Lord! though I be fo unhappy as to toy 
thee. Thou didit not wait for Paul's praying to thee, wt 
breathing nothing but threats and ſlaughter, he perſecuted th 
faithful ſervants in hatred of thy name, - A#s ix. 1. Hen 
overthrown and molliitied by that very name he perſecuted, a 
became a veſſel of election to carry that divine name to all nation 
He cried out fhortly after: I live, now not Iii but Chriſt uva 
me, Gal. ii. 20. and he loved chee fo terventiy, as to have t| 
confidence to affirm, that cheie was neither any thing in heavg 
nor on earth, nor in hell that could tear from his heart the le 
wherewith he burnt for thee. Allow me to cry out with li 
Lord what wilt thou have me to de? And with David, teach me 161 


thy will: crndutt me into the path of thy commandments ; and under il \ 
ſhadow of thy wings protect me. Pal. cxlii. 10. cxviii. 35. xvi. 9. N | 
av 
V. But what will it avail me, O ſweet Jeſus! to beg of H bac 
that tenderneſs of heart I deſire, if I harden myſelf, if I renden 
myſelf deaf and inſenſible to every thing that is moſt necell 3 
for me. I find thee hard only when I am far from thee; ai >av 
thou art meek and eaſy to receive me when I return to thee. by! 
cannot complain of thy conduct towards me: I ought on d kit 
contrary to bleſs thee always, O Lord! becauſe having come bleſ 
thee, loaded with fins, obdurate and dejected, 1 returned f ful 
thee comforted, mollified and full of confidence. - 
* 
I will confeſs it before thee, O Lord! to my own confuſion, ben 
to the glory of thy mercy. '. When, overlooking my miſeries, tho loſt, 
permittedſt me to approach*to thee, and to embrace thy f 
when thou vouchſafcdit to hear the words which proceeded ly V 
my lukewarm heart, faintly unploring thy love; did I ever n r 
thee hardened or deaf to my prayer? Thou haſt always ſeemed ae 
have forgotten my unworthineſs, haſt ſpoken to my heart, and te 


t:fered me to treat with thee, as with an equal: at that my 
; - | 
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felt myſelf warmed with thy love, and ready to do thy will in 
all things; I regretted the time I had not employed in loving 
thee; my greateſt deſire was to be conſumed with thy love 75 
mortaliy hated every thing that had ſeparated me from thee, and 
tom thoſe ſweetneſſes thou madeſt my ſoul ſenſible of. Thou 
knoweſt, O Lord! what thou taughteſt me at that time interiorly, 
without noiſe or words; and as for me I know that all the plea- 
fures of life have nothing in them that approaches to one of thoſe 
happy Moments. | 


If falling back again into my firſt extravagancies I had loſt the 
reliſn of thy preſence, and oppreſſed afterwards with the weight of 
my corruption, I had returned to thee in order to be comforted ; 
found thee the ſame, always eaſy, mild, faithful, and mercitul. 
What is become of that ſentiment, O eternal ſweetneſs? where 
have I loſt it? When at that very time, for my good, thou didſt 
hide thy face from me, and inſpire me with the ardor of ſighing 
after thee, of ſeeking thee, and of enquiring for thee of every 
creature; thou didſt not allow me to ſigh long, being nearer me 
than I imagined; I immediately beheld the light again, and found 
myſelf wholly changed. Then forgetting my banilhment and 
milery, I united myſelf cloſely to thee, reſolving never to forſake 
thee more. | 


Whence comes it that I have forſaken thee again, O thou God 
of my ſoul? Who has been able to ſeparate me from thee ? Why 
have 1 deprived myſelf of ſo great a bleſſing? How have I fallen 
back again into obduracy ? Is it not a greater evil to become har- 
a dened, after having received ſo many marks of thy goodneſs; than 
if 1 had never experienced it? I implore thy mercy, O my 
Saviour! ſuffer me no more to depart from thee, nor to be blinded 
WH iy my own will, in the midſt of fo great a light, leſt I ſleep at 
oy lat in the hardneſs of my heart. Though I deſerve not the 
bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs, which I have ſo often loſt by my own 
oy fault; at leaſt refuſe me not the knowledge of my own milery, and 

of the need I have of thy help, for fighting againſt myſelf. 

Gre me ſtrength to beat this heart continually, more hard than 
in; that I may at leaſt preſerve a regret for the bleſſings I have 
bo, and a hatred of the evils I have committed. 


VI. Give me thy love, O divine Jeſus! and engrave it fo deep 
n my heart, that I may truly ſay, as thy apoſtle did; who ſhall 
ſeparate me from the charity of Jeſus Chriſt ? ls there any thing in 
the world that deſerves my love, and that can indemnify me for the 
os of thine? When I loſe thee for a friend, for any intereſt, or 
or a pleaſure, what advantage do I reap from thence? If I — 

8 2 thy 
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thy love, for ayoiding a little pain, I am immediately carried a 
by the love of other things, which gives me a thouſand diſpleaſure 
If I forſake thee for my friendes, I ſoon experience their.inhdeli, 
If I ſeek to divert myſelf, or take any pleaſure without thee, | 
find myſelf in the end ful} of trouble and fadnels. Ir I ci 
praying out of remiſfſieſs and tepidity, I fall into temptatog 
n fine, in what manner ſocver I loſe thy love, I remain deprixe 
of thy bleſſings, languiſhing in thy ſervice, and earneſt in ſatisfying 
my cotrupt inclinations. | | 


obſt 
litt! 
ite 
you 


Is it poſſible, O my God! that any creature in the wor'd ſhaull 
be able to ſeparate me from thee, and from thy divine communi 
cations? If I compare the time I ſpend in ſhameful amulemeug 
the»repentance remaining after them, and the meanneſs of thok 
things with which my heart is poſſeſſed, with the 1weetnels and 
treaſures I loſe in forſakuig thee; alas, how miſcrable ſhail I fd 
myſelf! And what compleats my miſery, is that 1 fee it, compre- 
hend it, and know not what detains me, nor what is the fat 
weight that hinders me from running after the cdour of thy perfumes. 
Ah, Lord, let nothing ſeparate me from thy charity! and line 
obedience, meekneſs, and humility are the ways which lead to 
thee, and the propereſt remedies for healing me, I beg them d 
thee with all my heart. Humble me as much as thou pleatelt; 


make me diffident of myſelf, and careful to amend; that, as I. 
owe thee already all that 1 am, and ali that I hope for hereafter, WF 
I may alſo owe to thee the cure of all the evils I labour under a il; © 
preient. | ; _ 
vith 

When ſhall I behold thee, O my God! the ſovereign maſter = 
and peaceable poſſeſſor of my ſoul? 1 am fo blind that I ice not the wy 
paths wherein I walk, nor the dangers I am daily in of falling | 
down the precipice; nor do I even ſo much as defire thee to deliver Bl 
me from them. But thou, O Lord! haſt no need of being " 
inſtructed, from whom nothipg is hidden, and who clearly ſeeſt al E 
things, do thou work the wonders of thy mercy in this heart full d 4 
miſeries. Ir 
| 0 C| 
O Queen of angels, advocate of finners, chaſle abode of out 85 
Saviour, and charitable interceffor for hardened hearts! our Lom ub. 
will have me to obtain by you what I cannot deſerve of mylel. 8 | 
Since you ſee the evils which obduracy produces, make that lan, 
water flow from the ſource of mercy which you have given to tt ö 
world, that it may fall upon me, and ſoften at laſt the hardnels d r 
my heart. Ye happy domeſtics of the eternal king! who ir im 
wholly penetrated with the divine love, permit me not to be WR... 


'obſtinate 
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obſtinate and rebellious to the impreſſions of his ſpirit ; diffuſe a 
little of your plenirude upon me, and water this dry earth, that 
ftcr being partaker here of your grace, I may be fo in Heaven of 
your glory. Amen. 


XX. SUFFERING OF CHRIST. 
The falſe Judgments that were made of his aftions. 


HE obduracy of the Jews produced ſo many other diſorders 

in them, that it is very much to be wondered that the patience 
of Chriit wis not exhauſted thereby. One of their moſt conſider- 
able dilorders was, that they always judged ill of his perſon, words, 
and actions: a+ manifeſt proof of the poiſon concealed in their 
he:rts, which by degrees ſtifled what natural integrity remained in 
heir minds. For right reaſon is naturally inchned to judge of 
things according to taeir appearances ; but what did they fee in 
Chriſt that had any appearance-of evil? The malice of their hearts 
mult theretore have ſtrangely obſcured in them the light of their 
minds, which always judges advantageouſly of good, unleſs it be de- 
eived by ſome colour of evil: but was there any colour of evil 
ound in our Saviour's conduct? For that reaſon he ſaid to them 
rich ſo much aſſurance: I bo among you will convict me of fin? John 
i, 46, At that time they not only could not convict him thereof, 
but they could not even accuſe him of it, what hatred foever they 
had againſt him; and they knew not vhat anſwer to make him. 


II, When they made it a crime in him, to heal the ſick on the 
dabbath· day, he confounded them in ſuch a manner, that they durſt 
ot reproach him for it any more. They blamed him becauſe he 
alled God his father; but he proved himſelf to be the fon of God 
0 clearly by his works, that they remained dumb. Anas, the 
wh prieſt, having aſked him an account of his dofrine, our 
dariour referred the matter to thoſe who had heard him {peak in 
public, though they were his enemies; and the Jews being unable 
0 lay any crime to his charge before Caiphas, but what was mani- 
tly falſe, reſolved to opprets him by their ſeditious outcries. 


Thoſe who had more favourable opinions of Chriſt, regarded 
um only as a holy prophet: others judged of him every one 
cording to their private humour and diſpoſitions. If he was with 
ers, though his converſation was always holy, and though he 
lought 
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ſought nothing but their ſalvation, yet he. paſſed far one that low th 
to eat and drink with them. Some ſaid that his doctrine was new, 
according to the cuſtom of the corrupt world, which treats eve 
thing as novelty, that oppoſes its old errors, and its ancient dilardey 
Others ſeeing him followed by a great crowd of people, who way 
deſirous of hearing his word, and ſeeing his miracles, they accu 
him of being a ſeditious perſon, and a diſturber of the pub. 


peace. Many judzed, that he ought not to teach publicly, by 2 
in private and in houſes, to avoid tumults, and a concourle d 2 
Behold what the world is, it is ſtill the ſame at this day that by 
was then. It approves of crowds of people at profane aſſempie 
and dangerous thews ; and blames them in the church, at the wg er 
of God, at the ſacraments, and at the molt facred ceremones * 
We mult not wonder tnereat; it eſteems what maintains its vices yy 
and condemns what deſtroys them. * 
daily 


In fine, they arrived at ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs, that, ng 
being able to deny the miracles of our Saviour, they attnbui 
them to a ſecret commerce with the devil; and thus they ma 1. 
him the author of ſo many wonders, whoſe will they followed und 


things. 


: III. This contradiction was much more ſenſible to Chriſt, tha 
it would have been to any ordinary man. 


For, in the firſt place, he of whom the world judges amily 
does not always know it; and he is often deceived by the diffi: 
lation of thoſe who deſpiſe or hate him, pretending at the ſame tim 
to honour, or love him. But our Lord beheld the bottom of the 
hearts, he diſcovered the moſt hidden ſentiments of his enemit 
and their deſigns of deſtroying him; and what tauched- him mud 
more than rhe injuries done to himſelf, was the obſtacles the 


brought to all the bleſſings he deſigned to beſtow on them. Fard 5 
love gives us a lively feeling af every thing that can hurt thoſe pe {ol 
ſons we love, and as thoſe paſſionate judgments fell back ual po 
thoſe that judged ill of Chriſt, ſo the love he had for them co. 
for their ſalvation, rendered him infinitely ſenſible of the M de 
they did to themſelves. | Juc 
* 1 

In the ſecond place, the grandees of the world, though they k "4 
moſt expoſed to public cenſure, are nevertheleſs, generally ſpeak 2 
ing, the moſt ſparingly dealt with; becauſe they are the ay. 


powerful, their protection is ſought after, and their diſplealure! 
feared. He that deſpiſes them in his heart, often commends (ea 
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» their preſence ; and ſometimes praiſes them for the very thi 

r "hich he deſpiſes them. Every one at leaſt difſembles the bad 

opinion he has of them, either out of reſpect to their dignity, or 

tar of their power. But Chriſt, for the example and conſolation ' 
of his ſervants, who were to imitate him in that kind of ſuffering, 

us pleaſed to undergo the unjuſt judgments of the world, with 

ll the circumſtances that could augment the pain thereof; and he 

uffered ptople to ſav to his face, without any reſervation, the moſt 

jiadvanrageous things they thought of him. 


In fine, men commonly find in their good intentions, wherewith 
o comfort themſelves in the bad judgments that are paſſed upon 
hem, even when they ſeem to give occaſion thereof, by the defects 
hat are to be fonnd in their actions. But beſides our Saviour's 
Intentions being always upright, his works were fo irreproachable, 
hat though he had b&n capable of any bad deſign, the moſt 
cricical and ſevere cenſurer could never have diſcovered it in his 
exterior conduct, fo holy, equal, and regular it was; and yet we 
daily fee, that a bad intention cannot be long concealed, and that 
ſome mark of it appears exteriorly at laſt. 


It is eaſy to be ſeen in many places of the P/alms, how much 
ſorrow theſe judgments occaſioned Chriſt, when he ſays to God, 
by the mouth of David: Pf. xlii. 1. Judge me, O God ! and diſcern 
wy cauſe from the nation not holy, from the unjuſt and deceitful man 
deliver me, Pf. xxv. 1. Judge me, O Lord! becauſe I have walked 
in my innccency. Prove me, O Lord! and try me; burn my reins 
ond heart. Becauſe thy mercy is before my eyes; and I am well pleaſed 
m thy truth, He complains alſo in the Goſpel, that the Jews put 
a bad conſtruction upon every thing he did; and he faid plainly to 
themſelves ; Judge net, that ye may not be judged, Matt. vit- 1. and 
by one cf his apoſtles he ſays, that judement without mercy ſhall 
come upon him, <vho has not ſhewn mercy, James 11. 13. 


IV. If thoſe, who fo readily judge others, conſidered the injury 
they do themſelves, and the chaſtiſements they bi ing upon them- 
elves, they would no doubt be more reſerved in their judgments. 
For whether they judge the good actions of others in rigour, or 
condemn the bad without mercy, they ought to be affured, that 
the fame judgment waits upon themſelves. Bur if they ſhould 
Judge that bad which is good, let them hear the judgment of the 
apoltle, Rom. xiv. 4. bo art thou that judgeſs another man's 
ſervant ? For wherein thou judgeft another, thou condemneſt thyſelf : 
for thou deft the fame things which thou judgeſt, xi. 1. Or at leaſt, 
adds St. Cbrxſaſtom, explaining this place, thou judgeſt amiſs " 

| ef 48 thy 
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thy brother's actions, only becauſc thou feeleſt the ſame Clinati 
in thyſelf, which thou thinkeſt thou ſeeſt in him. 


When an impatient man, for example, ſees another ſuffer g 
thing with mee«nels, he judges of hin by himſelf, and deterning 
that it is not an effect of patience, but meer diſſimulation. Th 
impious and Jukewarm look upon him as a hypocrite, who appag 


aſſiduous in prayer and other chriſtian duties; becauſe they u 


that they themſelves could not do as much but out of hypocii 
The wicked attribute all the good works, which they ſee gol 
people perform, to hatred, auger, baſeneſs, pride, diſſimulati 
or to ſome other vice which they feel in themſc]ves ; far bad ju 
ments proceed generally from the bad inclination which is in th 
heart of him that judges. Experience ſhews it but too ofen 
The ſame good work, by which one man is edified, anothery 
ſcandalized. Failing, prayer, and pious converfations, daily pr 
duce oppoſite judgments ; and there is no other cauſe of it, bu 
that men, by judging in this manner, do not follow the light g 
their minds, but the diſpoſition of their hearts; and the worſe 1 
is, the more adyantageous are their judgments to their neighbour, 


If two perſons ſee a bad action done, the one will be touche 
with compaſſion thereat, and will endeavour to remedy u 
conceal it, the other will be for having it publiſhed and punithed 
Thus the fame thing will excite mercy in the one and yengeance 
in the other. | 


It is therefore true, according to St. Paul's words, that he who 
Judges ill of another, condemns himſelf ; becauſe he diſcoven 
thereby, that he has at leaſt the root of evil in himſelf which be 
blames in his brother; and that, if God affiſts him not with bs 
grace, he will fall into the ſame fins, which he believes him guilty 
of, whom he condemns. {Es 


Although we ought not to judge that goed which is manileliy 
bad, ſince ſuch a judgment would be contrary to that of God 
yet it is certain, that we muſt always judge with ſo much precat- 
tion and reſervation, that ſelf-loye and corruption of our heats 
may haye no ſhare therein; otherwiſe, by judging our ngighbouh 
we ſhall condenin ourſelves. 5 | 


V. When we know ourſelves ſubject to that fault, we oupit 
frequently to think in the preſence of God, that we are mor 
wicked than thoſe whom we judge; and that if we commit 0 
all the evil which human wickedneſs is capable of, it is an effet 
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the divine grace. This thought is neither falſe nor unjuſt: for it 
p certain we ſhould not find ſo much evil in others, but becauſe we 
ne full of it ourſelves. But if we cannot ſuſpend our judgments, 
le: us be at leaſt upon our guard to reſtrain our tongue ; a 0 
maliznity, remaining 9 may not ſcandalize any one. 
We muſt likewiſe turn all the bad judgments againſt ourſelves, . 
(lich come into our minds againſt our neighbour, acknowledge in 

I ourſelyes, that corrupt root which produces them, and always ſeek 
the means of excuſing others; and if we find no excuſe for them, 
ct us acknowledge, in the preſence of God, that we are worſe than 
they, ſince we reſiſt him with all the knowledge he gives us: and 
tha if thoſe men who ſeem fo imperfect to us, had the lights we 
have, and if they law their own faults as we ſee them, they would 
amend themſelves, and become better than we are, 6 tes 


Thoſe that are obliged by the duty of their charge, ta judge 
and correct others, ought firſt to humble and condemn themſelves 
u their own heart, that they may not afterwards judge their 
brethren without the fear of God. 2 A 


——_ es 


» on. 
* 


Let all, in fine, be perſuaded, that thoſe whom God preſerves 
from the ſins whereinto they might fall, owe him ill more grati- 
tude, than thoſe whom he pardons after committing them: as I 
am more obliged to the man that prevents me from being wounded, 
than to him that cures me of a wound I have received. 


* 


— 
* * 
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This makes St. Auguſtin ſay, Enar. in Pſ. xx. © That God 
* pardons us all the fins we were able to commit, and ſhould have 
committed, if he had not prevented us by his grace; and that 
one man commits no crime which another might not commit, if 
he were not preſerved from thence by him who made him man,“ 
Thus every one may with juſtice believe himſelf as wicked as he 
who appears ſo to him; ought to give thanks to God if he does not 
fall into thoſe diſorders into which he ſees others fall, and earneſtly , 
entreat him not to permit him to fall into them. 


VI. From whence we may alſo draw this conſequence, that the 
ſervants of God ought not to be diſquieted with the inconſiderate 
Judgments of men, ſince they cannot avoid them, and fince the 
nfnite ſanctity of Chriſt himſelf was not exempt from them. Let 
them be perſuaded on the contrary, whenever they engage them- 
elves in the ſervice of God, that the world, not having ſpared the 
alter in this point, will not ſpare the ſervants. I mean here by 

Ihe world, all thoſe who, in what degree and condition ſoever oy 

A 


T 
\ 
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be, reliſh not the eternal truths, nor have any experience in vine: 
ſuch are not only the men of the world, but allo eccleſiaſtics a 
religious, who forget the perfection of their itate. It is true, thy 
thofe who begin to ſerve God, are, for the moſt part, extrench 
ſenſible of the falſe judgments that are made of them ; but wha 
they ſnall be more advanced, they will ſupport them without mug 
difficulty. | 2 


Let them remember, in the mean time, what they owe to Gol 
in order to encourage themfelves to be faithful, and reſolinely i 
follow the way he has pointed out to them. Let them conſide, 
that if the world judges ili of good people, it is not from the baum 
it has of evil, but out of the deſire alone of diſcrediting virtue; 
for it loves vice, although it knows it is blameable : and that it may 
follow it more freely, it approves it, ſupports it, elevates it, and 
even gives its name to virtue. It calls piety hypocriſy ; zeal paſſion; 
juſtice rigour ; and fo of others; that making virtues pals for vice 
they may loſe their eſteem amongſt men, and that there may u 
longer be any ſhame in being vicious, 


If you were of the world, ſays Chriſt to his apoſtles, John xv. 10 
the world would love its own; but becauſe you are not of the um 
but I haue choſen you out of the world, therefore the world bates yu, 
If virtuous men were truly wicked, and ſuch as the world judga 
them, it would undoubtedly praiſe them as it praiſes the reum 
for being courageous, the proud for having honour, and the prodizd 
for being liberal; and it would be favourable to them in thoſe we 
which it attributes to them by its falſe judgments. Bur becaule th 
world knows that the conduct of the jult is its condemnation, 1 
hates them; and perſecutes them as wicked, in order, either to dn 
them to its party, by giving them a diſguſt of virtue, or at leaſt x 
render them fo feeble, by defaming them, that they may be ol 
longer capable of hurting it. 


But as in other things one conſiders not the judgment of tix 
ignorant; fo in whit regards virtue, we ought to have no regardi 
the judgment of thoſe who know it not, and have no comment 
with any thing but vice. 


1 do not ſay this, that the ſervants of God, in order to ſuppe 
the intereſt of virtue, may regard all others as wicked; but uM 
they may diſcover the artifice of the devil, who endeavours i 
ſhake their conſtancy by human judgments ; that they may 1 
mount this obſtacle by their patience, pray for thoſe that perleali 
them, in perſecuting virtue, and take theſe words of St. Paw 


j 


— 
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« rule of their judgments; 1 Cor. iv. 3. But as ta me it i. 4 
bing of the leaſt account to be judged by you, or by buman judgm 
uy! neither do I judge myſeif. For T am not conſcious to myſelf of 
ing : but in this J am not juſtified, ſeeing be who judgeth me, is the 
2 | 


fo 23 OS 


VII. Whereon three important advices may here be given. The 
rf: is, not to regulate our conduct by human judgments alone, 
ther in good or evil. For as men are weak and inconſtant, they 
ten condemn and approve without reaſon, and rather by fancy 

r paſſion than by the light of truth; and ſo their approbation or 
ondemnation ought never to be in our regard, a ſufficient cauſe for 
Hing, or not acting: beſides, by becoming ſlaves to their judg- 


Wo: it would be impoſſible to ſatisfy every body, ſince every one 
nd as his particular ſentiment ; and whatever we do, we ſhall always 
Vc the diſpleaſure of diſobliging many. 

Xs 


The ſecond advice 1s, not to confine ourſelves to our own light 

1 what regards ourſelves, wherein we are commonly prepoſleſſ 

ith ſelf love. Let us have an upright intention, and the fear of 
od; and let us afterwards, with the counſel of a prudent andvirtuous 
an, whenever it is neceſſary, do what appears beſt to us and 
ot agreeable to God. For we have ſuch preſſing obligations ta 
eck to pleaſe him, and to labour for our own ſalvation; and we 
re likewiſe ſo miſerable, that we ought not to flatter ourſelves that 
od is ſatisfied with us, nor that we are juſtified before him: which 
ould be attributing to ourſelves a judgment that belongs only to 
him, and putting ourſelyes in danger of loſing humility. 


It is true, it is a temptation to good people, to be deſirous of 
knowing themſelves ſo far as to be able to judge with certainty of 
e ſtate of their ſouls; but God, who loves us ſo tenderly, would 
not have concealed it from us, if it had been profitable for us to 
tave known it. Our buſineſs is therefore to labour in ſerving God 
the beſt we can, without being defirous to penetrate into what he 
conceals from us, and to beheve that we fk do leſs than we 
ought ; and that our judgment will never be more fincere, more 
equtable, and more perfect, than when we judge ourſelves with 
moſt ſeverity. _ | y 


The third advice is, that he who would preſerve the tranquith 

of his ſoul, among the judgments of men, ought to elevate his 
tioughts to God, and conſider, that being governed by a wiſdom 
that ſees all things, and weighs all things in the ſcale of the ſanc- 


wry, we can never loſe any thing that is our due; that he who 
Judges 
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Judges us, fortifies and augments the good he ſees in us by K 
grace: ſupplies what is wanting on our parts by his goodneg 
excites our languor; enlightens our minds to make us know ay 
avoid fin; and that he pardons us our fins by his mercy, when w 
ſincerely return to him. | 


* 
. 


e 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt, concerning the falſe judements that were made of hin. 


A JUDGE infintely wife! who penetrateſt the bottom of our 
hearts, from whom nothing is hidden, and whoſe eyes ar 
always open on the good and the bad; thou feeit my interior, and 
every thing that diſpleates thee. Thou knoweſt what I owe thee, 
and how ill I ſatisty che obligation I he under of ſerving ther, 
Where ſhall I ſheiter myſeif from thy judgment? JF I ſhall g 
into heaven, thou art there; if I deſcend into bell, thou art preſat 
Pf. cxxxviij. 8. and thou ſhouldſt ſee me in the center of the 
earth, if I were there. Why would I withdraw myſclt from thy 
light, O my God! It is more advantageous for me to be ſeen and 
known by thee, than to hide myſelf from thy eyes, even though 
could do it; becauſe, being hidden; I ſhould remain in my mitem 
and thou lookeſt upon me always with mercy, 


It js true, I diſcover nothing in myſelf but reaſons to fear and 
fly thee; but whither ſhall I fly chat I may not find thee? And it 
I find thee not, who ſhall remedy my evils ? Caſt, therefore, thy 
eyes upon me, O my God, and my judge! Behold the corruption 
of my heart, the induſtry of my enemies for ſeparating me rom 
thee, my weakneſs in reſiſting them, my obitinacy in offending thee 
and my negligence 1n ſerving thee. : 


Judge me, O Lord! according to my juſtice, and according 1s *f 
Innocency upon me, Pſ. vii. 9. which is the fruit of thy labours and 
merits, Judge me according to the eternal love thou' beareſt me; 
judge me according to what is in thee; for what is in me is 
me: and if thou wouldit have any good to be found in m 
which might defend me againſt thy juſtice, communicate tl 
merits of thy blood and ſufferings to me. Give me thy znnocens 
and fanftity. Read in thyſelf the reaſons that juſtify me, 
according to them pronounce ſentence upon me. en . 
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id! this inclination to ſin, this oppoſicion to virtue, and this root 
K all evil planted in the midſt of my heart: exert thy juſtice 
inſt it, tear it up without mercy, and put in its ſtead, HO. 
Jants which may produce nothing but good fruits. 9 


Hl. When I enter into myſelf, O divine Jeſus! and find myſelf 
» full of malignity, I fear thy fight, and am obliged to ſay tb 
„ce with David, Pf. I. 11, Turn away thy face from my fins: but 
hen I conſider that thou alone canſt heal me, I am afraid thou 
wilt not vouchſafe to look upon me; and I ſay to thee, wich the 
ume prophet, PC. I. 12. Create 4 clean heart in me, O God! and 
rery thing elſe ſhall be purified. Kemember thou formerly ſaidft 
o Wab, Gen. viii. 21. that the imagination and thought of "man's 
art are prone to evil from their youth, O fountain of all bleſſings? 
ho haſt no leſs the power of re-eſtavliſhing what is fallen, than of 
rating what is not; create in me a new ſpirit, that may repair 


e decay and ruins of my ſoul, and reſtore me the bleſſings I have 


Thou haſt lived amongſt men, haſt endeavoured to heal their 
ils, haſt ſhewn them in thyſelf the model of all perfection, and 
uſt omitted nothing for inſtructing and enlightening them; but 

hou haſt found them ſo corrupt, and ſo full of the mortal poiſon 
hich proceeded from their hearts, that they not only refuſed thy. 
leſſings, but alſo judged of thy truths as if they were their 51 

orupted off-ſpring. rs * 


* 


O Son of the living God! I adore that meekneſs and patience, 
herewith thou haſt ſupported ſo great a malignity of the human 
tat. Methinks I am in ſome manner more obliged to thee for 
wing vouchſafed to ſuffer ſuch unjuſt judgments, than for hay ing 
en pleaſed to die: for the fury and trouble wherewith thy enemies 
ere agitated, might well have drove them fo far as to make thee 
ndergo a death which thou deſiredſt; but they could not find, 
ther in thy words or actions, any foundation for judging ill of 
ee, and were ſeduced thereto by nothing but their own malice,” * 


Ill. How great is thy goodneſs, to ſuffer ſuch an injuſtice! But, 
) divine Jeſus! the world judges of thee alſo, at preſent, only by 
l. As worldly men ſeldom cat with their friends without com-. 
ting ſome exceſs, they cannot imagine that thou humbledſt thyſelf” 
far as to eat with finners, in the tole view of ſaving them. As 
* world 15 in commerce with the devil, by the continual obe- 
ence it pays him, it believes, that it is by his aſſiſtance thou 
Ukeſt thy wonders. What does it behold in t iee that can inſpire 
| N 
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it with thoſe fentiments? Has it ever heard thee utter { much 


one unprofitable word? Has it ever beheld. the ſmalleſt levi 
thy converſation? - m—_ 


It has found nothing but what is divine in thy doctrine; nothiy 
but what is true in thy miracles; and nothing 45 what is edifrin 
in thy life: thou never ſoughteſt either its riches or honours; by 
didſt even refuſe them when it offered them to thee. Why thy 
does it think ill of thee, O my Saviour! but becauſe thou di 
vouchſafe to be condemned for me! Thy nails, thy thorns, a 
thy croſs, changed thieves into ſaints; thy wounds cured thoſe 
thy executioners; and thy torments ſoftened thoſe that torment 
thee. But the unjuſt juclgments that were paſſed upon thee, ſerie 
only to harden thoſe wicked judges, and to ſhut them in from d 
entrance of thy light and mercy. Bleſſed be thou for ever, On 
God! for having been pleaſed to ſuffer ſuch great contradictions, 
order to comfort me when any ſuch befal me, and to make n 
know what I ought to expect from the malignity of men. 


IV. Behold me here before thy mercy, O my Saviour! Hearke 
to the complaints and ſighs of my heart. Thou ſayeſt, that i 
our cogitations are prone to evil, and I daily fee, in the conduct 
the children of Adam, the truth of thy words: they cannot conſid 
but as evils the very bleſſings thou beſtoweſt upon them. I can 
to thee, O infinite goodneſs! becauſe I cannot fly from myſelt | 
by thee. I feel in myſelf the ſame diſorder. I look upon that 
od which thou forbiddeſt me. What gives me death makes 
eres of my lite; and I ſeek comfort in what ſeparates me ira 
thee, 


Thy law ſeems heavy to me, and thy converſation weariſom 
J have always pain in pardoning injuries, and pleaſute in com 
ting them. It is a dipleatire for me to employ my days in ti 

ſervice, and a comfort to ſpend them in vanity. I prefert 
pleafures of the body to the pure delights of the mind: and wi 
ought to confound me ſtill more; though I believe the contrary, 
the faith thou preſerveſt in my heart, yet I ceaſe not from follow! 
the judgments of corrupt nature, which always-draws me towat 
the earth. | 


When wilt thou deliver me from myſelf, O my God What 
there in me but what tends to evil? The very bleſſings which ti 
beſtoweſt upon me, often become for me a ſource of bad Ju 
ments. For I ſometimes judge, in conſideration of thy me 
that I may abandon myſelf to fin; in conſideration of thy pat 


by N * 
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may perſevere in it; and in conſideration of thy goodneſs, 
* | 07 ag == and ſatisfy thee, though I 3 my finful 
appetites at the ſame time. Thus I am wicked, becaule thou art 
good; and flow in being converted, becauſe thou art patient in 
bearing with me. I judge that I may reconctle the divine nouriſh. 
ment which thou giveſt me, with the grievous faults into which I 
fall: chat thy ju ice will ſpare me; and that I ſhall be yultified | 
without amending my faults. In fine, I find nothing in me but 
falſe judgments. What ſhall become of me, O Lord! if the 
ooodneis with which thou ſuffereſt my evils, does not alſo extend 
tielf ſo far as to heal them ? | 


* v. Thou ſeeſt, O my God! that ſick as I am, I feel not my 
a diſorder ; and that I glory in the little good I do, or deſire, though 
dat action and deſire proceed from thee. I would pals among 
men for another perſon than J am, and I cannot ſuffer them to 
pas any diſadvantageous judgment upon me, though they can 
never believe me ſo wicked as thou ſeeſt Iam. Heal, O Lord! by 
thy power, thoſe ſuch dangerous wounds; grant that I may liſt up 
my eyes to thee; illuminate them with thy light, that they may 
- WM behold in thee the bleſſings I find in thee, and in myſelf the evils 
+ WF which diſpleaſe thee. PR 


Permit me not to be deceived, for the future in my judgments; 
rant that I may ſce worldly things in their true light, that I may 
judge myſelf to be ſuch as I am, in order to deſpiſe, condemn, 
and hate myſelf; and that I may judge of thee, O my God! as 
ought; that I may eſteem, fear, deſire, and love thee, as my Lord, 
my judge, my father, and my ſovereign good. Reform the powers 
of my ſoul, ſince thou hait created them for thee; purify my heart, 
lince thou wilt have me give it to thee; make this den of thieves 
houſe of prayer; and this abyſs of muſeries the abode of thy divine 
pirit. 


VI. One of the moſt dangerous illuſions of my pride, is to ſet 
too great a value upon the opinion of men. Thou ſceſt, O Lord! 
bow far this vanity extends, and how hurtful it is to me. What 
good, or what ill can human judgments do me? I am truly ſuch 
thou judgeſt me, and I neither become better by men's eſteem, 
dot worſe by their contempt. There are none of them ſo wicked, 
& to believe ſo much ill of me as I am capable of doing. Though 
al creatures ſhould join together, in condemning me tor. the fins I 
ave committed againſt thee, they could not do me ſtrict juſtice; 


Xcaule my fins are greater, and more in number, than can ever be 
Monzht of, 
Q * 


What 


* ts 
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What do I then complain of, O ever equitable judge I co 
plain becauſe men cenſure me: I think in every thing Þ do, & 
what they will think of my actions; I direct my conduct, meafur 
my motions, and weigh my words, that I may pleaſe them; and 
would willingly unite in my favour all their affections and conitnegl 
dations. But how vain is that pretenſion, and how far does þ 
ſeparate me from thee, O my God! It weakens in my ſoul thi 
ſpirit of prayer, poſſeſſes me with unprofitable cares, gives mo 
thouſand diſpleaſures, and fills me with an infinite number te 
thoughts, difpleaſing to thee; | 


There is ſtill greater vanity in the complacency I feel, When 
think I have done or faid any thing well; when 1 am informed 
that people are ſatisfied with me and my converſation; when 
deſire, with ſo much earneſtneſs, to know what is thought of mej 
not to amend any fault I have committed; but for my own ſatis 
faction. Happy is the ſoul that is ſo pure and diſengaged, as to 
neglect all theſe conſiderations, 


VII. Draw unto thee, O Saviour of my ſoul! all my thoughts 
ſentiments, and intentions; have mercy on this diſtracted heat 
It is not difficult to pleaſe thee, becauſe thou art ſatisfied with 4 
little, and thy goodneſs accommodates itſelf to my weaknelk 
Thou haſt made known thy will to me in thoſe things Which 
regard my ſalvation, leſt I ſhould go aſtray : but in thoſe which 
are of leſs importance, and wherein it is not neceſſary that thy wil 
ſhould be clearly ſhewri me, thou art fatisfied with the ſincerity d 
my intentions, though they be not entirely comformable to thine. 


When thou ſeeſt me ready to fall, thou ſupporteſt me: If I a 
fall, thou helpeſt me up again: and how wicked ſoever I be,! 
am nevet ſo very wicked, but thy goodneſs ſtill finds ſome realons 
for doing me good. I am always ſure of ſatisfying thee, O ny 
God! when 1 am willing to do it. But how can I ſatisfy met 
who ſee not the diſpoſitions of my heart; very frequently judge d 
me by themſelves; and, without examining any thing, condemn, 
or approve, what pleaſes them? One would have me to ſuffe, 
another would have me to be revenged; this thinks me humble 
and that a hypocrite: I paſs in the minds of ſome for a coward 
and in the minds of others, for a prudent man; but though | 
ſhould ſatisfy them all, what advantage ſhould I reap from thenct 
for the ſalvation of my ſoul ! 


VIII. Infinite thanks be given to thee, O my creator and dini 
maſter! for having been pleaſed to deliver me from all theſe "I 
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ad reducing all my thoughts and obligations to one only, which is 
o love and ſerve thee with all my heart. If thou hadſt obliged 
e not to offend any perſon, and to ſatisfy every one, it would 
ave been impoſũble for me to have obeyed thee. Gather together. 
be diſperſed of Iſrael, P{. cxlvi. 2. re unite in thyſelf alone the 
ultiplicity of my deſires, and pluck from my heart the eſteem of 
uman judgments, whether they be good or bad. Permit me not 
o deſire to ſatisfy the world which thou didſt hot ſatisfy, nor to 
ten to its judgments which judged fo ill of thee. I defire only 
o ſatisfy thee alone, O my God! I offer thee all that I am: eſta - 
hin thy divine preſence in my heart, clevate my mind to thee, 
hat, diſengaged from every thing that cannot fill me with thy 
ove, 1 may hve for thee, ſpeak of thee, think of thee, figh after 
hee, and repoſe in thee, O my Jeſus! my juſt judge, my faithful 
riend, and my amiable Saviour! | 


O Mother of God! full of grace, and full of our Lord, who 
always with you; how rich were you in the eyes of him who did 
uch great things in you! but how unknown were you to the world! 
conjure you, by thoſe chains of pure love, which ſo cloſely 
nited you to your God, your Lord, your ſpouſe; your ſon, and 
our treaſure, to obtain for me the favour I beg of you, that my 
teart may remain fixed to him, with an upright intention, and a 
pure love; and that no creature may ever ſeparate me from him. 
) heavenly court! fo agreeable to your king and your judge, who 
yas formerly condemned by, or not known to the world; forget 
ot, among the blelſings ye poſſeſs in that happy country, him 
hat defires them in his exile; that being poſſeſſed with the thoughts 
your happineſs, he may never be drawn away by the falſe plea- 
ures of this life, Amen, | 
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XXI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. | ye 


Men's MUPISUT Ig againſt him. 


ROM bad judgments commonly WS murmurings, whi 

to good people are a pain fo much the greater, as they u 
not accuſtomed thereto: whereas others are foitened by time a 
habit. Murmuring is, as it were, the executioner of bad judy 
ment: for a wicked heart cannot do much hurt, if it does m 
entruſt the tongue with the execution of its bad deſigns, which 
afterwards accompliſhes, not only in diſcovering what was hidde 
but allo by colouring it in ſuch a manner, that there ſeems to h 
Juſtice in it. As almoſt all men are ſubject to this vice, ſome mor 


and others leſs; we ought not to flatter ourſelves with being able . 
avoid murmurings, ſince Chriſt himſelf did not avoid them; Vit 
ſince all the ſanctity of his perſon, and all the innocence of his l con 
did not preſerve him from them. x con 
mut 
He ſuffered that perſecution with the ſame patience as he did ail 0. 
others. They murmured againſt him, without any reſtraint, | 140 
the ſtreets, in public places, in houſes, in the ſynagogues, in u dn 
councils of the Jews, among the doctors of the law, and the chit 
perſons of the nation; and there were few entertainments, o I 
pames, or aſſemblies, wherein they did not ſpeak ill of him ag alu 
of his followers. If any one preſumed to defend him, he did bai vhs 
provoke others; and their hatred was exaſperated, in proportion i and 
the oppoſition it met with. ing 
of r 
They ſaid a ſinner could not work miracles; and that he wh ther 
truly a ſinner, who obſerved not the Sabbath-day. The pre and 
affirmed, that he was deſpiſed by the moſt conſiderable, and cf 
lowed only by the populace. The doctors murmured, becauſe i i fi 
called himſelf the Son of God. The Phariſees, who tho ever 
themſelves ſaints, made him paſs for an impoſtor, that had com b n 
ndence with devils; they could not even ſuffer him to have the 
with ſinners. They made a jeſt of his diiciples, becauſe they bey 
almoſt all poor, and of mean birth. They rallied thole i WW bin, 
thouſand manners who heard his doctrine; and all thoſe aro wo 
returned upon Chriſt. The malice of the Jes, joined to an WI vith 


nite number of falſe circumſtances, which are almoſt always add 


to theſe ſort vi dilcourics, was the cauſe of ſo many murmuring 
a 


and a pain fo ſenſible to our Saviour, that we owe him no leſs 
acknowledgment, for not allowing himfelf to be withdrawn, by 
theſe cruel tongues, from his defign of redeeming us, than for the 
yery work of our redemption. | | | 


II. We cannot comprehend, without having experienced it, 
what force this ſort of contradiftion has for ſtaggering the will, for 
taking away the inclination, of beſtowing favours on thoſe that 
murmur, and for making us abandon the good which we have 
begun. Though God, always faithful in his promiſes, had 
exactly fulfilled that which he made to Abrabam, of giview to his 
poſterity a land abounding in all ſorts of good things; yet he was 
pleaſed, to puniſh the murmurings of his people, that of that innu- 
merable multitude of men; whom he had delivered from the 
captivity of Egypt, there ſhouk] but two enter into the land of 


promie. 


The Son of God being become man; ſuffered all murmurings, 
without ceaſing to do gc2d, even to thoſe that murmured: he 
commanded his apoſtles to behave after the fame manner, in the 
converſion of the world; and advifed them to place themſelves above 
murmurings, by telling them; that i? /uffices for the diſciple to be as 
bis maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord. If they have called the 
maſter of the family Beelzebub, how much more theſe, who are bis 
domeſtics? Matt. x. 25. 


It is a great comfort to the ſervants of God, when they ſuffer 
alumny, to know, that thereby they become the ſervants of him 
who ſuffered it before them. But in order to preſerve that honour, 
and that ineſſimable privilege, they ought to be faithful in imitat- 
Ing their maſter in this point, by bearing, as he did, the murmurs 
of men. For the world being a place of miſeries and troubles, 
there is no perſon but what is expoſed to the as well as to others; 
and patience alone diſtinguiſhes the ſervants of God from the men 
of ce world: theſe ſuffer only againſt their wills, and with a heart 
0 full of impatience, that they often render themſelves more guilty, 
even than thoſe that make them ſuffer: but the ſervants of God 
i.mbly receive the puniſhment which they think they deſerve, for 
the expiation of their fins; or, if they have not deſerved them, 
tary bear them joyfully ; becauſe they are judged worthy of refem- . 
ding Chritt, who has no leſs offered his bleſſings to thoſe who 
would not receive them, than to thoſe who have received them 
zun thankſgiving. 
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III. The moſt chriſtian and efficacious means of confoundiy ; 
ſlanderers, is to inſtruct them in virtue, by patience, meeknes iſ” 
and good offices. There is no time leſs profitably employed th * 
that which is ſpent in hindering men from ſpeaking. He u 
loves to murmur, feeks not to have reaſon in what he ſays, but er 
have always what to ſay; and he never has a greater mclination w he 
ſpeak, than when the greateſt reaſons are brought for his ben. 
 filent, He murmured before, only againſt thy actions; but e 
preſent he will attack thy reaſons; he will ſoon paſs on to thy inten 
tions; and whatever thou ſhalt ſay to him, will only ſerve to furnildi'*”; 
new matter for his murmurings. | 


Ip ond 

Silence, meekneſs, perſeverance in good, and a holy and prudent 7 
diſſimulat ion, are the ſtrongeſt arms that can be made uſe of again ; 
flander: for if it proceeds from malice, it is ſufficiently punilbed MF.” 
by the diſpleaſure of not being able to ſatisfy itſelf againſt a wa 


enemy that does not defend himſelf. If it proceeds from 1gno- 
Trance, or a bad cuſtom, it is preſently put a ſtop to by ſilence, and 
continues not long. | | 


If there be any remedy for the evil that is faid of us, it 1s, not 
to regulate our conduct by the diſcourſes of men, but rather to 
give them no juſt ground to blame it. If we regulate the inten- 
tions of our heart, and the actions of our life, according to the 
holy maxims of the goſpel, we ought to give ourſelves no trouble 
about what men ſay of us. Experience even teaches us, tht 
there is no rock more dangerous in the way of virtue, than to 
conſider what people will ſay; and that a man, who ſubjects him. 
ſelf to this law, will not long remain faithful to that of God. Far 
there are few people that have ſtrength enough for reſiſting a fnend 
a ſuperior, an equal, and the torrent of a great number. The feat 
of diſpleaſing one fingle man, that ſays, againſt all reaſon, what 
ever comes into his mind, has often more power for diſcouraging 
us, than our moſt preſſing duties have for ſupporting us. 


Wherefore Chriſt often foretels his ſervants, that they ſhall not 
be free from the reproach of unjuſt tongues; but in order to pleat 
him, they ought to ſhut their ears, and ſtick cloſe to their dutis 
without conſidering what is ſaid of them. Let not good peopit 
therefore ſuffer themſelves to be moved by theſe diſcourſes, but 


endeavour to raiſe themſelves above them, by their conſtancy in the im 
practice of virtue, deft 


IV. Chriſt ſaid, by the mouth of David; Pſ. cxix. 1, 2: Nie 
I uas in tribulation I cried to the Lord, and be beard me: C = 


- 
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gives thanks to God, his father, for having heard him againſt thoſe 
hat murmured; not by ſhutting their mouths, but by giving him 
ſtrength to ſuffer their murmurin;;s. For that compleat victory of 
he juſt, which confiſts in confounding injuſtice, is reſerved to the 


ds © 5 RE od. 


reproach. We ſenſeleſs eſteemed their life madneſs, and their end with- 


„ 


nd their lot is among the ſaints, 


Imitate our Lord, and to leave every thing elle to him. 


LF W V1 


However this does not hinder, but that we may ſometimes be 
bliged to give a reaſon for our conduct, either in public or in 
privace, when the ſalvation of our neighbour, the good of the 


as far as we ought, we admit no paſſion therein: and that we do 


burſelves on one hand, we ſhall fall on the other into the crime of 
bur accuſers. | 


e ought to follow therein the advice of ſome ſervant of God; 
nd take care, above all things, not to complain too much againſt 
hoſe that uſe us ill, and not to exaggerate the injury they do us: 
lor the more juſt theſe complaints may appear, the more dangerous 
hey are to the foul; by thus complaining, it loſes the purity of 
patience, falls into preſumption, diſ-edifies neighbours, weakens 
the vigour of charity, and attributes to itſelf a part of the judg- 
ment, which belongs entirely to God. So that if after theſe 
complaints, it happens to enter ſeriouſly into itſelf, it will very 
fen find more to correct there, than in the tongue of ſlanderers, 
which it makes ſo many complaints. It is much better at that 
me to make them to God, who ſees all things, deſiring none but 
lim to be the witneſs of what we ſuffer, pouring out our hearts 
tore him, and remembering, that in ſilence and meekneſs ok 
pirit, there is a hidden treaſure of ſpiritual goods, which depends 
ly on us to find out. Happy is he that finds it, and enjoys in 
fret, that precious gift which ſlanderers are unacquainted with. 


V. Slander 


liver my ſoul from wicked lips, and from a deceitful tongue. He 


ft judgment; when the impious, who have torn them here by 
their landers, ſeeing them elevated into glory, ſhall fay ; Wil. v. 3. 
Theſe are they whom we had ſome time in derifion, and in a parable of 
put boncur. Behold how they are counted among the children of God, 
The ſervants of God ought therefore to be perſuaded, that it is 


bfing time to endeavour to appeaſe thoſe that murmur; that this 
life is ſhort, and that the beſt way is to /fer with patience, to 


hurch, and the glory and ſervice of God require it: but then we 
mult do it with ſuch moderation, that in exa&tly ſatisfying the truth 


not murmur againſt thoſe that murmur; otherwiſe by juſtifying 


But becauſe we almoſt always exceed in what concerns ourſelves, 


— 


V. Slander is an incurable diſorder: it is therefore unprofitabl 
to endeavour to heal it; and we qught to deſpiſe it, if we ar 
defirous of preſerving the tranquillity of our heart. For the mat 
part of thoſe who ſlander, do it, either to divert themſelves, or tg 
injure us. Thoſe that ſlander merely for the pleaſure of Nlanderig 
have little ſcruple about ir, what pain foever they occaſion other 
thereby, and do not imagine they ſtand in need of any remed, 
Their pleaſure is even augmented, when one is traubled at whit 
they ſay; and they are by ſo much the more excited to ſpeak, a 
one bears their words more impatiently. 


For this reaſon, the ancient philoſophers ſo prudently adviſed, 
to conſider ſlanders as ſalutary inſtructions, and as a mirror which jake 
repreſents our defects to us. For what a friend excuſes out of friend er 
ſhip, or diſſembles out of conſideration, or ſees not out of negli- fen 
gence; the ſlanderer ſpeaks it freely, and ſhews us clearly the vice pal. 
we ought to be afraid of. Which made St. Bernard ſay, Lib. 4 e. 
Confid. That virtue would be weakened, and would loſe its while WK 
luſtre, if it remained without exerciſe; that flanderers and perſecutars 
are they that exerciſe it; aud that by ſuffering their violences, and dung 
them good for evil it becomes purer and more perfect. 


But I know not whether I may not complain of this ſame ſaint P. 
for having added, that the religious were very ſubject to mur- 
muring. That vice was certainly very ſenũble to him, ſince he 
could not reſolve with himſelf to conceal it. May God grant his 
grace to all thoſe that are religious, that this reproach may not fall . 
upon them; and that we may all have continually before our eyes 
this ſentence of the apoſtle St. James, i. 26. Now if any oe 
imagine himſelf to be religious, not bridling his tongue, but deceiving li 
heart, this man's religion is vain. 2 | 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt, concerning the murmurings of men. 


ADORE thee, O infinite goodneſs! O my Lord and my 


. 
| 


ch happineſs I give thee a thouſand thanks for all the means thou 
rect uſe of, and for all the pains thou ſuffereſt, in order to 
engage me from the love of earthly things. If L had my eyes 
een, how could I remain one moment fixed to the world, whoſe 
alice is ſo great, that it preſumes to riſe up againſt thee, O my 
+ Wovercign happineſs! how could I live without bleſfing thee? Why 


am I in this life? Ah, Lord, put me in a place where I may 
raiſe thee without interruption; lead me into the company of 
thoſe pure ſpirits who behold thee, prize thee, love thee, and 
adore ther; and whoſe whole occupation is to glorify thy holy 
name. But till thou beitowelt this favour upon me, give my heart 
a profound contempt of human praiſes, and of all thoſe tongues 
that know not how to honour thee. Though every part of our 
bodies were to be changed into tongues, and all the celeſtial ſpints 
were to join us in praiſing what thou haſt done for us; what would 
It be in compariſon of what thou art, of what thou deſerveſt, and 
of the love which thou haſt expreſſed for us? And yet this ſingle 
tongue which thou haſt given to each of us, is employed in nothing 
ls than in bleſſing thee. 


s there any thing in thee, O thou love of my ſoul! but what 
ve might and ought to praiſe ? Why ſhould we refule thee praiſes ? 
Is i becauſe thou eateſt with ſinners? obſerveſt not the Sabbath day? 

and converſeſt with the poor and mean people, rather than with the 
proud and rich of the world? Is it becauſe the Phariſzes ſay, that 
thou art poſſeſſed with the devil, and art a Samaritan ? that thou 
halt done no good to men? that they found nothing commendable 
n thee, nor have felt the effects of thy divine virtue? Were they 
not ſenſible of thy mercy and meekneſs? and were they ſo blind 
to ſee nothing in thee but their own vices? How then, O my 
God ! can I defire that the world ſhould ſee in me what it has not 
Lain thee ? and that it ſhould ſay the good of me which it did. 
adt-lay of thee ? 


Since 


1 
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Since death and life are in the power of the tongue, Prov. xvii, 3 
and ſince the world has ſaid nothing of thee, who art the true li 
but words of death; Lord thou wilt open my lips, and my mouth ſp 
ſhew forth thy praiſe, Pf, l. 17. With my whole heart I will prüß int 
chy infinite greatneſs ; I will give thee thanks for the bleſſing t tt 
ungrateful people have not acknowledged in thee. I will bleſs dor 
as long as I live, O thou life of my foul! becauſe they hai 
murmured againſt thee, for thoſe very favours thou boſtowedſt qq 
them. | | 


J adore that charitable condeſcenſion, O my Saviour! which 
made thee converſe and eat with ſinners, that thou mighteſt gain 
them to thee. For, alas! what hould become of me, if thoy hat d 
didſt converſe only with the juſt ? What hopes ſhould I have of 
obtaining the pardon of my fins, if I faw none but ſaints in thy 
company? What would become of my wounds and 1nfirmines 
if thou didſt not enter into the houſes of the fick ? Let the Pha- 
riſees ſay what they will of thee, thou art my ſalvation, my mercy, 
and my refuge. The table of ſinners is no leſs ſuitable to thee than 
that of- angels; and the fire of thy love will alſo the better diſcover 
its ſtrength on a matter that is hard and difficult to be burnt, 
Enter, therefore, into my heart, O God of love! abide and ext 
with me: and fince thou knoweſt how thou ſhalt be received, 
and the little I can preſent thee with, thou wilt have the goodnels 
to bear with the poverty of this houſe. Every thing in it is poor, 
cold, and diſagreeable. Thou wilt find nothing in it but faint 
defires, corrupt and ſinful works, capable of diſguſting thee. Thou 
canſt not however, O thou Lord of my ſoul ! diſpenſe with thyſelf 
from entering therein, ſince I deſire it; and thou inſpireſt me with 
the defire thereof. Thou wilt put all things there in ſuch a ſtate 
as thou wouldſt have them, all bleſſings will come thither with thee, 
and thou wilt receive thyſelf therein. 


Remember after ſaying, that thou wilt come to bim, and make th 
ebede with him, that loves thee, and keeps thy words, John x1v. 23. 
thou haſt not ccaſed to take care of ſinners, to ſeek them, and 
viſit them, though they neither loved nor knew thee ; far thou 
comeſt to the juſt, becauſe they love thee; and to ſinners, that 
they may love thee. Raiſe up therefore thy ſpirit in me, O my 
God! fill my heart with thy love, and repair all the diſorders thou 
findeſt therein. If the Phariſees murmur at it, the angels will rejoice, 
and I ſhall bleſs thee eternally for it. 


IL, 1 bib 
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| 


ling good to men. When thy divine love, always active, after 
uring created the world in ſix days, reſted on the ſeventh, it was 
at that it might remain in idleneſs. The Phariſees, who were 
orant of that ſecret of thy love, murmured at the good which 


hee alone on that day. But let the world ſay of me what it pleaſes, 


bat defire whereby thou art willing to dwell and repoſe in me; I 
lore that goodneſs by which thou calleſt thyſelf he Lord of the 
th, Matt. xii. 8. in order to beſtow favours upon me on that 
u, as well as on all the others, in which thou didſt create the 


eneficent a will, 


f devils. Thoſe that murmured againſt thee, being blinded by 
e malice of their heart, knew not what they ſaid; but I, who 


d foundeſt miſerable people thereon, wounded by their enemies, 
thout help or remedy ; concerned at their miſery, thou carriedſt 
em upon thy ſhoulders, dreſſedſt their wounds, and ſhewedſt 
em thereby, that thou waſt truly our neighbour and friend. 


lible what thy joy was, when being called a Samaritan out of 
ntempt, thy tenderneſs and compaſſion had obliged thee to become 


ne for nie. 


On the one hand thou waſt afflicted to ſee that thoſe ſlanderers 
knowledged not the grace thou grantedſt them; and on the other 
ou hadſt an extreme deſire that they would permit thee to heal their 
ounds, Thou waſt not pleaſed that charity towards our neighbour, 
which thou haſt given us ſo expreſs a command, ſhould make us 


our beſt and true neighbour, do thou thyſelf obſerve the law 
ach thou haſt given us; perform thou in regard of me, what 
du wouldſt have me to perform in regard of thee ; love me, 

>. make 


m. 1 bleſs thee now, O Lord! for being pleaſed to take no 
er reſt on the Sabbath-day, than that which thou foundeſt in 


dou didſt at that time: they knew not that thy Sabbath, O my 
od! is to take thy reſt in my ſoul, and that for this reaſon thou 
aſt commanded, that I ſhould be taken up with nothing elſe but 


acknowledge and adore that eternal love, which induced thee, 
r my 2 to create ſo many creatures from nothing. I adore 


myerſe. Let not my fins, O my God! hinder the effects of ſo 


| adore thee, O divine reputed Samaritan! vanquiſher and enemy 


now this truth, give thee thanks for having taught me it. Thou 
dt appear, O my Saviour! under the figure of a ſinner, and as 
Samaritan, unknown to the world. Taou travelledſt on earth, 


Diſcover to me, O divine love! that charitable heart: make me 


we any neighbour dearer to us than thou art. Thou, O Lord! 
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make me feet the effects of thy love; be ever with me; hay 
thy eyes continually upon me; fince it is from thee I am to receing 
the power, ſtrength, and light which I have need of, for accon- 
pliſhing what thou deſireſt of me, | | 


IV. I alfo bleſs thee, O divine Jeſus! and adore with my whale 
heart, that great mercy which thou haſt teſtified ta finners ; when 
without entering into the houſes of the prieſts, the doctors of th 
law, and the great and powerful of the world, thou hearedſt the 
defires of Zacheus the ſinner, who was defirous of ſeeing thee, 
and receiving thee into his houſe ; though thou kneweft they would 
murmur thereat. Whence comes this, O Lord? Is it therefan 
poſſible that the deſires of ſinners, imperfect as they are, ſhould 
be fo precious in thy ſight ? En 


But is there, O my Jeſus! a greater ſinner than I am? I defi 
thee as Zacbeus did, O my ſalvation! I deſire thee, O my ſovereign 
good! I defire thee, O my mercy ! I defire thee, O my riches, ny 
triend, my redeemer, my father, my treaſure, my whole glory, 
and all my felicity! I languiſh with the deſire of ſeeing thee ; but 
I am fo little, as well as Zacbeus, that the multitude wherewith1 
am encompaſied hinders me from ſeeing thee. All my comfort x 
that thou ſeeſt me, knoweſt me, and doſt not require my deſire to 
be perfect, provided it be ſincere. 


Grant therefore, O eternal truth ! that this imperfe& heart ma 
at leaſt deſire thee fincerely. Look upon me with mercy, as thou 
didſt upon Zacbeus and Matthew. Come unto me, and grant that 
I may receive thee with love and joy. Bring ſalvation and peact 
to this houſe, abide in it always, and ſeek not tor thoſe where thou 
art not deſired. 


V. I bleſs thee, O my God! for all the favours thou haſt beſtonet 
on the world, and which it has not acknowledged; for all the 
actions on account of which it murmured againſt thee : and 1 gt 
thee a thouſand thanks for having vouchſafed to ſuffer the perfſect- 
tion of thoſe yenemous tongues, for my conſolation. Teach m 
that ſweet truth, which thy holy prophet declared to us, when it 
ſaid of thee: Thou ſhalt hide them in the fecret of thy face from in 
difturbance of men. Thou foalt protect them in thy tabernacle from it 
eoutradiftion lengues, Pl. xxx. 21, 22, 


Hor 
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How happy a retreat is this, O my God and how charming a 
fuge is the ſecret of thy countenance ! When wilt thou receive my 
art therein, that I may become inſenſible to all the diſcourſes of 
n? they fay what they do not ſee, and what they do not know. 
\t what does not he ſee who is hidden in the ſecret of thy coun- 
"ance ? who is refreſhed with the ſalutary waters of thy grace, 
eWW..cihcd with thy heavenly bread ? who enjoys thy ſecret commu- 
tion, and poſſeſſes that hidden treaſure which the world knows 
eo; Why, O Lord! am I fo ſenſible of what men ſay, but 
eue I alſo love what they eſteem, and do not reliſh what is 
dden in thee ? | | | | 


If thou be my food and life, what matters it to me their ſaying 
am poor and miſerable? If I am wholly poſſeſſed with thy love, 
ght I to be afflifted when they ſhall fay I am good for nothing? 
t me, O my God ! be unprofitable to the world, provided I be 
ſſefſed with thee. Let men ſay what they pleaſe, provided I 
ar thee, Let them murmur againſt me, provided I enjoy thee, 
them reject me, provided I find thee. Let them tear me to 
jeces, provided 1 ſatisfy thee. What hurt will all their diſcourſes 
me, or rather what advantage ſhall I not reap from thence, 
love thee, Ogthou only happineſs of my ſoul ! Break aſunder, 
ye Heavens! be opened, ye eternal Gates! and let me behold 
Lord, and ſovereign good. But what do IL fay, O my divine 
eſus! Heaven is deaf and hears me not; thy heart is my true 
caven, it has eyes to ſee me, ears to hear me, a will to love 
e, wiſdom to know me, light to guide me, and beauty to 


arm me. 


Thou beholdeſt me, O Ziving Heaven and penetrateſt my 


hat 2 
ace oſt ſecret thoughts: ſhew thyſelf alſo to me, and make me fee 
oy at is in thee. Receive me, incloſe me within thee, and after 


at let them ſpeak what they will againſt me. O Divine Heaven! 
Imiable Heaven! of thyſelf thou art neither hardened nor ſhut 
anſt ſinners; be not ſo againſt me. If I am dry and ſterile, let 
divine dew fall upon me: if I am blind, impart thy light to 
e; i I am loaded with fins, beſtow thy mercies upon me. 


<v-BY | know thou deſireſt me, and thou knoweſt I defire thee; open 
ien thy arms and receive me. I ought to love and bleſs thee ; - 
+ t thou oughteſt to poſſeſs me: may I depart from myſelf and 


e in thee, O divine love! that granteſt me the grace of deſiring 
&, thou knoweſt me and knoweſt thyſelf. Perform in me 
"ever thou pleaſeſt, and aſk me afterwards whatever thou 
lt, 


Joy 


\ | VI. O king 


\ 
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VI. O king of glory ! who ſufferedſt thyſelf to be called Bak 
for the conſolation of thy ſervants, and haſt fo ſenſibly fer 4 
pains that I ought to endure; and in order to mitigate them to x 
haft vouchlafed to endure them before me in all their rigour ; u 
me to value the happineſs of reſembling thee. The world jul 
that a ſubje ought to eſteem his king, ſo far as to ſuffer for by 
labours, injuries, dangers, and death itſelf : what ought I not the 
fore to do for thee ? | 


K ü 
t fe 


When thou propoſedſt thyſelf as a maſter and model to m 
thou kneweſt their weakneſſes ; caſt thy gyes upon mine, O L 
and tear from my heart that delicacy it poſſeſſes in regard of world 
eſteem: thou knoweſt it would be indifferent to me, had I nd 
deſire of pleaſing the world. When will the time come, On 
God! when blamed even by thy ſervants, I ſhall no longer del 
to pleaſe any but thee alone ? WP 


I recerve from thee all the goods of body and ſoul, and alf er 
pet thoſe of Heaven from thee. Is it therefore fo great a puniſh 
ment to bear with wicked tongues for the love of thee? If I an 
ſo happy as to pleaſe thee, ought I not to be comforted when! 
diſpleaſe the world? Thou knoweſt, O divine wiſdom ! the imper 
ſection of my heart, thou feeſt how ſenſible it is of what is fa 
and how afraid it is of what ſhall be ſaid. Illuminate me with th 
light, that I may diſcover that truth ; and ſupport me by th 
power, that I may give no juſt occaſion of murmuring again 
me; that I may ſincerely ſeek to ſatisfy thee ; that I may not be 
withdrawn from thence by any thing that men can ſay; and that 
may not loſe time in juſtifying myſelf with them; but let Mn 
whole life be ſpent in the deſire of pleaſing thee, and of ſufferngh 1. 


every thing for thy love. 


VII. O maſter of eternal truth! thou haſt commanded ws tt 
pray for thoſe that calumniate us; and thou wilt not be prayed Hon 
but that we may be heard, I beſeech thee therefore, O my G0 
to pardon all thoſe that ſpeak ill of me. Thou knoweſt that tief 
ſay much leſs of me than I deſerve; and that the malice wil 
which they perſecute me, equals not the goodneſs with which tho 
ſupporteſt me: but thou, O Lord! canſt remedy every thing, 
giving me grace to amend, and to them that of ſlandering me N 


mo. den 


Permit not any of thoſe that have coſt thee ſo dexr, to periſh a 
my account. Make them know the purity of thy love, that tld 
may beg them; the ſweetneſs of thy converſation, that they a 


>» 
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Lit, and the blefſings'thou communicareſt to thoſe that love thee, 
being poſſeſſed with thee, they may think no more of me; 
t for my comfort, but for their ſpiritual profit. 6+ ken 


lnſtruct thoſe criminal tongues to ſing forth thy mercies, that 
F may honour thee after having oftended . thee. Infuſe thy 


myſelf what they find to reproach me with; and unite us all by 
fincere love, that we may bleſs thee all together. 


Obtain for me, O mother of God! and for all thoſe wn 
of me, a place among the domeſtics of your ſon. And 

fled ſpirits! obtain that our tongues may here below continually 
iſe him whom ye eternally praiſe in heaven. Amen. 


His doftrine being contradifed, and his works cenſured. 


5 NE fin that is grown into a habit, commonly draws many 


Noos than the firſt: for, as St. Gregory ſays, that fault which is 
_ 1 away by penance, draws us by its own weight into new di. 
ders; and a man who watches over himſelf, knows by bis experience, 
at if be neg 2s to mortify the inclination which be feels to any parti- 
ar vice, that vice preſently opens a door to many others. For that 
lon the devil applies himſelf above all things to entertain that 
clination in us: and provided he obtains what he defires therein, 
takes very little trouble about oppoſing. us in the good we do 
icrwiſe ; being aſſured that whilſt this door is open to him, he 
ll always find the occaſion and means of doing us hurt. It is 
0 of very little concern to him whether theſe fins be great or 
ul, provided they be habitual : for though a perſon does not 
ten fall into conſiderable faults, the lighteſt becomes dangerous 
ben they are neglected, and —y to the words of the 


I le man: He that contemus ſmall things ſhall fall by little and little, 


clus, xix. 1. 
i 


This 


zrity into their ſlandering hearts, that they may help me to & 
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others after it, which are often even greater and more dan- 


— — 
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This is often | obſerved in religious houſes, where every gg; 
more taken up with the care of his perfection; one does not th 
fall on a ſudden into diſſolution by great faults ; but by:-deome 
by ſmall negligences; neither do they all fall together they 
the evil begins by one or two, who are followed by ſome c 


and at lait by all. They fall back by degrees, ſlacken at f \ 
from their original fervour, neglect ſilence, and give way to Mace 
ſipation; then they fall to murmuring, from thence into impatemi i 5: 
afterwards into diſobedience, and at laſt into a diſguſt of their wi the) 
and diſcipline, con 
to C 
Some loſe interior recollection by ſlothfulneſs, others by H ſum 
affection to trifles, many by viſits, and by correſpondence n. 
the world. Thus, from theſe ſmall threads, which appear nothinrur! 
in the beginning, through the neglect of ſuperiors, who ate Tb 
attentive to great diſorders, are formed ſuch ſtrong bonds as c him 
be broken either by ſword or fire. as ti 
| peo 
The natural inclination we have to fin, will always produce tho fend 
evils, if we are not careful to ſtop their progreſs in the beginnin 
What diforders, for example, does not the habit of murmuny 
cauſe, which ſeems at firſt to be only a diverſion? From the 1 
proceed lies, raſh judgments, malicious interpretations, ſandeſ tber 
falſe witneſs, anger, indignatien, contempt, mockery, and ate (cle 
wards the obligation of reſtoring honour, which is ſcarcely e that 
done, As: | doct 
| Chr 
In fine, the cuſtom of murmuring at every thing, ſpreads Wſ"«! 
much corruption over our judgments, that good is called en 
and virtue itſelf is reproved, through our paſſion for contradia !! 
for weakening the authority of others, and for doing them all r, 
injury we can. | bleſl 
alout 
II. We need no other proof of this, than the exceſs thoſe ill The 
into that murmured againſt Chriſt ; ſince they ſoon went fo far ne 
contradict his doctrine, and cenſure his works. The more ck finclt 
his doctrine was, the more they endeavoured to obſcure it; a a 
more admirable his works were, the more they endeavoured to« 
cry them. Ba 
C 
The ſpirit of murnwring, for not being ſtifled in its birth, * 
caſioned all theſe evils; and beſides the injury i did to thole tl "ma 
gave themielves up to it, it alſo extremely afflicted our Sami 5 
. becauſe it offended him in what was moſt ſenſible to him: fort * 


hindered thereby, the progreſs of the goſpel, ſcandaliſed — 
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fapgered the ſtrong, encouraged the wicked, hardened the incre- 
dulous, and gave to Chriſt the diſpleaſure of ſeeing himfelf 
obliged to employ the time in reſiſting evil which he had appointed 
for doing good. — 


When he made them hope for the pardon of their ſins, they 
accuſed him of blaſphemy; when he proved himſelf to be the 
Sm of God, they {aid that be gave teſtimony of bimſelf ; and thus 
they eluded the virtue of the prodigies which he wrought for the 
confirmation of his doctrine. They aſked, him in public, in order 
to deſiroy his credit with the people, by what authority he pre- 
ſumed to preach and work miracles? When he wrought any in the 
ſynagogues, for authorizing the doctrine he preached therein, 
turned out the people, under pretence that it was the Sabbath-day. 
They often aſſembled, in order to find out the means of hindering 
him from doing ſo under colour of the public good, and for fear, 
25 they ſaid, the Romans ſhould think that they ſtirred up the 
people to ſedition. If his ſecret diſciples faid any thing in his de- 
fznce, they were run down by the out-cries of the multitude. ' 


The Phariſees ſeeing that the truth always prevailed, ſaid 
themſelves; John xit. 19. Do you fee that we prevail nothing? 
bebuld the whole world is gone after him? Which clearly ſhews, 
that the malice and averſign they had in their hearts againſt his 
doctrine, was ſtill greater than what appeared outwardly. But 
Chriſt knew their intentions, and by his divine wiſdom, penetrated 
their molt ſecret thoughts. 


III. Seeing him one day followed by a great crowd of 

carrying palin branches in their hands, and giving him a thouſand 
bleſſings, they were tranſported with rage thereat, and complai 
aloud becauſe he did not make that multitude hold their 

They propoled to him, in the preſence of all the people, ſuch queſ- 
tions as they thought difficult, in order to confound him; but 
finding themſelves confounded by his anſwers, they were forced 
to have recourle to more ſecret artiſices for ruining him. 


Chriſt thus ſpent the three years of his preaching in continual 
contradictions, till his enemies, leeing all their endeavours unpro- 
table, reſolved to ſeize him: but the officers, who were charged 
herewith, returned without executing that order, being charmed 
"ith the doctrine of our Saviour. They then forbad the people 
b follow him, under ſevere pcnalties; and as they were daily in- 
formed 
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formed of the new prodigies he had wrought, they took care ſtrich 
to examine all thoſe that had been cured, in order to find, eve 
in his miracles, ſome ground for condemning him. | 


Thus it was they behaved, in regard of the paralytic healed x 
the fide of the pool; and in regard of the man born blind; wh 
for having too clearly ſatisfied all their queſtions, was ſhameful 
turned out of the 3 They would likewiſe have py 
Lazarus to death, who had been newly raiſed to life again, he 
cauſe many people believed in Chriſt on account of that mirade 
In fine, they perſecuted that divine lamb on all occaſions ; he hi 
complained of it long before, by the prophet 7aiah Ixv. 2. and ke 
has alſo complained-of it ſince, by the apoſtle St. Paul; Rom. x. 
All the day I have ſpread forth my hands to a people that. believeth wy 
and that was contradicting me. He withdrew ſometimes from Judy 
to give way to the ſtorm, or elſe he remained ſecretly there iu 
ſome days; and returned from time to time to ſee whether his ene- 
mies were not ſoftened a little, When he - diſappeared, they n- 
2 with ſeverity, to be informed where he was; and when he 

ewed himſelf, they were vexed becauſe they could not hurt him 
They followed him every where, in order to find occaſions of ops 
poſing him, and thus they occaſioned him a thouſand trouble 
who {ought only their ſalvation, 


It cannot be expreſſed how greatly he was concerned at their in- 
gratitude ; but it is ſtill more incredible to what lengths the malig 
nity of the human heart runs, when it once becomes obſtinate i 
contradicting the known truth, and the works of God. For whit 
reaſon had they to perſecute Chriſt in ſuch a manner? He did nd 
avoid their company; he diſdained not to eat with them; be 
went into their houfes, when invited thither ; he healed their fick; 
and taught them heavenly truths, with an admirable mecknels at 
Patience, | 


IV. He never ſought to diminiſh their credit, reputation, goods 
or freedom. He even publicly declared, that people were obligt 
to obey the Scribes and Phariſees, and to do every thing they com 
manded, although they oppoſed him in every thing. After &: 
preſſing to him, that, upon his word, they were ready to acknon- 
ledge St. Jobn Baptiſt for their Meſſias, they would not receive # 
himſelf in that quality. But obſtinacy, in contradicting the tru 
did not end with that ungrateful people. This is a perſecuria 
which good people, for a 2 of their virtue, ſaffer ſtill dull 
not only from unknown perſons, but from their friends, relation 
brethren, from thoſe whom they have obliged, and often, e 


160 


XXII. Suffering of Obrif. 299 


om perſons having the greateſt reputation and authority in the 
world; and whoſe hatred is ſo much the more dangerous, as it is 
ommonly covered with the veil of juſtice and piety. This croſs is 
© ſevere that the ſervant of God ſtands in need of a great deal of 
co:tancy, that he may not let himſelf be caſt down, when nothing 
5; omitted for depriving him of all credit in the employments af his 
zeal. | 


Ic is the cuſtom of the corrupt world, to diſcredit thoſe who are 
moſt neceſſary to it, and from whom it might draw the greateſt 
advantages; not that it fears any evils from them, but becauſe it 
chuſes rather to be deprived of all thoſe benefits, than to receive them 
from others and to remain in 1ts mifery, than to ſee the ſucceſs 
and reputation of thoſe who retire from it. A ſecret jealouſy has 
more power over it, than juſtice, conſcience, the love of our neigh- 
bour, or the conſideration of the public good, and its own intereſt ; 
and its firſt care is always to oppoſe the deſigns and reputation of the 
ſervants of God, "Ip 


Such was the malice of the Jews; fot nothing could be either 
more glorious or more profitable, than to have adhered to Chriſt, 
the Lord of heaven and earth, the holy of holies, the mafter of 
the elements, and the tree of life and death. But left it ſhould not 
be thought they had no eſteem for him, they reſolved to croſs him 
WJ" all things. When the poiſon of envy has once ſeized thoſe that 
make proteſſion of virtue, they become cruel perſecutors; and it is 
MJ: moſt impoſſible to reclaim them; becauſe, under pretence . of 
real, they abandon themſelves entirely to their paſſion, and per- 
of ecute virtue, perſuading themſelves that they at the fame time 
8 uport it. | 


V. Many things might here be ſaid for the confolation of the juſt, 
vo ſuffer a like contradiction, always extremely ſenſible to thoſe 
who love God and their neighbour truly. But ſince the Lord 
vhom they ſerve, permits it fo for enriching their crown, it ought 
to ſuffice them to caſt their eyes upon Chriſt, and to give him 
lanks becauſe they are judged worthy of being treated like him, 
vo 1s their model and judge. 273 1 


Much more ſtill might be ſaid for the correction of thoſe that are 
ſubject to this vice; but ſince they ſhut their eyes againſt the light, 
Wh9 can heal their blindneſs? Let us endeavour at leaſt to hinder 
ochers from falling therein, by repreſenting to them that place of 
the prophet Oſce, iv. 1, 2. where God having ſaid, that he could 
0 longer forbear to puniſh the great ſins of his people, becauſe 
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there is no truth, and there is no mercy, and there is no knowledy 
God in. the land. Curjing, and lying, and manſlaughter, and the 
and adultery, have over flowed, and blood hath touched blood, he then adg, 
to juſtify the terrible threatening, and to ſhew the height of thy 
people's malice, that they were as thoſe, that gainſay the prieft ; 2. 
he had ſaid, that the crimes of thoſe people were aſcended to ſuchy 
degree of enormity, that they equalled that of contradicting the 
prieſts. For the prieſts having been given them for the preſeryatin 
of religion, the knowledge of the true God, and the purity of hy 
law; for reconciling chem with God by prayers and ſacrifices; u 
contradict the prieſts, is to deprive themſelves of all relief, and 9 ( 
deſpiſe all remedies. What a crime was it then to contradict the to: 
ſovereign truth, the Son of the living God, the eternal prieſt, u. to: 
cording to the order of Melchiſedech, the Redeemer and Saviour of WT 
all men? Whatever may be {aid on this head, cannot be ſpoken vii « 
too much exaggeration. at 


But becauſe it happens that one may ſometimes fall into this dil Nabe. 
order, without knowing how great an evil it is to contradict ele 
known truth; we ought to learn here, that the habit of contradd- and 
ing good, is a kind of compact with the father of lies, a fin agi C 
the Holy Ghoſt, and an almoſt invincible obſtacle to ſalvation: duc 
becauſe every truth, in what man ſoeyer it is found, is a participaia H enli 
of the divine wiſdom. Thus, to oppoſe the truth which is preachel abw. 
to us, is to oppoſe God himſelf: and he who accuſtoms himſelf u cant 
maintain, contrary to the light which is manifeſted to him, what Heri 
has once advanced; and will not retract his error when he knows For 
by degrees goes fo far as to loſe all reſpect for truth and vim ga 
and to contradict, without remorſe, every thing that is moſt evideat WW mo! 


and holy. | thy 

Wherefore the wiſe man adviſes us, that we do not gainſoy u ' 
word of truth by any means, and that we be aſhamed of the he of me 
ignorance, Eccluſ. iv. 30. For there is not a more certain mark it { 


a weak mind, than neither to be able to maintain the truth, nd 
to renounce error. Truth is fo beautiful and ſo conformable 
our nature, that it perfects a man, and makes him free, according led: 
the words of eternal truth, John viii, 32. that 
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th On Chriſt ſuffering ContradiFions in his dofirine. 


Divine Word, Son of the living God, eternal and ſovereign 
Truth! in order to bleſs thee, 1 join myſelf to all the angels, 
to all the bleſſed, and to all the Juſt; to all thy holy church, 
to all thy creatures, to all thy works, which glorify thee continually. 
Thou art my way, my truth, and my life. Thou art the way whereby 
| come to thee, the truth whereby I know thee, and the life 
whereby I live in thee; he way without danger, the truth without 
deceit, and the liſe without death. He who walks not with thee, 
goes aſtray ; he who ſees not by thy light, is blind; and he who 
Ives not in thee, is ever dy ing. Thou art a ſecure way, a pure truth, 
and a true life. Thou art the living Ged, whom I ſerve, the true 
Cad, whom I adore, and the infallible God, whom I follow. Con- 
duct me, O Lord! that I may never follow any other way; 
enlighten me, that I may continually behold thy truth; and, hve 
always in me, that I may have no other life but thee. And be- 
cauſe good can only come from thy hand, deliver me from the 


evil which I ought to fear from my enemies and from myſelf. 
bor if thou delivereſt me not from thence, I ſhall ſoon fall back 
ut, 


gain by my own weakneſs, and ſhall then become ſo much the 
more miſerable, as thou halt the more liberally prevented me with 
tay merctes, | 


Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that thy light will only ſerve to blind 
me the more, if it does not penetrate the bottom of my heart, and 
It { walk not wh it enlightens me. Remember thou ſaidſt to 
thoſe who thought themſelves enlightened, that God would have 
them to acknowledge their blindneſs, and for want of acknow- 
kdging it, they became more blind, John ix. 41. I acknowledge 
that J was born blind, and that of myſelf I ſhall always be ſo: 
Jeſus fon of David have mercy on me; grant that I may behold thee, 
tat I may know thee in thy works; and being charmed with the 
beauty of thy light, I may follow thee every where. Herein I 
ak thee nothing but what thou thyſelf art deſirous of giving me, 
and what has coſt thee ſo much labour. Give me thy grace, that 
may defire it: grant that I may merit it, by earneſtiy deſiring it; 
nd may I receive it afterwards with an humble acknowiedgment- 
U 2 As 
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As thou wilt not have thy bleſſings become profitable to g; 
without my correſpondence, ſo I cannot profit thereby without thy 
grace. Teach me therefore to know them, defire them, reci 
them, love them, and eſteem them, that they may at laſt rendy 
me ſuch as thou deſireſt me to be. 


II. And how, O Lord! canſt thou refuſe me what I aſk the, 
though I be unworthy thereof, and know not how I ought to beg 
it of thee? Art thou not the ſame moſt merciful Lord, who did 
ſpread forth thy hands all the day full of bleffings to an increduly 
people, rebellious and contradicting, Ja. Ixv. 2. Since thou art the 
ſame, and thy arm is not ſhortened, or thy love diminiſhed; and 
ſince thou art no leſs my Saviour, than that of all men, hear ne, 
help me, and make me ſenſible of thy mercies. 


Remember with what goodneſs thou treatedſt that incredyloy 
nation, with what meekneſs thou bearedſt with it, and with whati 

tience thou overlookedſt their continual contradictions. Thy 
light had blinded them in ſuch a manner, that they could nat 

ſuffer others to be enlightened therewith. They endeavoured w 
obſcure thy virtues by their calumnies, and to remove men from 
thy knowledge and love. They oppoſed the cleareſt truths 
They weakened, as much as poſſible, the authority of thy miracles; 
and in the preſence of all the people withſtood thy heavenly 
doctrine. They roſe up every where againſt thee; became more 
hardened and wicked by the good thou didſt them, more guilty by 
thy patience, more hardened by thy tenderneſs, more blind by thy 
light, more fick by thy remedies, and more liable to damnation by 
thy redemption; becauſe they hated their ſalvation, and loved ther 
perdition. 


III. It would have been much eafter for thee, O divine lamb! 
to have died daily, than to ſee the contradiction of thoſe faithlel 
hearts, which was the ſource of their eternal miſery. The thie 
converted on the croſs obtained paradiſe; and they in the midſt d 
the temple, where they appeared ſaints, deſerved hell. Neuer 
theleſs thou bearedſt with them; endeavouring to overcome ther 
obſtinacy by thy meekneſs, and their hatred by thy benefits 
Thou couldſt obtain nothing from them; they ruined themſelves in 
ſpite of thy goodneſs, and after ſa much pains, thou hadlt allo the 
jorrow of ſeeing them periſh. - 


Ah, Lord! turn towards me thoſe amiable cares. I confeſs the 
truth which they did not believe, adore the virtue they perſecuted, 
and praiſe the works they contradicted. Since thou didſt fo 92 
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r thoſe that rejected thee, come, O my God! to thoſe that cal 


11. Ah! let all the powers of my foul, and all the parts of my 
ody be changed into ſo many open mouths, that thou mayeſt fill 
em. I dilate my heart as much as I can, by my continual 

ind I deſire nothing ſo much as to behold it filled with thee and 
with thy ſpirit. Come then, O Lord! /end forth thy light and thy 
rub, with all the graces wherewith thou art wont to enrich thy 
ſervants, E. xlii. 3. 


mayeſt not hear my voice; and thou wilt deprive me of thy ſweet 
prelence, ſince I am no leſs guilty than thoſe who contradicted thy 
ords and actions with ſo much obſtinacy: for in believing what 
hey denied, and adoring what they contradicted, I am nevertheleſs 
rebellious to thy light, and deaf ta thy voice. 


If I am miſerable, my miſery proceeds from myſelf, and not 
om thee. Thou didſt inſtruct me before I knew thee; calledſt 
ewhen I fled from thee; and enlightenedſt me when I thoughe 
ot on thee. If I ſinned, I felt the wholeſome reproaches with 
phich thou inſpiredſt me; if I was lukewarm, thou gaveſt me 


by thy grace, and encompaſſedit me with thy mercies: and yet I 
plowed my paſſions, reſiſted thy will and law, and ran after thoſe 
ile goods which corrupted my heart and mind. ; 


lam one of thoſe whom thou ſo juſtly complainedſt of, that 


d Paral, xxix. 6. Thou hadſt thy eyes fixed on me, and I looked 
ly upon the earth; thou ſoughteſt me, and I departed from 


T 


ave abandoned thy ſervice, 


V. I cannot confeſs with ſufficient ſorrow, O God of mercy! 
o much I have reſiſted thee, and how much I ſtill reſiſt thee 
kily, I am ſupported with thy grace, and yet always weak; 
wghrened with thy doctrine, and always blind; filled with thy 
lelings, and always miſerable. It is in vain, O my God! to lay 
ben my*miſeries here before thee: they are better known to thee 
in to myſelf; but ſince thou beholdeſt them with the ſame good- 
s that makes thee bear with them, heal them with the ſame love. 


that 


dee. Thou haſt ſaid, open thy mouth and I will fill it, Pſ. 2 


IV. I know very well, that if thou examineſt my merits accord-. 
ng to the rigour of thy juſtice, thou wilt turn away thy eyes, leſt 
he; ſee the vanity of my works; thou wilt ſhut thy ears that thou 


reſh heat; thau preventedſt me with thy bleſſings, ſupportedſt me 


ave turned away their faces from thee, and given thee their backs, - 
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that obliges thee to give thyſelf to me. It ĩs true that after having 
ſo many times rejected thee, I deſerve not to find thee arithe fi 
endeavours I uſe for returning to thee: but at leaſt, refuſe not m 
humble acknowledgment and fincere forrow for having diſpler 
thee. What have I gained by reſiſting thee? what have I rem. 
ing from my diſobedience, but the diſpleaſure of beholding mykef 
before thee poor, abandoned, and covered with wounds; When! 
might be rich and happy, by the communication of thy bleſſing} 


Thou art not, O charitable Father! hke that wicked rich mm 
who ſaw Lazarus lying at his gate, without being touched with hs 
miſery: thou art not fo ſparing of thy favours, ſince thou freely 
offereſt them even to thoſe that do not aſk thee for them; thay 
keepeſt them not for thyſelf alone, ſince thou art the Saviow 
of all. Give me a ſhare therefore of thoſe infinite treaſures, which 
are contaired in thee; give as an alms, to this poor ſinner, the 
pardon of his in; to this blind creature, light; to this ſick perſoy 
health; ro this negligent foul, fervour; to this rebel, ſabmiſſiog; 
to this Obttinate heart, contrition; and to this dead body, lie. 
Since tacu haſt given thy blood to waih me, make me fee} the 
virtue and eficary thereof Take with thee my whole heart, à 
mv love, all my powers, and all my foul. Put an end 
moment to my flights, revolts, and murmurings. Reſcue, 0 
Lord! from the hands of thy enemies what belongs to thee in me, 
preſerve 1t, and permit it not to eſcape from thee any more. 


VI. Wilt thou not deal by me in ſuch a manner, O my Gol! 
as that the world may reject me, that it may deſpiſe me and jude 
me unworthy of it, from the attachment I ſhall have to thee! 
Thus it was that it treated the man born blird in publiſhing the 
wonders of thy power; but being caſt off by the world, as a mat 
adhering to thee; and being unable to ſeek thee, thou ſoughtel 
him thyſelf, didſt judge him worthy of beholding thee with thoſ 
eyes thou hadſt opened for him, and of fuffering for thy low, 
what the world looked upon only with horror. Then it was that 
truly ſaw thee, acknowledged thee, adored thee, and followed thee; 
and that thou receivedit him ſor ever into the number of ty 
diſciples. How happy ſhould I be, were the like to beſal me!! 
the having of eyes be an obſtacle to that happinets, take them from 
me, O Lord! that I may behold thee: and if what J ſee out d 
thee, hinders me from ſeeing thee, do thou fix my eyes only upd! 
thyſelf, and let my heart feel thee, tnat it may be inflamed wild 
thy love. Doit thou therefore eſtcem thoſe fo much who «K 
defpited by this world, whote efteem J have always ſought for wi 
{ach an immoderate paſſionꝭ Ah, how much am I to be lamented 
if thou julgeſt me unworthy of the grace thou beſtowedſt on da 
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or blind man! As ſoon as he ſaw thee, he became rich, and 
und himſelf delivered from all his miſeries. | 


0 wealth unknown to the world! why doſt thou let me beg ſo 
g for ſuch weak helps among creatures? Diſcover thyſelf to me; 
) my treaſure: appear to my eyes, O infinite beauty! Thou didft 
require nothing from that blind man, but that he ſhould believe in 
ee, and delire to fee thee, and thou didſt immediately ſhew 
ell to him. Behold me here, O Lord! in the fame diſpo- 
fon. I believe, and deſire with all my heart to ſee thee, know 
thee, and love thee: refuſe me not what thou makeſt me deſire. 
is true, that blind man had ſeen nothing before thee that poſ- 
ſed his heart; and the Phariſees on the contrary, full of earthly 
news and affections, would not know thee. But thou haſt not 
inited thy mercy to the blind alone: St. Paul was not ſo when 
tou ſtruckeſt him blind to ſhew thyſelf to him. If it be neceſſary 
fr ſeeing thee to ſeek nothing but thee, I conſent for thee to ſhut 
py eyes, O Lord! that they may not ſee vanity, but only contemplate 
n thee alone, O pure light! O divine truth! O ſweet and eternal 
repoſe of my foul! 


0 moſt holy Mother of God! O moſt humble handmaid of 
the Lord! who always preferred the ſubmiſſion of a handmaid, to 
de dignity of a mother, obtain that my heart may be humbled, 
undeceived in all the illuſions of the world, and ſubmiſſive to the 
ruth, that the truth may make it free. Ye heavenly ſpirits, who 
dehold, deſire, and poſſeſs eternal bleſſings, ſince I was created 
tor enjoying them with you, elevate my heart by your aſſiſtance 
aove the earth; that being diſengaged from theſe baſe affectiòns, 

ad from myſelf, I may live with you eternally in God. Amen. 


XI 
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